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As the appcBrance of the present Volume is in some mei^ 
sare owing to a former pubiication^ I must trespass for a 
moment <mi the patience of the reader, while I give a short 
account of that Work, and of the circumstances under 
wliich it was published. This account is due to many c^ 
my friends, and necessary in some respects for my own 
justiiicatioa. 

When I joined the Portuguese army as a medical officer 
in 1809, I entered warmly into the feelings of the British 
officers, who were engaged in the arduous task of drilling 
and organizing that force, and took a particular pleasui^c 
in noting down, in my memorandum-book, such observa- 
tions as occurred to me from time to time, with regard to 
the conduct df the different Brigades and Regiments, and 
their progress in discipline. These observations appeared 
interesting to many of my friends, and I resolved to pub- 
lish them at some future period. In 1811 I was permitted 
to return to England for a very short time, and as I found 
that the state of the Portuguese army was very little 
Iniown, and that the most extraordinary falsehoods with 
respect to it were appearing in the Newspapers day ^er 
'dstyf I resolved to publish my observations, notwithstandr 
ing their imperfect state $ Ist^ Because I conceived th^t it 
Tvas of some importance to this country to know the true 
state of the army of our most ancient and faithful Ally, 
particularly when so considerable a part of that army was 
paid by Great Britain ; and, ^dly, I was anxious to coun* 
teract the intrigues of a few disappointed and envious iu- 
dividuals, whose business it was to mislead the public, for 
the purpose of depreciating as much as possible the merits 
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( viii ) 

of Sir William Carr Beresford, and of the British officen 
who had assisted him in the organization of the Portu- 
guese army. In both these respects my wishes were 
crowned with success ; but as I was much occupied daring 
my stay in England, I had not time to correct either the 
style or sentiments. The book was hurried through the 
press in the course of ten days ; and, frcrni the loose and 
general way in which many of my statements were ex- 
pressed, they admitted of being interpreted in a manner 
altogether foreign to my feelings and intentions in publish- 
ing them. The Governors of Portugal felt indignant at 
some expressions which were meant to apply to times long^ 
past, but which admitted of being construed as inimical 
to the present established religion and government of tlie 
-country. On explaining myself, however, to their Excel- 
lencies, they were pleased to say, that they were perfectly 
satisfied of the candour of my representations, and of the 
purity of my motives ; yet I felt regret at having given 
ofience without intending it, «nd did not hesitate to de- 
clare so publicly. 

I have embraced the first moments of leisure .and 
reflection to add to my former observations, and to 
render them in some measure more worthy of the at- 
tention of the public. I wish the public, therefore, to 
consider the book now published as an unbiasfied state- 
ment of what has actually come under my own observa- 
tion ; and as the manuscript was never submitted to the 
.judgement of any one, the opinions and sentiments which 
it contains are entirely my own. I have in my possession 
documents the most authentic, to prove every assertion 
which I have made. 

I cannot sufficiently express my gratitude to his Excel- 
lency Don Miguel Pereira Forjaz, for the assistance 
which he has afibrded me in the compilation of this Vo- 
lume. The splendid abilities^ of that Nobleman render 
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hka equal to.the first statesmen of the age ; and Im zcnl, 
intelligence^ and activity in the dispatch of business, and 
profound knowledge of the constitution and interests of 
kis country, hai^ deservedly raised him to the first place 
in the councils o£ his Sovereign. 

I have stated, my sentiments on the past> as well as on 
the existing abuses, in Portugal, with great freedom ; and 
lam convinced, that these sentiments will neither give 
offence to the Illustrious Personage to whom the Volume 
is inscribed, nor to His Royal Highness's representatives 
in PortugaL The present Government is too anxious to 
reform abuses, to take offence a^t their being pointed out ; 
and the nation is too enlightened to admit of tlieir conti- 
nuing hid from the Government much longer. — I can truly 
say, however, that in writing this book, " I have nothing 
extenuated, nor have I set down aught in malice," 

To the literary reader I have to observe, that the sketch 
which I have given of the Ancient History of Portugal, 
has been compiled from the most authentic histories of 
the country, and from documents which i had an oppor* 
tunity of consulting in the archives at Lisbon. In trac- 
ing the movements of the ancient Lusitanians, and of the 
Koman armies, I have uniformly given the present names of 
places, as I conceived the ancient names of rivers and places 
in that country, were of little importance to the genera} 
reader. I have not adopted either the Spanish or Portu- 
guese spelling of the proper names and names of places, 
but have endeavoured to spell them according to the 
most general and approved English pronunciation. If 
I were writing in Spanish, I should spell these words as 
the Spaniards do ; but in writing English, 1 have thought it 
best to spell them as they are pronounced. 

In the sketch which I have given of the Campaigns of 
^e Marquis of Wellington, my only object has been, to 
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bring the principal erents of each campaign^ and the ccm* 
duct of the Portuguese tro^s^ before the reader. It i^ 
gken as a document to prove the present state of ihe Por^ 
tuguese artny, not as a history of these campaigns* My 
remarks on the present state of Portugal are the result df 
my own observations in that country; I have attempted to 
describe what I have seen, and nothing more. The Tablea 
which I have given will, I trust, be found interesting, as 
shewing our commercial intercourse with Portugal, and 
the great extent to which that country at present* is de- 
pendant upon other nations, for the most necessafy tirticles 
of subsistence. 

To eonchide, I have endeavoured ix} make the volume a» 
amusing as possible to the general reader, while the co*^ 
rectness of my statements, and details, will o/Ami of their 
being referred to by other writers. 

Edinburgh^ Nov. 7.1S12. 
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OBSERVATIONS 



OKTHX 



PRESENT STATE OF PORTUGAL, 



CHAPTER t 

A Sketch of the History of Poftugatj J^om the 
Earnest Period^ to the toted Subjugation qf that 
Country by the Romans^ in the time qf Julius 
CcBsar. 

In the year of the world 1792, siy the early dhro- AimoMundi, 

nologists. Tubal the son of Japhet, and grandson ^ 

of Noah, landed in the Peninsula* He founded his 

firrt city on a small neck of land^ opposite the pre* 

sent town of StUbes^^ and the desciMidants of 

his fcdlowers spread over the whole of what is now 

called Spain and Portugal. Tubals according to 

&e same authors^ lived and reigned for 1 6S years % 

and his oiB^ring continued to direct the wander* 

ings of the people Sov upwards c^ four centurier# 
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i THE HISTORY [Chap, t 

A. M. Ajfter the destruction of the last of this race by 

cir. 2202. "^ 

' Gerion, a captain of banditti, and a native of 
Africa, in the year of the world S202, Osiris, 
the son of Jupiter, and king of Egypt, reduced 
the colonies in the Peninsula to his subjection 
The improvements in agriculture introduced by 
Osiris, and th6 mild laws which he formed fdr 
the government of the wandering natives, ren- 
dered him not only an object of their highest 
esteem as a ruler, but of their strictest worship 
as a god* 

From the time of Osiris to the conquest of this 
country by the Ciirthaginians, a period of twelve 
hundred years, we find not less than twenty-five 
kings mentioned as holding the, supreme sway. 
Among these Hercules Libius, — Hispanus, from 
whom Spain took its name,^-^Lusus, from whom 
some derive Lusitania, — and Nebuchadnezzar, 
Icing of Babylon^ are the most remarkable. As 
this chronology, however, is supported by no 
written authority, it is to be considered rather as 
a traditional tlian as a true history. Many of the ^ 
present cities derive their origin from those tra- 
ditionary kings. Thus it is said that Gerona was ^^ 
founded by Gerion, already mentioned ;— Seville, 
anciently Hispala, by a king named Hispalus;— .^ 
Tagus, one of the descendants of Tubal, gav« 
his name to the river j— Hercules founded Coiai- 
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Chap.L] of PORTUGAL. . d 

bra; and Ulysses, during his wanderings after 
the destruction oF Troy, married Calypso, daugh- 
ter of* Gregorius, king of Lusitania, and laid 
the foundation of the present Lisbon. It is even 
asserted that Homer visited the Peninsula in the 
suite of Ulysses ; and it is disputed, whether the 
beautifiil banks of the Mondego^ or the fertile 
plains in Algarve, and in Andalusia, are the true 
Efysian fields ; for so delighted was the poet with 
the beautiful scenery in those countries, that his 
picture could only be drawn from the impression 
which they had made upbn his mind. 

But these fables are too ridiculous to occupy at 
place in grave history, although they have at- 
tracted the attention of niany authors, and form 
the chief part of some voluminous histories of 
Portiigal. Indeed, such is the anxiety of mankind 
in every country, and in every situation, to trace 
their origin to the highest source, that whenever 
true history has failed, fable has most convenient- 
ly stepped in and filled up the dreary blank. Long 
previous to the conquest of Spain by the Cartha- 
ginians, the Phoenicians had been in the habit of 
frequenting its harbours, and had established co- 
lonies on .various parts of the coast 2. The ob- . 
ject of the Phoenicians being traflSc rather than 
conquest, they were but little acquainted with 

A2 
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4 THE HISTORY [Chaf. I. 

A. M. the interior of the country* The Cartbaginianff, 
ym^^^mt^ allured by the same riches which had so long oc- 
cupied the attention of the Phoenicians, did not 
rest satisfied with the wealth which was brought 
to them. We shall find, that as friends they 
first assisted, and tiien expelled the Phoenicians ; 
and having made the country their own, tiiey 
were able to prevent any foreign nation from in- 
terfering in their commerce* The original inha- 
bitants became obliged, not only to fight the 
battles of the republic, but aUo to dig in the 
bowels of the earth, for those riches which added 
so much to the wealth and splendour of the 
rival of Rome* 
^ 1^^ It is from this period that the fables give place 
to true history, and tliat we are able to trace with 
certainty, not only the then existing state of Lu- 
sitania, but also the sucgeeding fortune of the 
Lusitanian pec^le. When the Carthaginians be- 
came masters of the Peninsula, we find that it 
was divided into three great districts, viz. Tarra- 
conensis, Boetica, and Lusitania. I shall con- 
fine my remarks for the future to this last district, 
which forms the present kingdom of Portugal, 
and endeavour to trace, in this and the saicceed- 
ing chapter, the various revolutions which have 
taken place in that country during the immense 
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Chap. LI OF PORTUGAL. 5 

pferiod of more than two thousand years. It a.m. 
must be obvious, that the leading features of the 
history of Portugal for so lengthened a period, 
can only be glanced at ; indeed, were I to attempt 
more^ I should extend my observations to volumes 
instead of chapters. 

When Lusitania first became known to the Car- 
thaginians, it was peopled by a number of diffe- 
rent tribes, forming so many republics, each go** 
vemed by its own laws and customs, but subject, 
notwithstanding, to the general government. 
The name of King was unknown among them. 
When they went to war, one of their number was 
chosen to command the whole : his power was 
absolute while the war continued ; but as soon 
as the campaign was finished, he returned a* 
gain to the rank of a simple citizen, and ceased 
to have any authority in the state. - Antiquarians 
have been at great pains to procure and pre- 
serve the names of those different tribes ; and per*- 
haps the reader may be amused with a brief ac- 
count of such as have been particularly mention- 
ed. I must observe, however, that notwithstand- 
ing the account which has been given of the first 
inhabitants of Lusitania, it is evident that the 
difierent tribes who possessed the interior of the 
country at the time of its becoming subject to 
Carthage, were for the most part of Celtic origin. 
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A. M. Istj The Ostidi^^ni and Cynesii, two small tribeg 



cir. 3460.^ 



of whom little is known, occupied the angle of 
land which forms the promontory of Cape St 
Vincent. 2rf, The Turditani, by far the most nu- 
merous, as well as the most polished tribe, occu- 
pied the greater part of what is npw called the 
kingdom of Algarve. They are Represented as a 
well-informed, pojite, and industrious people,— 
acquainted with the laws and customs of Egypt, 
and following the chronology, as well as mytho- 
logy, of that country. Srf, The Turduli, divided 
into ancient and modern, ^re represented as be- 
ing the most ancient, and as such, the most re- 
spected inhabitants of Lusitania. The ancient 
Turduli occupied the whole of the present pro- 
vince of Portuguese Estram^dura, while the mo- 
derns of the same tribe were fixed on the south 
side of the Tagus, on the banks of the S6r river. 
^thy The Celtae, who still retained the name which 
they brought with them from Gaul, occupied that 
part of the Alentejo which comprehends th^ ci- 
ties of Elvas, Estramoz, Villa Vi90sa, Evora, &c. 
Sthy The mountains on the south side of the 
Tagus were possessed by two tribes called /Bar- 
barii and Sarecen^ ; and the 6/A, Colarni, occu- 
pied the country between the T^gus ^nd the ri- 
ver S6r. The Tth^ Pesuri, lived on the Estrella 
mountains } and the banks of the Coa were pc9? 
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Chap. I] OF PORTUGAL. 

pled by a tribe called Transcudani. A colony a. m, 
of Greek extraction is said to have possessed the 
country between the Douro and Minho. 

These are amongst the most remarkable of 
the tribes that have bpen enumerated, and who 
continued to regain their distinct appellations as 
Jate as the reign of the emperor Trajan. The 
religion of those tribes was evidently derived 
from the Egyptians and Greeki^, They paid di- 
vine houQUf to M^s, J^inerva, and Hercules.— 
They were accustomed to offer in saci^fice to 
their gods the right hands of those they took cap- 
tive in war j and on great occasions they offered 
both men and horses. The men were chiefly 
employed in war, the women in commerce, and 
the slaves in agriculture. 

The Tijrditani carried on a cruel war against 
the colpnies of the Phoenicians. The Carthagi- 
nians were solicited by the Phoenicians, to assist 
them in recovering their conquered polonies. 
Maherbal was appointed captain of the forces of 
Carthage, and about 510 years before Christ, he 
landed in Spain. The numerous troops of the 
Turditani were finsjlly qbliged to give way before 
the superior discipline of the Carthaginians^ 
though the African troops were more tha,n once 
put to the rout during the continuance of the 
war. Intrigue, joined to force, soon reduced the 
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A. M. tribes in Lusitania, and the Phoenicians had ttier 
mortification to find themselves driven from that 
country, by thfe vfery people whom they ihvited to 
assist them in securing ii ^afb, another Caitha- 
^nian genferal, completed, by his kindness and 
attention tp the natives, the conquest which Ma- 
herbal his predfecesSbr had begun. And fromf 
this period to thfe siibjugation of Carthage, we 
find the flower of the Carthaginidn army com- 
posed of LUsitanian youths. Their valour, stea- 
diness, ^ahd discipline, are often mentioned by 
the historians of Rome, And on more occasions 
ihan one, the Lusitanian legions iihder Veriatus, 
^e mentioned as having obtained thfe victory for 
ihfe Carthdgihiafas *. The great Hannibal was 
born in Lisbon. When Carthage was reduced to 
sue for peace, the Spanish colonies were ceded 
to the Romans ; yet, from the Carthaginians they 
Ud learnt the use of arms, W the many victories 
'^hich they had obtained over the Roman legions 
^hile commanded by foreign leaders, made them 
sensible of their own strength. They therefore 
did not submit quietly to the yoke. 

The Romansdivided Spain into two governments, 
the Ulterior and Citerior, which were given to 
l^aetors. Lusitania formed the greater part of th^ 

«i"' ] ' ■ II I III -1 

jj Vide TitiW Livius, Silius Italicus, $cc, 
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Chap. I.] OF PORTUGAL. 9 

ilisp^ma Ulferuxr of the Romans. The kind a.m. 

cir 380T 

treatment of Cornelius Scipio, Claudius Nero, and 
Mai-cus Porcius Cato, the first Prsetors who com- 
manded in Hispania Ulterior, in a great measure 
recoticiled the Xusitanians to their fate ; but the 
eruelties of Scipio Nasica excited a very general 
rebelHen against the Roman power. The CeU 
tibeiians having joined the Lusitanians in this 
sttuggle for liberty, the forces of Scipio were 
completely routed m a general action ; and had 
the Lusitanians known how to follow up their 
victory, they niight have recovered the Mchole of 
Spain from the Romans; but they spent that 
time ill unseasonable idleness, and joy, which they 
ought to haym otherSvise CTa^oyed^ and thus gave 
Scipldan jtqifEOftiinity of collecting his scattered 
icmi r^iiquished troops. As soon as Scipio found 
hiixiself in a situation to offer battle to the Lusi- 
tanians, he made a vow to dedicate, if victorious, 
the whole of the spoils to Jupiter Capitolinus. 
The Auguries were declared favourable, and the 
legions, being led on to the combat, once more 
overcame the Lusitanians. 

After this victory the Lusitanians continued 
quiet for some time ; but Lucius Emilius Paulus 
attempting, during his Praetorship in Hispania Ul* 
terior, to reduce the Batestani, a tribe which had 
hitherto deaiei the power of Borne, the Lusi-, 
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10 THE HISTORY [Chap. L 

A-M. tanians seized the opportunity to throw off the 
*" **' 'yoke. While the Batestani and Lusi continued 
together, they were uniformly victorious; but 
having separated their forces, the Roman Praetor 
was able once more to reduce them to subjection. 
During this campaign the Lusitanians lost up- 
wards of 20,CXX) of their best troops, and the 
whole of their baggage. Yet they did not, it 
would appear, continue in peace for any length 
of time, as we find them again in arms under the ^ 
government of Caius Catinius, who being wound- 
ed during the siege of Orta, in which the I^usitar 
nians had taken rei^ge, died shortly after during 
the Consulate of Septimius Posthumius Albinus 
and Q. Marcus Philippus. L. Calpumiiis Piso was 
sent to take the command after the death of Lati-« 
nius. The whole of the Romanforces in Citerior, 
as well as Ulterior Spain, were united under the two 
Praetors*'', to reduce the Celtiberians and Lusita-> 
nians, who had also united their forces, and wero 
encamped between the mountains of the Sierra 
Morena, and the Guadiana river. An engagement 
took place near the city of Toledo, in which th^ 
Romans lost the flower of their army, and were 
obliged to retire with precipitation. But, instead 
of following up the victory, the Lusitanians couc 
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Chap. L] OF PORTUGAL. ii 

Qumed several days in dancing and games in the a. m. 
Koman camp, and then retired to their houses 
laden with the spoils of 5,000 Romans, who had 
perished on the field of battle. The Celtiberians 
also retired quietly to their country, to enjoy the 
riches which they had taken from the Romans 
and their allies. In the mean time, the Roman 
Praetors, in the greatest consternation, had re- 
tired to their respective capitals, where their ut- 
most endeavours were employed in keeping in 
subjection the people, (who had already begun to 
revolt in many places), and in collecting what 
forces they could to take the field against the re- 
bels, who were enjoying their late victory in the 
greatest security. 

The Romans were soon in a state to try the 
fate of a general battle, and the Lusitanians, uur 
conscious of their danger, wpre not slow to give 
them an opportunity. After a long and bloody 
engagement, the Romans proved victorious, and 
it is asserted, that the loss of the Lusitanians ex-? 
ceeded 35,000 men. The Roman Praetors were 
also victorious in some lesser engagements, and 
pn their arrival at Rome, they were allowed the 
honour of a triumph, After so many severe losses, 
the Lusitanians wfire obliged to submit quietly 
to the yoke for some years. But as soon as they 
were able, they again had recourse to their arms* 
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12 THE HISTORY [Chap. L 

A.M. Their love of liberty was unconquerable, and 

cir. 3847. ' . _ _. , \r> 

x^ry^i^/ their hatred to the Roman name, was equal to 
that entertained by the Carthaginians themselves. 
From neglecting regularity and discipline, they 
were often almost annihilated by the Romans ; at 
least, so one would suppose, when we read of 30 
or 40 thousand men slain in a single battle ; yet, 
we find them constantly rising superior to every 
misfortune. 

About this time, the inhabitants 6f Braga, a 
Carthaginian colony, having raised one of their 
citizens, called Appimanus, to be their leader, he 
soon {)r6ved himself worthy of being chosen the 
general of the whole Lusitanian forces. The ex- 
ertions of Appimanus, his diligence and abilities, 
soon btought their army to such a state of dis- 
cipline, as rendered it formidable to the Romatt 
governor. To check this revolt, which seemed 
to tJireaten their very existence, the Ronlans lost 
no time in collecting their forces, and marching 
towards Lusitania. They conceived it impos- 
sible for troops raised in so short a time, and com- 
posed of so many different tribes, to have ac- 
quired any kind of discipline or organization, and 
that it was improbable they would venture to face 
the veteran troops of Rome ; and therefore, their 
preparations were not so complete as they ought 
to have been ; but this idea cost them dear, for 
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Aj^imanus, indefetigable in his duty, and pru* a. m. 
dent in his plans, carefully avoided coming to 
any general engagement, until he had completed 
the discipline of his army, and not till, by allow* 
ing them to enter into slight skirmishes, in which 
they proved victorious, he taught them to der 
isipise the Roman prowess. When Appimanus con- 
sidered his arrangements complete, he chose a 
favourable opportunity, and offering battle to 
the Romans, it was eagerly accepted, and long 
and obstinately contested ; but the troops of 
Appimanus proved victorious^ and the Romans 
were obliged to abandon their camp, and betake 
themselves to flight. The riches which were found 
in the abandoned camp were immense j yet Appi- 
manus had tiie virtue and the power to induce his 
army to set fire to the whole, and to consider the 
glory of delivering their country, superior to the 
riches of a Roman camp. 

The victory of Appimanus gave serious alarm 
to the republic of Rome. M^cus Manlius was 
removed from the command, which was given to 
Calpurnius Piso, but he was equally unfortunate 
with his predecessor. In a general action with 
Appimanus, he lost not less than six thousand of 
the best of his troops ; and had not the Lusita- 
jiian chief been cut off in the midst of his victo- 
rious career, it is probable *that the whole of 
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A. M. Spain would have been recovered from the Rd- 

eir. 8849. _ 

' mans at that period. With Appimanus, the hopes 
of the Lusitaniaris became extinct. Rome had 
now dispatched a powerful army for Spain under 
one of the Consuls ; but while their force was en-* 
gaged in reducing the rebellious tribes in Citerior 
Spain, the Lusitanians had time to recover a little 
from the hopeless state which they were placed 
under by the death of Appimanus; Cessaron, who 
had long been the friend and companion of Appi-^ 
nianus, was made their general. His first care 
was to secure what had been already conquered* 
For this purpose he withdrew the troops from Boe- 
tica, and retired towards Lusitania. The Roman 
army, being made acquainted with the retreat of 
Cessar6n, hastened to come up with him, which tibey 
did on the banks of the Guadiana near Badajoz^ 
Cessaron halted one wing of his army, and offered 
battle to the Romans, while the other wing with 
the baggage crossed the river. This engage- 
ment was well fought on both sides, but the Lu* 
sitanians, inferior in number to the Romans, were 
obliged at last to give way. Lucius Mummius, 
who commanded the Roman army, anxious to 
finish the war at once^ by the total destruction of 
the army of Cessaron, divided his troops into 
small parties^ that they might pursue the flying 
enemy with greater facility. Cessaron soon per- 
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ceived the error which the Roman Praetor had a. Mi 
committed, and collecting the unbroken part of i 
his army, he cut off the whole of the detachments 
in' detail, and thus reduced the victory of AJum- 
mius to a complete defeat. Mummius, in the ut- 
most despair, retired to an eminence with what 
remained of his troops, and th^re being so strong- 
ly fortified, Cessaron was obliged to sit down be- 
fore the place with his whole army. Secure, and 
elated with their late victory, and despising the 
small number of their enemies who were shut up 
in the fort, the Lusitanians began to relax in 
their discipline, and to wander over the country 
pillaging. This Mummius soon learnt from his 
spies, and he formed the dairing resolution of at*- 
tacking, in the night, the whole of their army^ 
with the few Romans that remained with him. 
In this' he succeeded to the Utmost of his wishes. 
The slaughter in the Lusitanian camp was im- 
mense, and Cessaron himself was slain in endea- 
vouring to rally his confused and terrified troops. 
Cantherus was chosen the successor of Cessa- 
ron ; but it would appear that his good fortune 
was not equal to that of his predecessor, as Mar- 
cus Atilius, the successor of Mummius, redu- 
ced the whole province to subjection, and even 
obliged Cantherus to fly to Africa. Cantherus 
returned with a small army from Africa, during 
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A. M. the prafetorship of L. Licinu§ LucuUus *, but was 
\Jy^ completely overpowered, and t)bliged to take re- 
fuge on a desert rock ; when, being in danger of 
perishing for want of food, he formed the reso- 
lution of delivering himself up to the Roman 
legions, who were placed to prevent his escape. 
He descended boldly from the rock at noori-day, 
and with an intrepid air marched towards Lucul- 
lus's camp. The admiring Romans opened on 
every side to allow him to pass, and actually per- 
mitted him to escape from the chains which had 
been so long prepared for him. 

Galba, by his <rruelty and avarice while Praetor 
in Ulterior Spain, roused the dormant spirits of the 
Lusitanians, and the Roman army was actually dri^ 
ven from their country. But having been recruit* 
ed, they won returned to the confines of Lusitania, 
with a determination to destroy both the country 
and the people. In this consternation, and with- 
out an army capable of opposing the now victo* 
rious Romans, the Lusitanians had recourse to 
negotiation. Galba, finding it impossible to sub- 
due them by force, gladly accepted their offers. 
The Lusitanians were invited to send their prin- 
cipal chiefs with their families to the camp of the 
Roman general, to treat for a just and lasting 
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peace. But no sofonef were fli^ tdtbin his a. m. 
power, than he ordered the whole to be disarmed v^,^vv/ 
and basely murdered K The Roman senate felt 
their honour committed by this base act. Galbift 
was immedmtely recalled, and commanded to give 
an account of his conduct. Cato appeared in the 
Senate against him, and endeavoured to draw 
itown th6 vengeance of his Country upon the 
man who had so disgraced the name pf Roman: 
But the infiuence of Galba proved more powerful 
than the eloquence of Cato, imd he escaped the 
punishment so justly due to his perfidy. 

This treachery on the part of Galba served to 
bring into action the abilities of n hero, who never 
was surpassed in any age, or in any country. 

ViRiATUS, a npble Lusitanian, was one of the 
jfew who escaped the massacre of Galba. He re* 
tired from the bloody field to the bosom of his 
country, and two days after this horrid transac- 
tion, he collected together his countrymen frona 
every part. He led them to the field Of murder, 
and pointed out to them the mangled bodies of 
their brethren and kinnnen, ndw the prey of the 
ravens and the wolves. Innocence and childhood 
had been no security against the perfidy of Galba. 
The mother and her ofispring had fallen together, 
and the foxes were feasting on the bodies of the 
murdered virgins, yet lovely in death. 
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A, M, *« Here/^ said Viriatus, *^ you behold the glo- 

-cir.3852. . . . -^ ^ 

^•v-vrious actions of those mighty heroes, the con- 
querors of the world. Our children, our wives, 
our daughters murdered,— our beloved compa- 
nions in arms no more^r— and can we look calmly 
on and suffer this ? No, it is impossible ; we must 
be revenged. We will avenge ourselves as well as 
the many nations laid waste by those barbarians, 
who have gained a name more from the cowardice 
of their enemies, and their vile factions, than by 
any valour or virtue \yhich they possess. Justice 
and the gods are for lis, let us therefore swear 
eternal hatred to the Roman name, and let usi 
raise up all the nations of the earth against these 
destroyers of the human race/* Washing his 
hands in th6 blood of one of his murdered chil^^ 
dren, Viriatus, after this short harangue, solemnly 
invoked the infernal deities, and swore never to 
lay aside his arms until he had avenged her death. 
His companions repeated the oath, and imme^? 
diately began to collect an army from every part 
of the country. 

As the troops were collected together, they 
were divided into separate corps, and regularly 
drilled and exercised ; and taught to execute 
with promptitude whatever orders they received. 
When Viriatus thought their discipline complete, 
be led them out against the enemy, and laid wastg 
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the country, wherever the Romania held the a.m. 

•^ ^ cir. 3853. 

dominion. On the advance of winter, he retired v.-^nr^^ 
into Lusitania, and having sacrificed a koman 
knight ta the god of war, he made his whole 
army pass the victim in single files, and, by 
dipping their right hands in the blood upon the 
altar, swear once more eternsd war against the 
^Romans. 

As soon as the season would permit, Viriatus 
led his troops into Boetica, where he reduced to 
his subjection all the cities then under the com- 
mand of the Romans. His successes having 
reachjed the Spnate of Rome, Caius Vetilius was 
dispatched with a powerful army to reduce this 
revolt of the Lusitanians. 

Vetilius, by forced marches, came upon 
Viriatus before he was aware of his approach. 
The Lusitanians were dispersed, and Viria- 
tus, with such as he could keep together, re- 
tired to a fortified town in Boetica. This town 
was instantly besieged by Vetilius, and the Lusi- 
tanian general was reduced to the last extremity. 
His soldiers began to suffer want, and, despairing 
of success, they entered into a conspiracy to de- 
liver up the place to Vetilius "upon certain condi- 
tions, which >*ere accepted by the Praetor. 

This conspiracy having come to the know- 
ledge of Viriatus, he collected tjie whole of the 
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A. M. troops together. " What is it I have heard ?*^ 
v,^^v-v/ said he ; ^^ are the Lusitanians then so tired 
of liberty, that slavery is become pleasant to 
them? Do you thirik, however, that you wUl 
be safe in your captivity ? No ; you have only to 
open your eyes, and look to the fate of your mur- 
dered fathers. Can you believe that Vetilius, with 
all his appearance of equity and moderation, will 
treat you better than Galba did your fathers and 
brothers? It is impossible, my beloved compa« 
nions. You deceive yourselves, he too is a Ro^ 
man. In him the same spirit and intentions are 
at work for your destruction ; and it matters not 
whether he accomplishes his purpose by deceit or 
- force. Vetilius appeared to abominate the pen? 
fidy of Galba ; but take care that this appearance 
of detestation is Hot assumed for the purpose of 
leading you more easily into his snare. Disgrace- 
ful snare, which, while it does the highest ho^ 
nour to your unsuspecting minds, adds doubly to 
the already accumulated infamy of your enemies ! 
Indeed, my beloved companions in arms, they 
wish to deceive you. You who are invincible 
with arms in your hands, they would overcome 
iS^ith fine speeches. 

** Am I, then, who have sacrificed my repose, 
and who have a thousand times risked my lifq 
for yours, to be' thus abandoned ? To see thq 
fruits (rf all my diligence, of all my anxieties 
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and caresu destroyed in a momeiit? Is your a. m. 
generous confidence to be the c^use of your 
ruin? Am I to stand and see you delivered 
hitd the hands of a barbarous army? No* 
May the gods of my country, who have so (xften 
saved it from oppression, prevent those dis^ 
asters which now hang over you. And may they 
inspire you with that noble ardour, that invincible 
valour, which have so often proved fatal to ty-* 
ranny. My beloved copipanions, you are able to 
dictate laws to those you now wirfi to obey. If 
hitherto we have been able to put a stop to their 
tyranny, let u$ continue to do so. CaU to 
mind your former ^eatness^ and Ijeave the rest 
tome.** 

Inspired by this discourse, and still more by 
4he noble and intrepid manner in which it was 
delivered, the soldiers only wished to forg^ that 
ever they had given oceasion for it. Viriatus 
next day drew out his whole army in front of the 
Roman camp, and Vetilius, supposing he intend- 
ed to give battle, lost no time in preparing to re- 
ceive him. But Viriatus had no intention of 
fighting. His troops were drawn out to carry in- 
to effect a stratagem which he had well digested, 
and which haj^ily succeeded. His cavalry were 
formed in a clpse line in front of the enemy, . 
flo as to cover tk^ ground between their position 
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A. M. fend the town ; and while the Roman general was 

ciir. 385S. ^ 

' in expectation of their coming on to the charge, 
the Lusitanian infantry were filing . off by an un- 
guarded path, and ^yetiring to a place of safety* 
When the infantry were known to be out of 
danger, the cavalry were ordered to retire again 
within the walls of the town. The Romans pur- 
sued them to the gates, which Viriatus found 
little difficulty in defending until it became dark. 
He then quitted the city, and joined his infantry. 

Next day, when the Roman Praetor found that 
the army which he had long considered in his 
power was no where to be found, he broke up his 
encampment, and pursued the rout of Viriatus, 
with the view of forcing him to a general action ; 
but this the Lusitanian carefully avoided for some 
time. At last, when Viriatus found that his 
troops were, considerably increased in number, 
and that the eagerness of Vetilius to engage, had 
made him neglect the necessary precautions^ 
he offered battle ; and it is reported, that inXhis 
engagement the Praetor, and the greater part, of 
the Roman army, were cut off. A Lusitanian 
soldier took Vetilius prisoner, but, ignorant of his 
rank,, and considering him only as a fat old man, 
he cut off his head, that he might not have the 
trouble of guarding him. 

Viriatus. commanded the Lusitanian forces for 
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fourteen years, afid during the whole of that pe- a. m. 
riodi his country was in a great measure freed v^^vO 
from the Roman ; power, Caius Plaucius Hyp 
soBus, Claudius UiiimanuS) and C. Negedius f^e- 
giilus, were severally obliged to acknowledge the 
valour of the Lusitanian chief j and at last it was 
found necessary, to send a consular army into 
Further Spain.^ 

Quinctius Fabius Emilianus the Consul was 
sent to reduce Viriatus, with an army of fifty 
thousand Romans. Fabius was too proud to con- 
sider him as any thing more than a captain of 
banditti, whom the very name of a Roman Con<* 
sul would subdue. The Roman army was halted 
on the banks of the river Agueda j and while the 
Consul proceeded onLa religious mission to Cadiz, 
his lieutenant^ with 20,000 men,^ was sent on to 
reduce Viriatus, who was encamped with his 
army near tlie present city of Viseu. Viriatus 
learnt from his spies the movements of the Ro- 
man Consul, and, leaving a small part of his force 
strongly entrenched, and secure against any sud- 
den attack, he crossed the Mondego at the Ponte 
deMurcella; and, marching on the south side of the 
Estrella mountains, he got into the rear of the 
troops that were awaiting the return of Fabius, 
and quite unprepared for an attack j and very few 
escaped the general slaughter•^. 
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A. M. After the d^eat of t&e main body of the Cot- 
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v.,<yxy surs anny, be pursued the detachment under 
the lieutenant, and came up with them while ^i<» 
gaged in besieging his fortified camp at Viseu. 
They also were taken^ unawares, ^nd completely 
routed. 

The Consul Quinctius Fabius Servilianus, who 
succeeded Emilianus, was not mwe fortunate; 
for, while engaged in besieging Erisane, a town 
in the province of Beira, he was completdy de- 
feated by Viriatus, and obliged to take refuge 
in a place full of rocks and precipices, out of 
which it was impossible for him to escape. &it 
the brave Lusitanian, whose only object during 
good or bad fortune, was the wel&re of his coua^ 
try, to(^ advantage of thiji distress of Servilianus, 
to obtain for her a peace upon'favoursd>le terms. 

By a treaty which was concluded at' this period^ 
Viriatus was declared the friend and ally of the 
Roman people, and the Lusitanians were permit- 
ted to retain the lands they then actually possess- 
ed* This treaty was ratified by the Senate ; "yet 
Q. Servilius Ca^io, who succeeded his brollier^ 
was highly dissatisfied with it ; and therefore, cm 
his arrival in j^ain, ^oon found means to break it* 
Csepio was scarcely arrived in Bcetica, when hfe 
ordered the Roman army to enter Lusitania, and 
to lay the country wa^te ; and although Viriatus 
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was aWe to putast^^ to ithp career of C^io, a.m. 
the ruined nad dmerted state oi his countiy i^ade k,^s^%j 
him more anxious for a lasting peace than a vic- 
torious warfare. Pe deputed two of his mosi; 
confidentisd friends to wait upon Ca^io with tenoa 
of peace; but instead of attending to tlxeir mis- 
sion, we find that they were hsise enough to ex- 
change the life of their leader and friend for a 
few talents of Roman gold. They returned from 
the Romaa c^rnip, and were invited to sup mih 
Viriatus. They left him pt a late hour, and as 
soon as tliey 8tt]^M>8ed he was askq), they return- 
ed and basely mutdered him. It is recorded to 
the honour of the iSenate of fiLome, that they 
unanimously condemned this base act. And when 
his murdeiecB a|^ed for the reward of their 
crime, <iiey were t^d, that ^ Eome admired 
their general too much to pay the assassins who 
had imbrued their hands in his blood. The 
Consul, Sc^o Nasda, ^commanded them to quit 
&e city under pain of d^th. IT^e army which 
he had led so often to victory, was truly in despair 
when his deatib was nmde known. His ftinerid 
was attended by &e whde of the troops, and 
ever^ Roman pdaoner in the damp was sacrificed 
to his manes. Caqno triumphed over poor Lu- 
titania, but it was a triunq>h of treason, not c£ 
^our* 
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A. M. The army, without a leader, was obliged to sab- 
\>^y^^ mit i and a town, supposed to be the present Va- 
lentia, was built for their accommodation. For 
many years we find little but partial rebellions ; 
no one was found able to succeed Viriatus, or to 
concentrate the forces of the country^ 

When the civil wars of Marius and Sylla had 
weakened the Roman power in the provinces, 
the Lusitanians, always on the alert, ventured 
to erect the standard of liberty. Sertoiius, during 
his command in Spain, had gained the affections 
of the natives ; and when it was known that he 
was banished from Rome, he was chosen the 
leader of the Lusitanian forces^ 
8930, Sertorius arrived from Africa with 2600 troops 
which he called Romans, and 700 Africans; 
he was joined by 4000 Lusitstiiian iilfantry, suid 
700 cavalry, and with this force he was able 
to keep the field against Citta, whom he van- 
quished in a sea fight, and Tidius the governor 
of Boetica. He cut to pieces the whole Roman 
army under Thorianusi which Metellus had de- 
tached against him, and even obliged the Consul 
himself to return from Lusitania with disgrace. 

Sertorius was not only a great general, but 
also a great lawgiver. He lessened the taxes which 
the Lusitanians had been accustomed to pay. He 
formed the country into a republic afler the 
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maimer of Rome, , und constituted a senate of the a. m. 

cir. 3940. 

principal nobility ; the - magistracy and otlier of- 
ficers were regttlated as in Italy. He instituted 
an academy for the instruction of youth,, whom 
he provided with the best masters^ He obliged 
the nobles to send their sons to this academy,, that 
they might acquire that knowledge which was re* 
quisite and becoming their rank in life, and ne- 
cessary to render them useful in the state. 

PojviPEY,, in the height of his popularity, . was 
sent as the assistant of. Metellus against Sertorius; 
but he too was baffled in his plans,, and obliged 
to acknowledge the power of* this leader. But 
Sertorius, like Viriatus, fell a sacrifice to treachery. 
Peipenna, his lieutenant, who had long envied 
his virtues,prgani2edaconspiracy against him; and 
inviting^him to a party of pleasure at Evora, where 
the conspirators were assembled, onasigpal being 
given, after supper, he wasxiispatched with -many 
wounds. 

Sertorius, who was a true Roman, had the 
art to conciliate the s^ections of all men ; and, 
while struggling to reduce the power of the 
dictator Sylla,: he seemed to aim at nothing more 
than the liberty of Lusitania. Even at this mo- 
ment his. memory^ is cherished in Portugal, and 
his virtues and gloricms deeds are to be traced in 
the songs, and legends of the country people. 
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A. M. The army, without a leader, was obliged to sub- 
\>^y^^ mit J and a town, supposed to be the present Va- 
lentia, was built for their accommodation* For 
many years we find little but partial rebellions; 
no one was found able to succeed Viriatus, or to 
concentrate the forces of the country^ 

When the civil wars of Marius and Sylla had 
weakened the Roman power in the provinces, 
the Lusitanians, always on the alert, ventured 
to erect the standard of liberty. Sertoiius, during 
his command in Spain, had gained the afiectioni^ 
of the natives ; and when it was known that he 
was banished from Rome, he was chosen the 
leader of the Lusitanian forces. 
3930. SfiRtoRius arrived from Africa with 2600 troops 
which he called Romans, and 700 Africans; 
he was joined by 4000 Lusitanian iitfaiitry, and 
700 cavalry, and with this force he was able 
to keep the field against Citta, whom he van- 
quished in a sea fight, and Tidius the governor 
of Boetica. He cut to pieces the whole Roman 
army under Thorianusj which Metellus had de- 
tached against him, and even obliged the Consul 
himself to return from Lusitania with disgrace. 

Sertorius was not only a great general, but 
also a great lawgiver. He lessened the taxes which 
the Lusitanians had been accustomed to pay. He 
formed the country into a republic after the 
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manner of Rome, /and constkuted a senate of the a. m. 

cir. 3940. 

principal nobility ; the - magistracy and other of- 
ficers were regulated as in Italy, He instituted 
an academy for the instruction of youth,: whom 
he provided with the best masters^ He . obliged 
the nobles to send their sons to this academy,. that 
they might acquire that knowledge which was re» 
quisite and becoming their rank in life, and ne- 
cessary to render them useful in the state. 
^ PoMPEY,: in the height of his popularity, . was 
sent as the assistant of Metellus against Sertorius; 
but he too was baffled in his plans,, and obliged 
to acknowledge the power of* this leader. But 
Sertorius, like Viriatus, fell a sacrifice to treachery, 
Perpenna, his lieutenant,, who had long envied 
his virtues,,organi2eda conspiracy against him ; land 
inviting^him to a party of pleasure at Evora, where 
the consjrirators were assembled, on a signal being 
given, after supper, he was dispatched with many 
wounds. 

Sertorius, who was a true Roman, had the 
art to conciliate the s^ections of all men ; and, 
while struggling to reduce the power of the 
dictator Sylla,: he seemed to aim at nothing more 
than the liberty of Lusitania. Even at this mo- 
ment his. memory is cherished in Portugal, and 
his virtues and gloricms deeds are to be traced in 
the songs .and legends of the country people. 
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A. M. Perf£»ena succeeded Sertoiias in the command 
'/of the army, and soon fell into the snaces which 
Fompey had laid for him. His troops wer^ rout-, 
ed and dii^^sed, and hp was himself taken and 
put to death by order of Pompey^ The Lusita- 
nians, once more without a leader, were dbliged 
to submit to the Roman authority.; and from this 
period, we find but little to record with regard to 
that country. Many of its principal towns were 
destroyed by an earthquake about 70 years before 
the coming cf Christ ; and Julius Cassar^ who was 
Praetor, reduced some rebdlious tribes, which 
appear to have been the laqt elK>rts of the Lusi- 
tanian people. 

The nation now began to estteem it an honour 
to be considered a part of the Roman people^ 
Various honours were conferred upon the princi- 
pal cities, and the Lusitanians received these ho- 
nours with respect and gratitude* The Emperor 
Augustus made a tour through this country, 
which was become an integrsd part of the em- 
pire,, and his kind and conciliatory conduct 
tended not a little to rivet their chains. Be-* 
ja was styled " Pax Julia j'* Evxjra, " libe- 
ralitas Julia.*' Mertola got the name of Julia 
Myrtilis. Santarem, then called Scalabis, was 
denominated the " Julium Presiduum ;" and lis- 
bon, where he met willi m unusual degree gf 
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attention, was honoured with the appellation of a* bc, 
^' Felicitas Julia.*' Some^ of those cities were v^ryx^ 
honoured with the Jus Colonice^ while others ob- 
tained the Privilegium Muntdpiu Statues and 
temples were dedicated tp that great pionarch in 
every quarter of the land ; and from this period 
we find the history of Lusitania altogether con- 
nected with the history of Rome ; and as such, it 
is foreign to my plan to pursue it ^^ 
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CHAP. II. 



History of Portugal jjrom the invasion of the Goth 
/ in th^Jourtk centwrtf^ to the peace qfllM. 

Ann.Dom. UURING the dark ages which succeeded the 
x^^^^m^ fall of the Roman empire, we know but little of 
what took place with regard to Lusitania. The 
Franks overrun the whole of the Peninsula in the 
reign of the Emperor Decius j but it was not till 
the total subversion of the empire, that the 
Gothic tribes became masters of that country, 
although they appear to have held authority in 
Spain for some time previous to that great event. 
A, D. 411. Ataulfus, general of the Visgoths in Spain, mar- 
ried Galla Placida, the sister of the emperor Ho- 
norius, and is considered as the founder of the 
Spanish monarchy. 

The Suaevi and Alani are said to have held 
Lusitania as a separate kingdom for 177 years, 
but were finally subjugated and united with the 
kingdom of Spain, by Leovigildus, King of the 
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Goths, and the si^fteenth in succession from A- a. d. 
taulfos; ' v-n^v^ 

The Goths continued masters of the whole of 
the Peninsuk, until the cruelty of the Jcing, Don 
Rodric, the perfidy of Count Julian, and the de- 
sertion of Archbishop Ojlas, brought it under the 
dominion of the Mioors, 

About four years after the conquest of Spain by 
the Moors^ we fin4 Pelagio, ^ Gothic Prince, and 
cousin of Rodric^ collecting the scattered rem- 
nants of the Christians in the mountains of As- 
turia, and in a short time able to make war upon 
the forces of Tarifi Pelagio, however, was never 
able to extend his Conquests beyond the Astu- 
rias, but his son-in-law, who succeeded him, and 
who is known as AfFonso the First, was able to 
establish his thrbne in Leon, and to obtain pos- 
session of many towns in tusitania^ 

In proportion as the different provinces of Spain 
were recovered from the Moors, they appear for the 
most part to fiaye been ejected into kingdoms by 
the Christian princes who conquered them; Thus 
we find Don Ferdinand styled the Great, and 
Emperor, because, from being King of Castile, 
he succeeded, in right of his mother, to the 
kingdom of Leon, and in right of his wife, to 
that of Navarre. AfFonso^ the sixth of that name, 
?nd twenty-sixth in succession from AfFonso styled 
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A. D. the first of the Catholic kings, was the son of 
lU^j^vO Ferdinand the Great* He governed the kingdoms 
of Leon and Castile, and the provinces of Gblicia 
and Portugal ; and for thirty-seyen years carried 
on a most destructive war against the Moors. 
The fame of his father,^ and a desire of being en- 
gaged against the enemies of the true faith, drew 
many Christian nobles to the court of f^ain. 
Among these we find the Count Henry, who, for 
the future, must claim our sde attention. 

Henry was the fourth son of Henry, the son 
of Robert first Duke of Burgundy, and bro- 
, ther of Henry the First, King of France. He 
came to Spain probably with the troops which 
were sent by Philip, King of France, to the as- 
sistance of Afibnso; and it would appear that 
he soon became a favourite with the Emperor. 
In 1093, Henry married Theresa, the daughter 
of AfTonso ; and in 1094, on the birth of a son, 
the Emperor was pleased to bestow upon his son- 
in-law the castle of Cale, near the mouth of the 
river Douro, together with its port, and the cities. 
which had been rescued from the Moors on the 
north side of that river. At this period Henry 
took the title of Count of Porto-Cale, the name 
6f the place where he resided, and was allowed 
fey Affonso to consider as his own whatever pes- 
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sessions he might recover from the Moors, be- a. d. 
t\yeen the rivers Douro and Guadiana. 

Count Henby, it would^ appear, wjis not idle i he 
lived eighteen years as an independent prince, and 
is reported to haye^fained not less than seventeen 
signal victories over the Moors. Count Henry, 
the first of a race of distinguished sovereigns, 
was able to impose a new name upon the country 
which be governed; yet, under the dominion of 
his descendants, we shall find that the heroes of 
" Portugal'* are not less distinguished than those 
of ancient " Lusitania.*' 

Affonso Henry succeeded his father as Infant of 
Portugal at the ^e of eighteen, and the first years of 
his reign appear to have been embittered with do- 
mestic broils. For some time his contests with the 
Moors were confined to the pro\dnces of Beria and 
Estremadura ; and it often happened, that cities 
were no sooner taken than they were again re-taken* 
It appears, however, that his growing power had 
become alarming to the Moors, and that every 
effort was made by the followers of Mahomet to 
reduce it. Ismael, King or governor of Alentejo, 
the greater part of which was in the possession 
of the Moors, collected together an immense 
army to oppose the progress of Affonso. The 
troops of the Infant of Portugal were few in num- 
ber, but they were tried warriors, and accustom- 
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ed to conquer. They met the army of Ismael on 
the Campo d'Ourique, and though opposed to 
more than ten times their own number, they 
were completely victorious. Ismael and most of 
his followers were cut off, and the standards of 
five of the principal leaders of the Mahometans 
fell into the hands of the Christian army. The 
army proclaimed Affonso king on the field of 
battle, and three days afterwards he returned 
to Coimbra, where he married Matilda, second 
daughter of Amadius, Count of Savoy. 

Santarem being in the possession of the Moors,, 
they were able to make frequent inroads into the 
country which had been conquered by Affonso, 
and to lay it waste ; it therefore became an objec^ 
of some moment to possess that city, strong both 
by nature and art. Affonso took it by escalade, 
and found an immense booty, which he distribut-^ 
ed to his army i. 

Lisbon was still in the possession of the Moors, 
and Affonso could only regret his inability to take 
it. He had indeed gained many battles, and 
taken many cities ; nay, he had been proclaimed 
King of Portugal by his victorious and faithful fol- 
lowers ; the Estates of the kingdom, assembled 
at Lamego, had ratified the act of that army, and 
the Pope, Alexander III. had confirmed their 
choice J but, while his enemies remained possess- 
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ed of the first cities in his kingdom, the title was a. d. 

^f 1 > . .11 ~ cii. 1147. 

of little consequence. It is said, that, wandering 
One day on the mountains of Cintra, and regret- 
ting his want of power to become ^master of the 
fair city within his view, he espied a large fleet of 
ships making for the land. AiTonso sent one of 
his confidential officers to learn who they were, 
and whither they were bound, and, to his great 
joy, was informed that they were an army of 
14,000 Englishmen, French, and Germans, bound 
for the Holy Land, under William, Duke'of Nor- 
msmdy. The King of Portugal immediately made 
large ofiers to the leaders of^ these troops, to in- 
duce them to assist him in the reduction of Lis- 
bon. His oflPers were accepted, and after a siege 
of five months, the city was taken on the 21st or 
25th of October 1147^ With Lisbon many other 
cities fell, and the whole of what is now called 
^Portuguese Estremadura became subject to Af- 
fonso. 

Daring the assembly of the States at Lam ego, 
Affonso made known the laws by which he con- 
ceived the kingdom ought to be governedy and 
these laws, having been approved of by the nation, 
continue to the present moment unaltered - . Af- 
ter he had established his kingdom upon a sure 
basis, and after a long series of victories^ be de- 
parted this life at Coimbra, on the 6th of Decern- 
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A.D. ber 1185, in the seventy-sixth year of his age, 
f and ftfty-eighth of his reign. 

Sanchus, the only surviving son of AflFonso and 
his Queen Matilda, succeeded to the throne three 
days after his father's death. He had been edu- 
cated in the camp from his earliest infancy, and 
therefore was well qualified to govern a warlike 
people. His most remarkable conquests were the 
cities of Elvas in the Alentejo, and Sylves in Al- 
garve. And his assiduity in propagating the bless- 
ings of peace was so great, as to entitle him to the 
appellation of " Father of his country." During 
this reign, however, the nation suffered severely, 
not only from the frequent incursions of the 
Moors, but also from disease and want, in con- 
sequence of a long continued drought, and of va- 
rious civil wars which took place among his sub- 
jects. 

After a reign of twenty-six years, Sanchus died 

at Coimbra in 1212, aged fifty-seven. He left a 

a numerous family by his queen, Dulcia of Arra- 

gon, and was succeeded by his eldest son, Don 

. Affonso. 

The King of Castile, Affonso IX. having broken 
the truce which he had concluded with the Moors 
some time previous, the Pope granted a crusade, 
and the Christian princes of all nations flocked to 
his standard. The Moors were equally on the 
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alert ; and troops from Africa, and every part of a. d. 
thq Peninsula, were collected to chastise the in- v^or^ 
fidelity of the Christians, These two great armies 
met on the 16th of July 1212, near the Sierra 
Morena, where the famous battle of Las Navas was 
fought. The King of Portugal was not in this 
battle, but his troops supported with great bravery 
the credit of their nation. 

Affonso besieged, and, with the assistance of a 
fleet of Dutchmen, took Alcacer de Sal ; but the 
violence with which he persecuted his brotiier and 
sister, in violation of his solenm oath to his father, 
was the cause not only of a war with the kings of 
Leon and Castile, but also of many civil broils, 
and the destruction of some of the finest provin- 
ces of the kingdom. The noble conduct of Mar- 
tin Sanchus, natural brother of the King of Por- 
tugal, who had entered that kingdom at the head 
pf a large army from Leon, put an end to this 
cruel war. The superstition of the times in which 
Don Affonso lived, had raised the ministers of re- 
ligion to be of great consequence in the state, 
and their insolence had kept pace with their con- 
sequence. The church was embraced as a means 
of enjoying temporal benefits, and the licentious- 
ness of the clerical order exceeded all bounds. 
The prior of the order of St Domingo was so 
daring as to publish various laws, by which it was 
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A. D. declared death for the person who failed to pay 

cir. 1230* * ^ ^ * -^ 

Xmm^Y^m^ ^^^ ^^^ piopei Tespect. The king, with ^ great 
firmness, chastised the sons of the church ; and al- 
though the kingdom wad interdicted by Honorius 
III., he continued firm to his purpose, until he 
had brought the clergy to a just sense of their 
duty. Affonso reformed many abuses which had 
begun to affect the just administration of the laws, 
ind curtailed many of the enormous powers pos- 
sessed by different cities. The Moorish governors 
of Badajoz, Cordova, and Seville, were overcome 
by this prince, who, after twelve years of a most 
successful reign, was in a manner cut otf by his 
immense corpulency, in the thirty-eighth year of 
his age. 

Sanchus, the second of that n^me, and fourth 
King of Portugal, succeeded to the throne of his 
father in the twenty-first year of his age. He ap- 
pears to have been of too delicate a constitu- 
tion, and too much given to favour the dissolute 
clergy, to suit the temper of his warlike nobles. 
Weak minds are generally the cause q£ their own 
ruin. Don Sanchus, having no fixed opinions of 
his own, was entirely guided by those of his flat- 
terers or favourites. The kingdom was divided 
into parties, and discord and civil war- began to 
prevaiL Yet, amidst all these discontents, we 
find the arms of Portugal universally triumphant. 
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and a Don Payo Pires Correa, worthy of leading a.d, 
them to honour ^nd glory. The queen. Donna WyW 
Merci^ Lopes de Faro, having been considered the 
author of many of the king^s unpopulac acts, na- 
turally became the odium of the people, and the 
inhabitants of the country between the Douro 
and Minho, headed by Raimondo Viegas, go- 
vernor of jtljfe castle of Orem, marching in a body 
to Coimbra, took her prisoner, and sent her to 
Castile, where she died, without ever being able to 
see the king. Some violent proceedings against 
4he church soon rendered the king as unpopular 
with the clergy as with the nobles j and a repre- 
sentation having been made to the Pope, he was 
declared by his Holiness unworthy to reign, and 
the kingdom was given to his brother Afibnso, 
who was th§ third gf that name, and fifth king of 
Portugal. 

Sanchus was too weak-minded to support his 
own rights. He appears to have submitted quiet- 
Jy to the excommunication of the Pope, and to 
have retired to Castile. Don Aftbnso, during the 
lifetime pf his brother, was styled the Regent of 
l^ortugal, but on his death, vhich h^ppeped a- 
bout three years after he had quitted the king- 
dom, he was proclaimed king. 

The steady loyalty and valour of Ferdinand 
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AJD- Pacheco, and Martin de Freitas, the one chief 

cir. 1230. ^ ^ 

' magistrate of Celorica, and the other of Coimbra, 
deserves to be particularly mentioned in this 
place. Pacheco defended his city against all the 
forces of the Regent, and De Freitas refused to 
deliver the keys entrusted to him to any but the 
king from whom he received them. During the 
siege of Coimbra, the Alcaide was informed of 
the death of the King by the Regent ; but this 
he refused to credit, unless permitted to pro- 
ceed to Castile to ascertain the fact with his 
own eyes. The Regent accordingly permitted 
him to go ; and it is recorded of this hero, that, 
putting the keys of the city into the hands of the 
deceased King, his master, he thus addressed him, 
*5 Sir, while I believed you were alive, I exposed 
myself to every danger, suffered every misery 
' of hunger and thirst ; I ate leather and drank 
urine, that I might support your interests, ' and 
prove to you my loyalty. Now that you are dead, 
I here deliver to your Majesty the keys of that 
city which were entrusted to me. I can now re? 
Jate to the brave citizens of Coimbra that your 
Majesty is no more, and that they may indeed 
acknowledge Don Affonso for their king, without 
failing in that allegiance which they owed to you.'* 
The first care of Don Affonso, on coming to the 
|;hrone, was^ to chastise those who in any measure 
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had taken advantage of the weakness of his bro- a. n. 

cir* 1279 

ther to aggrandize themselves ; and which he did 
vnih so much regard to justice, as gained him 
the universal love of his subjects. Under the 
command of Dcfti Payo Pire^ Ccwrrea, so distin- 
guished in the reign of Sanchus, the troops of 
Portugal completed the conquest of Algarve, so 
often taken and retaken by the Moors. The 
kingdom enjoyed peace from 1252 to 1260. Af- 
fonso assembled the States-general at Leirid, and 
every exertion was made to improve the kingdom, 
and lessen the pride and insolence of the church., 
The thunder of Rome had but little eflfect upon 
the actions of this King, although the intrigues of 
the clergy appear to have embittered his latter 
moments. Affonso died in Lisbon in the 69th year 
of his age, and 34th of his reign, and w?s suc- 
ceeded by his son Dennis on the 16th of Fct 
bruary 1279. 

The great attention which Dennis paid to agri- 
culture, and the internal interests of the kingdom, 
obtained for him the appellation of The Farmer j 
and " Father of his people." He listened to the 
complaints of the clergy, and had them canvassed 
in the assembly of the nation ; and by authori- 
ties named on both sides, and the good oflSces of 
Pope Nicholas IV., every thing was accom?. 
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A. D. modated, and the interdict of Gregory X. wag 

cir. 1280. . 

'removed from the kingdom. 

The perfidy of Sanchus, King of Castile, and the 
obstinacy of his successor Ferdinand^ obliged th^ 
King of Portugal to make w»r upqn tibat country. 
The Spanish fleet surprised and toi^ some Portu- 
guese ships in the Tagus ; but being pursued by the 
Portuguese admiral, the greater part of the Spa- 
niards were either taken or djestroyed. A ha- 
rassing and bloody warfare was kept up for some 
years between the Kings of Portugal and Castile, 
much to the satisfaction of the Moorish, governor 
of Grenada, whose only hope wa^ in seeing the 
Christians destroying each other. Ferdinand o£ 
Castile was at last obliged to sue for peace, which 
was granted him ; and, in confirmation of this 
treaty, Ferdinand married Constancia, the daugh- 
ter of Dennis. And Affonso, the son of Denniisfj 
married Brites, the sister of Ferdinand. 

The greater part of this reign was spent in 
peace, and the arts and sciences began to be 
cultivated with some effect ; Dennis himsejf 
wrote some poems in Latin. He improved con- 
siderably the language of his country j he was 
the patron of learning and learned men, and the 
founder of the university of Coimbra. During 
his reign, the order of Knights Templars was- ex- 
tinguished in Europe j but Dennis gave the pro^ 
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perty o£ those knights to a new order which he a. d. 
constituted in Portugal, called the Military Order \^r Q 
of Christ, which continues to be the most dis? 
tinguished order in the kingdom. The rebelliou 
of his son was the cause of much grief to thii 
good King, who died on the 7th of January 1325, 
in the 6Sd year of his age, and 46th of his reign. 
Affonso, the fourth of that name, succeeded 
his father ; for a while he seemed to think more of 
the pleasures of the chace than of the great nation 
he was called to govern ; but, being aroused from 
this lethargy by the daring boldness of one of 
his nobles, he soon shewed that he was worthy of 
the sceptre which had been left him ^. The frugal 
economy of the late King h d left the nation in a 
most flourishing state, and the royal treasury 
well supplied with money, so that Don AfFonso 
found himself both an independent and a power- 
ful Prince. He is the author of some excellcEit 
laws; and though we are obliged, taking his 
character as a whole, to consider him as an un- 
grateful son, an unjust brother, and a cruel 
father, he was undoubtedly a great warrior, a 
wise politician, and a good King. The famous 
battle of Salada, at which the Kings of Portugal 
and Castile commanded against Haliboacen, Em- 
peror of Morocco, and Abenhamet, King of Gre- 
nada, was fought about the year 1340. Ai\d 
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A. i>. though this great victory, still celelwrated in Spain 
K^r^^u on the 28th of October, as the Victoria Christia- 
norunij was in some measure owing to the valour 
of Afibnso and his brave Portuguese, and though 
numerous spoils were found in the camp of the 
infidels, the only things coveted by the King of 
Portugal were, the royal standard ^d trumpet of 
^ Haliboacen, 

Peter the I. sumamed the Cruel, succeeded 
his father, who died in 1S57. But his reign of 
nine years, spent in avenging the murder of his 
Queen Innes de Castro, and in correcting the 
abuses which had crept into the state, offers no- 
thing worthy the attention of a soldier. The 
strictness, however, with which he executed jus- 
tice, and the attention which he paid to the com^ 
plaints of his oppressed or injured vassals, gives 
him, in my opinion, a fairer claipi to the title of 
Just, than Cruel. 

Ferdinand, the son of Peter, succeeded to the 
throne in the 22d year of his age. Having been 
persuaded to lay claim to the throne of Castile, 
then occupied by Henry the bastard, he was soon 
engaged in a cruel warfare, which had nearly 
proved the ruin of the whole kingdom. Ferdi- 
nand appears to have been a weak-minded, incon- 
stant Prince. His prodigality soon dissipated the 
wealth left him by his father, and his careless 
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inattention soon allowed the arms of the King of a. d. 
Castile to get a decided advantage over him. 
The weak indecision of Ferdinand rendered him 
a very unequal match for the firm, active, and 
vigilant Henry; and although the Portuguese 
were uniformly victorious in skirmishes and par- 
tial actions, the Spaniards were for the most part 
victorious in all general engagements. Ferdinand, 
fully occupied with his {Measures, left the manage- 
ment of the kingdom to his ministers and favour- 
ites ; and, as it seldom happens that a weak King 
has good advisers, the nation became a jprey to 
civil discord, as well as foreign warfare. 

jToHN, Duke of Lancaster, the son of our Henry 
in. having married Constance, eldest dau^« 
ter of Peter the Cruel, King of Castile, whom 
Henry had deposed and murdered, considered 
the kingdoms of Castile and Leon as belonging 
to him in right of his wife. He therefore sent 
ambassadors to the court of Ferdinand, to solicit 
his aid in removing the bastard from his usurped 
throne, and a treaty, offensive and defensive, was 
concluded between the Duke and the King of 
Portugal. It was agteed that they should take 
the field with an equal number of troops, and that 
whatever was conquered by the Portuguese should 
remain subject to Ferdinand, except the cities and 
fortified castles of Castile. Henry used every 
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means in his power to dissuade Ferdinand from 
this alliance with England, but without eflfect. 
He therefore entered Portugal with a well ap- 
pointed arid numerous army. Henry's object 
appears to have beefn, to get possession of Lis- 
bon, so that, master of bis capital, he might be 
able to force the weak Ferdinand to consent 
to his wishes. The brave citizens of Lisbon 
foiled the well laid plans of Henry ; for neither 
the arms nor the gold of Castile could induce 
them to betray the rights of their Sovereign. The 
citizens suffered a liiost harassing siege for several 
months, while the King remained quietly at San- 
tarem enjoying his pleasures, without making a 
single effort to relieve them ; at last, through the 
mediation of Cardinal Guido, sent on purpose by 
Pope Gregory XI., a peace was effected be- 
tween the two Kings, and Lisbon was released 
from this cmel but memorable seige. 

By this treaty the Kings of Portugal and Castile 
agreed to join the King of France in the war against 
England ; and Ferdinand was bound to refuse all 
manner of supplies to the English army already 
in Portugal, under the Duke of Lancaster^ This 
peace was not of long duration ; for at the sariie mo- 
ment that Ferdinand was apparently cementing the 
bonds of peace and friendship with John, the suc- 
cessor of Henry of Castile, he was enterifig into a 
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Secret treaty with the Duke of Lancaster and Ear J a. n. 
of Cambridge in England, to assist them in their at- \miy^ 
tempt to dethrone' that monarch. In consequence 
of this treaty, the Earl of Cambridge airrived in: 
Portugal with the English army ; but the irregu- 
larities and cruelties committed by that army, 
which had never before been in any but an 
enemy's country, soon rendered all union with 
the Portuguese impracticable. 

The reign of Ferdinand was most inglorious 
for Portugal. The luxury of his court, and the 
infidelity of his Queen, might have passed unno- 
ticed in a more degenerate age. But in those 
days they were looked upon as very uncommon. 
The fleets o£ Spain carried the horrors of war 
into the very heart of Lisbon ; an& for a time, it 
almost seemed that the efieminacy of the court 
had changed the very feelings as well as morals 
of the people. 

Ferdinanix left no male heir. The Queen, 
Leonora, was left Regent of the kingdom, 
which it was intended should pass to the son of 
his daughter Donna Brites, who had married 
John, King of Castile. The Portuguese, afraid of 
coming under the dominion of a King of Spain, 
obliged John, Grand Master of the order of Aviz, 
and natural son of Peter I. to ask for the re- 
gency of the kingdom, until a son of Donna 
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A. D. Brites was of SLSte to ^cend the throne. This the 

cir. 1383. ^ 

i^Y^/ King of Castile refiised ; and attempting to have 
himself proclaimed King of Portugal in right of 
his wife, the people were roused to a sense of thar 
danger, and naturally cast their eyes upon the 
Grand Master, who was the idol of the nation^ 
Having sacrificed the Count of Orem to the fury 
of the mob, Don John was proclaimed Regent 
and guardian of the kingdom in December 1 883. 
The Regent was soon able to make head against 
the forces of Castile, who had entered the king- 
dom with the view of asserting their master's right 
to the throne, and his motherrin-law's to the re- 
gency ; and though a powerful portion of the 
nobles were inimical to his views, yet the whole 
bpdy of the people shewed themselves ready to 
support him in whatever he might attempt. The 
Queen Leonora was obliged to retire to Alenquer, 
and from thence to Santarem, where she W93 met 
by the King of Castile and his army, which had 
proclaimed him King of Portugah Many cities, 
in the first instance, submitted to the authority 
of the King, and the l^anish army came a second 
time to sit down before the walls of Lisbon. 

The Regent was indefatigable in his exertions. 
Ambassadors were sent to England, ajod returned 
with assistance both in money and troops. The Por- 
tuguese under the immediate command of Nuno 
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Alves Pereira, who had got into the rear ^ thf ar- a. j>.. 
nay, were victorious ia every eBgagement with the y^^^^sj 
Spaniards, among whom the plague began to 
commit si^ch ravages, that the King was isoou 
obliged to raise the siege, and retire upon Ca$^ 
Itile ; not, however, without threatening to return 
and take ample vengeance. IJunO Alves Pereir^, 
who had raised 200 lancers, atid lOOO infantiy, at 
liis own expence, carried on sui aqtive wai^e in 
the Alentejo, obligii?^ the refractory nx;^bles ai;^d 
(Citizens to acknowledge the authority of the Ee<- 
gent. 

The Portuguese fleet, under Buy Pereiia, bro- 
ther to Nuno, gained a complete viptoiy over the 
Castilians in the Tagus. And as soon ^^ the 
kingdom was evacuated by the Spanish aimy^ the 
Regent assembled the general Cortes kp, CAimbxA, 
where he was almost unanimouriy invited to aCKJ^t » 
-of tlie crown, as the only means of saving the 
country fropg^ ruin. On the Gth of April 13859 
John was proclaimed king and defender of Pof" 
tugal. His first act was 4;o appoint his faithful 
friend, Nuno Alves Peifeira, constable of the 
kingdom, and master of his household. The 
other. <c^Bces of the state were bestowed, with equfil 
justice and discrimination, and the most active 
measures were ad(^ted to repel a second invasion, 
which was threatened by the Kxog of Castilp. 

P 

Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



50 THE HISTORY [Chap. IL 

A. D. 1385. The speech of the constable to the people of Por- 
^^^'^^''^ tugal, so elegantly paraphrased by Camoens, ought 
to be in the hand of every soldier of that nation 
at this moment. It is worthy the great man who 
spoke it; and the manner in Which his views were 
seconded, reflects the highest honour on the na- 
tion to whom it was addressed *. 

The King of Castile, as was expected, left Cor- 
dova at the head of a numerous army, and invad- 
ed Portugal by the Alentejo. The first city laid 
siege to was Elvas, where, having taken a poor 
peasant, he ordered his hands and ears to be cut 
off, and sent him into the city, which had refused to 

' surrender, with a paper on his breast, declaring that 
such would be the fate of theinhabitants, if theydid 

'not open their gates immediately. The governor, 

* Don Gil Fernandes, to shew the great King how 
little he valued his threats, ordered two Spanish 

' prisoners tobe treated in the same inhuman manner, 
and sent out to the army with a paper, to say that 
thus he would treat every prisoner in his power, 
if a single peasant was molested for the future. 

Finding Elvas too strong, and too well defended, 
to be easily reduced, the King of Castile passed 
on with his army, determined, as he declared, to 
take revenge on Lisbon, which had twice foiled 

* his attempts. Bui he had not now a weak King, 
vpr a dqected people, to contend with. Roused 
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to a sepse of their: danger, and henided by a prince a. d. laas. 
^whom they loved, and in whose valour they could ^"^"^^"^ 
.confide, the Portuguese no longer considered the 
threats and numbers of the enemy. The Kii?g of 
-^Portugal quitted Guimeraens, wbpre he had been 
with the constable, and, collecting together the 
-whole of his forces from X)porto, Coimbra, and 
other places, he foUoM^ed the route of the ii^vading 
^rmy; and, <m.*he lt4tii of August, he .overtook 
^em joear the plain . of .AljtjJbarrota. 
J The immense superiority of die Spaniards in 
,point of numbers appeared to d^npp the spirits of 
the Portuguese for. a short time j but the valour 
;Of the constable, and the ccmfidence which they 
had in the King, rendered them equal to apy en^ 
4erprise, and an immediate ^ttaclc was decided 
.upon. The Castilians, aecui'e in their imfnbers, 
^nd despising the haqdfiil of troops opposed to 
.them, perhaps did net adopt sjuch measures-to se- 
cure the victory, as they Bright have d<Hie« 

The Portuguese army, which, according to the 
.best accounts, did not exceed ,5500, ^the* Spa- 
niards say 10,000 infantry, and 2000 cavalry), 
was most advantageously ppiM^ed in a plain, with 
a deep impassable ravine on each flank. It was 
divided into^ two bodies j the command of the 
Tight wing was given to Mem Rodrigues, that <^ 
^ thiP left to Baymu^idlo de y^concelles. ^ Th^cwj- 
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A.D.385. Stable led the vanguard e£ the left wing, which 
y'^^^^'^ was composed of about 200 Englishmen, and 600 
lancers, chiefly sons of noblemen. The King l^d 
on the right wing ii^ person, accompanied with 
700 lancers, which formed his guard. A consi^ 
derable space was left between the two wings, w 
bodies of the army, and the cavalry were stationi* 
ed on the flanks of each corps. 

The army was thus formed with its front to. 
wards Leiria j but a movement of the enemy 
obliged John to front towards Aljubarrota^ which 
gave a Considerable advantage to the Spaniards, 
as the dazzling of the sun in the faces of the 
Portuguese prevented them from distinguishing 
accurately the movements of their opponents. 

The King of Portugal, at the instigation of tte 
Puke of Lancaster, had declared in favour of 
Urban Vlt who had been elected Pope in ppposi-^ 
tion to Clement VII* supported by the Spaniards; 
30 that, in addition to the cause of the <:ountry, 
religion was also broughf; into action ; and, pre- 
vious to the commenpement of the engagement, 
the Archbishop of Braga, clothed in white, ran 
from rank tp rank, absolving and encouraging the 
troops. 

The action commenced, on the part of the 
Spaniards, with a discharge from two pieces of 
IMiillery, the first ever used in the Fepinsula, 
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litrhich killed two brothers, and seemed to excitelA.D.i385. 
a x^onsiderable alarm among the Portuguesci But "^^ 
a soldier, either from design or accident, cidling 
out immediately^ ** The victory is ours,-^Heaven 
has cut off the only two traitors in our ranks^ 
who were guilty of the greatest crimes; let 
iis to the charge!" the arniy rushed on to 
dose combat. The contest was long and bloody 
on both sides, and the constable, overpowered 
by numbers, was obliged at one time to retire 
upon the reserve* Having rallied his troops^ 
Und being supported by the whde of the left 
wing, he again led then! to the charge^ at the 
same time that the King and the right wing 
made a desperate effort to break the Spanish 
tine* This combined attack M^as suCcessfuL The 
Spaniaifds were thrown into confusion, which be« 
mg perceivedlby the King of Portugal^ he imme* 
diately left his post at the head Of the right wing, 
and advanced in front of the centre of bis army, 
calling with a loud voice, ** Soldiers, follow yont 
King, and he will shew yOu the rOad tO Victory/* 

The Spaniards were rallied by the presence of 
their King, who, unable to ride on horseback, 
was carried in the rear in a litter, and the victory 
for a long time remained doiibtfuL But the su* 
perior valour of the Portuguese overcame tlie 
numbers exposed to them } and the mortality he- 
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A. D. 1385. mg, great amongst the Spanish officers, the ranks 
^""^^^^'^ got into confusion, and the rout became general- 
The King with: some difficulty escaped being 
taken prisoner, but the royal standard^ of Castile, . 
and ttesceptre of the kk3gdom,^fell into the hands' 
of the victorious ^rmy. 

If we ccmsider the small number of John's troops^ 
the irregular maixner in which they were armed,, 
many having only long pol^, and take into account^ 
the weHrarmed host, with artillery, opposed to- 
them, this ivicto^. has seldom b^en equalled in any 
age or country^ .The Spaniards are said to havcj 
lost 10,000 or. 12,000 men in this engj^ement, a 
greater? number :than. the whereof the Portuguese 
army. The Xing of Castile fled from the field 
<>f battle, passed through Santarem, and, embark- 
ing in the Tagus, proceeded to Seville, ami from: 
thence tor Carmona, where he lived in the greatest 
misery, being unable- to bear up against so severe 
a defeat. John remained on the field for three 
days, and afterwards retired with his prisoners ta, 
Santarem, where he rewarded, with great care^ 
thos6 fpUowers who had gained him so signal a 
victory.. > ^ - ' -^ 

Eiftbassadors were sent to communicate thi& 
victory to the. King of England, and to invite the 
Duke of Lancaster to take advantage of so favour- 
able a circumstance to ]?!^oyer the kingdom of 
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OastUe for his daughter, now the legitimate heir K-oabs^, 
to the crown. n-^vs-/ 

John of Gaunt, though sixty years of age, was 
easily persuaded to embark in this hazardous en* 
terprise ; and, leaying England with a powerful 
fleet and army, and accompanied by his wife and 
two daughters, the Ladies Phillippa and Con- 
stance, he arrived at Corunna on the 26fth of July^ • 
Some say that he took possession of this city, others 
that he did not, but that, being obliged to raise 
the siege, he proceeded to Oporto, where he met 
the King of Portugal. 

The Kings of Castile and Navarre, alarmed at 
this junction of the two powerful armies of Eng- ' 
land and Portugal, had. recourse to Charles VL 
of France, from whom they received a reinforce- 
ment of 2CXX) cavahy, commanded by Louis of 
Bourbon, the uncle of Charles* A treaty waa 
concluded between the King of Porti^gal and the 
Duke of Lancaster ; and while the armies were 
preparing to take the field, the King and the 
Lady Phillippa were married at Oporto. When 
the King took the field, the Queen retired to 
Coimbra, where, having a council assigned her^^ 
she was entrusted with tihe management of the in- 
ternal affairs of the nation. 

The Portuguese army which joined the Dukci^ 
of Lancaster, consisted of 3000 lancers, 2100 
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A.D. 1387. archers, stnd 5000 infantry, under the command 
^^^^^^^"^^ of the King in person. The allied armies entered 
the kingdom of Leon, where several cities were 
reduced j but the want of provisions, and a great 
mortality in the English army, occasioned by the 
heat of the climate, obliged the two leaders to 
retire upon Portugal. Hie troops were quartered 
in the province of Beira, — the King proceeded ta 
JLisboUj and the Duke to Coimbra, to see his fa* 
itiily. The Duke, however, returned immediate- 
ly to th6 army at Trancoso, where he had nearly 
been assassinated by a hireling of the King of 
Spain. 

The King of Portugal, being in bad health, 
was confined in Lisbon j the Spaniards therefore 
sent to Lancaster to offer terms of peace, and as 
these terms were considered more advantageous 
than a doubtful contest, they were accepted of. 
The Infant Henry, the heir ^ the Kiitg of Castile, 
married the Lady Constance, the legitimate heir 
to the crown of &er grandfather, Pedro the Cru^l j 
and the Duke of Lancaster received a pension 
for life of L. 40,000, and 600,000 florins, % a 
coippensation for th^ expenees of the war. 

The Duke of Lancaster quitted the Peninsula 
immediately after the signing of this treaty ; but 
as the King of Portugal was not included in it, 
thie war was continued otf his part for some tini6 
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longer, and with such success, that the King of A.D.1390. 
Castile was reduced to sue for peace, and com- '^^^'^'^^ 
pelled to sign a truce, which lasted for three 
years. 

At the conclusion of this truce, a peace was 
effected between the two nations, and John I. 
fbund himself firmly seated on the throne of Por- 
tugal. But the infidelity of the Spaniards obliged 
the King to have recourse to arms, almost as soon 
as the treaty of peace was signed. He took pos- 
session of Badajoz and Albuquerque, and refused 
to deliver them up until the conditions of the 
treaty were fulfilled by Henry II. who had suc- 
ceeded to the crown. 

This treaty, however, as well as several others 
rfthe same nature, can be considered only a sus- 
pension of arms^ j as the hatred which existed be- 
tween the two nations, and which has in some 
measure been carried down to the present times^ 
«oon induced new wars, and a disregard to all 
treaties. 

After a fruitless struggle of some years, the Spa- 
niards, worsted in every campaign, w^re obliged 
seriously to sue for a peace. It was adjusted by 
the resjJective plenipotentiaries, and ratified by 
John, and John II. who had succeeded to .the 
throne <rf Castile. For eight or ten years the 
kingdpm enjoyed an uninterrupted repose, which,. 
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A. D. 1400. though favourable to the increasing power and; 
wealth of the nation, did not suit the warlike 
temper of the Prince or liis brave nobler. Be- 
sides, the Princes Edward, Peter, and Henry, 
were now capable of bearing arms, and anxious 
to distinguish themselves. 

In a private family-discussion, at which the 
Princes John and Ferdinand, and the Count de 
Barcellas assisted, it was agreed, that an attempt 
should be made upon Ceuta, a rich and populous 
city belonging to the Moors on the coast of Africa, 
and the refuge of all the Moorish pirates. John's 
first care was, to procure a fleet capable of trans-' 
porting his army ; for this purpose, every exertion 
was made to equip as many ships as possible in Por- 
tugal, while many were freighted in England and 
Germany, and in different ports of Spain. New 
levies of men were raised in every province. The 
nation entered into the arrangements of the King 
with great alacrity ; and though every person was 
able to assign some reason for so formidable ar^ 
expedition, yet the intentions of ihe King were 
never suspected. 

The fame of the King of Portugal, and his> 
warlike preparations, brought many strangers 
to Lisbon to offer their services in the expedi- 
tion. In a short time the sea was covered with 
ships of every kind and description, and no# 
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thing but the cry of war was heard throughout a. D.iits- 
the land. In the beginning of August, this fleet, 
amounting to 230 sail, left the Tagus* The Prince 
Don Peter commanded the ships, and the Count 
of Barcellas the gallies. The King was accom- 
panied by the constable, and almost the whole of 
the nobility of Portugal,. Amongst the strangers 
mentioned as accompanying the expedition, is an 
Englishman who had equipped four ships of war 
at his own expence. 

The fleet touched first at Lagos, and after- 
wards at Faro, where the King was pleased to 
make known his intentions for the first time* 
When the fleet approached Gibraltar, the inha- 
bitants sent a deputation to wait upon the King, 
with various presents, and to sue for peace. On 
the 14th of August, the whole came to anchor 
before Ceuta ; and on the 15th, the King visited 
every ship in the fleet, exhorting his soldiers to 
conduct themselves as they were wont, and to 
support the glory of the nation* 

The Moors made every exertion to impede the 
landing of the Christians, but without efffect. Th^ 
Portuguese not only drove them from the shore, 
where they were drawn up to prevent their land- 
ing, but pursuing closely, they entered the city at 
the same -time with .the flying Moors. After a 
dreadful contest in the streets of Ceuta, the go^ 
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A.i>.i4i5. vernor was obliged to retire with Bis troops to thef 
^"T^*^ citadel, and allow the Princes, Edward and Henry, 
to remain masters of the city. The King landing 
with the remainder of the army, the whole was 
soon reduced; when, after returning thanks to? 
God in the principal mosque, the three Princes, 
Edward, Henry, and Peter, together with such of 
the nobles as had most distinguished themselves^ 
were knighted^ according to the custom of that 
age. 

The plunder was immense } but for some timie the 
King seemed doubtful whether he ought to eras^ 
the city, or leave a garrison to defend it. It was at 
^ast decided, that a garrison should be left in 
Ceiita, and the government was offered to Martin 
Affonso de Mello j but Mello having declined this 
honour, it was asked for and obtained by Don 
Pedro de Menezes, Count of Isla in Spain, and 
who, for his distinguished services in the defetic^ 
of this first foreign conquest, was made Marquis 
of ViUa Real in Portugal. 

John left Ceuta on the 2d of September, and 
^ returned to Portugal ; where, having allowed hi^ 
troops to return to their houses, and rewarded 
with a liberal hand the foreign levies who had as- 
sisted him, he was received in a most flattering 
manner by his admiring subjects. The Prince 
Don Petef was created Duke of Braganza, and 
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Ultras the founder of that illustrious house; audA.D.i4d3. 
Don^enry was created Duke of Viseu, 

It would lead me iato a detail incompatible 
with the limits which I have assigned to the pre- 
sent sketch, was I to pursue the narrative (£ 
the almost more than -human exertions with which 
the garrison of Ceuta, and their brave governor, 
defended it against the powerful armies of the 
Moors J nor can I do more than recommend to 
^e mihtary reader to study this period of tiie 
Portuguese history* The nation was not only 
imiversally triumphant in xu*ms, but the most dis- 
tinguished in Europe in the cultivation of thg arts 
und sciences. Under the {Mttronage of John L 
and his son Henry, a spirit of enterprise was fos* 
tered; new countries were discovered; and 
Henry, an able scholar and mathematician him- 
self, was surrounded by the learned men of every ^ 
xxation in Europe* 

Sensible of the blessings of peace, John was at 
great pains to strengthen the bonds of friendship 
with Castile ; and, though the first gener^d of the 
age in which he lived, he was equally distinguish- 
ed as a peace-maker K John I. died at Coimbra 
on the 14th of August 143S, in the 77th year of 
jiis age, and 48th of his reign. 

EnwAiin, who succeeded to the crown, was 
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AD. 1438. perhaps as good, and certainly as learned a. King 
as his father, though far inferior as a general. 

At the soUcitation ef the Princes Henry and Fer- 
dinand; a second expedition left Portugali with 
the avowed intention of taking Tangiers. . Afta: 
&L siege of thirty-eight days, the Christians were 
jobliged to retire from before the city. In this 
retreat they were surrounded by an innumerable 
tarmy of Moors, through which they bad to cut 
their way ; but, after twelve days of almost con- 
tinued fighting, and in want of every kiad of su&« 
Penance, they were completely overpowered, anil 
^obliged to capitulate^ 

In this capitulatimi it was stipulated, diatCeuta 
should be restored to the Moors in exchange for 
what remained of the brave Chpstian anny ; and 
that Prince Ferdinand should be left with the itv- 
X £dels as a hostage, until the terms were fulfilled, 
and the son of the Emperor Zalabenzala remain 
with Prince Henry for the same purpose. This 
capitulation was never fulfilled, as the nation voted 
against it. Henry returned to Portugal, but did 
not appear at court ; and the unfortunate Ferdi- 
nand was allowed to perish in a dungeon in Africa, 
without its being in the power of his brother to 
relieve him. 

The pjague raged with such fury in Portugal, 
that the prosecution of the war in Africa became 
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perfectly impracticable ; and the few remaining a. b. 1447. 
years of this Prince's reign were spent in endea- ^^^'^^^'^^ 
vouring to ameliorate, in some measure, the suf- 
ferings of his disconsolate vassals. Edward died 
of the plague at Thomar, on the 9th of Septem- 
ber 1438, after a most unfo^rtunate reign of five 
-years. 

' Affonso V„ surnamed the African, succeeded 
his father in the 6th year of his age. The Queen 
his mother, daughter, of Perdinand I. of Arragon, 
was left the guardian of the young King, an^ 
Eegent of tie kingdom. But the nation refused 
to be directed by a Queen Regent} and the In- 
fant, Don Peter, as the eldest of the late King^s 
brothers, was in a manner compelled to take upon 
him the government of the kingdom, while the 
guardianship of the young King, and the other 
Princes, was left entirely with tiie Queen. This, 
however,' she refused, and quitting Portugal, re- 
tired into Castile, /where she died in 144f8. ^ 

The regency of the Infant Peter is not marked 
by any circumstance which renders it worthy of 
the notice of the military reader. His unfortu- 
nate end will ever appear as a stain in the charac- 
ter of Affonso. 

Determined to avenge the death of his uncle 

Ferdinand, and to recover the lost glory of the 

' Portuguese in Africa, Affonso left Lisbon with 
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A.D.i47i.a fleet of 220 sail in 1458, and disembarked at 
^^^^^^""^ Alcacer Ceguer, about six leagues from Ceuta* 
This city was well defended, but the Portuguese, 
led an by Prince Henry, who had accompanied 
the King, were soon in possession of it. The 
young King distinguidied himself very much in 
this first engagement 5 and after putting the for* 
tifications into good order, and appointing Don 
Edward de Menezes, natural son of the first go- 
vernor of Ceuta, captain-general of the city, be 
proceeded with the army to Centa. 

llie brave de&nee which this litde place of Al- 
cacer maintained against a powerful army of tiie 
Moors for fifty-three days, deserves to be read 
with every attention^ Tbe King was not so for- 
tunate in an action wiili the Moors near the Sier- 
ra of Bennacofu, as in it he lost one of bis birav- 
est officers, the Count Don Edward de Menezes* 
Alfonso returned himself to Portugal, but the 
war was continued against the Moors for almost 
the whole of his reign^ 

In 1471, he left Lisbon a second time with 
a powerful fleet and army, with a determina- 
tion to take Argill, a rich and powerful city on 
the coast near Ceuta, which he accomplished by 
assault on St Bartholomew's day, though not 
without the loss of'some brave officers. The in- 
habitants of Tangiers, alarmed at &e fate of 
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Argill, abandoned their city; and it was takenA.i>.u8i. 
possession of by Afibnso without opposition. ^-^'vx^ 

After this fortunate and glorious campaign, Af- 
fonse returned in great triumph to Portugal, where 
he married Joanna, the daughter and heir of 
Henry IV. of Castile, which laid the founda- 
tion of much cruel warfare in both kingdoms* 
On the death of Henry, Affonso claimed the 
crown in right of his wife; and it was also 
<?laimed by Ferdinand, King of Arragon, who 
was married to the late King's sister. Both 
were sworn Sovereigns by their respective partis 
zans, and both took the field with powerful armies 
to make good their claims. A severe and bloody 
battle was fought near Toro, where each claimed 
the victory; and although AfFonso was in most 
instances victorious in his engagements with the 
King of Arragon, yet in this he certainly had the 
worst of it^ and as the nobles of Castile be- 
gan to desert his cause, he was obliged to quit 
that kingdom, which, notwithstanding his voyages 
to France, &c. he never was able to get posses^ 
sion ofi 

For a short period during this reign, the peace 
between England and Portugal was interrupted. 
The* Prince John, who, in the, absence of his 
father, was proclaimed King, continued the war 
against Castile with some success. But it was 
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A. D. 1481. become so ruinous and distressing to both na- 
tions, that a peace was at last concluded. In 
1481, Afibnso was seized with the plague, which 
was devastating his kingdom, and died at Cintra 
in the 49th year of his age, and 46th of his reign. 
JoHK II. found the kingdom in a most ruined 
state, from the continued foreign as well as dor 
mestic wars in which his father had been engaged. 
His first care was to meet the States-general of 
the nation, and to take sijch measures as seemed 
necessary for improving the internal state of the 
kingdom, and for reducing within bounds the 
overgrown power of the nobles. The Duke pf 
Braganza fell a sacrifice to this reformation. 

This King appears to have been more anxious 
to prosecute discoveries on tlie coast of Africa, 
than to increase his conquests in the interior. 
Under his auspices, navigation was much improv- 
ed, and the ships of Portugal for the first time 
doubled the Cape of Good Hope. We find the 
Portuguese character at this period not mote dis- 
tinguished for their gallantry in the field of battle, 
than for the patience and perseverance, as well asj 
noble-mindedness, with which they pursued their 
long voyages of discovery. 

Columbus, on his return to Europe, after the dis- 
covery of America, landed first at Lisbon, and was 
f epeiyed 8t the cpurt of Jojin with great ecjat. 
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The reign of John II. was indeed glorious for a. d. 1497. 
•Portugal. But if we except a few troops sent to 
reduce some rebellious tribes upon the coast of 
Ouinea, it offers nothing remarkable in a military 
point of view. 

Manuel, Duke of Beja, the son of Ferdinand, 
and grandson of Edward, the brother of Affonso 
y. succeeded to the crown, as nearest heir to his 
(Cousin. The long and glorious reign of this 
great Prince is so replete with conquests and dis- 
jcoveries, that I can do little more than glance at 
the most remarkable. 

The discoveries of John, and the internal im- 
provements of the nation during his peaceable 
reign, had tended much to increase the wealth as 
well as power of the monarch. Fond of the same 
pursuits, and aware of the advantages which had 
J)een derived from the line of conduct adopted by 
his predecessor, Manuel gave his whole mind to 
^Ihe prosecution of his plans. At the time of 
John's death, an expedition was about to sail to 
complete the discovery of India by the Cape of 
Good Hope. Manuel continued the equipment 
of this expedition ; and on the 9th of July 1497, 
the great Vasco de Gama left the Tagus with 
four ships and 160 men. On the 20th of No- ^ 
vember, he doubled the Cape of Good Hope j 
And after touching at Mozambique, and other 
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A.t>; 1449. places on- the east coast of Africa, he arrived at 
Calicut in the month of May 1498. Gama coast* 
ed along India for some time after he left Calicut ; 
but, returning towards Portugal, he arrived at 
Lisbon in September 1499. 

The success of Gama induced the King to send 
out a larger fleet next year, which was intrusted 
to Pedro Alvarez Cabral. Having steered rather a 
westerly course, Alvarez, on the 24th of May 1501, 
discovered that part of the continent of South 
America to which he gave the name of Santa 
Cruz, and which is now known as the Brazils, 
Alvarez arrived at Calicut, and from thence saiU 
ed to Cananor ; where, having obliged the King 
to acknowledge the sovereignty of the King of 
Portugal, and loaded his fleet with the spices and 
riches of India, he shaped his course for his native 
country, and, after a long and dapgerous voyage, 
reached Lisbon in safety/ 

I have mentioned these two voyages to India, 
not because they are connected with the military 
history of the country, but on account of their 
forming so memorable an epoch in the history of 
Portugal, as well as in that of Europe. Vasco d^ 
Gama sailed a second time for- India, with a de-? 
termination to chastise the Zamorin of Calicut for 
bis treachery to himself and to Alvarez de Cabral, 

With Gajna I must mention the pames of 
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a Pacheco and aii Albuquerque, who were a*A.D.i5to/ 
tnongst the earliest of the Portuguese heroest 
in India, but whose invincible valour was often 
stained with acts of the direst cruelty* The 
conquest of Goa was effected by Affonso AlbiK 
querque in 1570, and was defended against oner 
of the most powerful armies ever cdlected' to- 
gether in India* Indeed, the prodigies of valour 
performed by the Portuguese in that distant world 
appear almost incredible ; and before the end of 
Dcm Manuel's reign, almost the whole of India 
had acknowledged his power, and agreed to pay 
him tribute. 

John IIL succeeded his father in 1521, at the 
age of nineteen. He was more anxious to pre< 
serve- the conquests already made, than to attempt 
others. Several cities in Africa were given up to 
the Moors ; and he appears to have been more 
occupied in propagating the religion of the gospel 
than in spreading the terror of his arms. He im« 
proved and enlarged the University of Coimbra j 
and I fijid, at this period, my far-famed country- 
man, George Buchanan, first professor of Greek 
in that celebrated school ^ After reigning thirty- 
five years, John died at Lisbon on the llth of 
June 1557, in the 55th year of his age. 

Dew Sebastian succeeded his' grandfather in 
the third year of his s^e. The Jdngd<^m was go- 
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.D.1570, verned for some time by the Queen his mother^ 
and afterwards by his uncle, the Cardinal Henry ^ 
and although we may say with some truth, that 
during this minority the glory of Portugal began 
to decline, yet the memorable siege of Marzagam 
was never surpassed by any in the annals of this 
or any other country. This small place was^ 
known to be defended by a weak garrison, and 
the Emperor of Morocco determined to make a 
great effort for its recovery. An army of 8000 
fuzileers, 15,000 cavalry, and 70,000 infantry, un- 
der the command of the Emperor's son, sat down 
before the fort, which then had not more than 
700 infantry and 100 cavalry to defend it. When 
the news of this siege reached Portugal, the whole 
nation seemed anxious tO' fly to the aid of their 
countrymen. The Queen, who was at that time 
Regent, made every preparation for sending 
them assistance ; and Alvaro de Carvalho, the 
captain of the fort, who was absent in Portugal, 
was immediately dispatched with 400 of the first 
nobility and gentry of the nation, who, .without 
leave of their relations or the Queen, embarked 
in such numbers, that it was absolutely necessary 
to prevent them by force. Before Carvalho reach- 
ed Africa, about 300 volunteers had found their 
way there from Algarve at their own expence, as 
also 100 soldiers, who had been dispatched along 
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with those volunteers by George de Silva. When a.d.ibt*. 
Carvalho arrived, the whole of the garrison of^^'^^^^^ 
Marzagiam did not exceed 2600 men, including 
the troops which he brought with him, and a de- 
tachment from Ceuta. Yet this handful of brave 
fellows withstood a siege iti which all the arts and 
Stratagems of war were brought into play against 
them for nearly two months, and a considerably 
time after the walls were completely destroyed, 
and they even obliged the remains of the powerful 
army of the Emperor to retire with disgrace. 

The young King was brave to a degree of rash- 
ness, and was early persuaded by the Jesuits, who 
ivere now in a manner the Sovereigns of Portugal, 
to engage in what was deemed a holy war. Iti 
1574, he sailed for Africa, where he was suc<!es^- 
ful in several partial engagements with the Moors 
u;nder the walls of Ceuta and Tangiers. On his 
return to Portugal^ he gave himself up entirely 
to the direction of the Jesuits. It would appear, 
that they wrought up his young mind to believe 
it possible to conquer the whole of Africa, — to 
eraze the walls of Constantinople, and, become 
master of Egypt. Every exertion was used to 
•Vsuse troops in his own kingdom^ and about 3000 
Spaniards, 3000 Germans, and 900 Italians, were 
taken into his pay. 

In opposition to the prayers and intreaties 
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A.D.1574. of his council, and of every well«informed per- 
son in the kingdom, Sebastian left Lisbon on 
this Quixotic expedition, with an army which 
did not amount to^ more than 18,000 men.. The 
King of Spain, his uncle, had used every means 
in his power to divert him from this war, but. 
in vain. The nation was reduced to beggary 
to pay his foreign troops, and the whole of his 
own nobility were commanded to attend him 
in the field. Before he could come to a ge* 
neral action with Abdelmelic, his army was re^ 
duced, by sickness and death, to about 12,000;. 
and even then they were not in the best order, as^ 
there appears to have been neither subordination 
nor discipline in the camp.. With this ill-orga^ 
nized and mutinous army, he was advised to« 
march by land to Larache, a town at some dis« 
tance from the placfe wher^ the army had been dis- 
embarked, and to which he might have gone by 
sea. 

On the fifth day^s march, the numerous army 
of the Emperor of Morocco was discovered in an 
advantageous position on the banks of the river 
Luque. Sebastian halted for the night on the 
banks of a small river in sight of the enemy. 
Muley Mahomed, the dethroned Emperor, in 
whose favour the King of Portugal had taken iq> 
^rms, had some partisans ia his nephew's camp, 
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and 3000 were about to desert to the Chris- a-d-isti. 
tian army J but the plot was discovered, and, 
by changing the whole of the officers of his army, 
Abdehnelic put an end to the hopes of Mahomed. 
Various were the opinions offered to Sebastian 
during the night. Some were for retiring, others 
for marching . in a different direction, while the 
disorderly army seemed determined to engage the 
Moors. At day-light they marched from the en- 
campment with the greatest firmness and regu^ 
larity, and advanced upon the enemy. The Por* 
tuguese volunteers were in the advanced guardy 
commanded by Don Pires de Tavora* The Ger- 
man and Italian musketeers, with the Portuguese 
troops from the garrison of Tangiers, formed te 
rig^t wing. The Spaniards formed the left wing,^ 
while the POTtuguese regiments of Noronha and 
Silveira formed the centre. The reserve was com- 
posed of the regiments of Tavora and Sequeira.. 
The cavalry, amounting to I50e^ were formed inta 
a triangle in the rear of the infantry, and the bag- 
gage was placed between the cavalry and infantry 
cf the right wing. The army of Abdelmelic was 
drawn up in three lines, in the form of acrescenL^ 
He had a body of 10,000 cavalry posted on each 
flank, aaid a strong reserve of that arm in the rear 
pf his infantry. His first intention was not to en- 
gage the Portuguese J but> finding that his life w^ 
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A.D.1574. near a close, and fearful that his troops might desert 
his brother after his death, he resolved to fight* 

The small army of the Christians no sooner came 
in contact with the troops of Abdelmelic, than it 
was completely surrounded. The battle was long 
andvbloody. The young Eang t<ras Seeii every 
where encouraging his brave soldiers, and pepi 
forming prodigies of valour. But nothing could 
withstand the numbers of the enemy. Abdel- 
melic expired in the heat of the engagement,' 
but this circumstance was concealed from hi* 
troops. The bravest leaders of the Portuguese 
were cut oiF in detail. Sebastian himself at length 
fell, and with him the flower of the nobility of Por- 
tugal. When the news of this disaster reached the 
kingdom; it is impossible to paint the misery and 
confusion which it occasioned. Every family in 
the nation had to mourn some brother, son, or 
father lost. 

It is not my intention to enter into the in^ 
trigues which characterised the . few years of the 
Cardinal Henry's reign, or to notice the perfidy 
which sold the crown to Philip II. of Spain. It 
is enough to observe^ that in a few years we find 
Portugal, which, for many centuries, had been 
the most proud and independent monarchy i» 
Europe, reduced to a province of that very Spain 
whose sovereigns she had often made tremble oa 
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their throne. During the whole of tlie usurpa-A.D.1574* 
tion of the Philips, the troops of Portugal distin- ^^V"*^ 
guished themselves in the defence of her foreign 
possessions, as well as with the Spanish armies in 
Europe. It was the policy of the court of Spain 
to annihilate, as much as possible, the military 
spirit of the Portuguese, and to corrupt the mo- 
rals of the people, as the surest method of rivet- 
ting their chains. In this the Philips succeeded 
to a certain degree, but not so much as to pre- 
vent th^m from giving the crown once more to 
the rightful heirs of Don Sebastian. On the 1st 
of December 1640, by one of the best-conducted w*o. 
revolutions ever recorded in the history of man- 
kind, the dominion of Spain was annulled, and 
John, Duke of Braganza, proclaimed King of 
Portugal* The courts of England, France, and 
Holland, soon acknowledged the justice of this 
act of the nation, and prepared to assist the new 
taade King to support his rights. 

John IV. although he took the field, was no 
general himself, but he had the judgement to 
elect and to promote men of merit j and, in the , 
war with Spain which followed the restoration of 
the monarchy, we find heroes who would have 
done honour to the times of his great ancestor, 
John I. No sooner was John proclaimed and 
€rowned> than lie proceeded lo repair thefortifi- 
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A. D. 1643. cations of the frontier towns, and to put gairi-f 
sons in them, taking care, at the same time> not 
to be the first to commit any act of hostility. 

During the greater part of the years 1641-2y 
the war on the part of the King of Portugal wai 
confined to the defence of the frontiers. The Spa- 
niards, however, soon obliged him to take the 
field. ^ A Portuguese army of 12,000 infantry, 
2000 cavalry, with 20 pieces of artillery, and twa 
mortars, under the Count of Obidos, assembled 
at Elvas on 6th September 1648. This army en-* 
tered Spanish Estremadura, besieged and took 
Villa Verde, and afterwards laid siege to Badajoz; 
but, after taking two or three outworks, the Count 
judged it prudent to raise the siege, and retire to- 
wards Villa Verde. The King no sooner heard of 
the siege being raised, than he deprived the Count 
of the command, and gave it to Mathias de Al« 
buquerque. Albuquerque followed up the inten- 
tions of the Count of Obidos J and, after destroying 
some villages, he besieged and took Alconchil, 
Figueira de Vargus, and Villa Nova del Fresno. 

While the grand army was employed in this 
victorious career, the detached troops in other 
parts ware not less successful. The Count of 
Castello Milhor, who commanded ia the norths 
took Salvaterra, and various towns in Galicia. 
The troops in the province of Beira, under Don 
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Alvaro de Abranches, the Count de Serem, DonA.^-i«5«. 
Rodrigo de Castro, and Don Sanchus Manuel, 
were universally successful, so that, during the 
whole of John's reign, the Spaniards, instead of 
making progress, lost ground considerably. And 
that party in the nation, which was so far lost to 
aU honourable and patriotic feeling, as to wish 
their country a province of Spain, was complete- 
ly annihilated. 

During the usurpation of the crown of Portu* 
gal by the Philips, the Dutch had got a footing 
in India, as well as in America, and had taken 
possession of some of the principal colonies of 
the Portuguese, No support whatever was sent 
from the mother country to the^e colonies. In* 
deed, the court of Spain favoured, as much as 
possible, the successes of the Dutch in both con- 
tinents, from an idea that, by lessening the do- 
minions and the consequence of the nation, there 
was the less probability of its ever attempting to 
become again an independent state. No sooner 
was the revolution knowh in the colonies, than it 
was received with the utmost demonstrations of 
joy, and the Kihg was unanimously proclaimed in 
almost every settlement. The war was carried on 
against the Dutch with redoubled vigour, and 
with some success, until a peace between the two 
powers put an end to these contests. In Africa 
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A. B. 1656. the Portuguese defended their colonies against the 
united powers of the Moor5 and Dutch with the 
greatest bravery, but with considerable loss, un- 
til the peace between John apd the United States 
relieved them also from that powerful adversary. 
King John IV. died at Lisbon on the .6th of No- 
vember 1656, in the 52d year of his age, and 
16th of his reignl The Queen was left Regent 
of the kingdom,' and governess of the young 
King ; but Affonso VI. was far diflferent from the 
Aftbnsos of other times, and seemed to have 
nothing but the name, in common with his illus- 
trious ancestors. Addicted to secret vices from 
his earliest years, he was debilitated both in body 
and mind, and perfectly incapable of directing 
the councils of a great nation. The Queen mo- 
ther was at every pains to place wise and virtuous 
counsellors around her son j but those only who 
favoured his passions and his vices, and who werq 
of the lowest character, could have any influence 
on his conduct. 

The King g£ Spain, taking advantage of the 
confusion which naturally followed the death of 
John, ahd the irregular conduct of the young Af- 
fonso,. carried on the war with great vigour, but 
with indifferent success. In 1657 the Portuguese 
were rather unfortunate in the Alentejo. Jn 1 658 
Bada/oz was besieged for six months by the army 
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under John Mendes de Vasconcelles ; but, afterA.D.i659, 
taking the fort of St Michaels, he was obliged to ^'^'V^^ 
retire to Elva3. Philip, having' collected together 
an army of 14,000 infantry and 5000 cavalry, with 
a powerful train of artillery, proceeded to invest - 
Elvas, 

The Spanish army sat down before Elvas on the 
22d of October, and it was not till the month 
9f January 16 9 that a sufficient force could be 
brought together for its relief. During this pe- 
riod, the garr on suffered every niisery, and at 
one time lost marly 300 a day frq n disease. The 
Count de Cantanhede was able to take the field 
with an army which did not (after all this delay) 
amount to more than 8000 infantry, and about 
8000 cavalry, and seven pieces of artillery. On 
the 13th of January, the army came in sight 
of the Spanish lines, iparly in the morning of 
the 14th a detachment was sent from the SpanisI^ 
camp, to reconnoitre the Portuguese anny ; it wa« 
found to be in apparently the greatest security, 
not even under arms. The officer, on his return, 
informed the Spanish general, Don Louis D* Aro, 
that there was no danger of an attack that day; 
and in consequence, the cavalry and additional 
troops which had marched to that part of the 
lines which was opppsit^ the Portuguese camp, 
were withdrj^wn. 
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A.i).i8()0. The Count de Cantanhede had given his or- 
ders the night before for the attack, and only 
waited for the clearing up of a thick mist to 
form his army. About eight o'clock the whole 
were put in motion. The forlorn hope, con- 
sisting of about 1000 infantry chosen from the 
whole army, was commanded by Diogo Gomas 
de Figueredo. These were followed by an ad- 
vanced guard of 3000 iirfantry and 1200 cavalry, 
under the command of the Count of Misquitella, 
Andrew de Albuquerque, and Lieutenant-general 
Achim de Tamarcourt. One half of the cavalry 
was placed on the flanks of this advanced guard; 
the reserve consisted <rf 2000 infantry. After a 
«hort but appropriate speech, the Count de Can- 
tanhede took his station in the front of the main 
body of the army '^, and gave orders to advance. 
As soon as the movements of the army were per- 
<;eived from the city, every disposition was made 
hy the governor Don 3anchus Manuel, to take a 
part in the approaching engagement. 

The Spanish troops were scattered in the 
trenches and completely off their guard, so that, 
when the advance arrived at their line, they foimd 
only a few battalions to oppose them, and these 
in the greatest confusion ; and, although the 
Duke of St Germains and the Spanish generals 
made evfery effort to collect their troops, and iai- 
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though they did make several desperate efforts to a,d.i«6o. 
recover their lost ground, yet the Portuguese, 
led on by their brave officers, overcame every 
difficulty, and in a short time were masters of 
every part of the lines. 

The remains of the Spanish army retired to 
Badajoz, but their loss was most severe ; for, of 
the 14,000 infantry and SOOO cavahy which Don 
Lewis D'Aro had under his command at the 
beginning of the engagement, he could only 
muster, next day at Badajoz, about 5000 in* 
fantry and 1 300 cavalry. The whole artillery, 
many stands of colours, about 5000 prisoners, 
and the whole of the baggage of the Spanish 
army, were among the fruits of this victoty. It 
was dearly bought, however, on the part of the 
Portuguese, by the loss of Andrew de Albu- 
querque, one of the most distinguished officers of 
that period, and who fell mortally wounded while 
directing the assault of one of the enemy's forti- 
fied posts. Fernanda de Silveira, who fell in this 
action, deserves also to be mentioned. He was 
one of those who had sustained the honour of his 
country, while serving as a captain- of cavalry 
with the Spanish armies in Flanders, and who had 
equally distinguished himself since the restoration, 
in the defence of his native soil, as well as in the 
defence pf the colonies in America. 

F Digitized by Google 



82 THE HISTORY [Chap. II. 

A.D. 1662. This importaiit victory was most joyfully receiv- 
^^^^^^^'^ ed by the Queen Regent and the nation, and, if I 
may so express myself, it gave a death-blow to the 
hopes of Spain. The Count of Cantanhede, to 
whose judgement and valour the victory was in a 
great measure owing, was called to court as soon 
as circumstances would permit, and was received 
both by the Queen and young King, with the 
most flattering assurances of their gratitude and 
regard. The troops of Portugal were equally 
successful in the other provinces ; but the great 
want of men in the nation, as also a want of mo- 
ney, obliged ,the Queen to have recourse to 
France for support ; and notwithstanding some 
difficulties experienced in the first instance, n 
body of troops was sent to Portugal, under the 
command of the Earls of Schomberg and Inch- 
iquin, the former a German, and the latter Irish. 
A strong body of troops was also sent from Eng- 
land, at first under the command of Lord Inch- 
iquin ; but afterwards, the whole were put under 
the orders of Schomberg. 

• Disgusted beyond measure with the conduct 
of the young King, the Queen resigned the re- 
gency, and retired altogether from public life. 
In 1668, France having concluded a peace with 
Spain, her troops were withdrawn from Portugal ; 
^nd Philip determined to carry on the war with 
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more fury than ever. In 1663 a powerful army a. d.iws. 
entered the Alentejo, took and destroyed Evora, 
and many of the principal towns in that province, 
and even threatened to sit down before the capi- 
tal of the kingdom. The Earl of Schombarg and 
Count of Villa Flor, were most incessantly en-^- 
gaged in the formation of an army that might 
adbi*d -some hopes of putting a stop to the career 
of the enemy. This they were fortunate enough 
to accomplish, for after the battle of Amexial, Juat i. 
in which the Spaniards lost upwards of 10,000,^ 
killed, wounded, and prisoners, and many of the 
first nobility of the kingdom, they were obliged 
'to retire from Portugal altogether. Philip, en* 
laged at this defeat, removed the Duke of Aus- 
tria from the command of the army, and having 
spent nedrly two years in oi^anizing another army, 
he again ordered it to enter Portugal by the Alen- 
tejo. The Spanish troops penetrated to Villa 
Vi90sa J But the brave Cantanhede, now Marqu^ 
of Marialva, who commanded the Portuguese 
army, coming up with them, another and a de- 
cisive victory was obtained near a place called 
Montes Claros. The Spaniards lost about 4000 
killed, 6000 prisoners, 14 pieces of artillery, 86 
fitands of colours, and 1500 ho ses. 

Notwithstanding these victories obtained by the 
valour of the army, the conduct and weakness of 
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A.ixi6c7.t;he King seemed to threaten the nation with 
ruin; and it came to such a height, that the 
Prince Don Pedro, the King's brother, and third 
son of John IV. was unaifimously called upon 
to take the management of the public affairs. 
The King was in a manner compelled to consti- 
tute his brother Regent, which he did, by sign- 
ing a paper already prepared, on the 23d of No- 
vember 1667. On the 27th of January Don Pe- 
dro was sworn Regent and heir to the crown, 
and immediately took upon him the reins of go- 
vernment. 

Through the mediation of Charles II. who had 
married Catherine the daughter of John IV. 
and sister to the King and Regent, a peace was 
^ last concluded between the courts of Spain 
and Portugal, This peace, which was effected by 
the Earl of Sandwich on the part of the King 
of England, was signed at Lisbon on the 23d of 
February 1668, by the Marquis of Elich ton the 
part of Charles, who had succeeded his father, 
Philip IV. on the throne of Spain, and by th^ 
Duke of Cadaval, the Marquises of Marialva, 
Niza, and Govea, and the Count of Miranda, oi^ 
the part pf the Regent of Portugal ^. This peace 
continued uninterrupted for thirty-six years, and 
filthough it increased the internal power and 
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wealth of the nation, it almost put an end to the A.c.ifo«« 
military ^ory of Portugal. ^ ^ ^ 

In the beginning of the 18th century, when the 
succession to the crown of Spain was disputed, 
Don Pedro, who had been proclaimed King on 
the death of his brother in 1683, was induced t<5 
enter into what was called the grand alliance in 
favour of Charles, son of the Emperor Leopold I* 
An army of 25,000 infantry^ and SOOO cavalry^ 
was raised de novo in Portugal, for there was 
scarce a soldier existing who knew what war was. 
Thirteen thousand of these troqps were paid by 
the allies. 

The command of the province of Estremadura 
was given to the Duke of Cadaval ; that of Beira 
to the Marquis das Minas ; Tras os Montes to th6 
Count of Alvor ; Alentejo to the XI!ount of Gal- 
Veas, and Algarve to the Count of Avintes. 

Portugal became the theatre of the war, for 
Philip v., grandson of Louis XIV4 of France, 
who had been named by Charles II. as his suc- 
cessor, entered the province of Beira with a 
powerful army, passed through Castello Branco, 
crossed the Tagus at Villa Velha, took Portalegre, 
Castello de Vide, and other places in the Alen- 
tejo, without meeting with the smallest resistance^ 
The Marquis das Minas, though not able to face 
the army of Philip, eptered Spain as soon as it 
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A.D.1T04. had left the province of Beira, took and destroy- 
^^"^'^'^"^ cd the town of Fuentes de Ginaldo, then a rich 
and flourishing place. He also took Monsanto, 
and dispersed a few troops under Don Francisco 
de Ronquilho. The Count of Galveas also made 
some exertions to carry the war into Spain, but 
was only able to destroy a few villages. 

On the 28th of March 1704, the King of Por- 
tugal left Lisbon with Charles III. and joined the 
army at Almeida. The British troops were com- 
manded by the Earl of Galway, the Portuguese by 
the Marquis das Minas. On the arrival of the two 
sovereigns, the allied army was put in motion, 
with the view of crossing the Agueda ; but this 
they were unable to acccwnplisb, as they were op- 
posed by a powerful army under the Duke d 
Berwick, who was generalissimo of the French 
and Spanish forces. After giving directions for 
the armies to take the field early in summer, the 
two Kings returned to Lisbon. 
1705. In 1 705, a powerful fleet and army arrived from 
England, imder the Earl of Peterborough, which, 
after leaving thirteen ships in the Tagus, pro- 
ceeded with Charles to Catalonia. In the autumn 
oi this year, the Marquis das Minas laid siege to 
Badajoz, but was unable to take it. Charles III. 
however, or rather the English army, took Bar- 
edona. In the March following, the allied zxmf 
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entered Spain in force, Under the Marquis dasA.i).no6. 
Minas j several towns were taken, and the army ^^^^"^^"^^ 
iinder the Duke of Berwick, in an affiiir near 
Brozas, was obliged to retire. Alcantara, after 
a blockade 6f six days^ yielded to the allies. 
From Alcantara the Marquis proceeded to Pla*- 
centia, which, notwithstanding that it was de* 
fended by the Duke df Berwick j was bUso taken 
possession of, as were the cities of Cidade Rod- 
rigo and Salamanca; 

On the 27th of June, the allied army entered June 27, 
Madrid, where the Marquis proclaimed Cliarles 
King of Spain with great pomp. Had Charles 
pushed on at this time with the troops under 

' the Earl of Peterborough, and arrived at Madrid 
in person^ he might have secured the crown of 
Spain. But the time which ought to have been 
otherwise employed, was spent in vain pomp 
and parade, and in listening to the opinions of 
touncils of war. The provinces of Estremadura 
and Old Castile had acknowledged the power 
of Charles, as. also the kingdom of Leon ; and 
Clemetit XI. even acknowledged his right, which 
had hitherto been denied. The Emperor of Mo» 

. rocco congratulated the King of Portugal on the 
success of his arms; but the delays of Charles, 
0A the increasing power of the army oinder 
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4. i>.im Philip, obliged the Marquis das Minas to quit 

"•^^^ Madrid. 

The army under Charles and the' Earl of 
Peterborough, joined that under the Marquis 
das Minas and Lord Gal way, on the 8th of 
August, when Peterborough was deprived of his 
command, and the Lord Galway appointed his 
successor ; but, finding it impossible to attack the 
enemy with advantage^ they retired upon Valen* 
cia, crossing the Tagus at Fuentes de Puena* 
They were followed by the Duke of Berwick, but 
no action took place, as the Duke carefully avoids 
e^ a general engagement. 
170T. On the 25th of April 1707, the Duke of Ber* 
wick found himself in a favourable position near 
Almanza, and, by a well-executed stratagem, he 
brought the allies to an engagement. The battle 
was long and bloody, and the allies were severely 
beaten, for not less than thirteen regiments were 
taken prisoners. This victory gave a complete 
turn to the af airs of Philip, and in a manner se- 
cured to him the quiet possession of the crown of 
Spain. 
1708. On the 7th of July 17C8, John V. who had 
succeeded his father, Don Pedro, marfied the 
Archduchess Maria of Austria, dai ghter of the 
Emperor Leopold ; and though the courts of Eng- 
land and France endeavouied to draw him off 
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irom the alliance with Charles IIL yet John re- a. d. 1709^. 
mained firm 10 his engagement with his brother- ^^^'^^'^'''^ 
in-law, and the war was continued. In 1709, a 
Spanish army was known to be encamped in the 
plains near Badajoz, and the Marquis of Fron- 
teira, who commanded the allies at Elvas, resolv- 
ed (on some false information) to attack their 
camp. The Spaniards were equally successful in 
this engagement. Lord Galway, and two Bri- 
tish regiments, were taken priscMiers, and the allies 
obliged to retire with great loss. If we ex- 
cept the battle of Candasnos, Philip was success- 
ftd in every engagement during the following 
year. Miranda was taken possession of, as weU 
as several other places ; and though some of these 
were recovered, the allies were for the most part 
misuccessfuL At last, the death of Leopold call- 
ed Charles to the throne of Austria, and Europe, 
wearied of the war, began to think of a general 
peace. Plenipotentiaries from the several nations 
met at Utrecht in 1713, and on the 6th of April 
1716, the peace^ which was there effected, wasitie. 
proclaimed in Lisbon. 

Previous, however, to the general peace, the 
army of Philip, under the Marquis of Baz, laid 
siege to Campo Maior ; and if we consider the 
immense force which was brought against this 
maH place, and the brave defence which it made. 
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A.i>.i7i3.we shall find it equalled by few in the history of 
the world. Stephen de Gama, the governor of 
Campo Maior, is worthy of being recorded with 
the Pereiras, Menezes, and Albuquerques of old. 
The enemy's breaching battery is said to have 
thrown eight hundred shot daily. The trenches 

1717. were opened on the 4th of October, tiie breach 
was practicable on the 24th j but, though the 
place was assaulted, the enemy were repulsed. 

The impossibility of continuing to defend the 
breaches, and the impracticability of repairing 
them, suggested to Pedro Mascarenbas, who com- 
manded the troops, the idea of stopping them up 
with brush- wood. On a second assault being at- 
tempted, this brush- wood was set on fire, and it 

' threw the enemy's troops into such confusion^ 
that, after a severe loss, they were a second time 
driven back, and finally obliged to raise the siege. 
During the peace which succeeded the treaty 
of Utrecht, the Portuguese nation increased in 
wealth, and John, who had received the title of 
Faithful from Benedict XIV. found suflScient 
occupation in building the palace of Mafra, and 
other religious houses, and in framing laws fbr 
the government of his kingdom. 

17351 In 1735, some dispute having arisen between 
the courts of Spain and Portugal, about the pos- 
session of the colony of Sacramento in America, 
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an immense army was raised by John, but it never ^^•^''^^' 
came into action, as the dispute was amicably ad- 
justed, through the mediation of England and 
Italy; and the peace continued uninterrupted 
during the rest of his days. 

On the 31st of July 1750, Joseph I. succeeded I'^ww 
his father on the throne of Portugal. The first 
twelve years of this reign offer nothing to iJie 
military reader ; and the long period of forty- 
seven years peace, had in a great measure chang- 
ed the very nature of the people. 

In the spring of 1762, the advance of a Spanish i'^'^- 
army into Portugal, excited considerable alarm 
in the nation, and the King became sensible of 
the impolicy of neglecting his military force. 
John V. had corrected some flagrant abuses dur- 
ing the continuance of the war at the commence- 
ment of his reign, and had published a code of 
regulations, which are still in existence, but even 
these had fallen into disuse in many respects j the 
army was therefore ill organised, and worse oflS- 
cered. 

Six British regiments of infantry, a regiment 
of light dragoons, and eight companies of artil- 
lery, were sent by this country to assist in repel- 
ling the French and Spanish armies, who threaten- 
ed to invade Portugal ; and the Count of Scham- 
bourg Lippe, an officer who bad been educated 
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AD. 1762. in the school of Frederick of Prussia, was invited 
by the court of Lisbon to take the command of 
the army. The command of the British forces 
- was also intrusted to Lippe ; and, with the com- 
mission of Marshal-Getteral, the organization of 
the army, and direction of the war, l¥as in a 
great measure committed to him. 
July. In the month of July^ the combined armies rf 
France and Spain were collected in the neigh- 
bourhood of Cidade Rodrigo, to the amount of 
42,000 men, with a train of artillery of 93 pieces^ 
Lippe, who had not been above three months in 
the country, found himself obliged to take th^ 
field against this powerful and well-organised force. 
But as it was necessary to leave some troops in 
the north, to watch the motions of the Spaniards 
in Galicia, as also garrisons in most of the fron- 
tier towns, the army under his command, includ- 
# ing the British force already mentioned, did not 
exceed fourteen or fifteen thousand men. 

The advance of the enemy's army crossed the 
Coa on the 23d of July, and took possession of the 
Castle of Rodrigo without firing a shot. On this 
movement Lippe collected his army near Abrantes^ 
that it might be ready to act according to cir- 
cumstances. Almeida was besieged by the ene- 
my, and though there was little probability of its 
being able to stand against so superior a force. 
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yet the Count determined to make a diversion in a. n. 1752, 
its favour, and if possible delay its fall. Lieute- 
nant-general Townsend was dispatched into upper 
Bdra with seven regiments of Portuguese infan- 
try, one British regiment, and two regiments of . 
Portuguese cavalry, and the first position which 
he took up was at Viseu; other small detach- 
ments were sent to Celorica and Guarda. But 
the fall of Almeida, through the cowardice of the 
govemqr, rendered these measures of little effect. 

Two days after the fall of Almeida, the enemy 
advanced scrnie leagues on the road to Celorica, 
but soon brojce oflF to the left, and marched upon 
jSabugal and Penamacor, while a considerable co- 
lumn took the road of Alcantara for Spain. As 
soon as Lippe was apprized of these movements, 
four British regiments were marched to the Ponte 
de Murcella, to secure a Junction with General ' 
Townsend, and the rest of the troops were placed 
in eschellons of brigades between tlie Tagus and 
the Mondega, and ready to be moved to any 
point. The castle of Celorica was abandoned 
two days after the fall of Almeida, and taken pos- 
session of by the enemy, so that the route to 
Coimbra or Oporto was completely open to him. 

During the march of the enemy's troops upon 
Sabugal, a skirmish took place with their advance, 
ia which the Portuguese regiment of volunteer 
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• ^ *^.« cavalry suflfered some loss, and was driven back* 

i^.D. 176*2. •' ' 

v>^v-s-> The governor of Salvaterra, notwithstanding the 
most positive orders to defend it to the last, 
thought proper to capitulate before the enemy 
came within sight of the place. The comman- 
dant of Segura did the same, which laid the road 
to Castello Branco completely open. But, instead 
of moving upoa Coimbra or Oporto, the whole of 
the enemy^s force was united at Castello Branco, 
about the middle of September. As Count Lippe 
presumed the enemy was intent upon enter- 
ing the Alentejo, he drew off' his troops from 
the Ponte de Murcella, and took up a position 
near Abrantes; whiW General Townsend, who 
had got to the neighbourhood of Pinhel, was di- 
rected to fall back upon the Tagus, in order to 
join the main body of the army. Lord Lennox 
was left with a small force in the neighbour- 
hood of Almeida ; and To\vnsend, taking the 
route of Celorica and Ponte de Murcella, joined 
the army. When Lippe observed, that instead of 
marching by Alcantara, the combined armies 
were collected at Castello Branco, he supposed 
that the Count d'Arada intended to pursue the 
route which had been taken by Philip V. when he 
entered Portugal in the beginning of the succes- 
sion war, and that he would attempt to cross the 
Tagus at Villa Velha ; and he was €(mvinced 
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that, if this route was followed, the whole pfA-D-nct. 
the frontier towns of the Alentejo must inevi- 
tably fell into the hands of the enemy, and with 
them the whole of that open province, as well as 
the kingdom of Algarve, while, with his small, ill- 
organised, and still worse-disciplined army, he 
was perfectly unable to offer any opposition in the 
field. As, however, the nature of the country 
offered some difficulties, and the enemy were 
compelled, in a manner, to cross the Tagus at 
Villa Velha, if determined to enter the Alentejo, 
General Burg03nie, who had been detached on a 
secret service, and who had taken a major-gene- 
ral, several officers, and about 200 men from the 
enemy, in an unexpected attack \<^hich he made 
upon Valen9a, was directed to occupy the south 
bank of the river at this point, and at the same 
time to observe their movements on the river, so 
as to secure his right. General Burgoyne forti^ 
fied his position on the banks of the Tagus, and 
took advantage of the ground in his favour to 
erect batteries, which in some measure command- 
ed the road to the bridge. The old Castle of 
Villa Velha was taken possession of and fortified, 
and the Count of St Jago, with 1000 infantry, 
200 cavalry^ and 8 pieces of cannon, occupied 
the pass of Alvito, and commanded the road 
w.bich leiads by Sobreira Formoza, while the army 
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A.i>.i'y<^2.under the commander-in-chief was encamped 

^''^^^^^"^ near the v Uage of Masan, with the view of being 

near to support the posts in the mountains. 

The Count Arada sent about 600 men from 
the army at Castello Branco, to make a recon- 
noissance in the direction of Villa Velhc^, and 
take up a position in front of General Burgoyne; 
another body of about 4000 encamped on the 
heights of Sarzedos and Montegarde, in front oi 
the Count of St Jago ; while a third corps, of be- 
tween iOOO and 8000, encamped in front of the pass 
of St Simon, which was occupied by a major and 
-SOO of the allied army. ^ The enemy, after repeat^ 
ed trials, being convinced of the difficulty of forc- 
ing General Burgoyne from his position, resolved 
to open the roads by the mountains, with the view 
of marching upon Abrantes. The Count of La 
Torre, who commanded the enemy's advance, op- 
dered 600 men to cross the river Alvito, with an 
intention of outflanking the troops under the 
Count of St Jago on their left ; while another 
strong detachmient inarched upon St Simon, and 
drove in that advanced post of the allies. 

After considerable opposition, the enemy got 
possession of the heights of Villa Velha, which 
obliged Count Lippe to withdraw his sm^ll force 
from that position; but, on tlie appearance ci 
the enemy in front of St Simon, the Count <rf 
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8tJsgow9a reinforced with two addittonal bat'A.ix.1762. 
tai&ms of Portuguese infantry * v^-on^i^ 

The cffficer w1h> ceimnanded thd castle of Villa 
Velha surrendered with his garrison, although* it 
was iahis pow^r to have crossed the rxv^^ arid 
joined General Brngapiei Aftar gainii^ po36es<« 
sion of these heights^ the enemy tranced in that 
dif ection with a corpi$ of 6000 men^ which rea* 
dered it n^e»laiy to withdraw the adranced pO(St 
atMcdta^ which was outflanked j. and a strong 
fyrce appearing in front of St Simon^ Lord Lo^ 
dcm vn» ditadied with fyat British regimtdts to 
tak^ a pcMitim id front of Sobreiiia Fonno8% sor 
as to secure the retreat of St Jago« 

On the Sd of (ktobery^ Count lippe OrAetei October. 
&e troops to b^ witiitlpaKwn from the Alvito« 
Lord Loudon^s brigade was directed- to remain 
tapoEt the heights of Fsdhadas until the Poptugoese; 
troops^had ri^ched Sobrei»a Foirmosa». andtiioif 
aHer destroykig the works whieh haidbfea con^ 
stracted by the Count of Si Jago, to retire also« 
iThe rear^guard, which was compost of the gre-» 
Hadier companies of Lord Loudon's brigade and 
My men from each i^egim^nt^ and tw^ttty*four 
pOTtuguese, with ftfty British dragoons, was at* 
tacked about five o'cloek in tlie aftemooft by the 
enemy's advance, and aImoi$t the whdle of the 
t-avafry horses were killed or wounded j but, upon 
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A. D.iT«3. bringing up the whole of the brigade to the sup* 
port of the rear-guard, the enemy retired from 
the heights, and did not attempt any thing fur- 
ther during the retreat. 

The six thousand men which, after the fall of 
the heights of Villa Velha, had crossed the moun.- 
tains at Porta Cabrao, left six pieces of cannon 
near the passage of the Tagus, with a guard of 
loo horse, and 200 provincial gr^iadiers, which 
they deemed sufficient, as the river was consider* 
ed impassable. General Burgoyne, observing the 
carelessness and inattention of these troops, di-^ 
irected Colonel Lee, with a detachment of 250 

British grenadiers, and 50 dragoons, to pass the 

' 

Tagus at a ford a little above the enemy's posi- 
tion, and endeavour to destroy the guns, or bring 
them offi Colonel Lee performed this duty with 
great judgement. The enemy were taken com^ 
pletely unawares, a great number were killed, and 
6 oiSoers, 36 dragoons, with 60 artillery-mules, 
taken. A considerable quantity of stores and 
provisions was destroyed, and four of. the gun& 
spiked* 

' On the 5th of October, the grand army advanced 
three leagues, and the head-quarters of the Count 
d'Aranda was in Sarzedas. The advance, under 
the Count de la Torre, took up a position in front 
M Sobreira Formosa, and 1000 men were kept con- 
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stantly at work repairing the roads. Lippe had^'^'^"^^ 
directed the Count of St Jago to drive the country 
during his retreat through the Lower Beira, and 
every thing that could not be carried off was de* 
stroyfid ; so that the enemy now found himself in 
a desert, without being able to procure either 
provisions, cars, or peasants to assist them j the 
inhabitants had abandoned their Villsiges, and 
carried off every thing. The< army had to be sup- 
plied with every necessary from Spain. The sol* 
diers were harassed with fatigue in making roads, 
and the cavalry-horses destroyed in conducting 
provisions, fee- 
General Townsend was detached with his divi- 
sion to join Lord Lennox, who was in the neigh- 
bourhood of Guarda, and who was ordered to ad^ 
vance upon Belmont, with the view of cutting off 
the communication with Almeida and Cidade Ro- 
drigo. The army under General Townsend^ when 
united with that under Lord Lennox, amounted to 
fourteen battalions of infantry, and two regiments 
'of cavalry^ but was represented as consisting of 
20,000 men; and a rumour was spread, that k 
large force h^d arrived from England. To give 
countenance to these reports, which spies were 
paid to circulate. General Townsend had no 
sooner arrived from Pinhel at Codos, about k 
league from St Domingo, and ailer a march of 
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A.]>.i76d. fifty leagues, than he counter-marched through 
th9 mountains^ and j|^peared in the Beira, per-r 
forming) with his troops, another march of forty 
leagued. ^ Which duty/* says the Count lippe^ 
^^ was punctually and skilfully performed by 
General Townsend, as well by the great abili- 
ties of that o£Scer, as by the patience and perse- 
verance of the Portuguese soldiers, who, not* 
withstanding the destruction of their shoes^ 
marched with the greatest alacrity and pleasure 
over the rocky mountains, leaving very visible 
marks of their bleeding feet upon the stones.^ 

While Townsend was manoeuvring in this 
manner, the alHed army, under the commander- 
in-chi^f, broke up from the encampment at Ma- 
sam, and moved towards the left upon St Do- 
mingo, and the head-quarters were for some days 
at Sardoal; but, at last, Lippe determined to 
take ujf a poi»tion on the Sierras of Lercas and St a 
Clara, with his left upon the river Codos, near its 
junction with the i^ezere, and his right upon the 
Tamils, near the mouth of the rivers Frio and 
Codeiro, and thus await the enemy, should he at- 
tempt to advance so far. 

To those acquainted with the country, the im- 
portance of this strong position must be obvious ; 
but to such of my readers as have only the map 
to consult, it maybe proper to observe, that every 
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road which led to Abrantes was guarded. TheA.D.i762. 
nature of the country rendered the cavalry arm ^•"V^ 
perfectly useless, and with regard to artiltery, 
every advantage was on the side of the allies; 
while the diflBcUlt nature of the defiles through 
which the enemy's infantry muU pass, rendered 
them in some measure defensible by the small 
army under Lippe. 

General Burgoyne remained on the south side 
of the Tagus, and the communication with him 
Was kept up by a chain of posts. The alarm ex- 
cited in the rear of the enemy by the troops un- 
der General Townsend, kept a considerable body 
of their troops engaged. On the 15th of October 
the Coimt d'Aranda began to withdraw his ad* 
vanced posts, and in a few days he retired with 
the whole army to his former position at Castello 
Branco. Lieutenant-general Townsend hadpasah 
ed Fundao, and had his advance-guard in Lar^ 
doza in the Lower Beira, which obliged the l^a- 
nish General to detach a strong body tf French 
troops to observe ' his motions. After a halt of 
some days at Castello Branco, the enemy's ca- 
valry, and a strong body of infantry, took the 
road for Spain, crossing the Tagus at Alcantara. 
As soon as the enemy began to retire upon Ca*- 
tello Branco, Major-general FrAser was sent with 
four regiments of in&ntry, and tWO^ of cavalry. 
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A. JD. 1762. by the road of Sobreira Formosa, with directions 

^'^y^^ to attack his rear as often as he could do so with 
advantage. General Burgoyne advanced between 
Nisa and Mpntalvoa, while General Townsend 
occupied Penamacor and Monsanto. 

Notwithstanding the retreat of his cavalry, and 
?L body of infantry, the Count d' Aranda kept his 
head-quarters at Castello Branco, and about 
twenty-eight battalions of French and Spanish in? 
fantry, and ten squadrons of cavalry, and shr 
teen pieces of artillery, were retained with him. 
Count Lippe, with his small ^rmy, determined to 
attack this force ; but, owing to some mismanage- 
ment, the troops coul4 not get together ip time, 

^ ' ' and d'Aranda retreated at leisure, leaving his sick 
and wounded in the hospital at Castello Branco, 
with a letter, recommending them to the atten- 
tion of the allied army. 

Kovcmber. This retreat of the enemy in the montii of No- 
vember, after so many and difficult movements, 
together with the ruin of their numerous cavalry, 
made^ it evidept that the caippaign was at an end, 
and that th^ had retired to winter-quarters. 
Under these circuRistanc^s, Count Lippe per- 
mitted his troops to ent^r into quartern. Ge- 
ixeral Townsend's division was quartered in the 
Xower Beira; the British troops in Sardoal and 
jt? peighfepurhood, with a part of the Portuguesj^ 



Digitized 



by Google 



Chap. II] OF PORTUGAL. lOS 

army, but the greater part of the Portuguese a. D.nea. 
regiments were cantoned in the Alentejo ; while 
General Burgoyne's division formed a corps of 
observation between Nisa and Portalegre. Re* 
inforcements were sent to the different frontier 
^rrisons^ and British officers were for the most 
part appointed governors. Major-general Clarke 
was made governor of Elvas ; Colonel Vaughan, 
who had distinguished himself in India, was ap« 
pointed governor of Arronches ; and a Lieute- 
nant-colonel Sharpe, who commanded the 2d re« 
giment of Elvas, now the I7th in£intry, was sent 
to assist the Marquis de Prado, an old Spanish 
nobleman in the service of Portugal^ who was 
governor of Campo Maior, 

Count Lippe was deceived by the retreat of the 
enemy, and was guilty of ?m error in allowing his 
troops to disperse into quarters ; for, had the ene- 
my been aware of this oversight, they might have 
taken posi^ssion of the Alentejo without a blow. 
Lippe, however, being on the alert, soon collect- 
ed his apny in the neighbcnirhood of Fustios; 
and the brave ^defence of Marvao, which was gar- 
risoned by a few troops under a Captain Brown, 
gave the commandet-in-cfaief time to make his 
arrangements. General Burgoyne occupied the 
heights of Castello de Vide and Marvao, while 
;i^e enemy was encamped in the neighkourhood 
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A.D.n62.of Valeiiigt. Nine regimwts were marched to 
Fortalegret and ^tty e^ertioa made to de&od 
the frontiers. The ppsitipa in froat of Porta^ 
tegre, and in the neighbourhood erf* Val^n^a, wa« 
chosen with great judgement, and the enemy's 
advance vras expected a3 an event Uiat would m 
gome meaaure decide the fate ^ the campaign* 

11^ first place which the enemy attempted to 
take was Marvao. This small town wi^ attacked 
by a corps of 4000 or 5000 men^ but the firmness 
of Captain Brown n;pt only saved the place, but 
obliged the enemy to retire with considerable loss. 
Oguela, another small fint, was next attempted, 
but here tiie bravery of Cwpkaixi Braz de Carvalbo 
and his small garrison was equally con^cuons, 
as the enemy were driven ftoat before the place 
with considerable Ipsa, and obliged to abandon the 
attempt. The resistance whidi the Spaniards met 
with in these sm^ places, had a visible effect upon 
their jAoyements, and convinced them that any 
^attempt upon the Alentgo, would require both 
yu^ve and decisive measures, which the lateness 
ci the season in scmie measure would not admit 
irf. On the 15th of November, therefore, the 
whole of their force retired into Spanish Estrema^ 
dura, to takeupthdr winter^quarters, and Portu* 
gal, with the exception of Ahndda and Chaves^ 
fSTjW fflppd ftpin the pnemjTf 
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On the 22d of November, a Spanish Major.ge-A.D.i762. 
neral arrived at the head-quarters of Count Lippe, 
with the news of the signing of the preliminaries 
of peace at Fountainbleau on the 3d curt, and 
proposing, on the pa^rt of the Count d'Aranda, a 
suspension of arms^ Major-general Crawford was 
dispatched by Lippe with his answer to the Spa* 
nish commander^in chief, agreeing to the suspen^ 
sion, which put an end to the campaign pf 1762, 
$md also to the war* 
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CHAP. IIL 

History of the Present Army of Portugal 

A.D. 1763. While the war of 1762 continued. Count Lippe 
^'^t"'^ made little progress in the organization or disci- 
pline of the troops of Portugal. He got a num- 
ber of English and German officers introduced 
into the service ; and as soon as the peace was 
concluded, he began to form the army upon a 
new plan. Having well considered the resources 
of the country, he established its military force 
upon a rational and permanent basis. The Prus^i- 
sian code was strictly followed in that system of 
regulations which he drew up for the use of the 
troops, which continues in force at llie present mo- 
ment. The officers were raised from the degrad- 
ed state in which they had been kept by the old 
laws, and every exertion was made to stimulate 
those who were considered worthy of being re- 
tained in the service, as well as the young officers 
who were promoted on his recommendation. When 
Count Lippe was appointed Marshal-genera!l of 
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the Portuguese army, the subaltern officers were a. d.itct. 
appointed by the captains of companies ; and al- 
though the captains were commissioned by the 
sovereigii, they had not the rank of gentlemen. 

It is natural to suppose that the army, under such 
circumstances, must have been in a very indiffe* 
rent state. This is abundantly evident, from the 
slight sketch which I have given of the campaign 
of 1762 in the preceding chapter. Many, of the 
most important posts were surrendered to the ene» 
my, either through treachery or fear, on the part 
of the officers who commanded, and the " point 
of honour*' was very little attended to, bybfficers 
even of the highest rank. The genius and inde* 
fatigable exertions of Lippe were able to over- 
come these radical defects; and as the Portu- 
guese peasant shewed the same aptitude for mi- 
litary exercises in those days which has so distin^ 
guished him in latter times, the army was brought 
in a very short period to a most reputable state 
of discipline and organization ; and when Lippe 
gave up the command, I believe few nations in 
Europe had a more efficient or better regulated 
istanding army than Portugal *. But a long con- 

* In my preliminary observationsoivthe present state of the Por- 
tuguese ajroy published last year, I have said that Count Lippe was 
1t><mlshed from Portugal by monkish superstition and intrigue. I 
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A.o.n67.tinuanc6 of peace is by no means favourable to 
the preservation of a well^rganized army ; and 
accordingly we find, that very soon after Lippe's 
departure from Portugal, the aijEuy returned in a 
great measure to its former wretched condition. 
His regulations were preserved in form, but the 
spirit of diem was allowed to evaporate. The 
Marquis of Pombal, for reasons well known in 
Portugal, used his utmost endeavours to render a 
military life discouraging to the native nobility, 
while he was solicitous to procure, and introduce 
into the service, every description of foreign of* 
ficers. He wished to have an army, or rather a 
military force, but only such a force as he could 
d^ehd upon for carrying his deepJaid schemes 
into effect. His system rendered even the best 
regulations of Lippe nugatory. When her pre- 
sent Majesty came to the throne, the troops 
were in as bad a state as when her royal father 
was proclaimed. And although the Marquis of 
Pdmbal was removed from the ministry, the evils 
which his councils had given rise to in the orga*^ 

stated this upon the authority of a Portuguese officer of high 
rank, who served with Lippe ; and who told me, that the Count's 
^unour with ^ professed nun, by whom he had a dai^hter, 
baying been discovered, the putcry against him was so greats 
that be was obliged at last to leave the kuagdom* I bave silica 
learnt that this was not the case* 
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nization of the army, were by no means reme-A.D.i7d8; 
died. 

The degraded state of the Portuguese nation 
and its army, did not pass unheeded. Many of 
the ancient nobiUty of that ldngd(»n were sensible 
of both the one and the other, and exerted them^ 
selves to procure some reform* But the intrigues 
of others of their own body, and also causes which 
it ia needless now to mention, rendered every mea- 
sure of the patriotic few, either altogether abor« 
tive, or of little effect. The Duke dCAlafbafis, 
from his near relationship to the crown, was ap 
pointed Marshal-general of the army, at an age 
when he was more fitted for retirement ; and aU 
though the Prince of Waldeck, a German officer 
of considerable abilities, held the high rank of 
Marshal of the army for a short period, the re- 
forms which he accomplished periled in a man- 
ner with himself. 

The Queen of Portugal, in conjunction with 
the other sovereigns of Eurc^e, refused in the 
first instance to sanction the revolution in France^ 
and war was declared against that republic j but 
this war was confined for some time to trifling 
actions at sea, in which the French were greatly 
superior, as the navy of Portugal had been equal- 
ly neglected with the army, and her trade was 
totally unprotected. In 1793 it became neces- 
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A.p.i794.sary to take a more active part in the war, and 
six regiments of infantry, with a small train of 
artillery, joined the grand Spanish army, in the 
neighbourhood of Rossilon. This small force was 
commanded by Lieutenant-general Forbes, a 
Scotch oflScer, who had been introduced into the 
army by Count Lippe. A great number of the 
young nobility accompanied General Forbes in 
this expedition, and their conduct at Ceret, 
where they were engaged for the first time with 
jthe French army, was highly to their credit, and 
the behaviour of the troops throughout the whole 
of that campaign gave abundant proofs, that 
there was yet among them some remains of the 
valour of their ancestors. 

The disasters of 1794 obliged the Spanish army 
to evacuate Rossilon, and take a position on the 
confines of Catalonia, and the greater part of the 
summer was spent in that mountainous country* 
On the 17th November the French army surpris- 
ed the sixth regiment of Portuguese infantry^ 
and took it prisoners. On the 20th, the allied 
army was routed in the sanguinary battle of the 
Bridge of Molins, where the Spanish Ccnnmand* 
er-in-chief, the Count d'Union, was killed. On 
the 28th the important fortress of Figueiras was 
taken by the French. The Portuguese troops 
bore a distinguished part in every action, but the 
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French arms had got a decided advantage, andA.D.nts. 
the allies were routed in every engagement. 

In 1795 Spain was compelled to agree to a 
treaty of peace, which was signed at Basilea in 
the month of July. In this treaty it was stipu- 
lated, that the Portuguese prisoners should be re- 
stored with the Spaniards ; and that his Catholic 
Majesty should use his mediation with the court 
of Lisbon, to procure an extension of the article* 
of the treaty to that power. General Forbes re- 
turned to Lisbon with t^e remains of his litUe 
army j but the mediation of Spain had no effect 
in separating the Queen of Portugal from the 
common cause, so that the war with France waa 
continued. 

Don Rodri^o de Sovsa Continho, a nobleman 
of great abilities, and still greater virtues, was' 
appointed minister of the marine, soon after Por- 
' tugal had refused the mediation of Spain ; and 
his exertions in fitting out the ships of war, and 
in regulating the convoys for the different colo- 
nies, put a stop to the ravages of the French pri- 
vateers upon the jtratde of the country. 

When Bonaparte was engaged in the blockade 
of Malta, a squadron of the Portuguese navy, 
under jthe Marquis of Niza, annoyed him very 
much, and even pursued him to the coast of 
Egypt. So keenly was the annoyance felt by the 
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A.i). 1801. French ruler, that he declared in his orders to 

^^^'^'''*^ the army of the East, ^ That ike time would come 

when he wotM make Portugal pmf mih tears of 

bloody for ilieir daring to qffisr an qffirmt to the re- 

pubUc of France J^ . 

In 1801 the Fin^t Ccwsul <tf iVatiC* prevailed 
tipon the King of Spain to declare war against 
Portugal, and to permit a French »my to past 
through his dominions for the purpose oi assisting 
him to take possession cS tha(t kingdom^ which it 
was agreed they should occupy, until England 
agreed to a definitive tte9X;y of peace. 

Spain declared war against Portugal in the month 
of February, and the ensuing spring was spent by 
^both nations in preparing for an active cuapaign^ 
Tlie Spanish troops were colleeted in Galicia, 
Castile, and Estremadura, and a division of the 
Hrench army, luider General Le Clerc, crossed 
the Pyrenees* 

The Duke D^Alafbens still commanded the 
l^ortuguese army, and, from his great age, was ill 
calculated to organize that force which so mimy 
years of peace and neglect had suffered to fall 
into decay; yet the activity displayed by the 
subordinate officers on this occasion was highly 
Creditable to thepiselves, and to the nation. A 
small corps was formed in the Tras os Monies^ 
for the defence of that frontier j another watch« 
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ed the province of Beira^ while What was called a. D.1601. 
the grand army was stationed in the Alentejo^ 
iinder the command of the Marshal-geberal. 

The Prince of Peace took the command of the 
grand army of Spain, which was collected in the 
neighbourhood o£ Badajoz; Several weeks were 
i^nt by his Highness in cdntemplating the gran- 
deur of a numerous military force, without mak- 
ing any progress in tiie conquest of the country 
which he came to invade; Tliii^ was fcirtunate for 
Portugal, as she was but ill able to cope with such 
powerful enemies, and this country was too much 
Occupied in the cooiquest of Egypt, to send 
any assistance. After some time spent in ne^ 
gotiation, a peace was obtained, bi|[t at a high 
pric& This peace is celebrated as the treaty of 
Badajaz^ and was only effected through the me* 
cUation of a laige brH>e to Luci^ Bonaparte. Yi^^ 
severe as the terms were, it must be acknowledged 
that this peace saved the Portuguese nation. 

The melancholy situation of her most faithful 
Majesty, obliged his Royal Highness, John, Prince 
^ Brazils^ to take upon himself the regency of 
the kingdom at the commencement of the nine^ 
teeiith century, and n new cera began to dawn 
updn Portugal.— Meii oi real talents and patrid- 
tism were elevated to the first places in the coun- 
cils of the Prinipe^ and the army and nay^ of the 
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A.D.1806. country became the proper objects of their cire 
and attention, I have already remarked the rapid 
progress which the Conde of Linhares made in 
the organization ,of the navy, after Spain had 
made peace with France. The minister Araujo 
was equally zealous witih regard to the army. 

In 1806 the regiments of cavalry and infentry 
were regularly numbered, and a distinguishing 
uniform was assigned to each^. But, what was 



• Previous to 1806, each corps was hiown by the city or 
district where it had been embodied, or by the name of the C9« 
lonel who comnfluided ; but at that period the regiments wei^ 
regularly numbered. The army was divided into three grand 
divisions, each consisting of so many brigades of cavalry and 
infantry ; an addition was made to the uniform of each corps, 
of edging of a particular colour, which served to pbint out the 
division of the army to which the corps belonged : Thus all the 
regiments which compose the division of the north have yellow 
edging ; those of the centre division have white ; and those of 
the southern division red. I have no hesitation in saying, that 
I think the author of these regulations has shewn a great deal 
of judgement, not only in the manner in which th6 army is di- 
vided and brigaded, but also in the minor detailis of uniform, 
&c. The manner in which the rank of officers is pointed oiit 
by their uniform appears to me to be extremely good ; and I 
think the diflPerence of the uniform between the troops of the 
line and the militia is also proper. In the Portuguese army, 
an ensign wears an epaulet of fringe upon the left shoulder ; 
a lieutenant wears it upon the right shoulder; and a captain 
wears two fringe epaulets ; a major wears a bullion epaidet upuft 
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of more consequence, the whole system was re-A.p.i80ff: 
vised ; the internal economy of the whole was 
inquired intOj and many abuses which had crept 
in upon the regulations of Lippe were fully cor- 
rected. Yet even these reforms, so necessary for 
the salvation of the country, were viewed by 
many with an eye of jealousy j and the intriguesr 
df those wliose interest it was to keep up such 
abuses, prevented their ever being put an end to; 
The. neutrality which Portugal preserved dur- 
mg the first years of the present war, was more 
expensive than actual warfare, for the demands of 
Bonaparte seemed to increase in proportion as 
they were acceded to. The Prince Regent was 

the left shoulder/ and a fringe one upon the right ; a lieutenant<« 
colonel wears the bullion epaulet upon the right shoulder^ and the 
fringe upon the left; and a full colonel has two bullion epaulets : 
all officers^ however> from the colonel downwards, wear^ scale 
epaulets ; a brigadier-general wears two wrought bullion epaulets 
with one star, his uniforrii is a plain blue coat, with broad gold 
hce on the collar and cufis ; the major-general has the same 
tuiifoim, but the colliis and cuffs of the Coat are embroidered ; 
the lieutenant-general has two rows of embroidery ; and the 
marshal has the whole of the collar and cuffs covered with em- 
broidery, but no epaulet. These are the most obvious distinc-« 
tions in the dress of the officers of the line. The officers of the 
militia are distinguished in the ^me manner/ but as the troops 
of the line have all gold mountings, and the militia silver, it is 
known at once to which service an officer belongs. 

H2 

digitized by VwjOOQ IC 



1 16 tflE: HISTORY tCr^AT^ tlL 

A.D.186T. compelled to join the continfental jiowetn in IVOff 
^^^^^'^'^ and td shut his ports against Great Britain, The 
French ruler, however, appears to have had but 
little faith in the promises of that sovereign, as a 
French army was judged necessary to enforce 
iheir execution* The remonstrances of the 
l^rince were of no *vail, and an army of 20,000 
men, jonder General Junot, took possession of 
Lisbon on the 27th of November. The steady 
fnendship of our most gracious sovereign, and 
the virtue of the ministers of Portugal, saved 
the royal femily on this trying occasion. JoHif> 
Prince of Brazils, and Regent of Portugal, with 
the Queen mother and hi« august family, wa* 
induced to abandon the dominions <^ his ances- 
tors, and take refuge in one of his distant colonies^ 
in the new world* 

When the Prince Regent quitted Lisbon, he di- 
rected his faithful vassals to receive the French 
army as friends y knd so rigidly were his orders 
attended to, that not the smallest opposition war 
attempted, and a handful of worn-out ragged 
troops took possession of the whole kingdom^ 
Subsequent events have fully proved that it was 
iaot cowardice on the part of the Portuguese na* 
tion, that permitted this French army to take pes- 
$ession of their country, but rather that respect for 
theorders of t{]^ir Prince, which, under die most 
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trying circumstances, they have always endea-A.p.i8ox 
voured to conform to. But certainly a set of 
cowardly vUlaius did e^ist, who had sold both 
their country and their Prince, and who wer^ 
ready to deliver tibiem up to tlie destroyer of th« 
human racew 

When Junot took t)ossession of Portugal, th* 
regular military force of that kingdom consisted 
of four regiments of artillery, twelve regimenti 
of cavahy, and twenty-four regiments of infantry j 
there was also an irregular force of forty4hre^ 
regiments of militia, fifteen hundred light troops, 
and thirteen hundred ipvalid artillery ; and, by a 
printed return now before me, it appears that the 
effective strength of the, whole was as foUovd : 

Cavalry j infantry, and artillery pf the 

. line, effective^ • p « 53,20^ 

Engineers^ ^ * ?* l^ 

Militia, effectivp^ • ^ ^ ^ 34,400 

Total, 87,754 

TOie first measure of the Prencji general was th« 
reduction of this force, and the greater part of it 
was disbanded, in the beginning of 1808. Thf 
militia and peasantry were also disarmed, and 
every effort made to render the nation unable to 
resist ]iii power* Ab»ut twelve thousaQd xnesr 
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A. D. 1808. were permitted to volunteer, or rather compelled 
to march to France, under the Marquis of Alor- 
ca ; and when, in obedience to the directions of 
his master, Junot declared that the house of Bra- 
ganza had ceased to reign in Portugal, scarcely 
any vestige of a native military force existed in 
the country. 

In organizing the army o£ Pprtugal, Count 
Lippe determined that there should be only 
twenty.four regiments of regular troops, called 
infantry of the line ; and in his book of regula- 
tions, the effective strength of each corps and 
company is accurately detailed. According to 
these regulations, every regiment upon the peace 
establishment consisted of seven companies: 
the first company was commanded by the colonel 
of the regiment ; the second, by the lieutenant- 
colonel J and the third, by the major ; while each 
of the remaining four companies had a captain. 
The staff consisted of the adjutant, quarter-mas- 
fer^ surgeon, six assistant surgeon^, a drum-ma- 
jor, armourer, and provost j and the effective 
strength of each regiment was twenty-three re- 
gimental, and fifteen staff officers, and seven 
liundred and sixty-eight non-commissioned officers 
and privates. Though this was considered the 
effective strength of the regiment, any numbei: 
fi£ officers or men might be borne upon the estae* 
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blishment as aggragados. An aggragado literally a.d.i808: 
signifies a person att^hed to the regiment, with- ^'^^^^'^ 
out being a member of the corps ; and by the mUi- 
tary law of Portugal, oflScers who are aggragados 
jceceive only half the pay and allowa ices of effec* 
lives. They are always the junior of their respective 
ranks, and cannot be promoted until they become 
effectivje. When talking on this subject with 
Marshal Beresford, his Excellency observed, that 
it was much to be regretted, that some regulation 
similar to this did not exist in the British service. 
When an officer is suspended from rank and pay 
by the sentence of a general court-martial, in the 
British servi^ce, he is allowed to go where he . 

pleases, until the time of his suspension is expir- 
ed ; and it not unfrequently happens, that dur- 
ing this period he becomes lost to bimself as well 
as to the service ; he is removed from the society 
pf his brother^officers, and thrown upon the world ', 

under a depression of spirits, ill calculated to re- 
sist temptation, and therefore he seldom escapes 
ruin. In the Pertuguese service, on the contrary, 
an officer who is aggragadoed is kept with his 
corps, and obliged to do the duties of his station j 
he receives indeed a pittance of his pay, but the 
|i^unishment is even more severe, in my opinion, 
than that of suspension in the British service, 
To return from this digression j as long as the 
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A-D-itoT. government of Portugal, established by his Royal 
•^"^^^^ Highness the Prince Regent, was allowed to ex- 
ist, the country continued tdierably quiet, but na 
sooner was the edict of the 1st Fefcfruary made 
public, than the genuine feelings of the pe<^le 
f>egaB to appear- 
In his &st address Uy the people of Portugal, 
which, as a curious document, I haVe given in a 
note *^, Junot makes use of soothing language. 
His object was only " to liberate the Prince Re- 
gent from the thraldom of England/' But whai 

♦ *' l«e Gouvemeur de Paris, Premier Aide de Camp de Sa 
Msgest^ rEmperenr & Roi, Q€ti€xvl en ^he^ Grand-Croix dm 
Tordre de Chrigt de Portugal* 
f Habitans de Liabonne, 

^^ Mon arm^ va eptrer dans voa murs. EUe y venait pouc 
^auver votr|5 port et yotre Prince de I'influence de rAngleteme. 

*' Mais ce Pripce, si i^espectable par ses vertus, s'est laiss6 
entnuner aux conseils de qu^lques m^chans qui Fentouraient, e£ 
il est alle se jetter dans les bras de ses ennemis. 

** On Fa &it trembler pour sa prc^pre persoime, ses ti^elf 
n'ont €^ compt^s pour nen> et vc» int^r^tsi pnt ^ sacrifi^a ^ Ii^ 
Ikhet^ de quel<]^ies Couriisans I 

*^ Ilabitans de Lisbonne: soyez ^anquilles dans vos maisonSj^ 
ne craignez ni mon arm^e, ni moi ; nous ne sommes ^ craindre 
gue pour nos ennemis, et pour les medians, 

*" Le grand Napoleon mon maJtre m* envoye pour vous pro* 
t^ger ; je roiw prot^rai. 
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he had got a firm footing in the nation, he consi^A.D.iM8^ 
dered it no longer necessary to wear the mask, y^^^^^ff" ^ 
and on the 1st of February 180S, the following 
edict was published in Lisbon: 



f* Le GQUvemetir de Paris j Premier Ai^e de Camp 
de S. M. V Empereur et Roi, General en Chef: 

^^ Habitans du Royaume de Portugal, 
^< Vos int6r6ts ont fix6 ^attention de S. M« 
PEmpebeur, Notre Auguste Maitre ; toute irreso^ 
luti(»i doit cesser^ le s<Mt du Portugal est arr^t^, 
et son bonheur futur est assart puisque Nafoleok 
LB Grand le prend sous sa toute puissante protec*" 
tion. 

^^ Le Prince du Br^l en abandonnsnt le Por* 
tugal, a renonc^ ^ totts ses droits k la souverai* 
pet6 de ce Royaume. La Maison de Bragance » 
cesse de regner sur le Portugal. L'Empkreur 
Napoleon yeut ^ue pe beau pays soit administr6 
et gouvemS tout entiei* en son Norn, et par le 
G^6ral en Chef de scm Arm6e^ 

^^ La tSche que cette inarque des Bontes et de 
la Confiance de moil Mattre, mMmpose, est diffi« 
cile k remplir j mais j*esp6re y r6ussir aid6 dea 
trayaux des hommes les plus instruits du Royaume^ 
et de k bcmne vplonti de tous ses Habitans, 
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A-D.i8d8. " JPai 6tabli un Conseil de Gouvermnent pour 
m'eclairer sur le bieti faire j des Adininistrateurs 
seront envoy.es dans les Provinces ponr s'assurer 
des moyens d'ameliorer I'AdiXiinistration et d'y 
etablir Pordre et Peconomie. J'ordonne que des 
Routes soient ouvertes, et des Canaux creases, 
pour faciliter les Communications, et faire fleuriv 
Tagriculture et Tindustrie n^tionale, .ces dem. 
branches si necessaires a la prosperite d'un pays, 
et qu'il sera facile de relever ayec un Peuple Spi- 
rituel. Patient et Brave^ Le^ TrQupes Portugaises 
commaudees par leurs Chefs les plus recommand- 
^bles, «e feront bijent6t plus qu'une jqaeme familkt 
avec les soldats de Marengo j d!AmterUt$^ .de JenAy 
de Frkdhndy et ne rivaliseront ^yec eu^, que de 
courage et de discipline. Les finances bign adr 
wdnistrees assureront k chaqpe eqaplpyi^ le prix de 
son travail; Tinstruction publique^ cette nti^re 
de la Civilisattf)o d^s peoples, ^e rapiandra dans 
chaque Province, et les Proviijce? diAlgairve^ et 
de Beyra-Alta^ auront peutre|;re aus^i un jour leur 
Camoens* La religioij de yos P^^es^ ceUq que 
nous professons tons, ser^ protege^ et stfiQuixxsi 
par la meme volonte q/ui a su la r^tablijr dans le 
vaste Empire Fran9ais, mais delivree de supersti- 
tions qui la^deshonorent: la Justice sera rendui^ 
^vec Equire, et debarrass6e des longueurs et d^ 
l'arbitr9ire qui I'entravaictiit La Trauquilliti 
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Publique ne sera plus trouUee par un brigandage ^^-^^^^ 
affireux, resultat de l*oi5ivet6, et s*il existe des^^'^*^ 
scelerats incorrigibles, une bonne pplice en diSn 
livrera la Societe :' l^hideuse mendieite ne traiixera 
plus ses haillons dans la superbe Capitale, ni dans 
l-interieur du.Royaume; des maisons de r6pres* 
sion seront etablies pour cela ; le pauvre estropi6, 
y trouvera un asyle, et le faiii^ant y sera employe 
^ un travail n6cessaire, meme a sa conservation. 

f * HaUtans du Roymme de Portugal^ soyez ras- 
sures et tn^iquilles ; repous^ez les instigations de 
ceux qui voudraient vous porter a quelque r6volte, 
et a qui il importe peu de faire r6pandre le sang, 
pourvuque ce 3oit du sang continental ; livrezr 
vous avec confiaiice k yps travaux, vous en re- 
icuelUerez le fruit ; j^*il faut que vous fassiez queir 
ques sacrifices dans les premiers momens, c'est 
pour m^ttre le (jouvemement a pieme d*ameliorer ' 
yotre sort, lis sont d'aiUeurs ipdispensables pour 
I'entretien d'une grapde Armee, p^cessaire aux 
:raste projets du Grand Najfoleon : son Oeil Vi- 
gilant vous a £^(^9 et yptre bonheur futur est as- 
sure J vous Jiui serez aussi chers, que ses sujets 
i'ran9ais j mais m6rit^z ses bienfmt3 par votre rcr 
^pect et yotre sownis^oQ poiu:* ses volontes. 

** Donn6 au Palais du Quartier-G^neral, k Lis- 
J)0nne le l. Feyripr 1808, 

«JUKOT.**- 
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A.D<i809. No sooner was this edict pyblidbejd) than the 
^"^x spirit of discontent began to prevail in every 
quarter of the kingdom, and had it not been the 
powerfiil Spanish ;9rniy which occupied the dis- 
tant provinces of the country, and the French 
force in the centre of the nation, the revolt 
would have been general^ On many occasions 
the peasantry could not conceal their feelings* 
In the beginning of May, the Spanish forces were 
removed from Portugal *, in conssquence of the 
revolution, which had extended from the south 
to the north of Spain, and was spreading through^ 
out the Peninsula* On the 6th of June, the 
French governor of Oporto, M. Quxsnei., was 
made prisoner by the citizens, and the govenw 
ment of his Royal Highness, the Prince Regent 
restored to full power in that city. On the 7th 
the royal standard of Portugal was hoisted at the 
castle of St John de F02, and th^ usurpatipn of 
the French declared at an end» 

The whole of the cities and towns in the norths 
em provinces followed tht example of Oporto ; 
and, in a few days, the detachments of the fVench 
army on the north of the Mondego were either 
made prisoners or ob%ed to retire upon LisboUf 

* The Spanish troops in the provinces of Sstreini^iU^ sn^ 
Alentejo were disarmed and made prisopers^ 
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The troops who had been disbanded retuili^ yo-A.D.i«t>8- 
hintarily to their standards, and the {peasantry ih 
thousands chose their own leaders, and demand- 
ed to be led against the enemies of their country. 
The most rei^ctable of the inhabitants of the 
d^rent cities formed themselves into Juntas, and, 
in the name of John, Prince R^ent oflPortugal^ 
directed the public afiairs. The revolution spread 
rapidly from the northern provinces to Algarve, 
and at Olham, on the 16fli of June, the roya! 
bouse of Bragan^a wi^ #nce more restored to its 
legitimate sovereignty^ 

Oporto, however, as it had been the fcst to 
throw off the yoke, was in s^me measure the mos< 
active, and what was called the Supreme Junta 
was established in that city. The Right Reve« 
rend Bii^iop was appointed president of the Junta, 
and the^ veneration in which his Excellency waa 
lield by the populace, tended, on many occasions, 
to allay the fiiry of the revcdiitionary mob, which 
threatened, in some instances, to destroy the 
mnoeent as well as the guilty. Hie most trifling 
suspicion of being friendly-disposed towards the 
enemy, was often sufficient to involve whole fa« 
milies in rain. 

The organization of the military force in the 
Wirtk of Portugsi, was intriwted to General Ber- 
nardin Freire d^Andrade, The news of the re* 
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jk;B.i8084 volution' were imm^ately <^onv6yed ta his Ma^' 
^^'^'"^^^^^jesty's Sloop Eclipse, which was cruising off the 
Bar of Oporto, and every means Used to scf- 
cure the assistance of this country* In the mean 
time^ Junot, having been informed of these move- 
ments of the Patriots^ directed General Loison,^ 
who had about 2600 men under his (Command at 
Almeida, to march upon Oporto, and take venge-» 
ance on those who had presumed to rebd against 
his authority. Loison quitted Almeida on the 
17th of June, with about 2500 infantry, 100 ca-^ 
valry, and thre^ field-pieces. He arrived at La* 
mego #n the 30th, without meeting with any op- 
position. On the 21st he crossed the Douro at 
Regoa, and, while he was at dinner at Mezam<» 
frio, he was informed that the peisantry were 
collected upon the hills^ and that they seemed 
determined to -defend the pass of " Os Padroes 
' de Teixeira/' Junot replied to the messen^r 
who brought him this information, " That he 
had intended to sleep at that place, hfit he had 
now changed his mind, and at four o'clock he 
should proceed and chastise the rebels/* But be- 
, fore he had concluded his dinner, he was farther 
informed that an immense multitude had attacked 
his baggage^guard at Regoa, and that they were 
in danger of being overpowered. On receiving 
tjiis information, the column which was advanc« 
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ing in the direction of Oporto was counter-march- a. n.itosw 
ed, and, after a pretty smart engagement with ^"^^^"^^ 
the peasantry, in which Loison received a slight 
wound, they were dispersed. The baggage having 
been secured, the French army encamped for the 
night in an olive-grove, where they were kept very 
much upon the alert. On the morning of the 22d, 
Loison took possession of the heights on the bimks 
of the river, and the villages within his reach 
were given up to be plundered by his troops. In 
the afternoon they were collected agsun, and h^ 
proceeded to chastise the rebels, who still held 
their position at the pass of Os Padroes da Teix- 
eira; but, upon viewing this position, and the 
multitude which was coltectcfd to defend it, he 
preferred re-crossing the Dourp, which he accom* 
plished next morning. 

This sudden retreat of the French army, gave 
great animation to the Portuguese who had engag- 
ed in the revolution, and brought many thousands 
to the standard of liberty. The Portuguese army 
was divided into three columns, which were named 
after the districts from which they had been coUect- 
' ed, viz. Villa Real, Amarante, and Guimaraens, 
and the whole, it is said, amounted to more than 
sixty thousand. The enemy were pursued by this 
force, and lost part of their baggage in crossing 
the river. On the 24th the greater p^^rt of this 
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A-D-iBOB^numerotis^ but undrgainised force, trossed the 
Douro in j^ursidt of Loison^ and the restoratioh 
<if the Ugxtimstii aiithorities was proclaimed in La^ 
jnego. Loison quitted Lteiego a few hours before 
the Portuguese entered it, btit he #as immediatelj 
i^Uowed arid overtaken it the Villagel of Juvantes, 
where it appeared he hald halHed for tiie tdf^t 
On the advance^ however, of such an immense 
multitude, he continued his rc^treat, having forook 
ed his small force into a close column^ with the! 
ba^age in the centre^ 

In propcxrtion as the inultitu^ gdt l^igixed 
i>y their long da/s march, they gave up the pur- 
suit, and began to disperse ; and Loison was pei^ 
mitted to take up a position on the top of a iiill^ 
where he passed the n%ht On the 25th the pur^ 
siiit was continued, and at Castro d'Airo^ the 
Pcwrtuguese having pressed up<m the rear of the 
French column, an action took place, in wfaidi 
there Was some loss on both sides. In liiis re« 
treat the French lost upwards of 300 men,, two 
liowitzers, and a great part of their baggage ; 
and in the various actions which took 'place, a 
. Friar, named Jose Joaquim da Assumpsam^ bore 
a most distinguished part. 

As General Loison continued to retreat in the 
direction of Vizeu, it was supposed he intended 
to attack Coimbra, which gave considerable alarm 
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to the inhabitants of that city. But it^hea hisA.D.i8os. 
small force arrived «t Vizeu, they were not per- 
mitted to enter the town, but encamped m the 
neighbourhood^ and everj tiling they required 
was regularly pdiid for- This, it is repofrted, was 
owing to orders from junot, ^ho began to con* 
ceive it pos^bie to conquer the revolutionary spi* 
rit which was so rapidly spreading, , by measures 
of conciliation- Frmn Vizeu, Loison proceeded 
to Mongodide, and reached Celorica without be« 
ing opposed ; but the advance, of the pursuing 
army having come up with him between Trancoso 
and Ptnhel, he found some difficulty in reaching 
tlie garrison of Almeida on the 1st of July. 

JuKOT, during this period, passed his time 
wy uncomfortably in Lisbon, for every hour 
brought fresh accounts of the progress of iha 
revolution, which it became impossible for him 
to conceal from the inhidbitants of that city. 
He published an edict, declaring, that what« 
ever city or town took up arms against the troops 
of France, should be given up to pillage,— 4he 
bouses should be erased, and the inhttbitaiit$ 
given up to the sword ; and that every individual 
fixmd with arms in his hands should be instant^ 
Ijr diot A council of war was called, at which 
twenty^five general officers assisted. A concilia* 
ttog address to the inhabitants ci Pivrtugal WM 

I 
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A.D.i8C8.drawn up by this council, and Pedro de Mello^ 
Brayner, president of the supreme court of jus- 
tice in Oporto, was directed to proceed to the 
north with this address, and to use his influence 
in. crushing the rebellion, Brayner left Lisboa 
on ti^e 28 th of Jane, but on his arrival at Leiria, 
he was surrounded by the peasiantry, and nar*^ 
rowly escaped being massacred. He escaped to 
Alcoba^a, and from t]^ence returned to Lisbon ^ 
and Junot's address served only to irritate the pa- 
triots. . ' 

The revolution, I have already mentioned, com-p 
menced in Algarve nearly at the same period that 
it took place in the north, and its progress wa» 
equally rapid* The French troops in that king* 
dom were either expelled or made prisoners by 
the 22d of June ; and the appeaarance of the ex-^ 
pedition under General Spenser on that coast, 
added.greatly to the efforts of the patriots. The 
Marquis of Olham, the legitimate governor of 
Algarve, was brought from his retirement, and 
made president of the provincial council; and 
persons were dispatched to Seville, Gibraltar, and 
other places, to communicate the glad tidings of 
the restoration of Algarve. Kellerman, who 
commanded in the Alentejo, kept the people in 
subjection for a week or two, but being recalled, 
^th the troops under his command^ towards ps^ 
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bon, that province was not backward in pi^oclaim- A.D.18O8* 
ing the restoration of their beloved Prince. 

On the 2d of July General Margaron left Lis- 
bon with a division of the French army, for the 
purpose of reducing the northern provinces to 
subjection. He met the advance of the patriots 
at Carvalhos, three leagues south of Leiria. But 
as this advance consisted only of a few unarmed 
peasants, it quickly retreated, and threw the un- 
protected inhabitants of that city into great con- 
fusion. They were truly unprotected, for they 
kad not a single piece of artillery to aid them in 
their defence, and not above one or two car- 
tridges for the few musketry which they possess- 
ed. On the 5th the enemy*s advance reached 
Canoeira, in the suburbs of Leiria, where {he pa- 
triots fell upon them unawares, and made five 
prisoners. This success tended in some measure 
to reanimate the inhabitants, biit their joy was 
of short duration, as the whole of the enemy's 
force, amounting to between four and five thou- 
sand men, arrived and took possession of the city. 
The patriots offered considerable resistance in se- 
veral parts of the town, which so enraged the 
French General, that the whole were given up tq 
the fury of his troops. Many were surrounded, 
and became the victims of the French soldiery. 
The streets and houses were filled with the kcei* 

la 

Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



132 /PREHISTORY [Chaf-IH- 

A.i>.is()8. rated bodies bf the murdered citizens, and this 
horrid butchery continued as long as victims 
could be found ; then it was that Margaron de* 
clared by public proclamation, that Leiria xdm 
pardoned^ and that the inhabitants might return 
to their houses in safety ; he added, that whoever 
£dled to return within twenty-four hours, should 
be put to death wherever they were found. 
- On the 7th Margaron left Leiria, arid proceed^ 
ed in the direction of Thomar. The fate of Lei- 
ria was published by Junot in Lisbon, and jthe 
con^quence of this rebellion pointed out; de»> 
9truction, the Portuguese were told, was the 
i^rtain issue of all such attempts to set aside the 
authority of the great Napoleon. The bulletin 
ef Junot on this occasion concluded by sajring, 
" That the destruction of the insurgents would 
have been greater, had not the General restrained 
the just indignation of his soldiers ; but that 
the moment the battle was at an end, their mode- 
ration was equalled only by their valour*' This 
bulletin, or rather the cruelties practised at 
Leiria, terrified the inhabitants of Thomar, 
and on the approach of Margaron, a letter of 
humble submission was sent to him, imploring 
bis forgiveness for the symptoms of insurrection 
which had appeared amongst them, and declar- 
ing their attachment and fidelity to the ruler of 
Trance. In this maniiei^ they 'saved their own 

uigiiized by VjOOQ iC 



CHApjn.3 OF PORTUGAL. iss 

lives^ and preventecj their town from being pillag- A.D.ieoe. 
ed. A contribution of 10^000 crusades was levied ^'•"V^ 
upon the convents and clergy, and the town^ 
council were made to renew their oath of allegiance 
to the Emperor Napoleon^ 

Margaron left Thomar on the 12th, after r^ 
ceiving a second contribution of money, and re- 
turned to Lisbon. On the Sd of July Lpison 
quitted Almeida a second time, and marched in 
the direction of Guarda. As he advanced towards 
this city, there was some appearance of opposi- 
tion, which was made a pretext for delivering 
it up to be plundered by his troops. From Guai- 
da Loison proceeded to Fundao, idiiich he found 
deserted. At Atalaya the peasantry made consi- 
derable resistance, which so exasperated him, thtt 
he caused the village to be surrounded with his 
troops, and gave directions that neither mian, wo- 
man, nor child should escape. After a march, 
marked by nothing but murder and n^ine, he 
arrived at Santarem on the 12th, and was i^- 
pointed to take the command pf a column of ten 
or twelve thousand men, destined for the redue* 
tion of the provinces in the north. 

Kellerman, Thomieres, und Brenier, were the 
Generals who commanded this force und^ Loi- 
son, and Alcoba9a was fixed upon as the paint 
of imion. Oi^ the 1 5th Thomieres marched witJk 
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.D.i«o8.hi8 brigade, to the small place of Nazareth on the 
cbast, which he completely destroyed; while 
Xoison^ with the troops under his immediate 
command, kept the direct road for Leiria. 

The French army passed Leiria, and encamped 
on the heights of Olh^vas. Here Loison was in- 
formed that a powerful Spanish and Portuguese 
army was advancing to meet him. He halted 
for two days in this place, and instead of advsm- 
cing, he began once more to retire upon Lisbon, 
where he arrived on the 20th. The brigade of 
Thomieres took up its former position at Caldas, 
Obidos, and Peniche. 

On the 2Sd, Junot reviewed the whole of the 
French troops in and about Lisbon ; and on the 
^Sth Loison was dispatched into the Alentejo, 
with the brigades of Margaron and Solignac. 

General Leite, who had taken an active part in 
the restoration of this province, and who had 
been intrusted by the provinciail government with 
the organization of the army, made every exer^ 
tion to coUect a force, that might afford some 
hope of his being able to meet this division of 
Loison, which consisted of 6000 men. * The 
French general, however, was so rapid in his 
movements, that he reached Evora before Gene- 
^ nl Leite could collect more than 2400 Spaniards 
and Portuguese. Between seven and eight o^ clock 
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on tl^e morning crfthe 49th^ the French tfoop8'A.D.i8»8^. 
appeared before Evota. The city was bravely de- 
fended for a considerable time, and when no 
longer tenable, the little army under Leite retir-» 
ed in the greatest order to CMivenga. The de- 
fenceless inhabitants fled to the churches and 
convents, thinking these places would be respect-^ 
ed, and tlieir lives would be saved ; but iti this 
they were soon undeceived. The soldiers were 
informed by their general, that they had permts- 
sion to plunder the city, and t^e same scenes of 
horror and^ bloodshed which had taken place at 
Leiria, were repeated with many aggravations in 
Evora. 

Wheti Loison's thirst for blood and plunder was 
in sicmie measure satiated, he began to regulate 
the affiurs of the city. He caused magistrates to 
be elected, and formed a junta, which continued 
to govern in the name of the Emperor of Fr;ance 
for ten or twelve days. The conduct of the 
French army in Evora had the effect of terrify- 
ing the greater part of the inhabitants of the Alen- 
tejo into submission. A deputation was mnt to 
Loison from Estramc^, soliciting his pardqn ^an^ 
protection, which was granted, and he entered thai; 
town as a friend on the 2d of August. From Estm- 
moz he proceeded to Elvas, which Kellermi^n had 
li^ept iQ sul^Gtion i but instead of marching vp$m 
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A.B.1^8* Bodajds^ Jdien in the hands of the Spanis^h patriots^ t 
^''"^y^ arid which he threatened to treat as he had done 
^ Evora, he retired upon Portalegre, and took the 
road for Abrantes. 

General Leite, after quitting Evora, retired to 
OHven9a with the few troops that remained with 
him, and he remained in this place during the 
continuanx^ of the French army in the Alentejo ; 
on the retreat of that army he marched to Canu- 
po Maior^ Th^ whole of the patriots in Aim* 
tejo were united about the end of August ; and 
in obedience to the directions of the Supr^ne 
Junta i» Oporto, they were put under the com- 
mand of the Count of Castro Morim, 

It may be proper to refnarl: 'here, that as yet 
there was no force in existence that could be 
called a Portuguese army ; for although many €£ 
|he regimefsto disbanded by Junot had been in 
some measure re-embodied, yet the great mass of 
, the patriotic force was nothing mprethan an un* 
^rmed, disorganized mob. ITie public treasury bad 
l)ecn drained by the enetoy, who was still in posses- 
sion of the capital ; a?Mi every description o£ arms 
bad been ca^efuDy removed from the provinces ; 
m that it wias not ip the power pf those who took 
•0e dir^tipn of a£|iirs to prgapuse any respectable 
fxctf The Junta of Oporto, howevpr^ was in-. 
^#l4||ab}9 ^ ai^liiDation was made tp Doif Ppt^ 
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HiNOOs DE SouzuA. CouTiNHO^ the ainbassa4or of A.D.IIO0L 
his Royal Higbnestir* the Prince Regent of Por- 
tugal^ in Londofi, to procure a supply of arms 
from this country ; and the venerable Bishop of 
Oporto, the president of the Junta, published an 
address to his flock, in which he intreated them 
to come forward with what horses they could 
spare, to mount the cavaliy. General Frier^,. as-r 
sisted by his Excellency Don Miguel Pereira For- 
joz *, used his utmost efibrts to organize a force 
in the north ; and the soldiers who had belonged 
to the anny disbanded by the French, were called 
upon to join their regiments at Oporto, Viaoa, 
Braga, Cliaves, Bragajiza, and Vizeu. A volun- 
tary contribution was collected in Oporto^ which 
amounted to a considerable sum in money, be- 
sides many other articles, very necessary for the 
equipment of the tro(^s, but these came far short 
of what was really required. Various measures 
were adopted to create some permanent revenue ; 
and too much praii^ cannot be given to the Su-^ 
preme Junta, which managed the civil affiiirs, 
or to the two dis^nguished officers who were 
charged with the organization of the army t. 

' • Don Miguel is the present secretary of state, charged 
yitfa the departments of foreign s^^rs, mat, and marine. 
t Ther^ydlution ia VfKtofpiwM not free from those dii^ 
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A.D; 1808. The first official communication of the revolu- 
tion in Portugal which was brought to this coun- 
try, was contained in a letter from Sir Charles 
Cotton to the secretary of the Admiralty, dated 
on board the Hibemia, off the mouth of the Ta^ 
gus, the 22d o£ June, inclosing one from the 
commander of his Majesty's sloop Eclipse, dated 
off Oporto, June the 20th. Captain Creyke, in his 
letter to Sir Charles Cotton, states, that between 
the 10th and aoth of June, Oporto had* under- 
gone two revolutions: That after the Spanish 
army had delivered up the city to the Portuguese 
patriots, and after the national fi^g had been 
hoisted in every part, the French had succeeded in 
establishing their authority, through the weak- 
ness and il]«judged measures of the governor, 
Luis d'Oleveira : That the French h^d kept pos- 
session of Oporto until the 16th of June, when, 
attempting to substitute the French flag for the 
national colours, in the procession of Corpus 
Christie they had been overpowered by a nume- 
rouai force, which, headed by the clergy, had 
taken possession of the city ; and that not only « 

graceful scenes, which ai^ common in all popular revolutions. 
General Freire ML a sacrifice to the insubordination of his troops, ^ 
and was literally torn to [tteoes by the multitude, which not many 
^ays before had hailed him as the saviour of their country. ,• 
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the French troops, but ^very person suspected of a.d.i808. 
favouring them, had been imprisoned. 

On the 12th of July a British force, under the 
command of the Marquis of Wellington, (then 
Sir Arthur Wellesley), sailed from Cork. It 
arrived at Corunna on the 20th, and its assist- 
ance was offered the Spanish Junta of Galicia ; 
bat Lord Wellington was told that the Spaniards 
did not want men ; that they only required from 
the British government money, arms, and am- 
munition. On leaving Corunna, Lord Wellington 
proceeded to- Oporto, where he had a conversa- 
tion with the Bishop and Supreme Junta ; but be- 
fore determining on what plan he should pursue^ 
he judged it prudent to consult with Admiral Sir 
Charles Cotton. The fleet was therefore ordered 
to cruize off Oporto, and his Lordship proceeded 
to the mouth oj^the Tagus, where the. British fleet 
under Sir Charles was blockading that port. 

While Lord Wellington was on board the Hi- 
bernia, he received a letter from General Spenser, 
who was off Cadiz with about 6000 men, which 
had been destined to act with the Spanish forces 
under Castanos, but which had likewise been refus- 
ed permission to land in Spain ; Lord Wellington 
Jtherefore directed General Spenser to join him, 
smd the British force which had arrived from 
England with his Lordship was lapded in Mon« 
dego bay, on the 7th of August— Next day 
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juD. 1808. the troops under General Spenser landed in 
the Mondego river, and the whole were united 
near the small village of Lagos* On the 9th the 
advanced guard moved forward on the road to 
lisbon, and on the 12th the British army reached 
Leiria, where it was joined by the Portuguese 
troops, amounting to about 1600. On the 15th 
the advanced guarcl came up with the rear of the 
French army at Obidos, where a slight action 
took place. Lord Wellington halted the army at 
Caldas on the 16th, and proceeded to reconnoitre 
the enemy's position. 

The advance of the French army, which a- 
mounted to about 6000 infeintry, and 500 cavalry, 
under General Laborde, was most advantageously 
posted on the heights in the neighbourhood of 
the village of Roli^a ; but as Lord Wellington 
learnt that a reinforcement, under Loison, was 
hourly expected, he determined to attack that 
position without delay. On the 17th the army 
moved forward from Caldas in three columns. 
The right cblumn, which consisted of 120 Portu- 
guese infantry, and SO cavalry, was destined to 
turn the enemy's left, and penetrate into the 
mountains in his rear. The left column, consisting 
of Msyor-general F^^rgusson's and Brigadier-gene* 
ral Bowe's brigades of infantry, three companies 
of riflemen, a brigade c^ light artillery, with 20 
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Britisfa and 40 Portuguese cavalry, was destined a. ^.i^a^. 
to ascend the heights at CH>idos, and turn all the 
posts on the enemy's left; and the centre column, 
consisting of General Hill's, General Nightin- 
gale's, General Crawford's, and General Fane's 
brigades, 400 Portuguese light infantry, the Bri- 
tish and Portuguese cavalry, a brigade of nine- 
pounders, and a brigade 6£ six-^pounders, was 
m^dered to attack Laborde's position in front. 

The ccdumns moved from Obidos about eleven 
^^clock A. M. General Fane'^s riflemen were irii* 
fiiediately detached into the hills on the left of 
the valley, to keep up the communication with 
the centre and 1^ columns, and to protect the 
march oi the former along the plain. General 
Hill's brigade, formed in three columns of batta^ 
lions, moved on the right of the valley, and was 
supported by die cavalry, in order to attack the 
enemy's left, while Generals Nightingale and 
Crawford kept the high road. General Nightin-. 
gale's brigade was formed in the plain immetiUate- 
ly in the enemy's front, where it was supported 
by the 45th regiment, and the light infantry com-, 
panics of General Crawford's brigade. The.ene^ 
my retired from his position by the passed int<> 
the mountains, with the utmost regularity and ce- 
lerity, and, from our want of a sufficient body of 
tavaky^ hi§ loss m the plain was very trifling.i 
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A.i>.i808. The position which Laborde took up in the moun-^ 
tains was very formidable, yet Lord Wellington 
determined to attack it also, and his orders were 
given accordingly. The Portuguese infantry were 
directed to move up a pass on the right of the 
whole ; the light companies of General HilPs bri- 
gade, and the 5th regiment, moVed up a pass 
next to the right ; while the 29th regiment, sup- 
ported by the 9th, took a third pass, and the 45th 
and 82d regiments took passes on the left. Many 
of these passes were very steep, and covered with 
brushwood, which retarded our brave fellows 
considerably, and our loss was severe; yet the 
enemy was driven from every point, and we gain- 
ed possession of the tops of the mountains. The 
5th, 29th, 9th, and 45th regiments, were particu- 
larly distinguished on this occasion. The ene- 
sny*s loss was very great, and three pieces of can- 
non were left in our possession. Laborde retreat^ 
ed upon Torres Vedras, where he was joined by 
the division under Loison. On the 18th Lord 
Wellington advanced to Lourinha, to protect the 
landing of the troops which had arrived under 
General Anstruther ; and on the 19th and 20tb, 
the army continued to move on towards Lisbon. 
General Junot, who was aware of the rein- 
forcements that were daily arriving on the coast 
yf Portugal, and particularly of the wmy which 
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was expected under Sir John Moore^ determined a.d.iso«. 
to try the fate of a> general action before these 
ttoops could arrive. With this view he quitted 
Lisbon on the 19th, and joined the army at Torres 
Vedras. The whole of the French -force in Por- 
tugal was united on this occasion, and on the 
morning of the 21st he came up with the British 
army near the \illage of Vimeira. 

This^ village stands in a valley through which 
the river Ma9eira passes ; in the rear it is protect- 
ed by a mountain which touches the sea on the 
west, and is separated on the east by a deep ra- 
vine from the hills over which the road from the 
northward, and Lourinha to Vimeira, passes* 
The greater pisirt of the army, and eight jSeces 
of artillery, were posted on this mountain. Ge- 
neral Fane, with his riflemen and the 50th regi- 
ment, was posted on a hill on the eastern and 
southern side of the town, which was command- 
ed by the mountain on the west. He was sup- 
ported by General Anstruther's brigade, and half 
a brigade of six, and the same number of nine- 
pounders. The cava,lry and reserve of artillery 
were in the valley between the hills. 

A body of the enemy's cavalry appeared, about 
dght o'clock in the morning of the 21st, on the 
l^ft of the British line, on the heights over which 
tlie road piusses to Lourinha, and it was* sooi^ ob» 
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A.D.140S. vious that the attadc would be made upon the ad-^ 
" — ^ • • • 

vanced guard in that position. . The command^*-' 

in-chief, therefore, directed General F^^gusscm's 
brigade, and three pieces of artillery, to cross the 
ravine, and form on these heighti^ Miiile Genera] 
Nightingale, with his brigade, and the brigades 
of Generals Bowes land Ackland, were moved^in 
the same direc.tion- The Portuguese troops, sup- 
ported by General Crawford's brigade, were 
formed on the heights which terminate at ibe 
landing-place of Ma9eiTa. 

The enemy's attack began in several columns 
upon the heists where the great body of the 
British troops had been placed, and, notwithstand-^ 
ing the fire of the riflemen on the left, tiiey ai 
vanced in that direction close up to the 50th regi^ 
ment, a,nd were checked and driven back only by 
the bayonets of tliat corps. The 2d battalion of 
the 43d regiment was closely engaged on the road 
which leads to Vimeira, and prevented their 
' reaching that town ; while they wese repulsed cm 
^e right by the bayonets of th^ 53d and 97th re* 
giments, and, after severed desperate efforts^ were 
driven back in confusion, with, the loss of seven 
pieces of cannon, many prisosners, and a great 
number of officers and soldiers killed and wound* 
ed« The attack which was made upon General 
Fergusson's bngade was also most gallantly xe^ 
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pulsed by the 36th, 40th, and 71st regiments, a. D.isoa. 
These coips charged as soon as the enemy ap- 
proached them, and obh'ged him to give way at 
every point* This brigade, supported by the 82d 
arid 29th regiments, and by the brigades of Ge^ 
nerals Ackland and Bowes, and the Portuguese 
troops, pursued the flying columns of the enemy 
for several miles, taking from them six pieces of 
cannon, and a great many prisoners. 

In this action, in which the whole of the 
French force in Portugal was emploved, un- 
der the command of Junot in person, the ene- 
my was greatly superior in artillery and caval- 
ry, and although (from the nature of tlie ground} 
not above the half of the British force was en- 
gaged, he lost not less than thirteen pieces of 
cannon, twenty-three ammunition waggons, with 
powder, shells, stores of every description, and 
20,000 rounds of musket-ammunitiori. One ge- 
neral officer was wounded and taken prisoner, an- 
other was found dead- on the field of battle, and 
the number, of killed, wounded, and prisoners, 
was very great. Lieutenant-general Sir Harry 
Burrard arrived on the field during the action, 
but refused to give any directions until the ene- 
my were beaten,-*-when, by preventing the ad- 
vance of General Fergusson's brigade, he certainly , 
lessened the importance of the victory. Junot re- 

• ; Digitized by VwjOOQ IC 



146 'JtHE HISTORY [Chap. lit 

AD. 1808. treated from the field to Lisbon, and, by the ring- 
^^^'^'^^^ ing of bells, and firing of cannon, he announced 
to the inhabitants of that city that he had obtained 
a signal victory, and that in a few hours the British 
would be driven into the sea. Yet, notwithstand- 
ing every precaution, the true state of things 
soon became known, and he found some diAcul- 
ty in keeping the joy of the inhabitants within 
bounds. 

On the 22d of August, the day after the battle, 
Lieutenant-general Sir Hew Dalrymple joined the 
army, and took the command, so that this army 
was commanded by three different general officers 
in the course of twenty-four hours. A few hours 
after Sir Hew joined. General Kellerman arrived 
with a flag of truce from Junot, in order to pro- 
pose an agreement for a cessation of hostilities, 
for the purpose of concluding a ccmvention for the 
evacuation of Portugal by the French troops. A 
suspension of arms was agreed upon between 
-Lord Wellington and General Kellerman on the 
22d, and on the 30th of August, the celebrated 
convention of Cintra was concluded and ratified 
at Lisbon. The articles of this convention were 
generally condemned both in England and Por- 
tugal, and gave rise to some military proceedings, 
which kept the public in a state of agitation for 
a considerable period afterwards. 
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The French army was expelled from Portugal a. d.isos. 
by the treaty of Cintra, and the government es- 
tablished by his Royal Highhess the Prince Re- 
gent restored to full power in that kingdom ; but 
it soon became apparent, that no time was to be 
lost in preparing against a second invasion. The 
British ministry were well acquainted with the in- 
ternal resources of the country, and calculating 
upon the ?tssistance which could be sent, they 
pointed out to the Portuguese Government the 
plan which it ought to pursue, and that Govern- 
ment certainly entered into the views of the Bri- 
tish cabinet with great zeal* The assistance sent 
from this country, which was absolutely necessairy 
to bring the resources of the nation into play^ 
was most gratefully received. The troops which 
had been disbanded by Junot, when re-embodied, 
came far short of forming such a force as it was 
necessary to bring into the field, so that, inde- 
pendent of its being necessary to organize and 
discipline them, new levies, to a great extent^ 
were absolutely required. 

The population of Portugal, calculated at one 
million two hundred and fifty thousand males, 
subject to the recruiting law^, was capable of fur- 
nishing a sufficient number of recruits; but money 
to pay these recruits, and a General capable of 
putting the whole in motion, were not to be 
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A. D. 1808. found in the Peninsula. For these the British 
government was applied to, and they were readi- 
ly granted ; a loan was negotiated in England for 
the Prince Regent, and Major-general Beresford, 
an officer whose superior abilities were just be- 
ginning to be developed, was sent out to take the 
command of the Portuguese forces, with the local 
rank of Lieutenant-general *. 

On the arrival of General Beresford at Lisbon, 
in February 1809, he was appointed Marshal and 
Commander-in-chief of all the forces of Portugal^ 
by the Government of that country, and waa en- 
dowed with very full and extensive powers. 

A number of British officers of dilfferent raiik» 
were permitted at the same time to join the army 
of the Prince Regent, and were presented by his 
Royal Highness with commissions superior to 
those which they held in the British army. As- 
sisted by these officers. Marshal Bereisfcwrd began 
his labours soon after his appointment, and, by a 
firmness and perseverance almost unequalled, he 
brought the Portuguese army to its present state 
of discipline and organization ; or, in other words, 
organized the present well-disciplined and highly 
distinguished army of Portugal. 

* Thirty thousand of the Portuguese troops were takm into 
the pay of Great Britain. , -' 
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If we consider for a moment the difficulties a. d.isop. 
which General Beresford had to encounter, as a 
stranger, in a great measure, to the mapners and 
customs of the people he was appointed to com- 
mand, and unacquainted with the forms as well 
as whims of the government he had undertaken to 
serve, and take into account also some military 
appointments made at home, and which the result 
has proved to be injurious to the great object in 
view, as well as the opposition on many points 
which he has met with, both in England and in 
Portugal, we cannot but be surprised, that in the 
short period of eighteen months, and during a 
state of actual warfare, he could bring this army 
to such perfection ; for certainly not more than 
eighteen months had elapsed between the forma- 
tion of this army and their gallant conduct at 
Busaco. 

Before Marshal Beresford was vested with the 
command of the Portuguese forces, a number of 
British officers had been permitted to join th;at 
army, particularly Sir Robert Wilson, Baron 
d*Eben, and Captain Arinchild. In the corps to 
which they were particularly attached, they made 
considerable progress in organizing and disciplin- 
ing them. Marshal Soult, who commanded a di- 
vision of the Trench army in Galicia, began, in 
the beginning of March, to march upon Portugal, 
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A. D. 1809. to co-operate, as was intended, with another part 
of that army, which was to have entered by the 
Alentejo, under Marshal Victor. Soult arrived 
at the river Minho, which he attempted to cross 
in boats near its mouth, but a few guns in the old 
fortress of Caminha effectually prevented him, 
and he was obliged to go round by the bridge of 
Orense, which is about forty miles from Tuy, and 
which he crossed on the 6th of March. 

After dispersing the Spanish army under the 
Marquis Romana, he appeared before Chaves on 
the 13th. General Silvei^a, who w^s in that city, 
had about 3000 regular troops, and a body of 
half-armed militia and peasantry, under his com- 
mand } but this force was altogether inadequate 
to the defence of that place, so that, on the ap- 
proach of the enemy, he retired to Villa Pouca. 
Many of the motley group which composed his 
army refused to follow his advice, and remained 
for the purpose of defending Chaves. Soult in- 
vested the place, and it surrendered on the 15th 
without having fired a shot. 

From Chaves Soult proceeded to Braga, whither 
General Freire, the commander-in-chief in the 
north, had retired with the Portuguese army. 
Braga offered nothing favourable for defence, and 
the known approach of the enemy threw the in- 
habitants into the greatest confusion. The Gcjr 
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neral either was not so active as he ought to have a.d.i809. 
been, or was believed not to be so. The mob 
surrounded his house, and demanded to be led! 
out against the enemy ; and, on his refusing, the 
fury of the people became ungovernable ; they 
forced their way through his guards, and the Ge- 
meral and his Aid-de-camp were put to death upon 
the spot. Baron d'Eben, the only British oflScer 
at that time in Braga, wp.s in ^ manner compelled 
by this tumultuous army to become its leadeir. 
He advanced ^t their head to Carvalbo de IJste, 
a strong position some leagues from tjie city, and, 
for three successive days, foij^d every attempt of 
Soult to dislpdge him« On tJie I9th Soujt's ar- 
tillery forced this pass, and the B^on, with th^ 
troops that could be kept together, retired upon 
Oporto. J^oult proceeded in this direction also, 
And arrived before that city on the 25th, On the 
26th he reconnoitred the works, and, notwith? 
standing he attacked them with the whole of his 
force on the 27th and 28th, he was uniformly re* 
pulsed ; and had it not been for the coofusion in- 
duced by a want of confidence in the officers who 
commanded in Oporto, it is more than probable 
that he would not have been able to take it. On 
the 29th the French army entered Oporto,, and, 
upon the pretext that a French officer had been 
|ciUed when sent with a flag of truce to summoij 
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AD. 1809. the city, many thousands of the inhabitants were 
put to the sword. Neither age nor sex were 
spared, and for three days the streets were cover- 
ed with the dead bodies of the murdered inhabi- 
tants. 

When Soult advanced upon Oporto, he left 
about 1300 men, including sick, at Chaves, and 
no sooner was General Silveira assured of his 
having passed Braga, than he hastened from Villa 
Potica, and appeared before that place. The 
French quitted the town, and advanced to meet 
his army, — ^but numbers overcame discipline; 
about six hundred of them were killed or wound- 
ed, and the remainder were taken prisoners. 
After this gallant atcljievement, he continued to 
harass the rear of Soult*s army. Until it got pos- 
session of Oporto. 

Soult was marching upon that city when Mar- 
shal Beresford arrived in Lisbon ; and when it 
fell, his Excellency communicated the disaster to 
his army in general orders. " Oporto,*' he told 
them, " though defended by four and twenty 
thousand men, and protected with trenches and 
redoubts mounted with more than two hundred 
pieces of artillery, had fallen an easy prey to an 
army not more than half the number of its garri- 
son. . The people and the troops,*' he continued, 
** were brave and loyal, but, under the appear- 
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ance of patriotism, the enemy were able to pro-A.D.i809, 
duce a general insubordination, and the city was 
lost. — Let the troops," says Marshal Beresford, in 
the general order from which I quote, " be subor- 
dinate to their officers. Let them observe strict 
discipline, and the country has nothing to fear. 
The enemy is in possession of Oporto, — ^he was 
also in possession of Chaves, but that place he has 
lost, with more than fifteen hundred men. When 
General Silveira retired from Chaves, which, 
from the nature and number of his forces, he was 
incapable of defending, there were pretended pa- 
triots who riiised a cry of treason against him ; 
but the firmness of the General saved the greats 
part of his army, and placed it in a situation to 
acquire greater glory, and merit the thanks of 
the country. The commander-in-chief,** he con- 
cludes, " feels it his duty to warn the inhabitants 
and>jthe troops against those who, while they as- 
sume the appearance of patriotism, are in reality 
leaders of sedition ; nor can he sufficiently re- 
commend nnion and confidence, as every thing 
may be expected from the loyalty, valour, and 
patriotism, which animate the Portuguese in the 
defence of their country.** 

The news of the Austrian war tended much td 
raise the drooping spirits of the Portuguese, and 
when the Marquis of Wellington landed at Lis- 
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A-D.t809.bon, on the 22d of April, every town and village 
not in the possession of the enemy was illumi* 
nated. This officer (then Sir Arthur Wellesley) 
had gained the entire confidence of the Portu- 
guese, during his shdrt but glorious campaign 
of 1808. The Prince Regent conferred upon him 
the rank of Marshal-general of the kingdom, and 
the nation hailed him as their deliverer from bon- 
dage. 

Previous to Lord Wellington's arrival, the British 
army under Sir John Craddock, and the Portuguese 
under Marshal Beresford, had taken the field. On 
the 30th *, bis Lordship joined them atCoimbra; 
he reviewed the whole on the Campo de Bologna, 
near that city, on the 6th, and immediately be- 
gan his march upon Oporto, Marshal Beresford, 
with about 6000 Portuguese, and a brigade of 
British infantry, proceeded toward Vizeu, to act 
^ upon the enemy's left. Colonel (now Brigadier* 
general) Trant, who was governor of Coimbra, 
was placed, with the Portuguese under his com- 
mand, on the Vouga, and his advanced guard oc- 
cupied the right bank of that river, on the road 
to Oporto ; two divisions of the British infantry, 
with the cavalry, proceeded by the high road 

* Sir John Craddock littd given up the command of the army 
before Lord Wellington joined it, ^ . 
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from Coimbra; and the third division, under Ge-A.i).i809. 
neral Hill, by Aveiro. The army moved for- 
ward on the 7th of May, but halted on the 8th, 
that Marshal Beresford's division might have time 
to arrive upon the Upper Douro. On the 9th 
the commander-in-chief learnt that four regiments 
of French cavalry, and a battalion of infantry, 
with some pieces of artillery, were cantoned in 
the town of Albergaria Nova, and the neighbour* 
ing villages. Some of the troops crossed the 
Vouga that evening, and others in the course of 
the night, with a view to surprise this advanced 
post of the. enemy j but, though they advanced 
as silently as possible in utter darkness, and along 
rocky defiles, where it was often necessary to pa^s 
in single files, they found the enemy^ about sun- 
rise, upon the aJert, and the attempt at surprising 
them failed. Our cavalry charged and drove 
them from their position, and two regiments of 
Portuguese irifantry drove them through a pine- 
grove which was in their rear. In this, affair the 
French lost their cannon, and a considerable 
number of wounded; on the 11th their out-posts 
were driven in between Souto Rodondo and Grijo, 
and Scfult's advanced guard, consisting of 4000 
infantry apd some squadrons of cavalry, was 
driven from a very strong position on the heights 
fibove Grijo, when it retreated across the Dourq. 
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A.D.i809.1n this retreat they were closely pursued by the 
allied army. The BufFs were ferried across 
the Douro in two small boats, and though at- 
tacked by the whole French army, they kept 
their ground most gallantly, till they were . sup- 
ported by the 48th and 66th British, and 16th 
Portuguese regiments. General SherbrQoke took 
advantage of the weakness of the enemy in the 
city, and crossed with his division at Villa Nova. 
General Murray also effected a passage at Avin- 
tas, and came down upon Soult's left, which 
obliged him to retreat in the direction of Ama- 
rante. This retreat, or rather flight, took place 
about five o^clock in the evening, and our army 
pursued as^ long as they could see. Oporto hailed 
its deliverer with every demonstration of joy, and 
Lord Wellington had the pleasure of sitting down 
to an excellent dinner which had been prepared 
for Marshal Soult. 

It was Soult's intention, if defeated, to retreat 
by Amarante, through Villa Re^ and Braganza ; 
but Marshal Beresford had moved on with such 
rapidity, that having compelled the French posts 
of Villa Real and Mezamfrio to fall back with 
some loss, he drove in Loison's out-posts at the 
bridge of Amarante, and acquired possession of 
that important point at the same moment that 
jSoult was defeated before Oporto. Soult was 
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therefore obliged to pass through the mountains a. d.isos. 
by roads impracticable for carriages, and to cross ^"t^'^*^^^ 
the Minho once more at Orense. Lord Welling- 
ton pursued as far as Montalegre, and then halt- 
ed, finding it impossible either to stop or over- 
take him. 

During these movements, in the north of Por- 
tugal. Marshal Victor quitted the banks of the 
Guadiana, and driving Sir Robert Wilson's le- 
gion and the Portuguese militia from Alcantara, 
he entered Portugal, and advanced a little way in 
the direction of CaifteUo Branco. Lord Welling- 
ton, who had foreseen the possibility of such a 
movement, marched immediately to the south ; 
but Victor, whose only object was to make a di- 
version in favour of Soult, retreated as soon as 
he heard that the allied army had re-crossed the 
I>ouro, and concentrated his army between the 
Tagus and Guadiana, in the neighbourhood of 
Ca9eres. Marshal Beresford, with the Portu- 
,guese troops, was directed to watch the motions 
of the enemy in the north of Spain, while thQ 
commander-in-chief, after collecting the army at 
Abrantes, and equipping it for a summer cam- 
paign, proceeded to Placentia, for the purpose of 
joining the army of General Cuesta in its opera- 
tions against Victor. On the 17th and 18th <tf 
July, the BritisJb army broke up from Placentiitit 
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A. D. 1809. and joined the Spanish army under Cuesta at 
^^^^^^^"^ Oropesa on the 20th, On the 22d the combined 
armies marched from Oropesa, and the advanced 
guard attacked the rear-guard of Victor's army, 
upon a plain about a league from Talavera de la 
Reyna. Victor retreated to a position upon the 
Alberche, a league beyond Talavera, and our 
army encamped for the night in the vineyards and 
^ olive-groves between the French and the town. 
Lord Wellington determined to attack the enemy 
on the 23d, but Cuesta insisted upon delaying the 
attack till the following day. Victor, profiting 
by the precious time that had been unexpectedly 
given him, was found, on the morning of the 
24th, to have decamped. He retired to Sta OI- 
lala, and from thence to Torrijas. The British 
troops were halted from absolute necessity, as 
from the moment of its entrance into Spain it 
had been ill supplied, the means of transport 
had been refused, and now that it was joined with 
a force still more numerous than itself, there was 
a very great want of every necessary. 

Cuesta, who believed the French army was in 
full retreat, did not seem to value his British al- 
lies as he ought. He had advanced to Sta OUala 
and Torrijas, but on the 26th his outposts were 
attacked at the latter place, and driven in, and 
the whole of his army would have been destroy- 
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ed, if the troops under the Duke of Albuquerque a. D.isor. 
had not displayed unusual bravery. The Spa- ^^^^'^^'^^ 
nish army retreated twenty miles from Sta OUala 
that evening, and again joined the British army. 

On the 25th Victor was joined by Joseph Bo- 
naparte, with the troops from Madrid, as also 
by the corps under General Sebastiani ; and on 
the 26th he began to advance from Toledo, whi- 
ther he had retreated, for the purpose of effect- 
ing their junction. As soon as the Spaniards fell 
back on the Alberche, and the enemy was known 
to advance, a general action was apprehended by 
the British commander-in-chief. General Sher- 
brooke was recalled with his division from Casa- ' 
legos, to his station in the line ; and a position, 
extending to about two miles in length, was taken 
up on the right of Talavera. The Spanish army 
had the right, and the British the left of the line. 
General M'Kenzie's division of British infantry 
formed the advanced guard, which was stationed 
in a wood on the right of the Alberche, near the 
village of Casa de Salinas. A squadron of the 
2d light dragoons of the King's German Legion, 
was in advance of General M4Cenzie. About 
two o'clock in the afternoon of the 27th the ene- 
my appeared on the left bank of the Alberche, 
which he immediately forded ; and before Gene- 
ral M^Kenzie's troops could be withdrawn, thejr 
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A.D.iso9.were attacked by a very superior force. They 
suffered severely, but retired in perfect order, 
and took their position in the line. The enemy 
continued ta advance, and in the course of the 
afternoon, the whole of his force, amounting to 
more than 42,000, appeared in front of the allied 
army. A cannonade was commenced on the left 
of the British position, and the cavalry made an 
attempt to penetrate the Spanish lines, in tlie 
direction of Talavera, but without success. Soon 
after night had closed, an attempt was made to 
get possession of a height, which was on the left 
of the British position, and which commanded 
the whole of the line, and upon which a part of 
General HilPs division was posted. The attack 
upon this hill was made by volunteers from the 
French army, and directed by General Ruffin, 
who was supported by General Vilatte, and for a 
moment it proved successful. But General Hill, at 
the he^d of a column of his division, soon drove 
them from that post They attempted it a second 
time about the middle of the night, but in vain. 
Firing continued during the whole night indifferent 
parts of the lines, and at day-break, three regiments 
formed in close column, under General Ruffin^ 
made a third attempt. They had almost reached 
the summit of the hill, w well contested during 
tha night, when they were charged^ and driven 
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t>aek at the pdint of the bayonet. They retirad^ a.i>,uo9. 
however, in good o^der, and the Commander-in<^ y^vs^ 
chief judged it tMScesdary to inove twoi br%ades of 
cavalry into the valley on the left, for the farther 
security ol* that post^ Our cavalry wer^ supported 
in this movement by the Spanish horse, under the 
Duke d' Albuquerque ; and the French riflemen, 
who -wete placed on the heights td annoy them,. 
Were dislodged by the Mb division of Spanish 
infantry«r The cteemy kept dp their attacks^ upon 
the British line till about mid-^y^ when bav<^ 
ing gained no advantage, they retired a littk^ 
and cck)ked their diinnerd« Dteaix^ this period^ 
a little wine and bread was s^ed out to the Btu 
tish troops. Aboiit One o^clock, Vietor ordered 
a geiteral attack along the line^ His own tliree 
corps were to attack the hill which had been so 
well defended by General Hiil^g division^ Se-. 
bastiani was to torm^ bis division! into two lines 
on the left of La Pisse-^ Levsd, wMih bis brigade. 
Was placed on the left of Sebastiani^ Milhaud's 
cavalry were to observe Talavera, and Latour 
Maubourg's division of infantry, and Merlin's di- 
vision of cavalry, were formed in the rear to sup- 
port Victor's corps. The res^ve wa* placed in 
a third line, behind Sebatstianf s corps. 

The general attack began by the march of se- 
veral columns of infantry into the talley, for the 

L 
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A.i>.iw9.putpoific of attacking oncJe more the heights oc- 
^'''*^''*'*'^ cupied by General HiU. These columns were 
(Charged by the German light dragoons, and 23d 
British dragoons, in which both regiments suffered 
severely, without being able to break any part of 
the enemy's columns. They prevented, however^ 
the execution of their plans in that direction. 
The attack upon the centre of the British po- 
sition was most gallantly repulsed by General 
Alexander CampbelPs brigade, supported by the 
Spanish corps of Eguia and Henistrossa, and by a 
regiment of Spanish cavalry. And Sir John Sher- 
brook's division repulsed the enemy with the bayo- 
net, from the left and centre of the first line ot 
the British army. In the charge of this division^ 
/ the brigade of guards which was on the right ad- 

vanced too far, and was outflanked by one of the 
enemy's batteries, and by the fire of their re» 
treating columns. It was therefore obliged to 
retire to its original position. Its retreat was co? 
vered by General Cotton's cavalry, and the 1st 
battalion of the 48th regiment. The coolness 
and intrepidity of the brave 48th on this occa^ 
sion, will always be remembered. 

Foiled in every attack, the enemy began tOr 
wards evening to retreat across the Alberche. 
They retired from the hard-fought field with great 
order and regularity, but left about twenty pieces 
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of cannon, i great quatntity of ammttfiitioh, and^'i><«09* 
some prisoners, in oui* possession. Their loss was 
calculated at ten thousand men. Generak La 
Pisse and Morlet were killed, and Sebastiani find 
JBoulet wounded; 

The British loss was, two Generals^ M*Kenzic 
and Lahgworth, killed, three wounded ; thirty- 
two officersi and 765 non-^commissioned and prt- 
vates^ killed; and 193 officers, and 3700 non- 
commissioned officers and privates; wounded ; six 
officers^ twenty«four seije^fits, and 418 rank and 
file, were returned missing; The enemy conti- 
nued on the heights on the left of the Alberche 
for two days, but his rear-guaxd was withdrawn 
during the night of the 1st of August, and he 
retired towards Sta OUala; 

The want of provisions and means of transport, 
which had compelled the commander-in-chief to 
halt on the 24th at Talavera, prevented himYrom 
following up the victory which had been so gkv 
riously weW j and although General Crawfurd*s 
division joined on the 29th^ the army was never 
able to advance from Talavera; 

SouLT, after his flight from Portugal, and re- 
treat from Galicia, occupied Zamora and Sala- 
manca with what remained of his army; Astoiga 
and Benevente were occupied by a corps under 
iNeyj and Mortier^s division was quartered at Me^ 

L2 
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A.D.1I09. dina AA Campo and VaHadoUd* As soon as he 
was iqpprised of Lord Wellington's movements, 
Soult collected the whole of these troqps^ at S^^ 
lamanca. On the 2|^th of July he received carders 
from Joseph Bonaparte to march i^Km Flacencia^ 
ao as to get into the rear of the British army as 
speedily as possible. Mortier's corps left Salamanca 
on the 27th, Soult followed on the SOth, and Ney 
two days afterwards. Mortier entered I^cencia 
on the 1st of August. 

Lord W£LLiKGTC»r, on being informed of 
these movements, determined to march against 
Soult with the British army, whfle Cuesta and the 
Spaniards maintained the post at Talavera ; and 
on the Sd of August the British army marched to 
Oropesa, with the intention c^ either con^lling 
Soult to retreat, or giving him battle. At five 
o'clock in the evening, the C(»Bmander-in«^hi€if 
was informed that the enemy was at Naval Moral, 
not more than e%hteen miles distant, and be- 
tween the army and the bridge of Almaraz ; at 
the same time he received dispatches fr^Mm Tsk 
lavera, inclosing an intercepted letter from Jour- 
dan to Soult, ordering him to bring the British 
army to action; wherever he could find it. But, 
what was still worse, he was informed that Victor 
was again advancing ; and' that Cuesta, seeing 
hin^self threatened^ both in front and on hi% 
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flanks, was determined to march and join ttteA.D.i6i2. 
British army. Lord Wellington wrote to Ouesta^ 
urging his remaining with the sick and wouaded 
until they were arrived at the bridge of Arehio* 
foispo ; but as Cuesta had not asked Lord Wei« 
lington's opinion respecting his movements^ he 

did not wait to receive it. He left Talavera be-^ 

« 

fore it reached him, and marching all night, 
j6ined the British at Oropesa on the morning of 
the 4th. 

The British army was now exposed both in 
front and rear, and nothfng was left but a speedy 
retreat by the bridge of Archiobispo, the only 
one by which they could cross the Tagus. On 
the day that Cuesta joined^, the army retreated 
by this route, and crossed the Tagus. The 
Spanish army followed on the evening of the 5th. 
The British army continued in Spain as long as 
a mouthful of bread could be procured for the 
soldiers, or a handful of straw for the horses ; and 
on the 20th it began its retreat in the direction of 
Badajos, where it went into cantonnTents in the 
beginning of September. 

During the whole of this busy period, the Por* 
tuguese army under Marshal B^resford remained 
on the frontiers, observing the movements of the 
enemy in the north of Spain j but as the British 
army fetirj^d upon BjUiU^os^ Marshal Ser^sford 

' Digitized by VjOOQIC 



166 THE HISTORY, &c. [Chap. Ill, 

A.D.1809. withdrew his troops from Spain. The different 
brigades and regimei)ts were quartered in the in« 
tenor of Portugal, and he took advantage of a few 
months of quiet to recruit his army, and to effect 
its organi^tion and discipline* 
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CHAP. IV. 

The Present State of the Army of Portugal 

When the Count of Schaamburg Uppe wasA.D.isia. 
Marshal-general o£ the Portuguese army, he was ^•"'V^ 
of opinioh, that the defence of Portugal depend- Fo«i." 
ed much more upon the strength of the frontier 
garrisons, than the operations of a moveable ari> 
my, and he was at great pains to oj^^riize a pro- 
per artillery-force to defend these garrison^. He 
formed four regimenjts which still exist, as also 
4ieveral independent complies, which were statio- 
nary in their respective forts. In the organi;zatipn 
pf this department of the army, he was material- 
ly assisted by the French Marshal, Valler6, and 
the English Colonel, Ferriar ; officers still remem* 
bered and respectied in Portugal, The first, while 
Governor of Elvas^ constructed the famous bomb- 
pjroofs, called Fort le Lippe ; and the second, 
while Colonel of the regiment of artillery of V-»- 
Ien9a, was employed in arranging and forming 
the othfer three regimegnts, wbich were then ew- 
Jbpdied. 
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A. D. 1812 The First Regiment of Artillery, being cpnsi- 
^""^^^"^"^ dered the rfegimept of the Court, was formed to 
Artuiery. garrison the castles and forts of Estremadur^. 
The head-quarterg were stationary at Lisbon, and 
its duty was confined tp the capital and sea-coasts 
adjacent. 
u Regt. In like manner, the Second Regiment, which 
was formed in Algarve, had its head-quarters at 
Faro, imd was entirely occupied in the defence 
of the cs^tles and forts in* that detache4 king- 
dom. 
3d pcgt. Ttie Third Regiment of Artillery had its head- 
barters at Estremog, and was employed in the 
garrisons on the frontiers of the Alentejo and Beira 
Baixa. 
#th Regt. ' The Fourth Eegiment was resident in the forts 
on the northern frontiers, and had its head-quar* 
ters at Oporto. 

- Besides these regular artiUery regiments, there 
were also, as already observed. Independent, or 
Tather Invalid Artillery Companies, which were 
always stationary in their several forts ; for though 
the regiments were seldom moved from their disr 
tricts, they might be moved at pleasure, from fort 
to fort. 

When Marshal Beresford toolc the command of 
the army, he ordered detachments from the several 
fegiments to be formed into brigades, and that 
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thpse brigades, consisting of one or two com- A.D.1812. 
panics each, shpuld be p^ttached to the several di- ^^'V*^ 
visions of the army^ In the first arrangement, 
the brigades had only three and six pounders, 
twelve pf which were considered as forming a 
battery. His Excellency has since ordered, that 
they shpuld also b^ve light nine.pounders. Those 
brigades of %ing aitillery have been joined to the 
British artillery, and are witb it dispersed among 
the different division$ of tbe allied army* At Bu^ 
saco and Albuera, snd on every occasion whea . 
they have had an ppportunity of coming into ac- 
tion^ the Portuguese artillery have distinguished 
themselves very much, but more particularly dur-» 
ing the sieges of Cidade Rodrigo and Badajos. 

The Portuguese ^Uery have been organized 
upon nearly the sfame principles as the British, ex- 
cept that there is no masterrgeneral ; each regi- 
ment has its Colonel and ** Etat Major.** 

The corps of Eoyj^ Engineers, among whom 
9re many officeirs of ability and intelligence, is 
also similar to the British lioyal Engineers. The 
whole are under the comnu^ud of a Marshal de • 
Campot whohw Uie cpmmii^ion of" Chief Engi- 
neer.' ■ At present there are one Brigadier-gene- 
ral, eight Colonels, thirteen Lieutenant-colonels, 
twenty-seven Majors, twenty-two Captains, eleven 
First and eleven Second lieutenants, belonging 
to this corps. - 
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Cavalry of the Line. 

4.. B. 1812. The Regiments of Portuguese Cavalry are 
'twelve in number; and when Marshal Beres- 
ford took the command of the army, they 
were in a very wretched state. His Excellen- 
cy has bestowed a great deal of attention upon 
this part of his military force ; I do not think, 
however, that their progress has been equal 
to that of the Infantry, except in those re- 
giments which have been under the immediate 
direction of British oflScers. The difficulty of 
procuring horses has rendered the extension of 
this force impossible ; nay, several of the regi- 
ments remain still dismounted, so that even the 
whole kingdom of Portugal, at present, cannot 
mount twelve regiments of cavalry. The regi- 
ments which have been organized are in excellent 
order, and, wherever they have an opportunity 
of engaging with the enemy, have distinguished 
themselves *• 

When Marshal Beresford set about organizing 
this force, he appointed the Count de Sampayo, a 

* Their late conduct in Spain under General D'Urban would 
seem to contradict this assertion ; but it ought to be recollected/ 
that the same regiments who turned their backs in the affair a]« 
l^ed to, behaved nobly at Salamanca. 
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very distinguished officer, Inspector-general ofA.D.i8i2. 
the cavalry, and those British cavalry officers, 
who had joined the Prince Regent's service, were 
distributed among the different regiments. A few 
rules aqd regulations, similar to the British ca^. 
valry regulations, were drawn up and printed by 
Qrder of his Excellency^ for the guidance of the 
pfficers of this service ; and the organized regir 
ments are now, in every respect, similar to the 
British cavalry, and manoeuvre upon the same 
principles. 

In Count Lippe's regulatio^ns for the cavalry^ 
the regiments are formed upon a very low scale. 
Each troop was to consist of only three officers, 
five non-commissioned officers, a trumpeter, a 
farrier, and thirty men : and as a regiment con^ 
sisted of only ^ight troops, the effective strength 
of each corps was not more than thirty officers 
and non-commissioned officers, and 240 men. Thi$ 
establishment has been increased at difierent 
periods, and when the whole were reduced in 
1808, the effective strength of each regiment 
was 470. This establishment was further increas* 
ed by Marshal Beresfprd to 520, an^ I believe 
the whole are very complete in men. The Por- 
tuguese, however, are not calculated to excel in 
this species of service. The men are too indolent 
to attend to their horses, and the country certainly 
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A.D. 1812. does not produce forage or horse&k for any great 
z^^^**^ number of cavalry. Gomes Freire de Andrade, 
whose book is by far the best which I have seen 
on the formation of an army for the defence of 
Portugal, though he admits the necessity of a 
considerable cavalry force, does not propose to 
form more than eleven regiments of native troops, 
of about 5CX) rank and file-^ch. 

istRcgt.of The First Regiment of Cavalry was formerly 

Cavalry. 

known in the Portuguese army by the hame of the 
Alcantara Dragoons, ir<Hn its being a Lisbon re- 
giment, and almost always quartered in the bar* 
racks of Alcantara. It is at present commanded 
by Colonel Christov&o da Costa Ataide, and is in 
a very effective state. 

The First and Seventh Cavalry were formed 
into a brigade, and the command of it given to 
Mr Seddan, a gentleman who had formerly been 
an officer of dragoons in this country, ami who 
was sent out to Portugal with the rank of Briga- 
dier-general. He certainly bestowed a great deal 
of pains in the organization of this brigade, while 
he remained in the country; but be quitted the ser- 
vice of the Prince Regent before his brigade w*« 
completed. This brigade, under the command 
of Colonel Otway, late of the Eighteenth British 
X^ight Dragoons, distinguished itself very muclt 
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in several afiSurs with the French cavaLy, nearA.i>.i»iA 
Badajos, last year j and particularly the First Re- ^"■"V"^ 
gimenty which happened to be principally enga- 
ged. The First and Seventh are attached to the ; 
Light Cavsdry division of the British army. 

The Second, or Mowa Regiment of Cavalry, 2d Rcgt. 
being dismounted, is not in such order as the 
First Regiment, and has never been able to take 
the field with the allied army. ' 

' ■ t- 

The Hiird, or Oliven^a Regiment, is also in-aanegt, 
complete, and therefore not able to take the. 
field with the army. 

The Fourth, however, or Regiment of Meek- ^ ^^^ 
lembinrg, wan amongst the first regiments able to 
ts^e the field. The commaiid of this corps was 
given to Lieutenant-colcmel CampbeM, late of his 
Mr^ty*& Seventh Light Dragoons. It was re- 
cruited in Lisbon ; and by the exertions of this 
oflScer, it was capable crif joining the army very 
early in 1810. The Fourth and Tenth are bri. 
gaded together, and weie also under the orders 
of Ce^onel Otway. But as this officer has quitted 
the service erf" the Prince Regent, the cavalry 
division ia at present commanded by Brigadier- 
general D^Uirban* 
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A.D.1812. The Fifth, or Evora Regiment, having beeri 
^1^!^'^^ g^^^^ to Lieutenanticolonel John Brown, late of 
his Majesty's Sixth Regiment of Dragoons, was 
soon completed, and able to take the field. The 
Fifth and Eighth form a brigade^ which till late- 
ly was employed with the Spanish army in the Es- 
tremaduras. This brigade is comnlanded by Bri- 
gadier-gerieral Maddon^ who, on account of his 
distinguished services in the Peninsula, was late- 
ly restored to his rank of Lieutenant-colonel in 
the British service. Colonel Brown has been re- 
moved to the command of the recruiting depot 
The Fifth Regiment of Cavalry is at present com* 
manded by Major Antonio Carlos Cayre. 

«thRegt. The Sixths or Bragan^a Regiment, was for 
some time very actively employed in the North of 
Portugal J but being very incomplete in horses^ 
it was ordered to Lisbon to recruit in the begin- 
ning of 1810. It is now commanded by Lieute^ 
nant-colonel Richard Diggins, of the 11th Light 
Dragoons, and is in very excellent order. 

7th Regt. The Seventh, or Proper Lisbon Regiment, is 
certainly one of the most complete regiments in 
the service, and is in a very excellent state of dis- 
cipline. It is at present commanded by Colonel 
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Alvaro Xavier da Fonseca, Ibut owes its high stateA-i>.i8i2. 
of discipline to Lieutenant-colonel Watson. ^^/^ 

Tlie Eighth, another very complete corps, wassthRegt. 
formerly known as the Regiment of Elvas. In 
an af&ir near Badajos, when the whole of the 
army of the late Marquis Romana was cut off by 
the French, this regiment, led on by Colo- 
nel Brown, behaved most nobly, and cut its 
way through the cplumns of the enemy. It is 
commanded by Lieutenant-colonel Antonio de 
Silva Maldonado, and, as already observed, is bri* 
gaded with the Fifth Regiment. 

The Ninth, or Regiment of Chaves, was kept sth Rfgt 
on the northern frontiers, till the spring of 1810; 
when^ with the other corps composing the bri- 
gade of the north, viz. the Sixth and Twelfth, 
itwas^sent to Lisbon to be organized. Being, 
however, very complete in men, but very defi- 
cient in horses, it was dismounted, and sent to 
Abrantes to do garrison duty. It has never taken 
the field with the allied army, and still remains 
dismounted. 

The Tenth, or Santarem Regiment, has beeniothiugt. 
completely formed since Marshal Beresford took 
the command of the army ; and considering that 
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A.B.i8i2.it is wholly composed of young recruits, and has( 
been almost constantly on the move since the 
spring of 1810, it is in most excellent order. This 
regiment having been brigaded with, and always 
quartered near the Fourth, owes its present ex> 
cellent state to the instructions of Lieutenant- 
colonel Campbell, and the zeal and activity of its 
commanding officer, the Viscount Barba^ena. 

11th Regt. 'The Eleventh, or Almeida Regiment, though 
not complete in horses, has been a good deal em^ 
ployed in the Upper Beira, ssnd in the frontiers, 
with the army of General Bacellar. It has be^ 
haved with great gallantry on many occasions, 
and its character in the army is very high. This 
Regiment is commanded by lieutenant-cdonel 
Domingos Bernardino Ferreira. 

astiiRegt. -The Twelfth, or Miranda Regiment, was sent 
dismounted to Lisbon in .1810, where it has been 
recruited, and put into good order. It is com- 
manded by Colonel Amaro Vicente de Souza. 



Infantry of the Line. 

The directions for the drill and exercise of the 
Portuguese infantry, as ordered by Lippe in his 
Regulamento, were superseded by instructions 
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printed m f 810 by onder cff Marshal Bedefi&rd ; a.]xi#i3. 
and as tl)eseinsitructi<ms are uni&irmly fullpwed 
by the Bortiiguese army^ I shall only observe on 
this part of the Aubjeet^ before I proceed to give 
a short aecount of the present state of e^b par^ 
ticular regiment, that the Fortuguesie army being 
obliged to take the fieldt ahnost as.soou m Mar^ 
shal Beres^ird was appoiiite4 Command^rin^Chie^ 
little or no improvement was made, either in the 
driU or goviernment of thertroops, l^r the first siat 
months. As soon, howevet^ as they could return 
to winter^quarters, afU»1the campaign of r809# 
the drfl^rent brigades were stationed in^e sever 
ral distrigts :fri)m which they were to dra^ their 
recruits^ md the business of drilling and forming 
the cmps wM set about in real earnest The BrI* 
tish officers who had already joined the Portu^ 
guese service, were distributed amof^ the xegy 
ments and brigades by Marshal Baresfof d, with 
great judgement ; and while his £x/ceUency &c^ 
, his head-quarters at I^sbonfor three niontibSo and 
began to reform various abuses which had long 
existed in the army,^ tl» formation and drill ^f the 
whole "wmt on with great regularity. M^or^? 
neralJohii Hamilton, an did and distitguished 
i^cer, was sent out from England to take iMe im- 
mediate superintendance of the drill and exerciae 
*^f the troc^. He was appointed Jnspedboopc* 
■ ' - M 
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A.D.iMi.nera1 of tlie Infantry by the Prince Re^nt, md 
^^^^^^ being active and indefatigable himself^ he kept 
every other officer at his post. A degree of emu- 
lation was excited among, the different regiments 
and brigades ; the old and unfit officers Were ei- 
ther dismissed from the service, or put upon the 
reformed list, and young men of merit actively 
promoted; and so diligently were the intentions 
c£ the c(mimander«in-chief followed up, that when 
his Excellency made a tour of the kingdom in 
the beginning of 1810, he found almost the whde 
^the troops in a very forward state of discipline. 
By bestowing praise freely when it vras due, and 
censure when it could, not be avdded, Marshal 
Beresford kept alive the j^rit of emulation, and 
4he army took the field in May 1810, in very ex- 
<5ellent order. Lord Wellington reviewed several 
^f the brigades at Thomar and Coimbra, on his 
way to the frontiers ; and his Lordship did not he- 
sitate to decide, that he had seldom seen a bet- 
ter«disciplined or finer body of men. 

istftegt.of The First Regiment of Infantry of the Line 
was formed under the personal inspection of 
Count Lippe in 1762, and is still denominated 
his regiment. This corps was raised in Lisbon, 
and was always considered as holding a more re- 
spectable rank in the general line than, my otbet 
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regiment ; being esteemed, in some mfeasnre^ theA.D.i8ii?. 
guardis o£ the court, or household troops of the 
Sovereign. Of late thi3 regiment may have lost . 
someA'v^at of its dignity, but it has gained consi- 
derably in efiiciency and discipline. Lieuteimnt^ 
colonel Hill, who disciplined the corps ii^ 1809, 
still remains in the command of it. The First Re- 
giment has distinguished itself in several engage- 
ments with the enemy during the last three 
years. It is brigaded with the Sixteenth, an- 
other Lisbon r^ment; and this brigade, which 
is oimmanded by Colonel I>(ennis Pack ♦, of his 
Majesty's Seventy-first Regiment, lyws beea al- 
most always in the advai>ce. During the several 
^tacks on the [British position by the French ar« 
my, on the thir^i, fourth, and fifth of May 1811, 
^rigadier-getierai Pack^s brigade was entrusted 
with, the investm^it xif Almeida ; and it was a 
picquet of the First Regiment which the French 
garrison encountered oa their evacuation of tihat 
place ; the whole of whidi were found next morn- 
ing transfixed with die bayonets of the enemy, on 
the very spot they had been placed to defend. 
- * ' . 

The Second Regiment of Infantry of the Line 2d Regt. 
' * '. ?. ' 

♦ dolonel Pack has the rank of Brigadier-general in the FoN 
M 2 
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A.]). 1812. was raised iti the small kingdom of Alg^rve^ and 
^^^^*^^ embodied at Lagos. Jt is one of the most effi* 
cient corps in the army ; being not only complete 
in point of numbers, but composed of a very 
fine body of men, and in tiie best state of dis» 
otpline* It is at present ^commanded by Colond 
George D^Avilez Zu^arte, but owfes its faig^ stat» 
of discipline in a great measure to Major Macdo^ 
nald, of his Hajesty^s 88th regiment, and die 
personal attention of General Hamiltqii^ in whose 
division it ia. The Second and Fourteenth Regi^ 
ments are brigaded together, and form what is 
called the Algarve Brigade* 

The Algarve Brigade is commanded fit pfe^ 
sent by Brigadier-General Antonio Hypqlito Costa, 
a very distinguished Portuguese officer^ It is att 
tached to the second division of ti^ British army, 
imd behaved with grea,t gallantly at Albuera. « 

dd Bcgt. The Third, or Oliyenija Regiment qf ItifantrjF 
of the Line, though in good cM-der, fe not so com- 
plete as many of the other coips of the army. It 
has always been a sickly corps, but nevertheless 
has kept the field, and distinguished itself on 
various occasions, diuing the last three years. 
The Third Regiment is commanded by Colonel 
John Antonio Tavares, and never was under the 
command of a British officer } with the Fift^th 
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h fbrtiis a brigade, which is commanded by Cofo- A.D-m». 
iiel Spry ♦, of his Migesty's Seventy-seventh Re- ^^V^^ 
giment, aiid which is attached to the fifth divi« 
dion of the British army^ 

The Fdufth Regiment of Infantry of the Liiie, 4th Regt, 
liaviiig been formed arid commanded, for a great 
dumber bf yearn, by Gomes Freire, said to be 
one of the most distinguished oflBcers in the «er^ 
Vice of Portugal, preirious td the invasion of that 
kingddm by llie French armyi; was always esteem- . 
ed the first corps in the service. General Freire 
tiaving been prevsdled upon to enter the service 
of Franed^ the gi'datef part of his regiment left 
the Pehihsula with him } so that when Marshal ' 
Beresford todk the Command of the army, this 
regiment had to be formed entirely de novo* 
Lieutenant-colonel Campbell, late of his Majes- 
iy^s Seveiity*first Hegimenti who had been illow- 
isd to enter the PrinCe Regent's swvice, was apt- 
pointed Cdh>riei of £lje Fourth Regiment. He 
was sA great pains to preserve whatever remained 
of the esprit de corps ; and being almost the 
first British ai&c^r ^pomted to the command of 9. 
tegiment^ hehsid great ehoice of recruits ; so that 



* Colonel Spr^ has tHb rank df Brigadier-^geb^nil in ibe P^- 
iiiguese anny. : ^ 
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A. ri. 18112. the ranks were soon filled up. . It is but justice ta 
^""^'^^this distinguished officer to state, that, under h« 
auspicfes, the netv I^ourth has continued to be one 
of the finest corps in the army. It is now com^ 
manded by Lieutenant-colonel Campbell, of his 
Majesty's Seventy^ourth Regiment. The Fourth 
and Tenth Regiments form a brigade, which ii 
commanded by Colonel, now Brigadier-general 
Campbell ; and is attached to the second division 
of the British army. Brigadier-general Campbell 
and this brigade received the thanks of the Com*- 
mander*in-chief for their conduct at Albuera, 
where, for the first time, they had an opportunity 
of engaging with the enemy. They are also par- 
ticularly mentioned by General Hill, in the sur- 
prise and defeat of General Girard's coips^ at Ar- 
royo del Molino. 

sthiugt. The Fifth, or Elvas R^ment of Iirfkntry of 
the Line, was for a considerable time stationed 
with the Seventeenth in the garrison of Elva^ 
where its discipline was superintended by Captain 
Carroll, of his Majesty's Eighty-second Regi^ 
ment, who has the rank of Lieutenant-colonel ifc 
the Prince Regeiif s service. The Fifth is one of 
the best regiments of the army, and, during the 
Jate active operations ^n th? banks of the Gua- 
diana, distinguished itself very particul^ly. For 
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»ime tim^ past tliis r^Imest has been a)minand« A.D.iaiii 
ed by Li^at^iant-colonel Mufler, of his M^esty's, 
Rayai Regimeiit. The Fi&h Regiment of the 
Line and Fifth Battalion of Ca9adores formed a 
brig^e^ which was commanded by the gallan^ 
Colonel Collins, of his Majesty's Eighty-third Re% 
giment, who, in leading on his men at the battlei 
of Albnera, had hiii right, leg carried off by a can- 
non-balL The Fifth and Seventieenth Kc^mente 
of the Line, and Eleventh Battalion of Ca^adores^ 
&itm a brigade, which is commanded by Colonel 
Power^ of the Thirty-seoond Regiment, who has 
the nmk of Brigadiers-General in PortugaL /^ 

-The:Sixth Regiment of Infantry of the Line, eth Rcgt. 
or, as.it was formerly. called^ the First C^(^to 
Regiment, is another distinguished corps. This 
regiment was first formed and disciplined by Co 
lonel, now Brigadier-general Harvey, (Lieute- 
nant-colonel of his Miyesty's Seventy-ninth Re- 
giment), and has had the: good fortune to be 
commanded by a succession of British officers. 
When Brigadier-general Harvey was promoted to 
^e command of a^ brigade. Colonel Ashworth 
got the command of the Sixth ; and when Colo^ 
jiel Adhiworth rose, to^ the command of the bri* 
^gade,: the immediate ^command of the regiment 
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A.i>.isi2. dfendrvd upon Lkt«tdmit*oo]0n^GEatot, (Major 
in his Migesty's Forty^econd Regiment)* 

The Sixth and Eighteenth Regiments, togetiier 
with the Shtth Battalion of Ca^adotes, form a bri<^ 
gade, which, on Marshal Beresford's taking the 
eMEimaiid of the army, vras given to the hte €6^ 
lot^ WilMam Howe Campbdl, of his Maj»ty^8 
Thirty-first Regimen^ who had been permuted 
t6 join the Service of the Prince Regent, with 
the rank of Brigadier*general. This dntihgoish- 
td officer ftiH & sacrifice to the disrase of .the 
eoui^ry at a veiy eaflyperiod of life ; and it & 
due to h|s iHetnory to stat^, that he appeared td 
have given his whole soid and mind to the service 
in which be wals engaged. His anx£ety and.hia 
26al continued to the last, and he seemed to ha^e 
e^jdaMy at heart the gCNod of the service io^ which 
he bad^i»rt^ed, al>d tlie honour ..of the cmmtrj 
4sf which he was a subject. Few lAeti lived tnorfr 
rei^ected) Md no man died more regretted; fie 
|)Oss^ssed the happy art of rendetiiig duty plea*-* 
sant^ and he was an universal &vpurite with &e 
Pohuguese. At General CampbeiPs detftk, Co- 
Iwiel Ashworth was.protpoted to the command t£ 
tbe brigade. This brigade is not attached to any 
division of die British army. At the defeat of 
Girar^'s^ corps^ this brigade acted a vei^r distsii* 



Digitized 



by Google 



ChAp- IV-X OF PORTUGAL; ' i&S 



gukhed pwtv and Colonel Asfaworthy as wdl asA.i>.i8t2. 
the .Comnmiidamte of ocurps, received the particu- 
lar tbaoks of Gonecral Sir Rowland HilL 



The ScarAlii Re^inent of Infantry of the Line^th Rcjrt. 
18 also a rery distinguished corps^ and compMed 
of a &e bod^ of men firom the town and neigh- 
bourhood. c£ St* lAie& The suparintehdence o£ 
the disciplide of the Seventh R^tnent was en^ 
trusted to Iiiei^liMtftnt-colonel M^Creagh, ht^ d£ 
hi& Mi^siij^s/iRoyal Rq^edt, early, ia ISC^f 
and with 1 the Natieteenth^ or Cs^caes Regiment^ 
it fintne^ ai: iix^ade^ which was comna^tid^ for 
some time by Jdajoi^eheral JBhmt^ of has Ma^ 
jesty's Third Regiment, or Buf£(. The Seventh 
and Ninet^eioth. R^ments c^ the Line, and tlie 
Secoaid Battdioa of the Cagadores, form a htU 
'l^adte^ which Wss attached to the seventh division 
of the aniiy^.and*commaoded for some time by 
the late Sri^adi^ngeheital Gphkian. Ilie Sei^& 
RegiineBitiis^fat present commanded &y Xiicutet 
naitt'^coloiiA'Statuisco Xavier Calheirosu 

' .'-T l.^^ r '-'^ .' • . / . 

The EigWh Reginreht of Infantry of the Line sth Regt. 
WIS in sudta^wretcfaed /stsrte wheii Marshal Be« 
resfcod-tcU: the command of the army, that he 
erdccecl (the- ^w i&en which belohg^d fco it to be 
dmfted intx^otiier corps, so that it bad no^shai^ 
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A*.D.i8i2.in the xrampaign of 1809. It was, however, Ycry^ 
^^^^'^^'^^ quickly recruited, smd the command having been 
given to Lieutenant-colonel Douglas, late of hit 
Majesty's Forty-fifth Regiment, it was soon able 
to take its station in the field. At Busaco, l^is 
corps, composed almost entirely of yocmg boys 
who had not been embodied iov more than six 
montiis, charged the veteran troops of France in 
a most gallant manner, and put lliem to the rout 
At pr^ent, the Eighth and TwelfUi Regiments (^ 
the Line, and Ninth Battalion of Ca^adores, fonn 
a Brigade, which is atta^ched to the sixth division 
of the British army, and commanded My Briga- 
dier-general the Conde de Resende. ' 

' . ■ • . i ' • ■' ' \ 
oth Rcgt. The Ninth, or Vianna Regimenli «f Infantry erf 
the Line, has suffered much from sickdess, and was 
therefore, for some time, not so effective as many of 
the other corps. It is, however,* in exqeii^t <^der, 
and bore a very distinguished part hi the battle of 
Busaco. The Ninth Regiment was dilsrcipfinedt 
and has always been commanded, by .Lieutenant' 
s colonel Sutton, of his Majesty's Twenty-third 
Regiment. It is brigaded with the Twenty-first, 
and for some time past this brigade has been com- 
manded by Brigadier-general Champatimiiitd, a 
most intelligent Portuguese officer, who was se** 
veoiely wounded at Busaco,. while leading on his 
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men to the charge.. The Ninth and Twenty-first a. b. ma. 
K^iineBta ara attached ,to the third division; of ^'^''Y"*^ 
the British ^my. 

The Tenth Regiment has been always known lothBegt. 
in the army as the proper Lisbon Raiment. It 
is not composed cf so fine a body of men as th« 
Fourth^ with which it i8:brigaded, but it has al- 
ways been kept in equally good order. 

The Tenth was disciplined, and in a great mea- 
sure commanded, by the* late Lieutenant-colonel 
Oliver, <rf his JVCajesty's Fourth, or King's own 
Kegimetit. This gallant young officer received a 
mortal wound in the trenches before Badajos, and 
after lingering for several days in the greatest 
agony, he died, regretted as a man, and respect- 
ed as a brave and accomplished officer. This re- 
giment is now commanded by Lieutenant-colonel 
Jose Mauricio Rodrigues. 

The Eleventh, or Penamacor Regiment of In- nth Regt^ 
&ntry, though for a considerable time rather in 
-the back-groundi is now, through the exertions 
X)f the late Lieutenant-colonel McDonnell of the 
Ninety-first Regiment, one of the finest corps of 
ih^ araxy, and in the very best state of discipline. 
This regiment, with the Twenty-third* forcois 
Brigadier-General Harvey's brigade^ which, fir^ 
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A.Da8i2. distinguished itself in an attack made upmith« 
^^^ village of Sobral^ by a Mfong column of th* 
French army, in October 1810; and which also 
repelled a charge of tJie cnemy^s cavalry, while 
marching in line on the plains of Albuera; No 
troops in the world could behattf with greater 
firmness than this brigidei The light companjf 
of the ISeventh Regiment, tinder the tcmmnxii 
of Captain Waldron, distinguished itself also vtrf 
particularly in the engagement %ith tihie rear- 
guard of the French army at Redinh^^ iii MMh 
Idll ; and its gallant conduct at th« fttdrming c^ 
Badajos will be long i^emembered^ The Meventh 
Regiment is now commanded by Lieutenaiit^o- 
loiiel Anderson, (Captain in his Migesty^a Forty' 
second Regiment). 

The Eleventh and Twenty-third Regimetits art 
attached to the third division of the British army* 

isthRcgt. The Twelfth, or Chaves Regiment of Infantry, 
is composed of a very fine body of m^ but was 
not in a state to take the field till late iii 1810. 
It was not recruited so early as most of the bthdr 
Corps, and it is one of those regiments whiph 
have never been commanded by a British officer. 
During the last two years, however, it hafc been 
brigaded with the Eighth Regiment, and has been 
constantly in the field. This regiment is dt pr^ 
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S0pt commasided l^y Colonel Antonio de Laeerda A.n.isis. 
Pinto, 



Th6 Thirteenth, or Peniche Regiment of In-i3thRcgt. 
&ntiy of the line, was commanded for two years 
hy Colonel, now Brigadier-general Lobo, Cover- 
9or of Abrantes, a steady patriot, and most dis* 
tinguished officer. When General Lobo was ap* 
pointed Governor pf Abrantes, he was allowed to 
take his regiment with him, where^ being shut 
up withiq the walls of a garrison, and obliged to 
labonr altqost ii^pessantly in the fbrtifications, it 
could no^ be supposed to acquire or maintain that 
high state of disctpline and ot^ganifeation, observ- 
able in most of the other corps. It is, however^ 
composed of a very fine body of men ; and when 
^e command devolved on Lieutenant-colonel 
Don Joaquim de CamaiB, a most distinguished 
young officer, it was soon equal, in point of dis- 
cipline and organization, to any other corps in the 
$ervice» . 

Tlie Thirteenth and Twenty-fourth Regiments 
of the Line^ and Fif)bh Battalion of Ca^adores, 
form a brigade, which is commanded by Briga^ 
dier-generid Bradford^ Lieutenant-c<donel of his 
Majesty^a Eleventh Regiment. 

The fourteenth Regiment of Infantry of thei4thRegt. 
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A*D.iM2. Line was embodied.at Tavito, in AJgarve, and is, 
^''^'^^'^^ I believe, taking it altogether, the finest regi- 
ment in the service. When I saw this regiment 
at Chamusca, in February 1811, it mustered a- 
bout two thousand five hundred men vpon parade. 
The Fourteenth was commanded, and altogether: 
disciplined, by Lieutenant-colpnel Le Mesurier,. 
late of his Majesty's Twentyrfirst Regiment, who 
is at p-esent governor of th6 town of Almeida. 
I have already observed that this^ regiment forms, 
with the Second, what is^ called .the Algarve 
Brigade. The inhabitants of Algarve: apf]ysar 
to be a much stronger and healthier race of men 
than the generality of tlie Portqguese. They 
' ^resemble, in some respects, ibjB Spanish Andaliir 
sians, and are allowed to make very good soldiers, 
Jhe Fourteenth Regiment is at present ui^d^ th^ 
command of Colonel Alexander Magno.d'Olip 
yeiro* 

15th Rcgt. The Fifteenth Regiment is called the Seconjd 
Regiment of 01iven9a. I believe this regiment 
has suffered more &om sickness timn almost axif 
other corps. It was so much reduced in June 
1811, that Marshal Beresford was obliged to oJr- 
der a second battalion to be recruited at OportA. 
The Fifteenth Regiment was disciplined, and till 
lately commanded, by ColoneL M^iCahon^ of his 



Digitiz( 



^d by Google 



CaAF.IV-] OFJPORTUGAL/ i9i 

Mio®st/s Seventeenth Rfi^ment* I have iJready a. d. m^. 
observed that )t is brigaded with the Thii'd, or First '^•^^'^'^''^^ 
01iven9a Regiment of Infantry. It is now com- 
jtnanJed by Goloael Luis ce Rego Barreto, a. most 
distinguished officer, who is often mentimied in the 
history of the campaigns of the last three years. 

The Sixteenth, or Regiment of Viera Tellea, isiethRrgt- 
a corps much celebrated in the annals of the Por- 
tuguese army. It is one of those which were 
^aaent to France during the reign of General Junot j 
yet it was one of those first organized after the 
jexpulsion of that General. This regiment was 
w^arraly engaged with Soult's army at Oporto, and 
received the particular thanks of Lord Wellii^- 
ton (then Sir Arthur .Wellesley) for its gallant 
conduct. During the last three years, the Six- 
teenth Regin^ent has been almost always engaged 
in skirmishes with the enemy, and on every occa- 
sion has behaved well. It was formed and disci- 
plined by Lieutenant-colonel Doyle, late of his 
Majesty's eighty-seventh Regiment ; at present it 
is commanded by Colonel Neil Campbell, of his 
Majesty's Fifty-fourth Regiment. When the Six- 
teenth Regiment was cm its march from Lisbon to 
Oporto, in May 1809, five hundred joum^rmen 
ahoe-makers left Lisbon in a body, and joined its 
ranks a3 :vol»ntfeers> oear Leiria, 
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A. D. ui^ The ScxteentlH ^ already observed, is tMtigaded 
^^^^^"^"^^ with the First ^^ment^ 

i7th Regt. ' The Seventeenth, or Second Elvj^ Regiment 
of Infkntry, suffered most severely before Bada- 
jos, during the spring and summer of 1 SI 1. Tfai* 
corps, which was considered as one of the garri- 
son regiments of Elvas, was never oppo^ to the 
enemy in the field, till t^e investment of B^Ab^o^ 
took place, in April 1811. In the deferent ^w> 
tions, however, in which it was engaged, itbe^ 
haved most nobly. It is commanded by Colonel 
Turner, of his Mayesty^s Royal West Ipdia Um- 
gers ; but was formed, aixd in a great mfias^^*e ^ 
ciplined, by the late Major M*Geachy, ^ his 
^ ' Majesty^ Elev^th Regiment. . 

When Lord Wellington judged it prefer to at* 
tempt taking St Christoval by storm, on the even^ 
ing of the 9th of June 1811, Major M^Geachy 
most gallantly volunteered his services to lead on 
the party. Though annoyed by a galling and der 
structive fire from the fort, the chosen band posh- 
ed oi» boldly to the breach, which was found nd- 
ther so practicable as had been conceived, uok sq 
.feebly defended. After a brave but inefFectu4 
straggle to gain the fort, our troops were obliged 
to retire from the trenches. Major M<i«achy 
had gained the summit of the br^adb, vthen^ by 
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the bursting o£ a shelly he was completely cut in A.D.i8t2. 
two, and fell lifeless into the trench below. He "^^""^^"^^ 
wa» a brave and intelligent officer, sincerely at- 
tached to the profession of arms, and most strict 
and attentive to the duties of his situation. 

Hie Eighteenth) or Second Oporto Regiment, isth Regt; 
is most certainly one of the finest regiments in 
the service^ both as an eiSfeetive corps, and as be* 
ing composed of a fine body of men. Although 
it never was commanded by a British officer, it 
cei^nly^ in point of discipline, is equal to any 
lament in the country, and superior to many. 
Colonel Pamplcma, however, is one of the few 
native officers who was not ashamed of his igno^* 
ranee in the first instance, and who has laboured 
uid^£^tgably in the formation of his corps. The 
kte General Campbell was also very fond of the 
Eighteenth, and was at infinite pains to instruct 
Colonel Pamplona in bis duty, and to bring hx9 
regiment forward. There was an emulation kept ' 
Up betwil;;t this regiment and the Sixth, which, as 
I have observed, had the advantage of being com- 
manded by somie of the best <^cers of the British 
army. 

The Nineteenth, or Cascaes Regiment, is a fincj^t^ j^g^ 
torps. It wai 'disciju^ined and cominanded^ iM 

N 
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A. D. 1812. very lately, by Lieutenant-colonel M^Bean, late c£ 
^ his .Majesty's Sixth Regiment. Five companiea of 
this corps, 1^ on by .Colonel M^Bean, at the battle 
of Busaco, behaved most gallantly, and are par^ ; 
ticularly mentioned by his Excellency the Com--, 
mander-in-chief. It is now commanded by Colo- 
nel Doyle i and, during the siege of Badajos in 
1811, the flank companies of this regiment w^e- 
particularly distinguished ia the attacks upon Fort 
St Christoval,. 

20th Regt. The Tymvktiethj or Campo Maior Regiment^, 
was sent with the BritiiA troops to Ca^z Ust year». 
and has continued in that garrison ever ainc^. A. 
detachment of this corps, under the command of 
the late lieutenant-colonel Bush, accompanied 
the British army to the heights of Barrosa, and^ 
by their gallant conduct,^ evinced to the enemies 
of their country, that the brave sons of Lusitania 
can fight as well in a foreiga country m oa the* 
banks of the Mondego.* 

The Twentieth Regiment is not brigaded, a» 
it still remains at Cadiz ; at present it k cmh- 
manded by Lieutenant-colonel John Prior, Cap^. 
tain in the Thirty-ninth Regiment 

m»tB«gu The Twenty-first, or Valen^a Regindent, is not. 
SQjefifective as some c^ the other f^imeQts ; it is» 
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however, in good order, and was particularly dis- a.d.i81& 
tinguished at the battle of Busaco, where it was ^"^V**^ 
commanded by Colonel, now Brigadier-general 
Champlimaud, a distinguished Portuguese officer, 
who ^received a severe wound in leading on his 
regiment. 

The Twenty-first, as already obsterved, is bri- 
gaded with the Ninth, and is commanded at pre- 
sent by Ueutenant-colonel Jose Maria d'Araujo 
Bacdlar, but it owes its respectable state of dis- 
cipline in some measure, if not altogether, to Ma- 
jor St Clair, (Captain in the Rojrals), who had the 
charge of the recruiting depot of the regiment 
at Coimfora, during last winter. 

The T^^renty-seeoiid, or Serpa Regiment, though 22i itegt. 
composed chiefly of bojrs, is at present in very 
excellent order. During the winter of 1810 it 
lost not less than 500 men, in the garrison of 
Abrantei^, where it was doing duty. It was one 
of those corps that were drafted on the first for* 
utation of the army, and which were not recruit* 
ed, till after the whole of the other regiments 
were complete. It was formed at St. Ubes in the 
beginning of 1810, where it was disciplined by 
Lieutenant-colonel Wailing, of his Majesty's 
Thirty-ninth Regiment. At present it ia cotd^ 
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A,D.i8i2. manded by Calonel John Buchan, of the Fourth 
^^'y^''^ West India Regiment. 

33d Regt. The Twenty-third, or Almeida Regiment, is a 
very complete and wdUorganized corps, and is 
cohsidered as one of the finest regiments in the 
service. I have already metitioned the gallant 
conduct of this corps, when speaking of the 
Eleventh Regiment.. The Twenty.third is cwn- 
manded by Lieutenant*colond Stubbs, who has 
the Portuguese rank a£ Colonel, and who has 
great merit in bringing Eis corps to such perf^- 
tion. 

24th Rcgt. The Twenty-fourth Regiment was embodied at 
Bragan9a ; and when Marshal Beresford todc the 
command of the army, it was given to Colondl 
Cox. When this oflScer was appointed g<rvemor 
of Almeida, he was allowed to take his regiment 
with him. At the fall of Almeida, the Twenty* 
fourth became prisoners of war with their gallant 
leader. But the greater part of the corps hav- 
ing escxiped firom the enemy, Lieutenant-cdionel 
M^Bean was removed from the Nineteenth R^* 
ment, and sent to organize it a second time. 
This gallant young officer had scarcely time to 
oollect the scattered fragments of the r^me»t, 
before the division of General Silveira, to which 
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it was atfaMched, "Was .attacked by a very superiol- A.D.idiii 
French force under General Ckparade. Silveira 
was obliged to retreat^ but not without annoying 
the enemy considerably. The remains of th^ 
Twenty.foijrth were s^ver^ times engaged. They 
fought like lions» and had several officers killed^ 
and Lieutenant*colond M'Bean, their leader; 
dangerously wounded. 

The Twenty^fourth, having been appointed to 
garrison-duty, was not brigaded till last spring, 
when it joined the Thirteenth Infantry of the 
Line» and Fifth Ca9adore$. 



Iaght Troops of the Litns> or Ca9adqiueii^« 

The importance of Light Troops in the dig-cacadores. 
fence of Portugal having been early ascertained, 
no time was lost, after Marshal Bere^ford got the 
ccHxunand of the army, in organizing the batta^- 
lions which had been formed during the revolu^ 
tion, but which were in a very inefficient state at 
jthe time the British officers entered the servicer 
From its i>eing a favourite service with the natives, 
axui great pains having been taken with the batta* 
lions in the first instance, their gaUant conduct h 
less to be wondered at. The Marquis of.Alorna 
^ad a corps of light troops, which was called the 
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A. D. 181?, Legion, previous to the arrival of the French 
^^"^^'**'^ army ; but these were among the number of 
troops sent to France by Junot There are aow 
twelve battalions of Ca9adores, of 600 men each, 
well organized, and with the army in the field. 
Each battalion is commanded by a Lieutenant-co- 
lonel, and the effective strength is one Major, six 
Captains, six Lieutenants, and six Ensigns, with 
the usual Statf-officers of a British regiment. 

ut Batt. The First Battalion of the present Ca^adores 
was formed at Castellp de Vide, by Colon^ 
George d'Avelens, about the month of October 
1808; and it remained under the command of 
this distinguished officer for nearly three years, 
but was disciplined, in a great measure, by MajcMr 
Algeo, of his Majesty's Thirty-fourth Regiment. 
The First Ca9adores, with the Third, have al- 
ways been in advance with the light division of 
the British army ; and during Massena's retreat 
from Santarem, this battalion was frequently en- 
gaged with the enemy, and had the honour to re- 
ceive the particular thanks of Lord Wellington, 
for its gallant conduct. Colonel Avelens has 
been promoted to the command of the Second 
Regiment of Infantry, and this battalion is now, 
commanded \}y Lieutenant-colonel AlgeOt 
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The Second Battistlion was embodied at Moura, A.D.isig. 
by Colonel Bilston, who now commands the Third '""'V*^ 
Infantry of the Line. It was commanded for 2d Ban. 
sc»ne time by Lieutenant-colonel Nixon, of his 
IMsgesty's Twenty-eighth Regiment, but was long 
very far behind the. other battalions in point of 
discipline. 

It is attached to the brigade of iofanfcry, com- 
posed of the Seventh and. Nineteenth Regiments, 
and at present is*commanded by Lieutenant-colo- 
nel 0*Toole, under whom it has behaved in a 
most distinguished manner on several occasions. 

The Third Battalion was embodied by a brother ^ Batt. 
of the present General Silveira, at Villa Real 4 
hut the command of it was given to Lieiatenant^ 
colonel Elder, late of his Majesty's Ninety-fifth 
^R^ment, early in 1809, The exertions of this 
officer have certainly been most successful, as the 
Third Battalion of Portuguese Ca9adores is as 
Sne a t)ody of light troops as exists in any coun- 
try. At the Coa, at Bnsaco, and at Redinha, 
the heroes of this battalion bave distinguished 
themselves against the enemies of their country ; 
and their gallant conduct has been frequently 
mentioned by the Commander-in-chief. They 
hiave alwaj)^s acted with the light division of jth© 
British army. 
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A.D.iei2. TTie Foiirth Battalion was embodied at Vizeu, 
^"^""^^^"^ by Colonel Luia do Rego. It ia also a very fine 
corps, and in excellent order. This battalion has 
been disciplined by Msgor Williams, of the 
Eighty*first Regiment, who, since the promotion 
of Colonel Rego to the Fifteenth Infantry, has 
commanded the Battalion. It is attached to Bri^ 
gadier^general Pack's br^ade. 

5th Batt. The Fifth was embodied at Campo Maior, by 
Colonel Mozinho, who now commands the Thir. 
teenth Infantry, and who is brother to the pre^ 
sent Adjutant-general. It was first organized by 
• Lieutenant*colonel Stewart, of his Majesty's 
Third Regiment, or Bufis, and is at present com* 
jnanded by Lieutenant>cdonel M^Creagh, wh« 
had the merit of forming the Seventh Infantry of 
the Line. This battalion is attadied to the Hiir* 
teenth Brigade of In&ntry* 

#ith Btu. The Sixth Battalion was formed at Oporto. It 
is composed of a fine body of men, and was put 
into excellent order by the late M^or White, of 
hia Majesty^s Twenty^Seventh Regiment, who^ 
in the prime o£ life, fell a sacrifice to the malady 
of the country, at Torres Vedras, in March 181L 
T]m battalion is attached to the C^orto Brijg^ 
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uxkd is at present commanded by IieutenaDt*colo* a.d.i«i% 
nel Sebastian Pinto de Araujo. ^^'T^t^ 

The Seventh Battalion of Cagadores was for- ith Batt. 
merly the First^Battalion of the Loyal Lusitanian * ' 

Legion^ (a <;orp8 originally formed in England, 
aod for some time commanded by Sir Robert WiU 
son). It was <»:ganized in 1811, and has behav* 
ed most gallantly on several occasions ; and it has 
been commanded by Lieutenant-colonel Hawke- 
shaw^ late of the Thirty-first Regiment, since its 
formation. 

The Eighth Battalion was also formed from the stb Ban. . 
Xusitanian Legion, but was by no means so re- 
spectable a corps, in the first instance, as the last 
mentioned. It was commanded, on its first for* 
mation, by the late Major OflBey, of the Twenty- 
third Fuzileers, who was indefatigable in his exer-^ 
tions to bring it to perfection, and who left it at 
fine a battalion as any in the service. At present 
it is commanded by Major Hill, under whom it 
behaved in a most gallant manner at the battle of 
Salamanca. 

The Ninth Battalion was partly formed from ^th Bat*. 
the Lui^tsmian Legion, and partly recruited at 
l^amegOp It ta craomanded byXieutenant*<;olOf 
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A.i>. 1812. Del (jreOTge Brown, complete in every respect, 
^^'^^"'^ and in excellent order. This Battalion is brigad- 
ed with the Eighth and Twelfth Regiments of In- 
fantry^ 

joth Batt. 'Hie Tenth Battalion was formed at Oporto in 
the summer of ISII, and, by the exertions of 
Lientenant-cdonel Armstrong, late of the Nine- 
ty-seventh Regiment, who commands it, was com- 
pleted and able to take the £eld in March last. 
This Battalion is attached to the Fourth and 
Tenth Regiments of Infantry. 

irth Batt. Hie Eleventh, another fine battalion, was form* 
ed during last year, and has been put into excel- 
lent order by Lieutenant-colonel Dursbacfa, whe 
commands it. These two battalions are for the 
most part composed of fine healthy lads from the 
northern provinces, and when they passed throu^ 
Cdmbra in March 1812, were in as fine order m 
any troops in the world. 

12th Batt 1^^ Twelfth Battalion was also formed in the 
course of last year, and, though not so efiective in 
point of numbers as some of the other battali<ms, is 
dsoia excellent order. At die battle of Salamanca^ 
this battalion took ^ French Eagle, which Lieute^ 
nant*cdlonel Crookshanks deHvend to XipoBtal 
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Pack on the field of battle. It is attached toA.D.i8i2.. 
the First and Sixteenth Regiments of Infantry. 



Irregular Force. 

The irregular force of Portugal is composed o£ 
the Militia and Ordenanza. The first is formed 
of the farmers and inhabitants of the country, 
of every class and description, capable of bear- 
ing arms in the field, and who can be removed 
from their districts with the least inconvenience 
jto agriculture or trade; while the last compre- 
hends every male vassal, who has reached the 
years of manhood, and is not a member of the 
church, the regular army, or the militia. 

At present there are forty-eight regiments of MUhia, 
Militia in existence ; which, like the regular 
-4Mrmy, are divided into three grand divisions. 
Don Miguel Pereira Forjaz, the Inspector-general 
of this force, has published a code of regulations, 
which is very complete ; and under the manage- 
ment of his Excellency, the difierent regiments 
are kept in a very efficient state, and many of 
them would bear a comparison with the troops of 
the line. During the two last years they have 
l^n JMien engaged with the enemy. At the be> 
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A.D.1812. ginning of the campaign, they certainly did n<rt; 

^^"^'^***^ behave so well as was expected; they wanted 
that organization and discipline which gives con- 
fidence to the soldier. Of late, however, they 
have improved very much in this respect ; and 
their gallant conduct, under Brigadier-general 
Traiat, in the retaking, of Coimbra, will be lotig 
remembered. 

ordcnanza. Tlic Ordcuauzas, or Armed Peasantry, I have 
already observed, include the whole male populau 
tion of the country, which is not connected with 
the church, the regular army, or the militia. 
This description of force is governed by laws pe- 
culiar to itself, and which have not been altered 
for a century. 

In every city, town, or village, where the lord 
of the manor resides upon the spot, he, by virtue 
of his rank in life, is Captain-major of the armed 
inhabitants, or Ordenanza, of that city> town, or 
village : and should the lord of the manor not re- 
side upon his property, the chief magistrate of 
the city, town, or village, is obliged to act as 
Captain-major, until the King shall appoint some 
person. The first duty of this officer is, to num- 
;foar the male inhabitants of his district, and to 
divide the whole into companies of 250 men each# 
As soon as the complies pre nun^berod^ tlM fki^ 
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magistrates of the district are obliged to meet the a.d. i«i2u 
Captaio-major in the public hall of the city, town, 
or village which forms the district, and there 
elect the Captains who are to command the com* 
panics, as also an (Meet with the rank of Major, 
who is styled " Sargento Mor,** and whose duty 
it is to superintend the organization of die difie* 
tent companies under the Captain-major, and to 
command the district in the absence of that offi'- 
cer. Tlie Captains of compani^ appoint their 
own subaltern offi<$drs, sul^ct to the approval of 
the Captain^major* 

Before any Captain-major can act as rach, h^ 
is obliged to take an oath before the Corregidor 
of the commarca, (a citiI magisfa^te similar to 
the high sheriff of a county in England), that as 
he has been elected by his Sovereign, Captain- 
major of the district, and of the people which 
have been armed by his Majesty for the defence 
of the same, that he will always have the inhabit- 
ants of the said district ready for the service of 
his Majesty, and prepared to defend that district, 
city, town, at village. H^ is obliged to swear 
also, that he will at all times obey the orders of 
his Prince, respect the laws of his country, and 
assist their execution, and that, with the people 
erf* his district, he will defend it, or make war in 
whatever; inanner the Sovereign may direct j and 
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A.D.i8i2.that he never will Employ the said inhabitante^ 
either together, or any part of them, in any par* 
ticular service of his own, nor in the service of 
any of his relations, and that they shall only be 
commanded by him for the service of the King, 
and to guard, fulfil, and obey, whatever instruct 
tions or orders he may receive from the Sovereign- 
The Captains of companies, on being elected, 
have also to make oath before the Captain-major^ 
that they will always have the company under 
their command ready for the service of the King, 
and for the defence of the city, town, or village^ 
to which it belongs ; as also, that they will obey ^ 
the laws, and that they will not employ the people 
in their own private affitirs. 

Every person above sixty years of age is ex- 
cused from serving in the companies of Ordenan- 
2a, provided the Captain-major thinks he is un- 
able to carry arms. Every company is divided 
into squads of twenty-five men, and each squad 
is commanded by a corporal, who must be a man 
well acquainted with every individual of the 
twenty-five which he is appointed to govern. 
The corps or brigade, as it is called, must con- 
sist of as many companies as the inhabitants of 
the district will make up ; but the effective 
strengdi of every company is one captain, one 
•nsign, one ^eijeant, an officer simUar to an 
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£nglish baiU£^ called in Portr^uese " Mcirinho/' A-D-iata^ 
a clerk, ten corporals, and 250 mai. Every cap- 
tain of a company has his^ own colours, and a 
dx»immer ; and it is ordered, that as often as the 
company shall march out in battle array, the cap^ 
tmn shall give. the colours to the ensign; the 
captain is aba allowed to make one of his own 
servants drummer^ provided he has him properly 
instructed* 

These compsmies are formed, it must be ob-- 
served, of the lower classes of the people ; the 
higher dasses, and all those who are able to keep 
ahorse, are formed into troops, and are called 
the Mounted Ordenanza. The troops and com- 
panies are trained to arms by their respective 
Captains once or twice a month, and twice in 
every year the whole forfce of the district is assem- 
bled by the Captain-major, and inspected by him. 
The manner in which. the Ordenanza of the dis- 
trict are called together on an emergency, is 
smnewhat similar to that used for the assembling 
of the clans in the Highlands of Scotland in feu- 
dal times. 

Every man in the kingdom is a soldier of one 
sort or other, and obliged to have arms in his 
possession, either for the defence of the particu- 
lar spot on which he exists, pr of the state of 
which he \\ a member f those peasants who have 
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A.2>. 1819. not fire-arms have pikes, or a long pole with a 
[ bayonet fixed cm one encL During the last thr^ 
years, the Ordenanza of Portugal hare cut <^ aa 
immense number of the French troops. Instances 
of their cruelty are frequently repeated ; but if we 
consider for a moment the sufferings which thqr 
have undergone, the ruin which has been heaped 
upon them by the invading army, their condiu^t 
must cease to appear as cruel : can a father see his 
house burnt, his gooda pillaged, and his daughters 
iriolated, and not sigh for revenge ? Indeed, I am 
more astonished at the very great moderation d 
the Portuguese peasantry, than at the cruelties 
which I have heard recounted* 
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A Return of the General and Field Officers 
OF THE Portuguese Army, and of the British 
Officers serving with that Army, on the 
1st of July 1812. 



His Excellency Arthur, Marquis of Wellington, a. D.1812. 
Marquis of Torres Vedras, and Duke of Ci- 
dade Rodrigo, Knight of the Bath, Grand 
Cross of the Order of the Tower and Sword, 
Grandee of Spaiii of the First Class, and 
Knight of the Order of St Ferdinand, Mar- 
shal-general of the Kingdom, and Commander- 
in-chief of the Allied Army,-^29th April 1809. 

llis Excellency Sir William Carr Bicresford, Knight 
of the Bath, and Count of Traiftoso^ Grand 
Cross of the Ordei* of the Tower and Sword, 
Field-marshal and Commander-in-chief of the 
Portuguese Army^ s^nd Councillor of War^ 
—7th March 1809. 

O 
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A.D.1812. LieiitenanUGenerahj with the Dates of their Com- 
, mtsstons. 

Manuel George Gomes Sepulveda, Commander 
of the Order of the Tower and Sword, Coun- 
cillor of War,— 29th Aprjl 1793. 

D. Antonio Soares de Noronba, Governor of Lis- 
bon, and of the Province of Estremadura, and 
Councillor of War,— Dec. 17. 1795. 

D. Francisco Xavier de Noronha, CounciUor of 
War,— Dec. 17. 1795. * 

The Cond6 de Rezende D. Jose, Councillor of 
War,— Sept. 18. 17^9. 

Manuel de Almeida Vasconcilles,— June 24. 1 804. 

Francisco da Cunha e Menezes, Councillor of 
War,— Feb. 25. 1807.. 

The Marquis of Olham, one of the Governors of 
the Kingdom, and Councillor of War, — June 
24. 1807. 

Francisco de Paula Leite, Governor of Elvas, 
and of the Province of Alentejo*, — June 24. 
1807. 

Florencio Jose Correa de Mello, — ^July 24. 1807. 

D. Rodrigo de Lancastre, — ^Jan. 10. 1809. 

The Visconde de Sousel, Commander of the 6tb 
district of. the line of defence, and Inspector 
of the lines, — ^Jan. 10. 1809. 
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TTifJ Visconde de Montealegre, Governor of theA.D.i8i2^ 
Province of Beira, and Commander of the 
FOTces in the North, — Sept. 13. 180£f. 

D. Miguel Pereira Forjaz, Inspector-general of 
Militia, and Secretary of Government for Fo- 
reign Affairs, War, and Marine,— Jan. 1. 1812.. 

The Conde de Amarante, Governor of/the Pro- 
vince of Traz os Montes,— Jan. 1. 1812. 

John Hamilton, Major-general in the Efritish ser- 
vice, and Inspectojrgeneral of Infantry, — ^Jan. 
1. 1812; / • . . 



Marechals de CampOj tcith the Dates of their 
Commissions^ 

Jose Antonio Botelho de Sotizst,*— Jan. ^4. 1807. 

Jose Lopes de Souza, — ^Oct. 2. 1808. 

Jose Antonio da Rosa^ — Sept. 13. 1809. 

Mathias Jose Dias Azedo,-*-Ditto. 

The Conde de Sampayo, Inspector-general of the 

Cavalry ,*^Ditto; 
Antotiio Marcellino da Victoria,^— Ditto. 
Antonio de Lemos Pereira de La^erda, Military 

Secretary to the Cominander-in-chief,— Oct. 31. 

1811. 
D. Rodrigo de Lancastre, Governor of St Ubesj 

—Jan. 1. 1812. 
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A.D.i8td The Visconde de Asseca Salvador Correay~Jiin. 1. 
^^^ 1812. 

Ilichard Blunt, Major^eneral in the British ser- 
vice,— Ditto. 



Brigadier-Generals. 

The Marquis de Sabugoza, — ^June 24. 1807* 
The Marquis of Marialva,-4-Ditto. 
Philip Jose de Azambuja, — ^Nov. 1 8. 1 807. 
Agostinho Luis da Fonsecca, Sub-Inspector cff 

Militia in Beira and Tras os Montes, — Sept. 19. 

1809. 
G: A. Madden, Lieut-colonel iii the British ser- 
vice, — Sept. 19. 1809. 
Vi9ente Antonio de Oliveiraj-^Nov. 15. 1809. 
Denis Pack, Colonel in the British service, and 

Aid-de-Camp to the King,— June 7. 1810. 
W. T. Spry, Colonel in the British SCTvice,-^ 

Aug. 6. 1810. 
Charles Fredric Lecor,— May 8. 1811* 
Luis Ignacio Xavier Pahnarin, Sub-Inapector di 

Militia in Estremadura,-— IMtto. 
Antonio Hypolito Costa,— Ditto. 
Joao Lobo d' Almeida Brandao, Governor of A- 

brantes, — Ditto. 
Philip de Sousa Canavarro,— Ditto,. 
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Jose Joaqulm Champalimaud, — May 8. 1811. a.d.i8ii?. 
Manuel de Brito Mozinbo, Adjutant-general to 

the Forces, — ^Ditto. 
3aron D'Eben, Li^ut.-colonel in the British ser- 
vice, — ^Ditto. 
Archibald Campbell, Lieut..cQlonel in the British 

service/— Ditto. 
Nicdlas Trant, Captain and Assistant Quarter- 

ma^er-general in the British service. Com- 

mander of the Order of the Tpwer and Sword, 

—Ditto. 
Bei^amio D'Urban, Lieut..-colonel in the British 

jjervice, and Qiiarter-master^eneral to the For* 

tuguese Forces,^ — May 8. 1811. 
J. Wilson, Commander of tlie Order of the Tower 

and Sword,f— Ditto. 
William H. Harvey, Coloael in the British set* 

vice,r— Ditto. 
John Power, Lieut.^colonel in the British seryic^ 

— ^Aug. 5. 1811. 
Thomas Bradford, Lieut...c^onel in lie Briti^ 

6ervice,---Dec. 19. 1811. 
Eicardo Luis Aiitonio Raposo,— Jan. 1. 1812. 
Jose Cardozo d!e Meneze^ Souto M^or^ Sub-In- 

»peCtor of Militia in the Province pf Minhoy— 

Ditto. 
The Conde de Rezende D. Luiz,— Ditto. 
vGaqsau: Teixeira de Magalhaensy — Dittp.. 
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A. D. 1812. 



Colonels. 



Names. 

Francisco D'Alencourt, 
Henrique Pereira da Cunha, 
Isodora Paula Pereira, 
Joao Pinto de Souza, 
Antonio Guedes, 
Ricardo Jose Ferreira, 
Jose Carlos Mardel; 
Joao Antonio Lemos, 
Melchior da Costa Correa, 
Joao Ribeira da Souza, 
Gabriel Antonio Franco, 
Isidoro d*Almfeida, 
Ignacio Joaquim de Castro, 
Manuel da Costa Ferreira, 
Amaro Vicente, 
Francisco Jose da Fonsecca, 
Pedro Celestino Soares, 
Caetano Pereira Aranjo, 
Joao Botelho de Lucena, 



D^tes'of Commisfions. 

Dec. 17. 1791, 
March 17. 1794, 
Dec. 17. 1795. 
March 9. 1799. 
Oct. 3. 1799. 
Dec. 17. 1799. 
May 4. 18CX>. 
May 8. 1800. 
June 112. 1800. 
May 4. 1800. 
Oct. 29. 1800. 
Nov. 20. 1800. 
Jan. 13. 1801, 
Ditto. 

Nov. 4. 1803. 
July 13. 1804. 
Sept. 1-2. 1804. 
Oct. 25. 1804. 
Aug. 15. 1805. 



Jose Ignacio da Costa Quiiitella, June 24. 1 8(36. 



Komao d'Arriada, 
Caetano Antonio d* Almeida, 
jjose Maria da Moura, 
!|^uzebia dias Azedo, •• 



Feb. 25. 1807. 
June 24. 1807. 
Ditto. 
Sept. 15. 1807. 
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Names, \- Dates of Commissions. A. D. 1812. 

Joa(][uim Jose Ferfeira, - Oct. 3. 1807. 

JManuel da Souza Ramos, • Oct. S. 1807. 

Alexander -Magno d'Oliveira, Aug. 21. 1808. 

Manuel Ribeiro Araujo, - Oct. 15. 1808. 

Joao Antonio Coutinho, - Dec. 3. 1808* 

Bernardo da Carmo Borges, Jan. 4. 1809. 

Christovao da Costa Ataide, Jan. 10. 1809. 

Antonio Tavares, - - Feb. 18. 1809. 

Gonsalvo Coelho Araujo, - April 14. 1809. 

Don JoSo d'Amorim Pereira, Sept 13. 1809. 

Charles Ashworth, Lieut.-colonel 

British Army^ - ^ Feb. 28. 1810. 

The Marquis de Tern^y, - April 21. 1810. 

Neill Campbell, Lieut.-colouel 

54th Regiment, - May 24. 1810. 

jFrancisco Jose da Moura, - June 20. 1810. 

JL. W. Otway, Lieut-colonel Bri- 
tish army^ - - Aug. 16. 1810. 

Williani Collins, lieut-colonel 

83d Regiment, r Oct. 22. 1810. 

F.William Stubbs, Lieut-colonel 

British army, - - Feb^20. 1811. 

Joao Antonio Tavares, - Ditto. v 

Manuel Pamplona Carneiro, Ditto. 

Charles Turner, Lieut-colonel 

R. W. Rangers, - - April 5. 1811. 
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A.t>.1812. Names. Dates of CommissloDs. 

^"^^^^'^^ John Buchan, Lieut.-colonel Bri- 
tish army, V - June 2if. 181 !• 

Carlos Fredrico de Caula, * Jan, 1. 1812. 

The Marquis of Tancos, Aid-de- , 
Gamp to General Noronha, Ditto. 

Alvaro Xavier Fon9eca, - Ditto, 

Maximiano de Brito Mozinho, Ditto. 

Manuel de Silveira Pinto, - Ditto. 

Luis de Rego Barreto, - Ditto. 

George d'Avelez Zuzarte, - Ditto. 

Antonio de Lacerdo Pinto, Ditto. 

Francisco Xavier daSilva Pereira, Ditto. 

Bernardo de Silveira Pinto, - Ditto. 

Robert Arbuthnot, Lieut-colo- 
nel British Army, and Milita- 
ry Secretary, - * Ditto, 

William M'Bean, Lieut-colonel 
British Army, - Ditt^, 

John Brown, Lieiit.-colonel Bri- 
tish Army, Inspector pf th^ 
Cavalry Recruits, and Com- 
mandant of the Depot at Sal- 
vaterra^ - - Ditto. 

John Doyle^ Lieut..colonel Bri- 
tish Army, - - Ditto, 

Thomas Neol Hill, Lieut,-colo* 
nel British Army, - Ditto, 
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Naraei. Dates of Commissions, a. IX 1812* 

JahnDpuglas, Lieutt-cdonelBri* ^^-<^^>/ 

tifih Army, . - Jan. 1. 1812. 

John Campbell^ Lieut.-coIonel 
British Army, - - Ditto. 

Luis Mari^ de Souza^ ^ Feb^ 5. 1813« 



British Officers serving mih the Rank of LieuLf^ • 
colonel in pie Portugtiese Servs4^^ 

Henry Hardinge, Lieut-colonel 
British Army, and Deputy 
Quarter-master-general to the 
Portuguese Forces, - June 10. 1809, 

George Elder, Lieut.-colonel Bri- 
tish Army, - - Ditto. 

JMichael M'Creagh, Lieut.-colo- 
nel British Army, . Aug. 14. 1809. 

Charles Sutton, Lieut-colonel 
British Army, - Ditto. 

John Watling, Lieut.-colonel Bri- 
tish Army, and Assistant In- 
spector of Infantry Recruits, 
and Superintendant of the De- 
pot at Mafra, - Oct. 16. 1809^ 

John Grant, Lieut. Sd Dragoon 

Guards, . ^ Dec. 3. 1809. 
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AD. 181 J^. Names. Dates of Commiwons. 

^'^^^^^^ Edward Hawkshaw, Msgor Bri- 
tish Army, - - March 12. 1810. 

Henry Watson, Major British , 
Army, - - Ditto* 

Henry Pym, Major British Ar^ny, April 21, 18ia 

John Austin, Major British Ar- 
my, and Commander of the 
Forces in Algarve, - May 11, 1810^ 

A. C. Crookshank, Major British 

Army, - - May 16. 1810. 

A. W. Campbell, M^tjor 74th Re- 
giment, "". - June .4. isia 

Maxwell Grant, Major 4?d Re- 
giment, - ^ June SO, 1810. 

Fredrick Muller, Lieut.-jcolonel 

Royal Regiment, - Aug. 4. 1810. 

Jfohn Brown, Major British Ajnjy, Nov. 3. 1810^ 

H^ Le Mesurier, Lieut.-colonel 
British Army, - JTune 10. 1809. 

T.Dursbach, Major British Army, June 6. 1811* 

William Warre, Major British 
Army, - - July 1. 181h 

Richard Armstrong, Major Bri- 
tish Army, . - Ditto. . 

Bryan O^Toole, Major 39th Re- 
giment, ^ . Nov. 9* 181 !• 
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Nkmcs. Dates of Commissions. A. D. J 812^ 

Richard Diggens, Major 11th 

Dragoons, - - Aug* 13. 1811^ 

John Prior, Captain 39th Regi- 
ment, - - Jan. 27. 1813. 
Victor Arinchild, Major German 

Artillery, . - March 24. 1812. 

A. Dickson, Major Royal Artil- 

lery, - - - Ditto. 

JDavid MfNeill, Major British 

Army, - - April 14. 1812. 

John McDonald, Captain 88th 
Regiment, - - Ditto. 

Robert John Harvey, Major Bri- 
tish Army, - « - Ditto. 

Jqhn Rolt, Captain 58th Regt. Ditto* 

J. H. Algeo, Major British Army, Ditto. 

John Carrol, Captain 82d Regi- 
ment, and Commandant of 
Convalescent Depots, - Ditto. 

G. Birmingham, Captain Britiish 
Army, - - Ditto. 

Jacob Miller, Captain British 
Army, ... Ditto. 

E. H. Williams, Captain British 
Army, - - Ditto. 

Alexander Anderson, Capt. 42d , ^ 

Ilegiment^ • - Ditto, 
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A. B. 1 8 1 2. KaittCs • Dates of Commissions . 

^^^^"^^"^^ Ralph Ousley^ Captain 63d Re- 
giment, . - April 14. 1812. 
John Gommersal, Obtain 58th 
Regiment^ f - Ditto. 



BriUsk Officers who ham the Rank of Major in the 
Portugtiese Service. 

Donald McNeill, Major British ^ 

Army, - - Aug. 2a 3 809. 

diaries Trapps, Capt. 72d Foot, June 20. 1810. 
Thomas St Clair, Capt. Royals, June 22. 1810, 
Edward Owens, Capt. 38th Foot, Sept. S. 1810, 
Dudley St Leger Hill, Major 

British Army, - Sept. 26. 1810. 

Michael Murphy, Captain Buffs, Oct. 22. 1810. 
G. M. Zulke, Capt. 60th Foot, Nov. 5. 1810. 
Charies Kilsha, Capt- 77th Foot, Nov. 16. 1810. 
Richard Carrol, Capt. 5th Foot, March 1. 1811. 
John Beaty, Captain^ - Ditto. 

B. H. Wood, Capt. 40th Foot, June 4. 1811, 
J. W. Green, Captain 4th, or 

King's own, - June 17. ISll? 

John Campbell, Capt. 11th Foot, July 1. 1811. 

C. M. Clenchey, Captain BufFs, July 26. 1811. 
G. Chartres, Captain, - Aug. 31. 1811. 
J--? — Wylde, Captain, r Aug. 30. 181 1. 
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Kdsae;. Dates of Commissions. A.I>,1812» 

H. Lynch, Captain, - Sept. 18. 1811. 

G, W. Paty, Capt. 32d Foot, Oct. 13. 18U. 
Alexander Campbell, Captain, Oct. 29. 1811. 

* Hon. Edward Butler, Captain 

14th Dragoons^ - June 22. 1810. 

* George White, Capt. 3d Dra- 

goon Guards, - July 6. 1810. 

* Henry Grove, Captain, Feb. 26. 1812. 

* Charles T. W. M'Lean, Capt. 

78th Foot, . Oct. 13. 1810. 

* Daniel Donohoe, Captain 44th 

Foot, . . Oct. 14. 1810. 

* Alexander Tulloch, Captain 

Royal Artillery, - July 18. 1811. 

* Laurence Arnot, Captain, Sept. 18. 1811. 

* W. W. Gheslyn, Lieutenant 

48th Regiment, - April 14. 1812. 

British Officers who are serving "with the rank of 
Captain in the Portugtiese Army. 

Hegiments. Names. Dates of Commissions.' 

2d Regt. of Arty. Thomas Cox, « Dec 14, 1810. 

Sd Ditto, C. Mitchell, - Feb. 26. 1812. 

4th Ditto, William Brown, - Oct. ^2. 1810. 



♦ Those Officer* who have a star ejpporite their naipes are 
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A. D. 1812. Regiments. 
, V^nn^ 1st Regt. of Gavy. 
^d Ditto, 
4th Ditto, 
5th Dit{o^ 
Ditto, 
1st Regt. of Infy. 

Ditto, 
2d Ditto, 
Ditto, , 
Ditto, 
3d Ditto, 
Ditto, 
4th Ditto, 
5th Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
6th Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
7th Ditto, 
Ditto, 

Ditto, / 

, 8th Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
9th Ditto, 
Ditto, 
10th Ditto, 
Ditto, 
11th Ditto, 
Ditto, 
12th. Ditto, 
Ditto, 
l»th Ditto, 



Names. 
James Owens, - 
James O'Kelly, - 
Henry Hutchinson, 
James Dowdwell, • 
Samuel Hawkins, 
William Queade, 
William Green, 
Robert Ray, 
Dugald M'Gibbon, 
Dugald Campbell, 
Thomas Smith, « 
Orlando, Jones, 
Angus McDonald, 
John Elgie, 
Jacob Johnston, - 
John M'Namara, - 
Alexander Adams, 
Duncan Graham, * 
George Phelan, ^ 
Frederick Armstrong, 
Thomas Sherwenton, 
John Colthorst, » 
Thomas Marlay, 
James Mahir, 
W. S. Connor, 
William Cotter, 
T. G. Peacocke, 
Hugh Hay Rose, 
M. Morton, 
Charles Waldron, 
George Phiffen, 
W. H. Thornton, 
William White, 
William. Berter, 



Dates of Commissions. 

June 20. 1810. 

Sept. 13. 180g. 

Sept. 18. 1812. 

July 21. 1810. 

June 17. 1811. 

May 16. 1810. 

Nov. 3. 1810. 

.May 11. 1809. 

May 15. 1810. 

April 5. 1811. 

April 11. 1809. 

Ditto. 

April 21. 1810. 

Ditto. 

May 7. 1810. 

Dec. 15. 1810. 

July 16. 1809. 

liitto. 

Oct. 29. 181L 

Aug. 4. 1810. 

Sept. 3. 1810. 

March 28. I8II. 

April 11. 1810. 
Sept 26. 1810. 
April 5. 1811. 
June li. 1810. 
Dec. 19. 1811. 
May 13. I8O9. 
July 22. 1811. 
May 7. 1810. 
March 28. 1812. 
Feb. 26. 1810- 
Ditto. 
July 7. 1810: 
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Regiments. 


Names. - 


Dates of Commisaons. a, jj. lai^ 


14thRegt.ofInfy. 


. Peter M^Arthur, 


March 7. 1810. ^i-'V^ 


Ditto, 


Thomas Potter, - 


Jan. 2. 1812. 


15th Ditto, 


Charles Fitzgerald, 


May 16. 1810. 


Ditto, 


Thomas Oncey, . 


June 4. 1810. 


Ditto, 


Charles Wheatley, 


Nov. 14. 1810. 


Ditto, 


Edward Brackenbury, 


June 6. 1811. 


l6th Ditto, 


John Webb, 


Jan. 2. 1812. 


Ditto, 


Charles Mcintosh, 


Feb. 26. 1812. 


17th Ditto, 


William Creswell, 


March 12. 1810. 


Ditto, 


T^A««>n«.#1 


Aug. SO. 1811. 




18th Ditto, 


Angus Fraser, - 


Aug. 14. I8O9. 


Ditto, 


Hugh Liimley, 


Ditto. 


19th Ditto, 


Henry Belson, 


March 24. I8O9. 


Ditto, 


John Ross, 


Jan. 2. 1812. 


SOtb Ditto, 


Thomas Banbury, 


Oct. 27. 1811. 


21st Ditto, 


Samuel Beresford, 


April 27. 1810. 


Ditto, 


John Graham, 


Oct 29. 1811. 


22d Ditto, 


John Pigot, 


Nov. S. I8O9. 


Ditto, 


David Skeil, 


March 12. 1810. 


Ditto, 




June 6. 1811. 


2Sd Ditto, 


John- Grant Kmg, 


April 11. 1810, 


Ditto, 


Thomas Peacocke, 


Ditto. 


Ditto, 


G. D. Crawford, 


Sept. 12. 1811. 


24th Ditto, 


George Lennon, 


Feb. 14. 1810. 


Ditto, 


William Fisher, 


Feb. 10. 1811. 


Ditto, 


Blake, - 


Feb. 22. 1811. 


lstBatt*Cacadores 


I, ^— McDonald, 


NoV. 3. 1810. 


2d Ditto, 


C. B. Turner, 


Nov. 14. 1810. 


Ditto, 


R. P. Stewart, 


Dec. 29. 1810. 


3d Ditto, 


William Dobben, 


June 6. 1811. 


4th Ditto, 


John Wardlaw, 


March 6. 1811. 


Fli+tA 


'M'(#^«.A<VA«* 


Feb 24 1812 


^th Ditto, 


Henry Perry, 


March 12. 1810. 


Ditto, 


D. Lalor, 


March 1. 1811. 


6th Ditto, 


W. H. Temple^ 


March 6. 1811. 
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• Regiments. 


Names* 


Dates of Commissions. 


6thBattCftcador^ R. Bnihton^ 


March 6. 1811. 


Ditto, 


John Shewelback, 


April 4. 1812. 


7th Ditto, 


John Scott Lilly, 


Dec 17. 1808. 


Ditto, 


R. W. Torrens, 


Feb. 11. 1811. 


Ditfn 


O'Harn 


June 6. 1811. 
Dec. 27. 1808. 


ith Ditto, 


Charles Western, 


Ditto, 


Baron Daubraw, 


Jan. 28. I8O9. 


9th Ditto, 


John Leitch, 


July 26. 1811. 


10th Ditto, 


F. Rickets, 


August 5. 1811. 


11th Ditto, 


Thomas Charles Ross, 


Ditto. 


Ditto, 


B. A. T. Borgh, 


Sept. 18.1811. 


12th Ditto, 


Robert Haddock, 


Sept. 22. 1810. 



British Officers sirving with the Rank of Lieute^ 
nant in the Portuguese Army 4 



2d Regt. of Cavy. 


Joseph Jacob,- ^ 


JJov. 15. 1809; 


4thRegt.ofInfy. 


A. Campbell, -• 


July 22. 1810. 


7th Ditto, 


Joseph Murphy, 


Nov. 9. 1811. 


9th Ditto, 


Robert Hughes, •• 


July 24. 1811. 


12th Ditto, 


John Green, 


Feb. 18. 1810. 


Ditto, 


John Wage Rusisel, 


July 1. 1811. 


Ditto, 


Charles Hqdge, 


Ditto. 


14th Ditto, 


Bartholomew Cassey, 


Nov. 14. 1810. 


20th Ditto, 


Beauford Crowgay, 


Nov. 3. 1810. 


22d Ditto, 


James Mitchell, - 


Feb. 11. 1811. 



British Subjects serving mth the Rank of Ensign 
in the Portuguese Armyi 



John Honi, ") 

Edward Town, j »*» l^^Mr}- 

WiUiara Hill, 3d Ditto. 
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B. Denholm, *> A. D. i si 2. 

C. Holmmi, 5 ^^^ ^"^''''^- ' ^-^^^ 
T. Edwra-ds, 9th Ditto. 

D. Denovan, 12th Ditto. 
William Galtw-wth, 15th Ditto; 
David Frasieri 22d Ditto. 
John Leitch, 8th Cacadores* 

Charles MCharty, Pay-master, 12th Ditto*. 



* The reader will find" fhe Generai Staff' of the Army, the 
Staff of the Commander-in-chief, and of the General Officers 
commanding Provinces^ in the Appendix. 



Digitized 



by Google 



226 , PEESENT STATE [Chap.V, 



CHAP. V, 

The LMWSy PumshmentSy and Military EstabUsh- 
merits^ of the Portuguese Army. 

A.D.1812. In the year 1643, John IV. King of Portugal, 
^""^^^^^ was pleased to institute a military court at Lis- 
martiai. bbn, foF the trial of all offences committed in 
the army, and for the management of all matters 
connected with the armed force of the kingdom. 
It was called the council of war, and still con- 
tinues to exist ; and the officers of this court are 
in their joint capacity the advisers of the King in 
all military affairs. The council of war is com- 
posed of general officers, with one or two civil 
judges; and all offences committed by general 
oflScers are tried in this court, and till lately they 
had the privilege of reviewing the sentences of all 
courts-martial, as it was only through this court 
that they could be brought before the Sovereign. 
Since Marshal Beresford took the command of the 
army, they have entrusted him with this power ; 
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so that, instead of toeing transmitted to the coun- A.D.1812. 
cil of wkr, the proceedings of all regimental and 
general courts^ouirtial* are ndw forwttded directly 
to the Cbmn^ndet-in-cbief, or rather to the Audi- ^ 
tor-general, to be by him laid before theCom- 
mander-in^cfaief. 

In reading the dii^ections for conrts-marti^, as 
detailed in Lippe's Kegolations, aiid which are 
still in forc^, it appears^ that every court-martial 
must be preceded by a court of inquiry,^ or by dn 
ihvestigation similar to our courite of inquiry, I 
shall give a pretty literal translation of tibie chapter 
on (Courts-martial, as I think it foay be of use to 
those oflScers who have alreadjr entered the Por- 
tuguese service, as well as to those who may yet 
join it, to know the law and forms which exist on 
iins head; 

If a Field Officer cdmmits a crime, it is order- 
ed that the officer commanding the regiment to 
which he belongs, together with another Field 
Officer^ shall iriveStigate the matter, and lay theiir 
proceedings before the Commander-in-chief; and 
that, if the Commander-in-chief thinks proper to 
order a coiirt-martial, it must consist of a Gene- 
ral Officer as President, and of two Lieutenant- 
colonels, two Majors, and two Captains, as mem- 
bers. 

If the delinquent has only the rank of Captain^ " 
P2 
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A.D.isi2.thje previous: ufiyeslixgaticm muibt be made by a 
f&eld Officer and a Captain^ and ihe court wbkh 
trie^. Mm mAist comkt of a lieuteu^Dtrcdio^ a^ 
P]f€i3i(ftent, and of two Ms^ors^ two lAeut&mmtSy 
and two Ensigns, as members* 

If a Captain is tried for a capiiial oSmcey tbe 
Pi^esiJknt of the court-martial mwt bn a Colonel, 
a^d the^memhej^s nm&t consist of twoJieuteniM^ 
cohfXfihj two M^ors^ two Captains, .three Lieu« 
tenants,, and tteee JEuaigns^. 

I;^ the case (^ a subaltem oflS«:er, it is ordered 
that the ijive^igation shall be made by a Captain 
and Subaltern, a^d that the court shall consists of 
a Field Officer as President, and of two Captains^ 
twQ lieutenants^ and two Ensigns ; if> however, 
a Subaltern Officer is tried fcor a capital offi^ace, 
a Lieutenaiit-colonel must sit as President of the 
court,, and tw^. Majors, three Captains,, three 
lieutejiants, and ibree Ensigns, as members. 

If a non-comifaissioned officer is to be tried, 
the previous investigation is to be made by a 
Lieutenant and an Ensign, and the court must be 
formed of a Captain as President, and of two 
Lieutenants, two Ensigns, two Seijeants^ and two 
Corporals : if the offence is capital, a Field Offi- 
cer must sit as President, and three Captains, 
three Lieutenants, three Ensignsj^ and three Cor- 
porals, are to form the court. 
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The court which tries a private soldier for hisA.D.i8i2. 
life, must consist of a Field Officer a$ President, 
and of three Captdns, jthree Lieutenants, thxea 
Ensigns, three Serjeants^ 'three Corporals, three 
Lance Corporals, apd three private soldiefSi as 
flaiembers : if, hdweyer, tiie crime is not capital^ 
it only requires a Captain as President, and two 
Lieutenants, two Ensigns, twQ Serjeants, two 
Corporals, two Lance Corporals, and two private 
soldiers, to form the courts In this last case^ the, 
previous investigation must be made by a Captain 
and Subaltern, if the offence is capital j but by 
a Lieutenant, if not^ 

The Auditor of the Regiment to which the 
prisoner belongs is to assist at the court-martial i 
his duties are the siune as those of the British 
Judge^ Advocate ; he is to prevent the introduce 
tion of iiiiproper questions or evidence, and has 
the power of stopping the trial, provided the court 
does not submit to his advice, 

As soon as the court*m|urtiaI is formed, and all 
the members are present, the President orders the 
prisoner to be brought into court ; his irons are 
taken off, so that he may be at perfect liberty. The 
Auditor then reads in a clear and distinct manner 
the papers connected with the investigation al- 
iready made, which include not only the charges 
/and proofe, but also the prisoner's defence. As 
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A. p. 1812. g^^^ as the Auditor has done reading, the pri- 
soner is asked by the President if he has any thing 
more to add to his defence j if he has nothing to 
add, or as soon as^ he has added what he wishes, 
he is remanded to his prison j the court is then 
cleared, and the Auditor proceeds to read the in- 
vestigation a second time, taking pains as he goes 
on to explain the nature of the charges, the proofs, 
and also the defence which has been made. Afi 
ter this is done, the President arranges the whole 
under separate heads, and the members of th^ 
court are called upon to give their votes on each 
distinct point. The President collects the votes, 
beginning with the youngest naember, and giving 
his own vote last. The votes are always to be 
given with reference to the articles of war, and 
as soon as the whole are collected, the Auditor 
makes out the sentence of the cour^ from the ma- 
jority of votes. 

If the prisoner is sentenced to suffer death, 
each member is obliged to sign and seal his vote. 
As soon as the proceedings are finished, they are 
to be transmitted to the Commander-in-chief, tp 
be laid before the Sovereign, whose opinion and 
con&mation^ is always necessary before the sen- 
tence can be carried into execution, , unles3 
it shall be evident that delay will prove prejudi- 
cial to the service j in which case the sentence 
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of the court may be carried into effect imme* a. d.mi2. 
diately. 

Sucb are the forms observed by the Portuguese 
in their courts-marttal : the whole business is 
done by the Auditor and the two officers appoint*- 
jed to investigate; the matter ; for it is evident the - 
members can only form their opinion from the 
story, that is brought before them by thege thre$ 
individualis. The proceedings are sometimes spupt 
out to an ama2^ing length ; some courts-martia]^ 
which commenced soon after Marsl^l Beresford 
took the command of the armyy have not yet 
completed their investigation, though more than 
two years h^ve elapsed* I am afraid that delay 
is not the only faulty part of the present constir 
tution of these courts ; Marshal BereBfbrd has 
been obliged, on one or two occasicms, to notice 
the sentences of several, which were pot only ab-. 
surd, but contrary to proof. The Auditor-gene- 
]::al has published some observations, explaining the 
existing laws of the country, which are really good. 
jSome change is certainly called for inthis depart- 
ment of the army, for though it might have been 
a good regi^ation some hundred years, ago, for 
private soldiers to sit upon courts-martial, they 
ought not, in my opinion, to be permitted tp do 
so at; the present day. An officer is supposed to 
pQi33ess information, and to have honour to guid^ 
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A.i>.i8i2.faim i but what is there to guide tihe puvate, who 
^^■''^^^^^^ can neither read nor write, and who perhap wa» 
aiding and assisting i» the very crime &>v which 
his comrade is tried? and so foolishly is the court 
which tries a private soldier constituted, that 1^ 
non-commissioned officers and privates can always 
out-vote the Prj^ident and cpmmissio.ned mem* 
bets. Marshal Beresford, in ^^rjlaie of a spNBcial 
:aut^ority from the Prince Regent, ^as introduced 
a summary mode of trial in ep^traordinary cases, 
similar to the drum-head courts-miu^tial in tlie 
British sendee ; but he has not been able to get 
the law :altered which authorises private s(4diers 
/ to sit as members of the court. Ev^ry notion is 
jealous, ;more or less, of >ny inteiference with old 
established laws or customs. 

Articles of 'Hie Articles of War erf* the Portuguese army 
are twenty-nine in number; and as it is strictly 
ordered that every peri^on cmmected with that 
army, jpf whatever rank or denominaticm, ^s to be 
guided and judged of by these Articles^ I trust J 
fihaU be doing a seryice to those ijfoitish Officers 
who may not have an opportunity of consulting 
them in the original, by giving a fHioTt abstract <^ 
jc;ach Article in these pbserva^ions. 

The Articles of War are ordered to be read to 
l^tie troops once in every five days, t^at is, on th^ 
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dayd on which they receive their payj for, in-A.D.iM2» 
stead of being paid weekly, and in advance, as**^'^'''^ 
^e British t|BQps are, ihe Portuguese H^opsxe- 
ceit^ thefer fiay every fift?h diy^ Jbut not t3i rfive 
days pay is due ; the Auditor, a kind of Judge^ 
advocate attached to each regiment, is bound not 
only to read, but to explain the Articles of War 
fiiUy to ev€sry eoldi^r in the mjjks^ an4 tp-ewry 
f epruit on his joining the corps. 

AjaffiGWJ I. 

De1berq(>i»je{5f that if .a»y ^flScer or soUier 4shall 
l>e foiw4 guUity of having exposed w di^K^yed 
his superior oj$cer im ^ryici^^ lue Asll be «eiit to 
work at the fortifications ; but if the opposition 
or disobedience occurred while under arms, the 
^offender sh^ll be shot. 

Art. II. 

If any oflicer or soldier shall give false infor- 
mation to his superior officers, knowing it to be 
M9fi^ he shall be expelled from the service with 
4ifi^race. 
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A. B. 1819. - 

WVW Art. III. 

Any oflScer or soldier found guilty of quitting 
his post before the aiemy, without leave, i3 to be 
shot. - 

4^T. ly. 

Any officer or soldier found guilty ai cowardice, 
to be shot. 

Art. V. 

Any ofl^cer or soldier found guilty of using ex- 
pressions, during an engagement. Which can tend 
to intimidate the men, is to be shot. 

Art- VI. 

Any officer or soldier found guilty of forcing a 
sentry, is to be shot. 

Art. VII, 

All noncommissioned offijcers 9^re to obey and 
pay proper respect to the commissioned officers. 

Art.VUI. 
All quarrels and disputes among soldiers are 
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forbidden, and any soldier found guilty of killing a. d.i«!i% 
hi? comrade in a dispute, is to. suffer death. 



Art. IX. 

Soldiers sent on duty are to execute the orders 
they receive, at every risk. 

Art. X. XL XIL 

Non-cominis3ipned ofl^cers and soldiers foum^ 
guilty of getting drunk while on guard, or of 
producing disturbances^ are to be punished ac* 
pording to the judgment of the Courtrmartial. 

Art. XIIL 

No officer, non-commissioned officer, or soldier, 
p to enter a garrison except by the proper gates, 
pisobedience of tl^is Article^ death. 

Art. XIV. 

If any officer, non-commissioned officer, or pri- 
vate, shall be convicted of having deserted from 
the service during war, he shall suffer death : if 
convicted of having deserted during peace, he 
shall be sent to work at the fortifications for six 
year^ ' .. . ; \ . * 
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^•^^ A»r.XV. 

Any officer, non-commissioned officer, or sol- 
dier, found guilty of conspiring against the state, 
shall suffer death. 

* 
Art. XVI. 

Any non-commissioned officer or soldier found 
guilty of having spoken disrespectfully of his su- 
periors, shall be sent to work at the fortifications. 

Aet. XVII. 

Any officer, non-commissioned officer, or sol* 
dier, found guilty of being discontented with, his 
pay, quarters, or uniform, is to be punished as a 
conspirator. 

Art. XVm. 

Any qfficer, non-commissioned officer, or sol- 
dier, who shall be convicted of stealing, is to be 
severely punished ; but if convicted of stealing 
what belongs to the King, he shaU suffer death. 

Art. XIX- 
Any non-commissioned officer or soldier who is 
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fotmd^Uty of tkod tataog care. of Hs hocse vtudA^^.tsm^ 
aecoutremeii^lSy shsdl for the first smdisecond. time 
be sevexelj punished^ but ficnr the tliiDdi time he 
shall suffer death. 



Ajrt. XX. 

A^y aon«comimi»i6iied officer on soidier fovtnd 
guilty of ne^Qtmg his arms and accovitren^nts^ 
or of losing^ or lending thent^ is to be sevierely 
punished. 

Art. XXI. 

Any non-c0minis8ion»d cdBSi^r^ soldier who is' 
found guilty of contracting debts, or of conceal- 
ing his debts from his officer, is to suffer severe 
corporal punishment. 

Art. XXII. XXIII. 

Any non-commissioned officer or soldier found 
guilty of forging a passport,, is to be severely pu- 
nished. 

Art. XXIV. 

Any officer, non-commiissioned officer, or sol- 
dier, who shall be foijnd guilty of having com- 
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A.D.i8i2.mitted a criirie while drunk, shatt ^ffer double 
^^"^""^^^^ the punishraeht he would liave suffered had he 
committed the same crime when not drunk. 



Art. XXV. 

Any officer, non-commissioned officer, or sol- 
dier, who is found guilty of feigning disease, or 
of having wilftdly rendered himself unfit for ser- 
vice> is to be banished to Africa for life^ 

Art. XXVI. 

Soldiers found guilty of borrowing money froai 
their companions^ are to be punished. 

Art. XXVIL 

Any non-commissioned officer or soldier who 
shall marry without leave of his Colonel, is to be 
punished. 

Art. XXVIIL 

Any officer found guilty of peculation, is to oe 
expelled from the service, and obliged to pay 
back whatever he obtained uiilawfullj. 
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Aet.^XXIX. '- > ., > .. ''•'^^^ 

All officers^ non-commissioned offioers».and sol- 
diers, are to regulate their conduct by the strict 
rules of virtue, candour, and honesty j they are 
to fear God, reverence and love tifieir King, and 
execute with exactness all orders whi^h they may 
receive from any of their superior officers. 

Such . are the Articles of War. The Punish- iviiiitary 
ments of the law are various and ^ome of themmentsf 
very different from thoj^ in use among the British 
forces. For all capital offences, the criminal is 
either sentenced to be shot or strangled to death j 
hanging is never practised in Portugal. 

For crimes not capital, the most ordinary sen- 
tences are, banishment to Africa, to labour at 
the public works with a chain about the ankl; or 
wrist, imprisonment, &c. &c. When a delinquent 
is sentenced to suffer corporal punishment, it is 
generally twenty, thirty, or fifty " Pancadas de 
espada de Prancha," which he is ordered to re- 
ceive. As this kind of punishment may not be 
understood by some of my readers, I shall beg 
leave to explain it more at length. In the Portu- 
guese army, it is not necessary to bring a soldier 
to a court-martial for every petty crime ; the 
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A. D^m^ commanding oflScer of a regiment can order a 
man to be *^ pancaded.'^ at hid^ pleasure ; he can 
even give him fifty of these pancadas, and a 
court-martial by its sentence can mflict no mare ; 
tvhen, therefore, a WitttigUese soldief gets drunfc, 
or comihits any crinle for which a British soldier 
would be tried by a regimental court-martial, and 
sfent(Bn<*ed to be flogged, his chastisfement is very 
summary. He is paraded in front of the batta- 
lion, attended by the Commanding Officer, the 
Adjutuht; Sfeijeant^major, and every Cbrpbral of 
the regiment; he is there infomie'd that, fnf con- 
sequence df misconduct, he is to receive so many 
" pancadas j^' the will of the commanding officer 
being the law. In some instances the poor fellow 
is made to take olf his jacket and waistcoat, but 
in general the senior Corporal steps up to him, 
draws his sWord, and begins to strike him across 
the ishoulders with the broad side df it; if the 
Corporals do not lay it on with all their strength, 
the Serjeant-major attacks them. The Corporals 
change regularly after every five strokes, until the 
number determined oil is inflicted. 

Of all existing military punishments, I think 
this is the most severe. The heavy sword of the 
Corporal has no spring whatever in the blade, and 
when this punishment is inflicted by a strong-^ 
armed man, it is most horrible : I have knov^ 
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nuxre tliaa two or three instances where tfcei pow a.d.i8is. 
sufferer has drpj^ed down dead from a rupture o£ 
the aorta, immediately after receivii^ thirty of 
these pancadas. 

Marshal Beresford, being ^rly convinced ai^ 
the horrid nature of this punishment, ordered a 
small cane to be used instead of the sword, which, 
though still keeping up the national method of 
punishing, deprived it of its fatal consequences. 
AVTien his Excellency took the command of the 
army, the officers and non-commissioned officers 
were in the habit of kicking and buffeting the 
poor soldiers cm every occasion, and I believe, 
long custmn had made striking the soldTer lawful ; 
he, however, set his face decidedly against this most 
abominable practice^ It was also so repugnant to 
the feelings of British officers^ that those who 
were appmnted to command regiments imme« 
diately put a stop to it, and I believe now an offi- 
cer is scarcely ever known to lift his hand or cane 
to a soldien In former times, the internal eco- 
nomy of the regiments and companies was but 
little attended to; and thbugh the soldier was 
robbed and pillaged by his Seijeant and Furiel, 
he seldom could procure any redress j but when 
the British officers joined this service, they en- 
deavoured to make the soldiers feel tihat they were^ 

Q 
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A. D. 1812. men j and it was by attending to their compldnts, 
^""^^"^and endeavouring to have justice done to every one, 
and by giving the soldier a confidence in himself 
and in his officers, that the army has been brought 
to its present high state of discipline* 

Recruiting The six grand divisions or provinces which 
'Compose the kingdom of Portugal are governed 
by General Officers, who have Captain-majors 
under them in the several districts, and Captains 
of Ordenanza, who command in the subdivisions. 
As a civil state, however, the provinces are di- 
vided into Commarcas, Termas, and Freguizias. 
The chief civil magistra:te in the Commarca is 
called Corregidor j he is appointed by the Crown, 
and his authority and duties are similar to those 
of the sheriff-deputes of Scotland. In the cities 
and towns similar to our Burghs, the civil autho- 
rity is vested in the Camera, which signifies the 
same as Town-CounciL The " Juis de Fora," 
who is the chief magistrate and President of the 
Camera, is appointed by the Crown, and na man 
is qualified for this office until he has taken the 
degree of Bachelor of Laws at the University of 
Coimbra ; but the other officers are chosen by the 
inhabitants, and from their own number. The sub- 
division " Terma^' which I have mentioned, cmn- 
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prehends the district of country i^Wch is subject a. d.isw:. 
to the jurisdiction of the chief magistrate of the 
city or town near which it lies. Freguizia cor- 
responds with Parish in Great Britain, and in 
every village there is a " Juis Ordinario/' i. e* 
Ordinary Judge, or ^* Juis de Povo,*' i. e. Judge 
of the People< 

The Recruiting Service is conducted by the 
Captain-majors and Captains of Ordenanza ; and 
from the duties of these officers, already briefly 
detailed, it is evident that they must be perfectly 
acquainted with the number and description of 
the inhabitants of the district which they com- 
mand ; and when it becomes necessary to levy 
recruits for the regular army, the General of the 
province issues an. order to the Captain-major of 
the district from which the regiment for whom 
the levy is wanted is recruited ; the Captain-ma- 
jor, or his deputy, passes a review oi the district, 
picks out the number of young men required, 
who are generally sent to prison for a few days, 
until the whole are collected, when he marches 
them off, under an escort of his Ordenanza 
troops, to the head-quarters of their regiment. 
Thei^ lads, as soon as they join the regiment ios 
which they were recruited, are divided among the 
several companies of the corps, and are imme* 

Q2 
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A. D. 1812. diately swora iu j they have no option but to take 
the oath, and if they leave the corps without 
leave, for foiir-and-twenty hours after being sworn 
in, they are deserters, and as such are liable to 
be shot. 

These strong me^wures, which the present state 
of Portugal has rendered necessary, are grounded 
upon that first law of all nations, which makes 
the defence of the state and of the Sovereign the 
paramount duty of every subject. It is only those 
who have actually witnessed what Portugal has^ 
suffered, who can be truly sensible of the bless- 
ings we enjoy in this happy country, where,^ by 
sacrificing a little, a very little, we enjoy much j 
and could those philosophers of the present day, 
whose declamatory harangues, and ideal miseries,^ 
have tended so much to lead astray the uninform- 
ed in various part? of the nation, be transported 
for a few months to that suffering country, they 
might learn to appreciate that happiness, of which 
they appear so tired. 

By the established laws of Portugal, it is de- 
termined, that in every district in which a brigade 
of Ordenanza is formed, there shall be two regi- 
ments of Militia. The men are balloted for that 
service in the same way as in this country, and 
ell who are married, or not fit to serve in the 
troops of the line, are subject to the ballot. 
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The peasant^ when he^becomes a Militia-man, a.d.i8X2. 
is obliged to find his own uniform, and in a great 
measure to support himself; for the Militia have 
only half the allowance (rf pay and rations of the 
troqps of the line, and that only when on duty, 
out of their own district The few old men and 
boys that remain in the district after the regi- 
ments of the Line and Militia are completed, 
constitute the companies and corps of Ordct 
nanza. 

When Marshal Beresford began to complete 
the different regiments, the recruits were «ent at 
once to their several corps, and tlien were drilled 
andfimned; but on the army taking the field ia 
May 1810, his Excellency made chirice of the 
island of Feniche for a recruiting dep6t. He ap- 
pointed Colonel^ now Major-general Blunt, of 
the Bufls, a very distinguished officer, who had 
^entered the Prince Regent's service, to command 
this dep6t, and ^ve him the conunission of In- 
spector-general of the Recruiting Service. Sinc^ 
this dep6t was organized^ the whole of the re- 
cruits for the Infantry of Ike Line and Light 
Troops have been sent to it ; and under the su- 
perintendence of General Kunt, they have beep 
drilled atad organized by officers and non-com- . 
^nissionoed officers from their respective r^- 
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A.D,i8i2. ments, and sent to join their comrades in the 
field. 

That this institution has been of the very 
greatest utility to the army is beyond a doubt^ 
and it does equal credit to the Comtnander-in- 
chief, and to the cheers who have been employed 
in its organization ; but it is to be regretted that 
a healthier place could not be procured, with the 
other advantages of the island of Peniche, as 
certainly a great number of the unfortunate re- 
cruits fell a sacrifice to the epidemic of that 
swampy spot, which no doubt acted with double 
effect upon the depressed, half-starved, and ill- 
treated peasants sent as recruits to this dep6t. 
' The recruiting dep6t under General Blunt 
was removed last year to Mafra, a healdiier and 
better place; but unless the recruits undergo 
a strict medical examination on their being first 
levied, the dep6t will never be healthy, nor wiU 
it be possible to keep the army effective : the 
sick, thie lame, and ihe lazy, are all crowded 
into the same dungeon, when recruited by the 
Captain-major; contagion is generated, and very 
often those, and those alone, who were fit for the 
service, are carried off by disease* 

Last year Marshal Beresford established a re- 
^nriting dep6t for the Cavalry at Salvaterra, imj 
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gave the direction of it to Colonel John Brown. A.D.1812. 
Under the personal superintendence of this dis- 
tinguished officer, the recruits are disciplined, 
and the young horses are trained to the service. 
This establishment has tended much to keep 
the few regiments that are mounted in an effi- 
cient state. 
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fState of the Civil ^stahUshments of the Portugws» 

Army. 



A.D.1&12. Marshal 33ebjb3Ford was for some time so ac^ 
^"V*"^*^ lively engaged with the military arrangements 
necessary to enable the army to take tlie field, 
and with the operations q£ iiiat army in the field, 
that the civil establishments remained in a great 
measure in their original wretched state. His 
Excellency, however, returned to L^boaji^ July 
1811, as soon as the return of Lieutenant-general 
Hill allowed him to quit his icominand in the Brir 
tish anny j and^ m conjunction with the Qovem*. 
ment, several very important ^Iterations were e£» 
fected in the different departmentsr. I know that 
Marshal Beresford had more (Jiffipulties to over^ 
come, in his endeavours to ^ve some system to 
4he civil establishpoients pf his army, than in aiqr 
Dther department j but the same firmness and peri- 
fipygrance vhich enabled him to overcome diffir 
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culties, by many considered insurmountable, sup- a.d.i8i% 
ported him through those plans of improvement/^*'^^'^ 
which were indispensibly necessary to render his 
brigades of well-disciplined and gallant troops 
equal to the active and harassing campaigns of 
modern warfare. 

Wheo Marshal Beresford took the command of quarter- 
ihe army, this department formed no separate ^c^TdV. 
establishment* The emoluments of the Quarter* ^ 
master-general were given to a superannuated ge» 
neral of the coUrt ; and the duty, when the army 
took th<e field, which happened but seldom, wa^ 
4one by officers from the corps of engineers, who 
were called " Deputados,'* deputies of the Quarr 
ter-master-general. Early in 1809, Brigadier-go- 
jieral Benjamin D*Urban wias appointed Quarter- 
master^general* In o^anizing the department, 
lie adopted the British system in as far as it wast 
possible. Several of the most distingui^ed offi- 
cers dT the corps of Royal Engineers were ap- 
pointed his assistants, and one or two British of- 
ficers, of grej^t knowledge and experience in the 
duties of this department, were appointed to act 
as deputies under him. The native officers are 
pow so well acquainted with the duty, that the 
iponstant attention of General D'Urban has become 
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AD. i8ia. unnecessary, and he has been permitted to take 
^^/'^^ tjig command of the cavalry-division. 

commissa- The Commissariat department of the Portu- 

riatDe* * 

partmcnt. guese army was conducted, tiU lately, upon prin^ 
ciples so radically bad, that although the expense 
was enormous beyond all calculation, the army, 
on almost every occasion, was actually starved. 
On the advance from Santarem to Almeida^ in 
the spring of 1811, the Portuguese army was 
often without bread for weeks together, and very 
frequently without meat; yet the utmost exer- 
tions of Marshal Beresford, with even the inter- 
ference of Lord Wellington, could not procure a 
change of that system, so deep rooted was the 
^vil. 

The Commissariat is divided into two depart- 
ments ; the one charged with the provisions, the 
other with the transport, of the army. The pro- 
vision-department was managed by a Junta oi ad- 
ministration, which sat in Lisbon, and who had 
their Intendants in every province, and their 
Feitors, " Storekeepers/* in every town. The 
government intrusted to this Junta the manage- 
ment of the different kinds of provision and fo- 
rage, which they were enjoined to procure at the 
lowest price. Their Storekeepers were therefcMse 
directed to purchase on the spot what was requir« 
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ed for the troops, and, of course, at the cheapest a. d.isi^. 
rate. It very seldom happened that magazines 
were formed in any of the provinces, or any mea- 
sures taken to provide against either a real or 
feigned scarcity. Wlien the army took the field. 
Marshal Beresford got Commissaries appointed to 
the different brigades; but as thpse officers were 
almost always without money to pay for what was 
wanted, their presence was of little avail. 

The Storekeeper, to please the Junta in Lis- 
bon, endeavoured to purchase the different arti- 
cles of provision at the lowest rate ; and, as the 
poor farmer either could not or would not sell at 
the price offered, the officers commanding bri- 
gades, or regiments, were obliged to have re- 
course to military force, and what could be found 
was dragged forth and given to the troops. What 
was seized in this way, and generally what was 
bought by the Portuguese Commissaries, was paid 
for by bills upon the Junta in Lisbon ; these bills, 
^ven in the best times, were seldom taken up till 
twelve months aAer they were due, and in the pre- 
sent state of the kingdom, they were considered 
us actually worth nothing. Every art 'was there- 
fore used by the farmer to bury and conceal his 
grain ; and it has not unfrequently happened, that 
the army has been starving for want of provisions^ 
when the country, nay the very village where 
they were quartered, was full of it. r- t 
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A.D.1812. It was from these hidden stores that Massena 
drew the greater part of his supplies during the 
time that he remained in the position of Santa- 
rem, and which were discovered to him, for the 
most part, by the servants who had assisted in 
the concealment, and who were bribed to this 
villainy. . 

The transport-department was imder the direc- 
tion of an Intendant-general, and was somewhat 
better managed ; but it was also defective in many 
points, and dreadfully expensive. This ruinous 
system, however, is happily at an end. The 
whole of the provision and store department is 
put under the direction of one man, who has the 
commission of Commissary-in-chief; and the go- 
vernment have adopted such wise regulations, as 
afford a hope, that in a short time the whole of the 
debts incurred by the former Junta will be liqui- 
dated. All purchases of stores or provisions for 
the army are made by the Commissaxy-in-chirf, 
and are paid for either by cash, or by bills upon 
the treasury, payable on demand. The dficers of 
this department are regularly cmnmissioned by the 
Prince, and hold nearly die same rank as the x)ffi- 
cers of the British commissariat department. The 
farmer is no longer afraid to bring forward hk 
grain for sale; and the great attention which 
Marshal Beresford has paid to the just demands a 
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the pea^KLQtry, has been ccMnpletely successful in A.D.igi^ 
gaining their confidence. The transport-depart* '^*^^ 
ment has also been regulated, and rendered more 
efficient as well as less expensive, so that the 
commissariat department of the Portuguese army 
is now nearly upon a par with that of the British. 
The officers of the Portuguese army have no 
allowance of bat or forage money ; but, in that 
army, every commissioned c^cer lias a certain 
number of rations of provision and forage, ac« 
cording to his rank ; and if he dpes not draw the 
whole in kind, he has an allowance in monfey for 
each undrawn ration, which is in &ct almost the 
same thing as the sum of money given to the Bri-* 
tish officers, under the title of allowance fw bat 
and forage. 

When Sir William Catr Beresford took the com- Medical 

. , Depart- 

mand of the Portuguese army, its hospital, or mem. 
medical department, was managed by a board call* 
ed the " Central Junta,^* which sat in Lisbon, 
and was composed of the Physician-general of 
the army, the Surgeon-general, and ,an officer 
who is called the Contador-fiscal *. The Medi^ 



. ♦ This officer is Controller of hospital accounts, and also the 
Treasurer and Purveyor of the department. 
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A.B.i8i2.cal Staff consisted of a First Physician and First 
Surgeon of the army. Physicians and Surgeons 
of Brigades, Physicians and Surgeons of Hospi- 
tals, Surgeon-Majors, and Assistant^Surgeons of 
Hospitals, and Infirmeiros *. 

Almost the whole of the higher appointments 
in this department were complete sinecures. The 
Physician-general had retired on full pay, and his 
duty was done by a gentleman who had the com- 
mission of Physician-general during the war 
onlyt. The Surgeon-general had emigrated .to 
the Rio de Janeiro with his Prince, leaving a de- 
puty who did no duty ; and the . Condator-fiscal, 
enjoying the good things of his office, had also 
got an assistant appointed, who did the duty ; so 
that, in fact, the heads of the medical depart- 
ment acted altogether by deputy : but, wretched 
as this Junta was, from the way in which it was 
conducted, these officers performed some duty, 
which was not the case with the general and regi- 
mental staff. The gentlemen who were called 
Physicians of Brigades had never seen the troops 
to which they were said to be attached j nor in- 



* A description of hospital-assistants, rather more respect- 
able than common ward-masters. 

t This gentleman also retired, and got another to act as his 
deligado. 
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deed was their presence iiecesisaiy, as they had ^D.isii^ 
never possessed the means of performing ond act 
of duty to the sick. And thoi^h the sick of the 
army were sent to general hospitals, those physi- 
cians were equally unknown in such establish- 
ments ; and, indeed,^^ though highly paid, were 
to be heard of and traced only through the pay- 
Jists of the treasiiry j and many of the medical 
officers of the army, amongst whom the person 
supposed to be performing the duties of the Sur- 
geon-general was pne, would never have been 
discovered but for this clue : they had retired to 
remote quarters of the kingdom, and there lived 
in idleness, enjoying the fruits of their pensions^ 
or pursuing private practice. 

The organization of the Regimental was, if 
possible, still worse than that of the General Staff. 
Every regiment was furnished with a Surgeon- 
major, and six Assistant-surgeons ; but these, as 
if to defraud the country which incurred such an 
expense, were rendered nugatory and useless, and 
positively prevented from performing * any duty 
vwhatever. The laws of Portugal prevent Sur- 
geons from interfering in any manner, or pre- . 
scribing, in a medical case, if a Physician lives 
in the district; and, by a law passed in fa- 
vour of the Apothecaries, they were prevent- 
ed from compounding or mixing drugs; and I 
was told that they were sworn upon the Holy 

.gle 
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..D.1812. Evangelists, npt to interfere in the drawing of 
teeth } the Surgeon's duty was to perform openu 
tions and dress wounds^ but he was neither fur* 
nished with instruments to perform the fir^ nor 
means of doing the last. The sick stoldier was 
therefore left to nature, <tr the chanqe succour of 
some convent or clmritafole institution, until he 
could be removed to a general military hospital, 
where he came under the treatment of Civil Phy- 
sicians and Surgeons, and from which it rardy 
happened that he returned to his corps* 

Many of the gentlemen who held the commis^ 
sion of Surgeon-majors of raiments, had never 
performed one iict of duty to a patient j and, 
from the manner in which they opposed every in- 
novation. They seemed most firmly determined 
never to perform one. Others, favoured by their 
commanding officer, from whom, without any 
previous Qxamination, they had received their ap- 
pointments, lived, like the physicians above men- 
tioned, remote from their corps, or served in the 
families of their patrons, or were lent to some 
grandee of the court. The sick and infirm sot 
dier was therefore hurried to the general hospital^ 
the receptacle of all, where, in many instances, 
the Civil Physicians, combined with the local de- 
partments, and supported by the head of the me-' 
dical staff, reaped their full harvest of sinecure 
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fend peculation. The plunder upon the state was A.D.1812, 
incalculable ; for as all employed must have par- ^'^^'"^^""^. 
ticipated in the secret, so all shared in the gene-* 
tal pillage. Monstrous as this abuse was, and 
loudly as it called for correction, the British me- 
dical officer^ when introduced to .the Poituguese 
tService^ was forced to shut his eyes to its extent, 
and attend to the more urgent duties of humanity 
in succouring and preserving the sick. 

The only person in the country who possessed 
{Sufficient virtue and resolution to reform the depart- 
ment, and whose abilities were equal to the task, 
was confined in the dungeons of the Inquisition, 
through the intrigues of the Physician-general, 
tvho, it appeared, was anxious to make the most 
<>f his appointments* It is impossible to conceive 
how much stxt was used for obtaining possession 
of the sick soldier's body, in order that it might 
be made a medium of plunder upon the state. ^ 
The general hospitals were spread over the coun- 
try as traps into which he Was made tO fall, and 
from which, from his innate love of indolence, 
and the indulgence of better fare than he was 
accustomed to, he seldom made an effort to re- 
treat ; and, when once received within the walls 
of tbesi hospitals, it wais a difficult matter to get 
him removed from them, even when restored to 
perfect health. In such receptacles as these, 

R 
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A.D. 1812. founded and supported upon such principles, it 
^"^^^^"^^ need scarcely be added, that humanity, good or- 
der, and medical science, were equally forgotten 
and neglected. No one attempted to enforce 
even the shadow of discipline, and the picture 
which many of the general hospitals exhibited 
may be conceived, but cannot possibly be de- 
scribed. They were infinitely more destructive 
to the army than the sword of the enemy, and 
they would have destroyed it much faster than it 
could have been recruited, had it not been for 
> the exertions of Marshal Beresford. He early 

foresaw the consequences of a department so re- 
gulated, and indeed they were soon felt ; for 
when the army took the field in 1809, there were 
not ten Assistant-surgeons with the whole of the 
forces, and even those deserted when they came 
to pass the frontier. 

As the above sketch may appear to the British 
reader somewhat incredible, I shall beg leave to 
digress for a moment, to inquire more minutely 
into the causes which had operated to produce 
these abuses* 

When the Chevalier ARAUja was appointed se- 
cretary at war, he found the medical department 
. V of the army in a. worse state than I have describ- 
ed it. Some reform was absolutely necessary, but 
the heads of the department, at that period, were 
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ill able to accomplish his views. Under these dr- ^ d*i812S* 
cumstances, Araujo made choice of Dr Abran- 
T£s, a physician in Lisbon, Who had risen by his 
abilities to the first practice in that city. He s^ 
pointed him Inspector-general of military hospi-^ 
tals, and the department was entirely given up to 
his contronl and management. A new code qf 
regulations was drawn up by Abrantes, and mea 
of integrity and worth were promoted in the ser- 
vice. The enormous expences of the general hos- 
pitals were reduced more than two-thirds, and 
many of the most flagrant abuses were corrected. 
But the entrance of the French army into Portugal 
put an end to his labours, and the intrigues of his 
enemies got him removed from the department, 
very soon after the restoration of the kingdom *. 
A very different system was adopted by the 
successors of Abrantes. Relations and favourites 
were the only persons admitted to offices of trust 
and importance, while worth and merit were al- 
together banished from the department. The 
Physician-general was incapable of exertion him- 
self, and he attempted to regulate the department 
without quitting Lisbon ; but, instead of regulat- 
ing, he brought it to the state already described, 
and it has been nothing improved by his Deligado* 

* His Royal Highness the Prince Regent of Portugal was 
R 2 
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A.D.isiii; The impossibSity of keeping the anny in the 

^^"^"^^^^ field without an efficient medical staff, was early 

felt by Sir William Carr Beresford ; and on his 

making a r^resentation of this to the Britbh go* 

vemmenti stn Injector of Hospitals, and twelve 



pleased, on the 8th of January 18 Id, to declare the innocence 
and fidelity of Dr Abrantes. Thii waf^ sentence which he had 
every reason to expect from one of the best of Princes ; and I 
certainly supposed that he would have been restored imme-» 
diately to his former situation in the medical department of the 
army, as, from what I have seen and do know, I am led to be- 
lieve, that it is only under the superintendance of such a man 
that the existing abuses can be thoroughly corrected. 

Atpraeni tie extra expencesqftke nulitary hospUdU cfthe P&r* 
tiiguese armf exceed L. 80>000 per annum ! /-—I have before me a 
fewmemoranda^ which were submitted to the Commander-in-chieC 
by Mr Fergusson^t the beginning of last year, in which he has 
proven from facts, that the sick of the army can be taken care ' 
6f, and better too than they are at present, without putting the 
country to one farthing of additional expeme ! Now, eigUy 
thousand pounds are certainly of some moment at the present 
time, both to England and Portugal ; and I should think that 
any plan for saving such a sum is worthy of consideration ; and 
I have no hesitation in affirming, that under such men as Dr 
Abrantes and Mr Fergusson, who possess zeal, activity, and 
intelligence, not only this sum would be saved, but that the de- 
partment would be brought to a degree of perfection seldom 
equalled. Under the present system of intrigue and favouri- 
tism^ it must go on from bad to worsQ. 
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Staff Surgeons, were appointed to the ^ forces A.0.1819. 
under his x^ommand. 

Dr McGregor, who was appointed the Inspec* 
tor of Hospitals, did not proceed on this service, 
SQ that the junior officers arrived in Portugal un« 
d6r many disadvantages ; yet, with this little band 
of British medical officers. Marshal Beresford 
was able, m a great measure, to stem the dread- 
ful tide of mortality which, at one tiipe, threa- 
tened to leave him without a soldier in the field. 
Nothing proved so detrimental, or tended to limit 
their exertions so much, as their being reported 
to the Portuguese government as Surgeons. The 
term was laid hold of by the head of the depart- 
ment, to degrade them in the eyes erf the army, 
and of the native medical officers ; and the laws 
of the country were brought into play, that their 
usefulness might be limited*. Notwithstand- 
ing^ all these disadvantages, however, they were 
able to enforce order, regi|larity, and discij^ne, 
in the hospitals where they held the superintend 
4ence. 

Early in 1810, "William Fergusson, Esq. was 



^ The writer of these Observations, and some of his bre- 
thren, have been frequently told, that they could not perform 
duties both important and necessary, because they fvere ^wr- 
geons. 
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4.D.1812. appointed Inspector of Hospitals, vice McGregor, 
. and an*ived at Lisbon. This gentleman was soon, 
convinced of the wretched state pf the whole de- 
partment, and he lost no time in pointing oyt to 
the Commander-in-chief such arrangements and 
alterations as were more immediately called for *• 
According to the Jaw, as it stood in 1809, the 
' Physician-general, by virtue of his conjmission, 
had the appointment pf all Physicians, Surgeons, 
Assistant-surgeons of Hospitals, and Infirmeiros, 
with such pay and allowances as he judged pro- 
per J and those officers were always chosen from 
the civil practitioners of the city or town whef e the 
military hospital was established. Thje Physicians 
and Surgeons of Brigades were recommended by 
the Physician-general, and commissioned by the 
Prince. 'The Surgeon-majors of regiments, hoWf 
ever, were appointed by warrant frpm the Colo- 
* . 

* Mr Fergusson was appointed Inspector-generdi of Portu^ 
guese military hospitals, by the .Governors of Portugal, and his 
authority in the department was declared to be equal with that 
<pf the. Physician-general ; but when his commission came from 
the Brazils, it was found that he was appointed only an Inspec- 
tor of Hospitals, for the purpose of superintending the concerns 
<)f such British sick as should be ad^iitted into Portuguese hps- » 
pitals ! 1 And he was expressly prohibited, by his commission, 
from interfering with the duties of the Physician-generaJ. 
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xiel of the corps, and the Assistant-surgeon hadA.D.i8i3. 
only the nomination of the Surgeon-major. The 
Physicians and Surgeons of Brigades, though 
commissioned officers, had no rank in the army j 
the Surgeon-major ranked as the junior subaltern 
of his corps, and the Assistant-surgeons were 
considered as second Seijeants. Mr Fergusson 
was at great pains to make himself acquainted 
with the existing laws and customs of the service, 
and being well aw^re of the impossibility of , doing 
any thing with a staflf so degraded, he was en- 
abled, within two months after his arrival, to get 
the regimental staff put upon a most respectable 
footing. To prevent ignorant or improper per- 
sons being admitted into the seryice, a board, 
consisting of the Physieian-general, and one Bri- 
tish and two Portuguese Surgeons, was establish- 
ed in Lisbon, to examine all candidates for regi- 
mental appointments ; and, according as they 
were found qualified by this board, they were ap- 
pointed Surgeon-majors or Assistant-surgeons of 
regiments. A decree of the Portuguese gov^rn-% 
ment was also obtained, that all medical officers 
approved of by this board as Surgeqn-majors, 
should have the rank of Captain in the regimenl;s 
fo which they were appointed j and that Assis- 
tant-surgeons should have the rank of Lieute- 
;iiants. The pay of Surgeon-major was raised from 
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A. D.i 812. twelve to thirty mil reas per month, and that of 
' Assistant-surgeon from six mil reas to twenty. 

In the beginning of 1810, a very considerable 
supply of hospital bedding, and of surgical in^ 
struments and apparatus^ was sent out from £ng« 
land for the Portuguese forcei?. These Mr Fer- 
gusson took care t^ dispose of to the best advan* 
tage. Every regiment was fumii^ed with thirty 
sets of hospital bedding^ and a most excellent 
field equipment of medicines, instruments, and 
surgical materials* The British officers wer^ 
either recommended to be continued with bri- 
gades, qr attached to general hospitals, as it was 
3upposed their services would be most beneficial 
to the country. 

It is therefore due to thip officer to state, that 
in the shprt period of four months after his ar« 
rival in the country, the medical department of 
the Portuguese army was placed upon a better 
and more efficient footing than it ever had been, or 
could ever have been under the native pfficer$ at 
that time ill the service ; and had the government 
dnd Coipniander-in*chief permitted Mr Ferguson's 
plans and regulations to have been carried intf 
effect to their full extent, I have no hesitation iii 
saying, that the Portuguese would have been 
jequal, if not superior, to any nation in Europe^ 
in the hospitf4*department of their army. 
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The regulations for the management of general a. D.i8if?. 
hospitals in Portugal occupy 60 folio pages. They ^'^^^'^ 
were compiled by Dr Abrantes in ] 805, an4 are di- 
vided into three sectipns. The first, which is in a 
great measure taken from the French regulations of 
1801, treaty of the classificatipn and establish- 
ment of hospitals, apd of the transport of the 
sick. The second, which- contains two chapters, 
regulates the healtlvdepartmept. It is original, 
and adapted to the custoiQs and exigencies of the 
country j as also the third section, which treats 
of the purveyor-department, and regulates the 
finance, ^s well as the police, of the military 
hospitals. In the first edition of these Observa- 
tions, I have stated, that with some excellent 
regulations, this code contained many useless, 
if not absurd directions, I stated this from hav- 
ing witnessed, for more than two yep,rs, the in- 
comprehensible, and often absurd manner, in ' 
which these regulations were explained by the 
present chief of the medical department. 

I have already observed, that the sick in the 
general hwpitals are treated by the practitionersf 
of civil life. The pay allowed these officers, ai| 
regulated by the head of the department, forms so 
miserable a stipend, that, to avoid starving, they 
are obliged to pursue their private practice, and 
thus neglect their hospital j or if they do give 
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A.D. 1812. their time to the hospital, they must look for re- 
^"^^^"•^"^ muneration from the corrupt perquisites of their 
' place ; and as in many cases they are forced into 
the service, and compelled to treat the sick sol- 
dier completely against their wills, the hospital- 
duties form but a secondary consideration, and 
occupy but little of their time or attention. 

The immediate government of every hospital 
is entrusted to the First Physician, whose duties 
and responsibility are detailed at great length in 
the book of regulations, and though apparently 
clothed with great authority, he has in fact very 
little. Having no military rank or power, he 
cannot find fault with the diet, treatment, or ge* 
neral management of any patient, nor can he dis^ 
miss even the most subordinate ojBScer on the 
establishment *. The Portuguese hospitals foi-m a 
civil department under the direction of the Secret 
tary at War, and over which the military officer 
has, legally speaking, no controul wJiatever. No 
hospital-officer can be tried by a xrourt-niartial^ 
and, according to the book of iregulations, villains 
and inhuman servants are to be punished by fine, 
reprimand, and dismissal, &Cj. &c;. 



* That is, according to the explanations given of the ldWl>y 
:^e Deligado of the Physician-general, 
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There are two distinct sets of officers m every a.d.isis, 
inilitary hospital, and who are perfectly indepen- ^""V^^ 
dent of each other. The officers of health are 
governed by their First Physician, and those of 
the " Fazenda,** or store department, are under 
the superintendence of an '' Almoxarife," or Pur- 
veyor of the hospital. But, instead of following 
a clear and simple system, every hospital has 
First &nd Second Physicians, First and Second 
Surgeons; and jalthough the First Physician is^ 
considered the immediate director of the hospital, 
the Surgeons and Assistant-surgeons are governed 
pnly by their immediate chief, the First Surgeon; 
while the Apothecaries and Infirmeiros are direct- 
ed by the chiefs of their respective classes; The 
Regulamento certainly gives the First Physician 
complete authority, but the subsequent explana?. 
tions of Dr Barreto have set aside that authoy 
rity*. 

» ■ I . ' ' ; " ■ _ . ' J ' . ' ' ' ' . " ' * ■ ' ' 

. * When I was at Lamego in March last, the apothecary of 
the military hospital in that city had purchased some corrupted 
bark, which he had smuggled into the hospital, and was dis:? 
pensing to the sick soldiers. The fraud w^s detected by the vi-- 
gilance of the First Physician, and a board of medical officers 
ordered to examine his stores. The report of this board, an4 
its censure of the apothecary, were transmitted to, the deligadQ 
of Hhe Physician-general. But, instead of being dismissed mi}\ 
disgrace, as was expected) he was caressed by Dr Barreto, an^ 
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A. D. 1812. Tlie second description of officers, viz. those 
^''^^^^^^ who have the charge of the hospital stores, and 
who are entrusted with the providing of every 
thing necessary for those hospitals, or for the sick, 
are so numerous, that it would appear as construct- 
ed for the purpose of covering corruption, and that 
their number should render detection impossible ; 
for beside the " Ahnoxarife,*' or Purveyor, there 
are " Escriyads," Accountants; ** Escriptuarios,'* 
Clerks j " Compradors,*' Buyers j " Fiels," Store- 
keepers, and Assistant-fiels without number. All 
officers of this class are appointed by the Conti- 
dbr-fiscal. The Almo?arife is supposed to have 
the complete command of the funds of the hos- 
pitd, yet the Comprador makes his own bargains j 
and in fact, among ^uct a multitiide of people^ 
no one knows his proper duties, so that the ser- 
vice stands still, and .the sick are eptirely ne^ 
glected. 

The Physicians introduced into the military 



the First Physician cen$ur^ for allowing the bark Xo enter the 
hospital !— By the regulations, the apothecary cannot receive 
\any article into his stores, wn^il it is examined by a board ot 
medical officers. Here, then, a subordinate officer was protect- 
ed in direct violation of the law, and the chief of the establish- 
ment censured for doing his duty.— This is but one of many cir- 
cumstances of a similar nature which I could state^ and of whici 
I have the dofciimients m my possession. 
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hospitals by the Physician-general and his Deli-A.15.i8i2. 
gado were certainly, in the practical part of their 
profession, about a century behind the rest of 
^Europe, I have attended to their hospital-prac- 
tice for many months ; I liave reasoned with them 
on the mode of treatment of several diseases ; 
and, though I have found several gentlemen who 
could reason theoretically on the modm tractandi^ I 
have uniformly found that their treatment differed 
very materially from their reasoning. I must ex- 
cept, however, in this statement, a De Caldas, a 
Jordan, and a Scciueira, as well as a Bobello, a 
SoARES, and a C0RA9A, men of honour and inte- 
grity, well acquainted with their profession, and 
zealous in the service of their country. 

In the military hospitals, all the remedies which 
are prescribed for the sick are" reduced to a kind 
of distinct pharmacopeia for each hospital. The 
different formulae are numbered, and instead of 
writing his prescription at length, the Physician 
has only to order such a number ;. the doses, and 
proper modes of administering which, the Infir- 
meiros are supposed to know perfectly; as, though 
the method of preparing or forming the prescrip- 
tion is sufBcientlyppinted out in these formulae, no- 
thing is said about the doses or manner of gisnng 
the remedy. It would be a great saving of labour, 
if the same method was adopted in the British haSf 
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A.D.i8i2.pital3. The pharmacopeia of each hospital is in 
^ general formed by the First Physician of that 
Iiospital, with the assistance of the other Physi- 
cians^ and, id supposed to c<intain a sufficient 
number of simple and compound medicines, with 
their combinations^ for every possible disease that 
can occur ; it is called the *• Formulario/' ^md 
occupies generally the first twenty or thirty pages 
of the hospital pirescripticto-book. In examining 
a number of these formularios(, I fitid that decoc- 
tions, of one sort or another, but generally of 
dried herbs, ridiculously simple, form more than 
three-fourths of the whole; almost every medi- 
cine is given in the form of decoction by the 
uninformed military Physicians; common mix- 
tures are used but seldom, and I rarely found 
that they gave medicines in the form of pills ; 
bark was almost always given in decoction, and 
was used indiscriminately in every species of 
jfever; purgatives were never had recourse to, 
and they appeared to have the utmost horror 
for the lancet. I am speaking here of what 
I observed in some of the provincial military 
hospitals ; for, in the course of a most intimate 
acquaintance with the general hospital prac- 
tice in Portugal for nearly two years, I can de- 
clare, that I n'ever knew general blood-letting 
used as a remedy in disease j and I have oftea 
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seen objections, made to the use of blisters in a. ixisisk 
complaints where a liberal and free use of the 
lancet would have been most effectual. I have 
seen patients die from impeded respiration, the 
consequence of active and severe inflammation 
of the pleura, while the Physician calmly order- 
ed the sacraments to be administered, and trusted 
the cure to the known virtues of a common and 
trifling pectoral decoction. I allude to the prac- 
tice of some physicians in the hospitals of Abran- 
tes and Figueira. 

I do not mention these things by way of re- 
proach upon the profession, but to shew the de- 
scription of medical officers which were introdu- 
ced into the service in that country by the late 
Physician-general and his Deligado; They have 
no idea of the use of the cold bath in fever ^ 
and so afraid are many of exposing the patient 
to the air, that the be^urd was seldom or ne- 
ver allowed to be shaved j and I have known 
a Physician visit a sick soldier in the hospi- 
tal daily for two jnonths, without ever thinking 
of ordering his hands and face to be washed, or 
of even suggesting a change of linen. This cir- 
cumstance occurred in the hospital at Abranf es, 
and the Physician's name was " Santos.** 
, To sum up the, whole, they had not the small- 
est idea of that active and decided practice b^v 
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A.. D. 1812. which acute diseases are often arrested in their 
^^^^'^^'^^ progress at the beginnings and by which,* in the 
military service, the soldier is at once restored to 
health and his duty. The use of calomel, of an- 
timony, and of the stronger {torgatires, and, in 
short, of every active remedy whatever, was little 
known, and the patient was often left, without any 
real assistance from medicine, io take his chance 
in the crowded wards of the holjpital^ while the 
disease run its course. The delirium consequent 
upon the doctrines of Brown, when ill understood, 
strongly pervade)} the younger part of the profes- 
sion in Portugal, and its effects are manifested in 
their practice, by a strenuous cultivation of costive- 
ness, and the administration of wine, animal food^ 
and other heating articles, at the beginning of all 
acute, febrile diseases. In chronic ailments, 
when the routine of decoction had failed to per- 
form a cure, or rather when the disease had failed( 
to destroy the patient in the usual time, he was ge- 
nerally sent to the warm baths at Caldas, where, in 
the summer months, some hundred of Malingerers 
were frequently collected* It required the positive^ 
command of Marshal Beresford to oblige the army 
Physicians to use mercur}' in sjrphilis ; and when 
the British medical oflScers were introduced into* 
their hospitals, they found patients who had been 
eight and ten montlis in the hospital with the com- 
mon itch, ^ , 
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This is a strong picture, bat I can appeal to all a.d*i8ii2. 
my professional brethren who are, or have been 
in Portugal, for its justness : and though, in pri- 
vate life, many scientific men are to be met with 
who possess, a knowledge of their profession, and 
are an honour to their country, yet few of these » 
individuals are to be found in the medical depart^ 
ment of the army under the present management j 
and eveti these few are so harassed by intrigues 
and misrepresentations, that I believe they would 
give double their salary to 4>e quit of their ap- 
pointments. 

There is no want of talent in P<»tugal, and . 
when men of ik^ience have been r^ained in the 
8arvice,or induced by their love for their country * 

and their Prince to devote their attention toji*^ 
the military hospitak under their management 
have risen . to a degree of excellence seldom e« 
quaUed i and I feel a pleasure ih recording, las a 
conclusion to these remarks, that the general mi^ 
Ktary hospitals in tbe^ city of Coimbra, under the 
direction of Dr Antonio d* Almeida Caldas, Sub* 
stil^e-professor of Medicine, are now as perfect 
as any institutions of the kind can possibly be 
made. , , 
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CHAP. VIL 



A General View of the Present State of tlie 
Kingdom qf Portugal. 



A.D.i8i3. As the constitution of Portugal is in a great miea- 
sure purely military, every male subject, I hav« 
more than once observed, is bom a soldier, and 
ol^ged to serve in one or other of the descrip- 
tions of force which have been organized in the 
kingdom. Affonso I. received the title of King 
from his army on the Campo d*Ourique, but he re* 
ceived no addition to the powers which he slxe^jfy 
possessed as Infant of Portugal, and General of 
the army. The laws which were judged necessa^ 
ry for the government of the kingdom were fram- 
ed by the General Cortes, and submitted to the 
"Monarch for his sanction j and while the three 
estates of the kingdom continued to deliberate 
for the public good, we find them equaUy alive 
to the glory of their Sovereign, the independence 
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of their nation, and their own personal liberty, a- ^-^^^^^ 
The meetings of this body, however, have been 
discontinued in latter times, and the laws and re- 
gulations are now issued by the King in council. 
The restrictions upon the royal prerogative, if 
there were any, have fallen into disuse, and the 
Sovereign has become in a great imeasure an " ab^ 
solute Monarch/' 

Valour, and a strong desire of military fame^ 
have always been the leading features of the Por- 
tuguese character; and when commanded by 
their Princes, or by officers in whom they could 
confide, they have, in every period of their ex* 
istence as a nation^ distinguished thiemselves as 
soldiers* But the revolutions of ages, and the 
corrupt manners of modern times, have had a 
powerful effect upon the moral, as well as physi- 
cal constitution of that and every other nation in 
Europe* These effects are more visible among 
the higher classes in Portugal, than among the 
middling and lower classes. The Portuguese Fi- 
dalgos are certainly not that high-spirited, ho- 
nourable race of men they were some centuries 
ago; yet there are many, and a great many too, 
of the nobility of that kingdom, who would do 
honour to any nation, and to any age. The ear* 
ly introduction of the luxuries of the East into 
Portugal, the system of bribery and corruption 
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A. D. 1812. which was resorted to by Philip IL of Spain to se- 
^•^"""^^^^ cure the crown, on the death of the Cardinal 
Henry, and which it was necessary to continue 
during the whole period of the usurpation, toge- 
ther with that indolence and inactivity which a 
want of prc^r obgects of ambition has induced,, 
have all contributed to produce that degeneracy 
which has long continued to exist. The Court of 
the Inquisition has also been a severe check upon 
the mental improvement of the Portuguese, both 
high and low ; and the jealousies and intrigues of 
the clergy have in almost every instance cn^t 
^the very buddings of genius. 

In the hands of wicked and designing men, the 
holy religion of Jirsus has often, in every coun- 
try, been perverted to the worst of purposes ; 
and it is but too evident, that Portugal has suf- 
fered as much as any other from the interference 
of the ministers of religion in things foreign to 
their holy office. They have long possessed a 
powerful interest in the state^ and many of the 
miseries of that now suffering country, may stUi 
be traced to their too great influence with well- 
meaning Sovereigns. 

The celebrated D. Luis da Cunha, ambassador 
of Peter II. and John V. at the court of France, 
in his political testament, which was addressed by 
him in Jiis latter daj^s to Joseph I. while he was^ 
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Prince of Rrazfls, observes, that " when his High- A.D.1812. 
ne^s came to the throne, he would find. many fine 
towns and villages almost deserted, such as, the 
cities of Lamego and Guarda, and the villfiges of 
FundSo and Covilam, in the Ppper Beira, and the 
city of Bragan9a in the province of Tm$ os Mdn- 
tes» That if he should ask why these places 
were in ruins, and their manufactures destroyed, 
he might find few who would dare to tell hjkn the 
truth, namely, that the Inquisition, imprisoning 
and destroying many for the crime of Judaism), 
^nd oWiging others to fly with their Qapital for 
fear of confiscation, or of being imprisoned also, 
had xiesoiated these cities aiid towns, and ruined 
the manufactures of the country, which, for the 
most part, were carried on by the people denomi- 
nated " New ChrisHam */' 

In the present contest, the clergy have taken 
an active and zealous part in the cai>se of Europe 
^nd of their country, and their suflferings and sa- 
crifices have in some measure atoned for their foif- 
mer delinquencies. 

The exertions of the Bishop of Oporto, (now 
the Patriarch elect), at the beginning of the Re- 



* The descendants of the Jews, who, in the time of King 
Manuel, were compelled to conform to the Christian religion. 
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A. D. 1812. volution, itiust be fr^sh in the recollection of 
every one. They are hinted at in the sli^ 
sketch which I have given of the events of that 
period ; and I have to add, that the unwearied 
zeal with which his Excellency still attends to the 
affairs of the nation, is such as to entitle him to 
the respect and gratitude of both Prince and 
peasant. 

Principal Souza, another ornament of the 
church, deserves also to be particularly mention- 
ed. His family have long been endeared to their 
Sovereign and their country, and his Excellency 
has certainly been of infinite service to both in 
the present glorious struggle for the independence 
of Portugal *• 

I have been Jed to believe, that the law which 
prevents intermarriages in Portugal has tended to 
weaken the mental as well as bodily powers of the 
higher classes ; for in all nations where the nobility 
are prevented from intermarrying with the people, 
the former will infallibly degenerate. The oak, 
though it flourish for ages in the soil where it is 
planted, will at last cease to grow. The posses- 
sion of absolute power by the monarch is also un? 



• Their Excellendcs the Patriarch, and Principal Souza^ are 
mnnbers of the Regency. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Chap- VII.] OF PORTUGAL^ l m 

:&vourableto the preservation of truth and ho-^^^^^. 
nesty in his court ; and the system of private or 
secret denunciations, (first introduced by the 
Court of Inquisition), has been the cause of many 
cxueland unjust proceedings against innocent, un- 
ofiending individuals. 

In reviewing the characters of the various 
Priijices who have filled the throne of Portugal, I 
do not find it. possible to apply the word Tyrant 
to any onej and if they have erred in latter 
tinoies, ithas been in not taking that active part 
in th^ administration of affairs whiph was really 
necessary, and in delegating to their ministers 
(often disposed to be tyrants) powers which they 
ought to have exercised personally. For. a long 
time past, the courts of justice have been acknow- , 
ledged to be notoriously corrupt, and the known 
jmerciful disposition of the Sovereign has but too 
often given a boldness to villainy, which it could 
z\ot otherwise have i^ttained. The tyranny and 
oppression of the magistrates in some of the dis* 
tant parts of the kingdom, have in many instances 
exceeded all bounds, and the vile and mercenai-y 
conduct of such wretches has but too often tend- 
ed to bring the government of the country into 
disrepute with strangers, who either could not 
know^ [or had not an opportunity of ascertain- 
ing, the true state of things* 
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A.B.1812. In Portugal, the peasant^ contented with his 
humble lot^ bis few wishes beyond what the 
spot where he lives can gratify ) however much 

^ he may be oppressed, his sutferings seldom reach 

farther than his own village ; and though convin* 
ced of the innate goodness of the Prince? and of 
the justice which would ^e done him by the go- 
^rernment, he almost never thinks o£ carrying Im 
complaints to the foot of the Uirone, It is there* 
fore evident, that no blame can attach to a govern* 
inent for permitting such evils, when, their e^det^ 
*nce is unknown to that government ; and there 
is no fre^ press, as in this country, to bring these 
transgressions before eiliier the government or the 
people* 
A consciousness of this, too^ often induced a 
. continuance of that system of oppression, which, 
happily for the nation, is, I trust, for ever at an 
end. The present government, active and vigi* 
lant, has been quick to punish, as well as to re* 
ward, in the civil departments of the state ; vfiiile 
the firm and manly conduct of Sir William Carr 
Beresford has succeeded in eradicating from the 
military service,* thojSMB villains who had long de^ 
graded both it and the nation. 

The mass of the inhabitants of large cities, led 
away by their passions and their vices, are neariy 
ihe same in eveiy country ; and although they 
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may influeoce the revoliition& in a natioil, a vir-A.D.tMfi. 
tuous and loyal peasantry will ^ all times give ^'^^'^'^^ 
stability to a throne. Jn this respect Portiigal ia 
peculiarly blessed, for the little intercourse which 
is kept up between different parts of the n^ion 
has entirely prevented th^ spreading of corrup- 
tion to any ^eat extent ; . and in liie interior we 
find a happy, contented, and loyal race of inha- 
bitants, among whom Christianity exists in some- 
what of its primitive purity, and who are blessed 
with a truly large portion of the milk of human 
kindness. Amidst all the wild and revolutionary 
speculations of the last twenty-five years, they 
have femained alike firm to their religion and 
their Prince, and have bafiled every attempt <rf 
enlightened and intriguing revolutionists to eon* 
vert them ; and no Sovereign on earth is more 
teuly beloved by his subjects, than John, Prince 
Regent of Portugal I do not speak at present 
iroln the reports or information o£ others ; I have 
travelled over the greater part of Portugal, wnd 
have been a frequent and admiring witness of both ^ 
their loyalty and devotion. There is a class, c€ 
Portuguese, howairer, among whom every spedes 
of low cunning and intrigue is prevalent to a 
great degree. The origin of these vices may be 
trac6d to the unjust and tyrannical measures re- 
ijorted to iij the days of King Manuel, for th? 
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A.i>. 1812. conversion and extirpation of the Jews j and thdr 
^^^^^*^ preservation is in some respects owii^ to the in- 
quisitorial persecutions which the New Christians 
have suffered in every succeeding age. But, as 
these persecutions are at an end, it is to be hoped 
that their effects will soon pass away, and sin- 
cerity and confidence be restored among every 
class of citizens* 

For many years, nay for centuries, the popula- 
tion of Portugal has been upon the decline. 
This has been owing to the rapid increase of re- 
ligious establishments during that period, and 
also to the voluntary as well as forced emigration 
to the colonies in America, but chiefly to the al- 
most total neglect of agriculture, of which I shall 
treat in the next section. 

According to the best information which I 
have been able to procure, the population was 
not greater forty years ago than at present, 
though it has certainly varied much in the inter^^ 
vening period. I am not altogether convinced, 
however, that the return which is given by the 
Author of a Memoir on the Population of Portu- 
gal, in the Transactions of the Royal Academy 
of Sciences, Vol. I. is completely to be relied 
upon. It is said to have been collected by the 
Bishops in 1770-1, soon after the present est^ 
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blishment of Bishoprics ; but as the calculation ^^-^^^ 
is made at five persons to every inhabited house, 
it must differ considerably from the real popula- 
tion, that pumber being by no means a fair pro- 
portion for the kingdom in general. 

The table which I now present to the public, 
jnay be relied on for its accuracy. It was taken 
at the beginning of last year, from the actual re- 
turns of each parish, and first given to the publio 
in the Investigador Portuguez, a literary and po-» 
litical Journal, published monthly in London ; 
and I have ascertained its correctness by a gom-r 
parison with the original documents. 
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Population qf Fortiigdl in 181 !• 



A. D. 1812. 



1 


j 


•sS«J 


Number of Inhabitants. 




I 


1 


l|| 






Males of different ages. 


Females. 






\ " 


From 1 to 7, S7,12« 


36,(H7 


- 








7 to 25, 69,196 
25 to 40, 53,626 


69,691 










40 to 60, 50,245 


47,846 






» 
(4 




60 to 80, 18,773 


17,846 






g 




80 to 100, 2,005 


1,749 




< 


s 


m 


Above 100, 7 


17 


117,730 


230,080 


222,597 


Born in 1810, 7,544 


7,234 


« 






Died in ditto, 8,102 


7,372 










Diminution of po- 












pulation, - 658 


138 








From 1 to 7, 5,629 


5,244 




« 






7 to 25, 10,278 


10,547 




H 






25 to 40, 6,222 


7,656 




H 




• 


40 to 60, 6,789 
60 to 80, 3,134 


7,134 

. 3,774 






• 




80 to 100, 302 


325 






s 
s 


50 


Above 100, 2 


3 


17,948 


32,356 


34,683 


Bom in 1810, 1,021 


993 








Died in ditto, 920 


854 










Increase of popula- 
tion, - m 101 


139 
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H 



< 



O «^ 

12; -Sw 



Number of Inhabitants. 



Males of di^rent ages. Females. 



37 



17 



From 1 to 
7to 
25 to 
40 to 
60 to 
80 to 100, 
Above 100, 



7, 
25, 
40, 
60, 
80, 



«>908 
4,956 
2,976 
3,147 
1,179 
113 
5 

15,284 



Bom in 1810, 528 
Died in ditto, 6OO 
Diminution of po- 
pulation, - 72 



594 
544 

Incr. 52 



From 1 to 

7to 

25 to 

40 to 

fiOto 



7, 
25, 
40, 
Go, 
80, 



80 to 100, 



576 

Sy566 

2,283 

2,029 

840 

77 



9,^65 



Bern in 1810, 
Died in ditto. 
Increase of popula* 
tion, •• 



SSO 
^$5 



81 



From 1 to 
7to 
25 to 
40 to 
60 to 
80 to 100, 
Above 100, 



7, 

25, 

40, 

.60, 

80, 



6,423 

11,838 

7,214 

6,438 

2,142 

181 





2,96s 
4,787 
3,864 
3,440 
1,367 
126 
1 



16,553 



1,491 
3,226 
2,324 
2,356 
1,077 
111 



10,585 



290 
260 

30 



5,837 

11,659 

8,330 

6,968 

2,512 

258 

1 



SSylS6 86,615 



Bom in 1810, 1,412 

Died in ditto, 1,198 

Increase of popula- 
tion, .. 214 






8,084 



5,594 



A.t>.1812« 



10,472 



1,350 
845 



405 
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n 

i 

> 

o 



I 



«i-i OB J 

o «Jj 

III 



< 



o 



278 






o 
a 

H 



72 



Number of Inhabitants. 



Males, of different ages; 



From 1 to 
7 to 

25 to 

40 to 

60 to 

SO to 100> 
( Above lOOj 



7, 
25, 
40, 
60, 
80, 



25,096 
41,986 
28,550 
26,398 
10,5,85 
1,045 
3 



133,663 



Females. 



27,742 
44,559 
34,108 
30,000 
13,575 
1,282 
8 



151,370 



Bom in 1810, 4,204 

Died in ditto, 8,792 

Increase of popular 
tion, - 412 



From 1 to 
7 to 
25 to 
40 to 
60 to 
80 to lOOj 
Above 100, 



7, 
25, 
40, 
60, 
80, 



2,620 
14,314 
8,423 
9,070 
3,217 
253 



37,899 



4,003 
3,733 

270 



7,138 

15,307 

10,726 

10,748 

3,874 

332 

8 



48,133 



Bom in 1810, 1,560 
Died in ditto, 1,707 
Diminution of po- 
pulation, - 147 



O 



206 



From 1 to 
7 to 
25 to 
40 to 
60 to 
88 to 100, 
-. Above 100, 



7, 
25, 
40, 
60, 
80, 



8,147 

17,404 

9,713 

9,446 

2,667 

186 



47,463 



Born in 1810, 
Died in ditto. 
Increase of popular 
tion; 



1,751 
1,481 



1,380 
3,072 

1,692 



8,131 
18,016 
11,066 
10,745 

3,119 

209 

2 



52,088 



1,729 
1,354 
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11 



72,444 



23,985 



25,902 
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i 
1 


1 


Number of pa- 
rishes in each 
Bishoprick. 


Number of Inhabitants. 


.5 § 


Males of different agfss. 


Females. 


i 

1 




200 


From 1 to 7, 14,045 
7 to 25, 24,186 
25 to 40, 14,757 
40 to 60, 15,035 
60 to 80, 5,946 
80 to 100, 529 
Above 100, 2 


13,463 

24,745 

18,974 

.17,680 

6,597 

528 

3 


37,288 


74,500 


81>990 


Bom in 1810, 2,532 
Died in ditto, 2,437 
Increase of popu- 
lation, - 95 


2,501 
2,379 

122 


i 

X 


147 


From 1 to 7, 4,344 
7 to 25, 7,709 
25 to 40, 5>331 
40 to 60, 5,651 
60 to 80, 1,523 
80 to 100, 90 
Above 100, 


- 2,938 
6,501 
4,447 
4,086 
1,036 
55 
1 


10^08 


24,648 


19,C)64 


Bom in 1810, 669 
Died in ditto, 626 
Increase of popula- 
tion, - 34 


641 
641 

10 


• 

X 

2 


238 


From 1 to 7, 12,269 
7 to 25, 20,788 
25 to 40, 13,666 
40 to 60, 13,499 
60 to SO, 5,114 
80 to 100, 489 
, Above 100, 12 


11,776 

21,135 
16,067 
14,074 

5,714 

583 

4 


34,017 

byGoOQ 


65,837 


69,9SS 


Born in 1810, 2,485 
Died in ditto, ^ ^091 
Increase of popu- 
lation, . ^394 


2,369 
1,952 

417 
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A. D. 1812. 




i 

I 
1 


Numberof pa- 
rishes in each 
rishoprick. 


Number of Inhabitants. 


Cm S 

^1 






Females. 


- 


i 


a 
& 

o 

s 


6 


From 1 to 7, 423 
7 to 25, 831 
25 to 40, 486 
40 to 60i 483 
60 to 80, 115 
80 to 100, 9 


407 
814 
657 
559 
214 
17 


1^78 




2,347 


2,668 




Bom in 1810, 74 
Died in ditto, 66 
Increase of popula- 
tion, - 8 


69 
66 

3 






t 
z 


1,292 


From 1 to 7, 54,453 
7 to 25, 94,290 
25 to 40, 59,292 
40 to 60, ^,841 
60 to 80, 27,038 
8OI0 100, 2,005 
Above 100, 40 


53,304 

100,606 

75,733 

74,090 

80,641 

2,841 

28 


162^0 




300,859 


337,243 




Bohiinl810> 11,580 
Wed in ditto, 8,000 
Increase of pecu- 
lation, - 3,580 


10,267 
8,604 

1,663 




339 


From 1 to 7, 26,071 
7 to 25, 52,473 
25 to 40, 29,342 
40 to 60, 30,186 
60 to 80, 10,623 
80 to 100, 992 
Above 100, 8 


24,424 
53,366 
35,36rf 
33,335 
11,880 
1,047 
11 


81,913 

_ 




149,698 


160,431 


\ 

# 


Born in 1810, 5,384 
Died in ditto, 3,405 
Increase of popida- 
. tion, . hm 


5,244 
3,44^ 
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i^i 


1 

A. Q. 1112. 


.s 

1 


CO 

O 

:§ 


Number of pa- 
rbhcs in each 
Bishoprick. 


NuBd[)er of Inhabitants. 


"si 
»^ 

if 


Mides cf diffbrent ages. 


Females. 




d 

OS 

1^ 


6 

S 
o 
fa 

o 

u 
n 


7 


From 1 to 7; 542 
7 to 25, 949 
25 to 40> 54i 
40 to 60, 739 
60 to 80, 272 
80 to 100, 24 


410 
806 
610 
646 
183 
19 

2,674 


1,456 




3,067 

• 




Bom m 1810, 95 
Died in ditto, 60 
Increase of popula- 
tion, - 35 


87 
77 

10 




1 

i 

1 


• 

o 

>- 

H 


144 


Froml to 7, 9,237 
7 to 25, 15,552 
25 to 40, 11,878 
40 to 60, 12,994 
60 to 80, 4,476 
80 to 100, 412 
Above 100, 3 


6,308 

15,999 

11,761 

11,954 

4,648 

465 

5 


S%344 




54,532 


51,140 




Born in 1 810, 1,959 
t)ied in ditto, 2,941 
Increase of popula- 

tion, - 982 

* 


1,900 
2,691 

933 




o 
• < 


41 


From 1 to 7, 2,812 
7 to 25, 5,833 
25 to 40, 3,589 
40 to 60, 3,630 
60 to 80, 962 
80 to 100, 62 
Above 100, 


5,925 
2,901 
3,586 
1,226 
96 
2 


9,162 

d by Goo 


• 


l6,8SS 


16,404 


• 


Born in 1810> 627 
Died in ditto, 727 
Diminution of po- 
pulation, - 100 

T 


635 

744 

109 
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.s 

> 

2 

Cl. 


o 


Number of pa- 
rishes in each 
Bishoprick. 


Number of Inhabitants. 


o ^ 




Males of different ages. 


Females. 




d 

< 


> 


44 


From 1 to 7, 2,310 
7 to 25, 8,049 
25 to 40, 5,625 
40 to 60, 5,928 
60 to 80, 2,012 
80 to 100, 154 
Above 100, 3 


2,577 
6,017 
4,584 
4,735 
1,700 
176 



11>492 




23,381 


19>769 




Bom in 1810, 755 
Died in ditto, 1,388 
Diminution of po- 
pulation, - 633 


807 
1,263 

456 




< 


118 


From 1 to 7, 9,706 
7 to 25, 15,868 
25 to 40, 11,373 
40 to 60, 10,746 
60 to 80, 2,931 
80 to 100,^ 242 
Above 100, 2 


. 10,136 

17,062 

13,127 

11,071 

3,494 

325 

3 


31,034 


1 
1 


50,868 


55,218 




Born in 1810, 2,170 
Died in ditto, 2,205 
Diminution of po- 
pulation, - S5 


2,050 
2,188 

138 




i 
1 


i 


70 


From 1 to 7, 9,577 
7 to 25, 16,528 
25 to 40, 10,129 
40 to 60, 10,317 
60 to 80, 2,598 
80 to 100, 266 

• Above 100, 4 


8,873 
17,825 
12,327 
10,817 

2,616 

279 
2 


28,214 

> 




49,419 


52,739 




Bom in 1810, 2,268 
Died in ditto, 2,530 
Increase of popula- 
tion, . „|7J, 


2,154 
1,631 
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1 

! 


Number of pa- 
rbhes in each 
Bishoprick. 


Number of Inhabitants. 




Males of different ages. 


Females. 


CO 

o 

< 


o 

1 


334 


From 1 to 7, 6,090 
7 to 25, 12,213 
25 to 40, 7,947 
40 to 60, 8,366 
60 to 80, 3,268 
80 to 100, 318 

38,202 


5,816 
11,874 
9,178 
9,064 
«,264 
278 


20,900 

• 


39,474 


Bom in 1810, 1,155 
Died in ditto, 982 
Increase of popula- 
tion, •- - 173 


1,120 
152 



A. D. 1812* 



Recapitulation. 



Provinces. 


i 
t 

1 


1 

1 

7 
2 
4 
1 
1 


1 
2 


o 

.SI 


Parishes. 


Inhabited 
houses. 


Inhabitants. 


ESTREMADURA. 

BBIRA. 

MINHO. 

ALENTEJO. 

ALGARVE. 

TRA8 OS M0NTE8. 


1 
1 


1 

1 


437 
1,227 
1,638 

347 
70 

334 


149,361 
i 223,798 
1 246,329 
i 80,932 
! 28,214 
! 20,900 


573,993 
880,602 
953,962 
288,200 
102,158 
77,676 


16 


2 


2 


4,053 


1 749,529 


,2,876,591 
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A. D. 1812. According to the foregoing Table, the total 
number of inhabitants in Portugal, at the begin- 
ning of the last year, was only two milliims, eight 
hundred and seventy-six thousand, five hundred 
and ninety-onfe. Of that number, one million, 
three hundred and ninety-seven thousand, were 
males, and one million, four hundred and seventy- 
nine thousand, five hundred and ninety-one, were 
females. The number of births within the year 
amounted to 50,109 males, and 47,427 females^ 
making a total of 97,536 j while the deaths itt 
the same period amounted only to 89,567, leaving 
a surplus of 7,969 in favour of the population of 
that year ; yet, if a return which was published 
by General Gomes Freire in 1806 is at all near 
the truth, the population of Portugal has de- 
creased in the last six years nearly half a million.. 
Many circumstances have contributed to produce 
this certainly very great diminution in the num* 
ber of the inhabitants. I shall mention, 15^, The 
emigration of the Royal Family to Brazils. Ma- 
ny thousands left their country at that period, 
never to return to it. 2e%, About twelve or six- 
teen thousand men were sent to France by Gene- 
ral Junot, while he was in possession of the coun- 
try. Sdhfy The continuance of the war for four 
years ; and, lastly^ the pestilence introduced by 
the French army, and the ravages which it pro^ir 
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duced in that country in the latter end of 1810, a.d. ibis. 
and beginning of 1811. But, while I mention 
th^e as the principal causes, I cannot pass over 
in sileince the horrid abuses which were commit^ 
ted by the officers of the recruiting service, in 
raising the necefiSary levies in 1809. The inter- 
ests of the state, the feelings or justice of indivi- 
duals, were equally neglected by many of these 
monsters ; and revenge or personal gain appeared 
to be the only principle by which they were 
guided.; Those only who could bribe highest 
were permitted to escape from being soldiers, 
while tte poor wretches who could not bribe, 
however unfit or incapable of becoming soldiers, 
were hunted from place to place, or kept shut up 
in {uisoni, until they ware worn out, or fell a sa-^ 
crifice to the pestilence, which thdr being shut up 
in lothsome and damp dungeons was sure to gene^' 
fate. I have known men quite lame and decrepid^ 
actually marched for more than 800 miles to the 
general dep6t, at an immense expense to the na^ 
tion ; while others, in the last stage of disease, have 
.only arrived to be relieved from their oppression 
jond their miseries l^ death. I scarcely exagge- 
rate when I say, that 100,000 individuals have 
been lost to the country during the present war, 
through the wilful neglect and mismanagement 
of the Captain-majors and their Wreling^. 
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A. D. 1812. But it certainly affords some consolation to 
those who have survived that age of horror and: 
corruption, to know, that the vigilance of the 
present government, and of the Commander-in- 
chief, has brought the greater part of these vil- 
lains to condign punishment. They have suffer- 
ed the punishment due to their crimes ; and it is 
hoped, that the enlightened and liberal views 
which the protracted stay of the British army in 
Portugal has introduced among the great body of 
the people, however much to be regretted in other 
respects, will tend also to.eradicate many abuses, 
which even the most vigilant government could 
not^otherwise overturn. 

The Prince Regent has lately published some 
wise and salutary laws for preserving and increas- 
ing the population of the kingdom, and Marshal 
Beresford has laid down a system of regulations 
for the guidance of the recruiting officers in le- 
vying, as well as in marching the recruits to the 
dep6ts;, and although little increase can be ex- 
pected during the continuance of the present war, 
yet, if these laws and regulations are attended to, 
they will certainly prevent any great diminution. 
The Governors of Portugal are now busily em* 
ployed in inquiring into the various abuses in the 
establishments for the education and support of 
orphans, which are scattered over the whole face 
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x>f the country, and in correcting these abuses ; a. D.1812. 
•and when the regulatians now adopted begin to ^"-"^^^"^ 
take effect, ,they will have a powerful influence 
on the state of the population. 

I beg leave to call the attention of the reader 
to the healthiness of the climate of Portugal, as 
exhibited in the Table of Population. It appears 
that there were not less than 252 individuals 
above 100 years of age at the beginning of last 
year ; and if we may judge from the same crite- 
rion, Estremadura and Minho are the most healthy 
jwovinces, and Alentejo the least so. The deaths 
in the latter province exceeded the births in 1810 
hy 3,436. But, from the greater number of births 
than deaths in every other province, it appears 
evident that the population would rapidly increase, 
if peace was restored to the country ; and, under 
the fostering care of an almost idolized Sovereign, 
the nation would soon rise with renewed vigour 
to its former place in the scale of Europe. 

The people of Portaigal have never been so 
blindly superstitious as the inhabitants of Spaim 
Their commercial intercourse with the world was 
long most extensive, and men of true science and 
worth were to be found among them for centuries 
after Henry, Duke of Viseu, had been numbered 
with his ancestors. The Court of the Inquisition 
was not established in the former kingdom till after 
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A.D.i8ia. it had ruled in the latter for nearly two centuries ^ 
Yet, three years ago, it was no uncommon thing to 
hear the peasantry exclaim, when a British r^- 
ment passed through their village, " O God ! what 
a pity such fine men should be without souls !'* 
Our constant and familiar intercourse with them, 
however, has wrought a wonderful change in their 
opinions with regard to us ; and certainly there 
never was a body of pec^le more united, or more 
sincerely attached to the British, than the Portu- 
jguese J but I am sorry to add, that their kind- 
ness and friendship is often not requited by us as 
^t ought. 



State of Agriculture in Portugal. 

Ik imcient times, }l<usitania was visited fay the 
neighbouring nations, not more on account of the 
gold and silver which its mountains contained, 
than on account of the abundance of every arr 
ticle necessary for the existence as weU as com* 
fort of mankind which it produced. The Greeks, 
the Carthagenians, and the Romans, and even 
^e northern nations of Europe, were suppUec^ 
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with grain of every kind, fruits, v/'me^ oil, and4uD.iM2; 
honey, and ijrith silk, wopj, Knt, wood, and cattle, 
from PortngaK-^The climate and the soil ^re cer^ 
tainly favom-able for the production of all these 
articles, though, if we except wine and fruit, few 
of them are now cultivated in the country. The 
warlike ancestors of the present inhabitants of 
Portugal, who expelled the luxurious Moors irom 
their pountry, were not, it is to be supposed, well 
calculated to become farmers; yet we find that,^ 
froni the time of Count Henry in 1 100, to that of 
Ferdinand in 1370, agriculture and the inqrease • 

of population were objects of the first importance 
with Sovereigns of that period. Sanchus I. was 
so zealous in the cultivation of the country, and 
in encouraging population, that he was surnamed 
by his vassals the Povoador, ^ term wWch I an^ 
unable tp translate, but which signifies not only a 
builder of towns, but also one who finds inhabit- 
ants for them when they are built ; land Dennis, 
who was truly a great and a good King, esteemed 
it his highest boast to be called the Fahmee, 
which procured for him the still higher title 
of " Father of his Country.'* The cruel and 
bloody wars which had devastated the penin- 
wla for centuries previous to his reign, had in a 
great measure destroyed the natural woods of 
Portugal ; he was therefore at great pains to pre? 
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A.1). 1812, serve whatever remained, as well as to secure a 
further supply, by introducing trees from other 
countries. The immense pine-forest which runs 
along the coast for several leagues to the ^west- 
ward of Leiria, was planted in his reign, and 
this wood has now become the most abundant, as 
well as the most valuable, in the kingdom ; and 
forests equally extensive, though not so ancient, 
are to be found throughout the^whole country. 
During the reigns of Affonso IV. and Peter I. 
agriculture and population were both on the de- 
cline ; yet in the reign of Ferdinand, wKo died 
in 1583 J many foreign nations were supplied with 
wheat and other grain from. Portugal ; and Lis- 
bon, Santarem, Abrantes, Coimbra, Elvas, and 
Estramoz, supplied the greater part of Europe 
with fine oil. The reign of John I. so glorious 
m a military point of view, was fatal to agricul- 
ture ;' and from that period we find it continually 
on the decline. Don Manuel was too much occu- 
pied with the commerce of the East to attend to 
agricultural improvements, iand the spirit of en-' 
terprise which his voyages and discoveries in- 
duced, was most prejudicial to population. 

John III. who resembled his ancestor Dennis 
in many respects, was sensible of the fallen state 
of his kingdom, and anxious to further its inter- 
nal improvement. Many of the conquests in A- 
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frica were abandoned, that the population of the^*^'^"^* 
mother country might be increased ; but the evil 
was of too long standing tq be easily eradicated. 
The country was covered with religious establish- 
ments, where celibacy was practised and enjoin- 
ed j and notwithstanding his wise and salutary 
laws, the population was but little augmented 
during his reign, and agriculture nothing improv- 
ed. In the memorable reign of the young King 
Sebastian, various measures were adopted for 
draining the marshes about Santarem and Goli- 
gam, and directions given for embanking the 
Tagus throughout its course from Tancos to Saca- \ 
vem J but, as if to render null those wise mea- 
sures for tile improvement of the country, it was 
drained of both men and money to support his 
ruinous wars in Africa. During the period of 
sixty years which Portugal continued subject to 
the Kings of Spain, the peasantry were suffered 
to drag out a miserable existence ; and agri- 
culture became in a manner entirely neglect- 
ed. The restoration of the house of Braganza to 
the throne of their ancestors gave new vigour to 
the inhabitants j but the continued warfare which 
followed that restoration prevented every species 
of improvement ; there was a want of hands to 
cultivate the land. When Joseph I. came to the 
throne, the population of Portugal was calculated 
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A.T).i8i3.at two millions and a half, and the kingdom 
scarcely produced food for the half of that nam« 
ber. This Monarch was truly sensible of the 
wretched state of the people, and of the nation 
which he was called to govern. A stop was put 
to the accumulating orders of religious establish- 
ments* A plan was organized for the instruction 
of the youth of both sexes. A number of the 
greatest capitalists were recalled from America, 
and every encouragement given them to lay out 
their riches in the cultivation of the soil ; while 
the extensive and often vexatious powers of the 
Lords of manors were restrained or annulled ; but 
the inconstant and wavering mind of the Marquis 
of Pombal often frustrated the best of his plans 
for the improvement of agriculture, and sddom 
allowed any measure to be brought to perfection. 
The reign of her present Majesty is distinguished 
by the great attention which was paid to the most 
important of PombaPs schemes, and to the inii- 
provement of the roads and hi^wa}^ throughout 
the country. New turnpike roads were ;made from 
Lisbon to Santarem, to Caldas, and to Oporto j 
but the latter never reached further than Coimbnu 
These roads were finished in a very superior man* 
ner, and excellent stone brieves were thrown over 
the different rivers and rivulets; but they have 
never been repaired since they were made, jmd 



Digitized 



by Google 



Chap. VIL] OF PORTUGAL. 301 

consequently are in a very impassable state in many a. n. 1812, 
places. 

The cross roads are nothing more than foot- 
paths, along which beasts of burden only can pass ; 
and in the rainy season, it is scarcely possible to 
travel with safety. During the last three years, 
the armies have improved many of the roads, and 
have even made others ; but little improvement 
is to be expected, till peace once more dawn 
upon that unhappy country. 

The farmers of Portugal follow the same unde- 
viating course from year to year, in the cultiva- 
tion of their land, and appear entirely ignorant, 
not only of the improvements, but even of the 
most common methods of husbandry in other 
countries. The same spot is tilled year after 
year, and appropriated to the same crop. Every 
kind of farm -labour is performed with oxen* The * 
plough is a simple but coarse machine, made with 
the hatchet of three pieces of wood. In light 
soils, only two oxen are necessary to draw it; 
but in some of the provinces it is encumbered 
with two clumsy wheels, and then four, or some- 
times six oxen, are yoked in one plough. The 
land is not ploughed in ridges as in this country ; 
the furrows are laid all one .way, and the mould- 
board, as well as the coulter, are moved at every 
turn. This answers very weU in hilly farms, but 
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A. D. 1812. might be dispensed with in level fields, as this 
constant changing, Jiowevef easy, must employ a 
considerable portion of the labourer's time. 

The land is generally all tilled by the month of 
January, but the seed-time seldom ends before 
the month of March. Wheat, Indian coni, and 
rice, are sometimes sown in drills, but barley al- 
ways in broadcast ; and in the northern provinces, 
both Indian corn and wheat are sown in broad- 
cast, as also rye, which is more cultivated than 
any other kind of grain in some parts of the pro- 
vince of Tras os Montes. The winter wheats are 
generally sown in October, and the summer in 
February or March. Barley is generally sown in 
March, and Indian corn in the beginning of A-» 
pril. The barley and rye harvest is finished by 
the end of June, and the wheat in July and Au-v 
gust; the later crop in September ; but the Indian 
corn harvest seldom begins before the first of Oc- 
tober. The old scriptural method of treading out 
the corn still continues in use in many parts of 
Portugal. A circular spot of ground is chosen in 
a convenient part of the farm ; it is excavated a 
little, and then floored either with stone or com- 
post. The corn is carried to this spot, called the 
" Eira^*' and thrown into it, when, according to 
the size of the Eira, six or eight oxen or horses, 
muzzled and tied together, are driven round and. 
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round the circle, until the grain is entirely sepa- A.D.i8!2i 
rated from the straw. One man runs behind the 
poor cattle with a rod pointed with iron, to keep 
them on the move, while two or three are em- 
ployed in tossing the straw with pitch-forks under 
their ffeet, that it may be sufficiently trod upon. 
The straw is then carefully separated from the 
grain and chaff, and the latter is separated after- 
wards by means of winnowing in the open air. 
In the more improved districts^ the grain is 
thrashed out by instruments similar to the flail, 
called in Portuguese " Malho** The Indian 
com plants, when ripe, are cut down and carried 
to the bam, called in Portugal " Celleiraj^ where 
the ears are carefully separated from the stalk, 
and exposed to the sun for some days, that 
the grain may be hardened ; after which it is se- 
parated from the line either by the hand or by 
the " Malho.** The grain is then exposed again to 
the sun for some days, before it is put into the 
brge chests where it is kept. I am n6t able to 
state, with any degree of accuracy, the quantity 
of grain which Portugal produces ; but certainly 
not one-tenth part of the arable land is tilled, 
and not one-fourth of what appears to have been 
cultivated iii former times. In the provinces of 
Estremadura, Beira, and Alentejo, the principal 
food of the peasantry is the Indian com bread.. 
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A. B. 1612. Sometimes it is mixed with a little wheaten floUr, 

^"'^^^^'^^ which makes it a lighter and more healthy food« 

. In the north, rye and barley br^d is mwe com- 

mon ; and it is only in the principal cities, and 

» 

among the higher classes, thait ii^rheatcfn bread is 
in common use. Potatoes are cultivated in some 
provinces, but not iii any quantity, and are by no 
means relished by the inhabitants ; arid by far the 
greater part of what are used at Lisbofn and O- 
porto are imported from Ireland. Rice is culti- 
vated in Algarve in considerable quantity, and 
also on the banks of the Mondego, between Co- 
imbra and the sea, where it produces a most abun-^ 
dant crop. French beans, called in Portugal 
" FeijdoSy* are much cultivated, and form a prin« 
cipal part of the food of the inhabitants ; and also 
the Lupin pea, which, when prepared in a parti- 
cular manner, is by no means unpleasant to eat. 

In the south of Portugal, the corn is ground 
by wind-mills. These mills are very small and 
simple in1;heir construction, and are very nume- 
rous in different parts of the country. The ma- 
chinery is confined in a small wooden frame, 
(about twice the size of a sentry-box in this coun- 
try), which is made to run upon wheels, so as to 
turn round with the changes of wind.. The arms 
are very slight, and are forced round by means 
of triangular sails which are attached to them. 
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In the north, Watei*-mill8 are more in use* ToA.n.i8i2r. 
Stieb of my readers aa have seen the ancient wa- ^^"^^"^^"^^^ 
ter-mills in the Western Highlands of Scotland, 
I have oWly to ob^rve, that the Portuguese wa- 
ter*.mifls are made exactly in the same manner ; 
but^ f(nt the inforniation of those who have not 
iSeen such rude machines, I have to state, that 
they corisi4t of a straight pole, of considerable 
dtreogthj whi<^h is generally the height of the 
building ; the under end is furnished with an iron 
i^indle, which runs in a groove in a stone placed 
at the bottom of the water-course, while the up* 
per end is kept steady by passing through a beam 
at the ^oof of the hotfse. At about a f6ot from 
the under eitd of this pole^ a number of spokes 
tee inserted, and are slightly curved or bent in-* 
Vardi^ so that the water falling upon these spokes 
causes the pole to go round. This pole pfafesse^ 
fhroH^ the under mill-stone, which is fixed, btrt 
is made to catch the upper one, and move it 
round with it. A slight wooden frames which 
covers the mill-stones, and a Small boi in which 
the grain is kept, and from which it passes ihM 
the opening in the upper mill-stone, ai'e the only 
re^daiiiing parts of the niachine. 

Few countries in the world are more adaptedt 
tot agricidture, yet the cultivation of the vine, 
the bnvB, the ho, and other fruit-trees, bas^ 

U 
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A.D. 1812. long been the principal support of the Portuguese, 
^^^^^^^and their produce now c(Mistitutes the greater 
part of the riches of the nation. Agriculture, 
however, might be improved and increased ten- 
foldy without injuring the cultivation of either the 
vines or olives. The hills or mountains are gene- 
rally preferred for the culture of the vine, where, 
in fact, nothing else would answer so well, and 
the land may often be tilled among the olive 
plantations without injuring the trees. In the 
Tras OS Montes, it is not uncommon to see com 
growing among the vines* 

When the hills are steep, the earth is supported 
by stone walls, and forms a succession of tecraces 
j&om the base to the summit. In the province of 
Minho, trees are planted in the vineyards for the 
purpose of giving support to the tendrils of the 
vine ; but in the other provinces the vines are cut 
short, and the tendrils, during the season, are 
supported by poles stuck in the field for that pur- 
pose. In the beginning of January,, the husband- 
men are busied in pruning the vines. They ge- 
nerally lop off every shoot of the last year except 
one, and of this they only leave about a foot and 
a half, which they double down and keep in that 
position by means of a bit of thread or dried 
rush. The prunings are carefully removed from 
the field, and the next process is to dig up the 
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surface of the ground, which they do with a large A.D.1812; 
hoe. This operation not only. checks the growth ^^^^^^^*^ 
of weeds, but also serves to retain a greater quan- 
tity of moisture about the roots of the vine. 

The third process is lopping off the superfluous 
branches, or bunches of grapes, when they are 
in bloom, or shortly after, in order that the pro- 
per quantity which the vine, can bear may come 
to perfection ; and when the grapes begin to 
ripen, it is often necessary to introduce addi- 
tional supports, and to remove a part of the leaves, 
that the sun may penetrate the hanging branches* 
About the middle of September, the grapes be- 
gin to ripen, but are seldom gathered before the 
end of that month, or beginning of October. In 
the level countries, they are carried to the press, 
which is a large square vat, with a lid to fit exact- 
ly, and by means of a heavy beam and screw, (a 
most clumsy apparatus), the juice is separated 
from the husks. In Upper Douro, this process is 
performed by treading j and if the wine is for ex- 
portation, the juice is allowed to s^nd with the 
husks in it for three or four days, that it may ac- 
quire a deep colour ; if for home-consumption, it 
only stands for twenty^four hours. This juice, 
whether from the press or treading-vats, is called 
Must, and is now put into large casks; and- if the 
wine is intended for exportation, a considerable 

U'2 ^ . 
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A.D.1812. quantity of brandy is added. And after it has 
^^^^^^"^ undergone the vinous fermentation, the casks are 
closely shut up, and kept so for nearly two m<Miths. 
If the wine is for the British market, it receives 
an additional quantity of brandy on being drawn 
off from these casks, and put into the proper ex- 
porting pipes* — The cultivation of the vine is said 
to have been prejudicial to the other branches of 
husbandry in the northern districts, when it be- 
came universal about 1720. This is somewhat 
probable, as they require much less labour, and 
generally produce more than an ordinary crop of 
grain. 

It was not till the reign of Queen Anne, that 
the Portuguese wine became known and esteemed 
in this country, off that any quantity of it was 
imported ; but since that period, the quantity im- 
ported has rapidly increased. In 1727, a British 
fectory was established in Oporto, for the purpose 
of exporting wines from that country to this ; but 
the means which they used to adulterate the wine, 
and the manner in which they mixed the good 
and the bad together, so as to be able to sell it at 
a low price, tended to bring the whole into such 
disrepute, that in 1753, the quantity exported fer 
the English market was reduced two-thirds of 
what it had formerly been. Under these circum- 
^nces (which the members^ of the factory had 
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in a great measure produced) a letter was address- A.D.i8ii2. 
ed to their agents in the wine country in 1754, in 
which they stated, " That formerly the reputa- 
tion of the Oporto wines was very great, but that 
it had now become so bad, that not only the 
wines (rf* other countries, but every kind of li* 
quor, were preferred to it ; and that, notwith* 
standing the increase of the population in Great 
Britain, the quantity of Port wine exported to 
that country had decreased more than a third, 
and was still upon the decline/' This represen- 
tation was answered by the Portuguese fartuers^ 
and the English merchants were told, ** that thei/ 
only were to blame ; that, in the first instance, 
they had taught the farmers to adulterate the 
wine, and latterly they had compelled them to 
liave recourse to such adulterations, by refusing 
to give a fiiir price for it when brought to the 
market/* It was in consequence of this dispute, 
^nd when the wine trade appeared to be fast has- 
tening to ruin, that the Wine Company of the Up- 
per Douro was established by King Joseph in 1 756, 
for the purpose of preserving tlie purity of the 
wines that were to be exported, so that their re- 
putation miglit be preserved in foreign countries. 
This company is authorised to determine the 
districts where the wine for exportation is to be 
manufactured, and to prevent its being mixed 
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A, D. 1812. with the wines from any other diatrict, or with any 
foreign substance. At present, no wine Can be 
sold in the Upper Douro, until it has been proved 
by the inspectors of the company, who fix the 
price at which it is to be sold ; and none can be 
sold for exportation, unless it is declared of the 
proper quality by the same inspectors. The 
funds of the company ought to be expended 
partly in the purchase and exportation of wine, 
and partly in making loans to the poorer farmers 
at 3 per cent., so as to enable them to cultivate 
their farms with every advantage. In 1 756, the 
quantity of Port wine imported into Great Bri- 
tain was 12,211 pipes; in 1801, it amounted to 
66,629 pipes; and in 1810, notwithstanding the 
circumstances of the times, 42,115 pipes were 
imported. This company has certainly tended to 
preserve the quality of the wine, and added 
much to the prosperity of Portugal; but it is 
said to have been detrimental also, in prevent^ 
ing that emulation which is the consequence of 
a free trade, in keeping down the prices, and 
in preventing an extension of cultivation be- 
yond what it was at the time of its being esta. 
blished. By the last treaty of commerce with 
this country, the extinction of any exclusive pri* 
vileges is expressly stipulated ; and I understand, 
that at this moment the privileges of the Wine 
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Cmnpany are under the consideration of the Bri- a.d.isij. 
tish and Portuguese governments. 

The cultivation and manufacture of olive oil is 
another article of great importance in Portugal, 
but the quantity manufactured is much diminish- 
ed, and) unfortunately, is still decreasing. Many 
millions of olive-trees have been destroyed during 
the present war j and when it is known that each 
full-bearing tree at this moment is worth £. 20 
Sterling, some idea may be formed of the loss 
which the nation has suffered in this surticle alone^ 
In old times, I have already r^aarked, the greater 
part of Europe was supplied with oil from Portu- 
gal ; but now, I believe, very little, if any, is ex- 
ported. . . 

The olive-tree is propagated with great facility, 
and the common method is from slips, though it 
is sometimes raised from the seed, and frequently 
by ingrafting on the wild olive. The sets or slips 
are generally cut off from the old trees in au- 
tumn, and are kept in moist earth through the 
winter, and then planted in the months of Fe- 
bruary and March. The tree seldom bears till it 
is fifteen or sixteen years old. * 

The olives are ripe in the months of December 
and January, at which time one or two men get 
lap into the tree, and with long poles beat them 
.0^ the branches;, while the women and^childreij 
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A.ixuia. are employed in picking them up from the ^euiuL 
^"^^^^^ It is' a tedious operation, aiid employs the whok 
popuUttion of the country for nearly two months. 
When the whole of the harvest is rei^d, they 
are carried to the bruising«>mill9 of which iiiere is 
generally only one on each estate. If the fiurmer 
wishes to have very fine oil, the olives are bruised, 
^nd the oil pressed out, immediately on their be* 
ing g9.thered from the tree ; but if he wishes for 
quantity only, they axe kept for some time in 
large heaps, with a quantity of salt strewed a^ 
mong them. The first operation is to bruise the 
olives in a mill similar to that used by the tannersi 
in thisf country for the bruising of bark, and 
which reduces the whole to a pulpy mass. They 
9re then put into circular bags, which are made 
of a kind of dried rush, and these bags are piled 
one^ above another under the press to a consi- 
derable height. Boiling water is poured upon 
this pile for a considerable time, and this water, 
which is collected in a trough, carries off the oil 
• from the bruised olives. The trough in which 
the water and oil are first collected is pretty large, 
and is connected with a smaller one, into which 
the oil passes when it rises to a certain height, 
while the warm water is let off by a stc^cock 
from the bottom of the large trough ; and it is 
only necessary to prevent its rising to the pipe by 
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whi^h the oil is carried off. As soon as it is ob-A.D.i8i2, 
served tiiat no more oil comes off with the boil- ^^"^'^^'^^ 
ing water, a large beam is allowed to fall upon 
the pile of bags, and the pressure is ii^creased by 
means of stones and heavy weights hung at the 
end of this beam. The olives undergo this ope- 
ration twice, and sometimes thrice, in order that 
as little as possible of their oil may escape. Tlie 
oil is drawn off from the small trough in which it 
h collected, into bags made of swine^skin, in 
which it is kept, and in which it is transported 
on mules or asses from one part of the country to 
another. 

Every kind of fruit is produced in Portugal in 
great abundance, and in the highest perfection, 
but particularly oranges and figs, which continue 
to be exported fVom Algarve, from Lisbon, and 
from Oporto. The quantity dP figs exported 
fyom Algarve is very considerable, wid the cul- 
ture of the fig-tree is an object rf some import- 
ance. This tree, which is almost always propa- 
gated from layers, is contented with a bad soil, 
provided it be dry ; and very often it grows on 
naked rocks or bare walls, where scarcely any 
earth is to be found. To make the fruit ripen soon- 
•w, the farmers have recourse to ^* capr^kation /^ 
for this purpose, an useless variety of the %-tree, 
which abound with an insect of the gnat kind. 
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AJo.i8i2.ig cultivated. By allowing these insects to per- 
forate the fruit, it is ripened sooner and better 
than it could otherwise be done, as the %s are 
apt to fall from the tree before they come to ma- 
turity. When the fruit has advanced to a certain 
state of maturity, the branches are broken off 
from the useless tree which breeds the insects, 
and hung upon that which they wish to '* capri^ 
jkatCy* and the gnats, by perforating the %8, 
give vent to the sap, and stimulate its effusion, 
thereby not ouly preventing the falling of the 
frnit, but rendering it sweeter and better fla* 
voured. 

When the %s are gathered from the tree, they 
are collected together in large heaps upon a raised 
platform, and a syrup is allowed to drain ofi^from 
them, which is used in makiag brandy. They 
are then spread out in the sun for some days, and 
afterwards pressed into small round bags, o^ 
baskets, made of the palm leaf, in which they are 
exported. 

The Spanish reed {arundo donax) is cultivated 
in various parts of Algarve \ and in ancient times 
the kermes (coccus iUckJ was an article of import- 
ance, and considerable quantities were exported 
from this kingdom j but now it is scarcely knowi> 
in the country. 
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State of the Fislieries and Commerce of Portugal. 

In J 353, the inhabitants Of Lisbon had per*^^^ 
mission from our Henry HI. to ish off the coast 
of Brittany, and for many centuries the sea-port 
towns in the south of Portugal were extensively 
engaged in this trade; but, like every other 
branch pf trade in the nation, it fell into decay 
during the reign of the JPhilips, and has long 
ceased to exist. At present there is no fishing es- 
tablishment throughout the whole extent of the 
kingdom, that deserves particular mention as 
such. The fishermen of St Ubes, Alca^er de Sal, 
and Sinos, do little more than supply their own 
towns, and send a small quantity to the Lisbon 
market; and even the expensive and royal esta-* 
blishments at Villa Real in Algarve, which owed 
their origin to the ever-varying mind of Pombal, 
are now in ruins ; and the death-like stillness which 
reigns in that town, will, I fear, long continue a^ 
memento of the unwise measures of that minis- 
ter, who, in many establishments as well as this, 
Seemed to drive, nay to force -the prosperity of 
the country at the point of the sword, without 
relaxing in ^ny of the exorbitant duties which 
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A. D. 1812. were levied upon the people. The village of Monte 
Gordo, which had risen without force or favour 
to a great size, and employed nearly ISO smacks 
in the fishing-trade, was laid in ashes by or- 
der of Pombal, and the inhabitants compelled to 
settle in Villa Real j but the event has shewn how 
litde that great man, with all his abilities^ under^ 
stood human nature. As fish, however, forms 
the principal part of the food of the lower classes 
in Portugal, the inhabitants of the sea-coast are 
wholly occupied in procuring it for the inland 
consumption. The market of Lisbon is at aO 
times well supj^ied ; and even in the provincial 
inland towns^ good fresh fiish is to be met with 
occasionally. The most common kinds are the 
Sardinha^ a iq>ecie8 of the pilchard or sprat, which 
is very abundant on the coast at particular times; 
the Pescada^ a non-descript species of Gadus, 
ivhich is fi^ed for off the coast, in the «anie 
manner as cod is fished for <m the banks o£ New- 
Ibundland j turbot, sole, red and white gurnet, 
skate, and mackarel, are very<x)mmon, as also the 
John Dorrie and Parrot Fish. The fi'aw/^clupea 
alosa) is caught in the Tagus in great quantities in 
the months of February and March ; and the lam- 
preys of the Mondego have long been considered 
a choice dainty by epicures. There is a species 
^f the clupea very often taken with the sardinhas^ 
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which resembles the common herring in appear- a. n.i«ia- 

ance ; but it is not much relish^, as it is a very 

coarse unsavoury fish. The dog-fish, and what 

tbey call the cat-fish, are very abundant on the 

coast, as also boneta's and sword-fish. Trout is 

found in some of the mountain-streams in the 

north, but is not cmnmon; and I believe the 

Minho is the only river in the kingdom in which 

the salmon is found. The sardinha fishery is an 

object of considerable importance, and might be 

made a source of much wealth to the people en*- 

ga^ed in it, and- also to the nation. If the quan« 

tity taken was equal to the home-omsumption^ 

the importation g£ Bacaihad from England and 

America would be diminished. At present, near 

a million of money is drawn from the kingdom 

annually for dried ss^lt fis^ imported, while I am 

convinced that one halJ^ if not two-tbirds, of that 

sum might be saved, if the fisheries on the c(Ki8t 

were properly encouraged. 

When the commerce of Great Britain was yet 
in its infancy, the ships of Portugal covered the 
ocean, and EUrc^e was indebted, in a great mea* 
sure, to that nation for the discovery of the New 
World, and for the luxuries of the East. But 
now, how changed the scene ! Britain reigns tri-- 
umphant on the main, and her commerce extends 
to every part of the habitable globe, while the 
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A.D.i8ii^.Gommeice of Portugal is confined almost to her 
few remaining colonies ;— ^and that flag i^hicb 
could terrify into subjection the greatest monarchs 
of Hindostan, now scarcely waves in the Indian 
ocean. Gpa and Macao are all that remain of the 
once extensive commercial establishments in In- 
dia, and the whole of the Portuguese East India 
and China trade is confined to one or two ships, 
which sail from Lisbon. 

For a long time past the principal commerce of 
Portugal has been confined to the productions of 
her colonies in South America. These produc- 
tions were brought to Lisbon in the first instance, 
(as no foreign power was allowed to exp<Mrt from 
the Brazils), and from thence they were distribute ' 
.ed throughout the world. This trade was there* 
fore a source of considerable wealth to the coun- 
try, and the Lisbon merchants engaged in the 
Brazil trade, are among the most opulent in 
Europe.— When speaking of the agriculture of 
the country, I have mentioned the principal ar- 
ticles of export from Portugal. These are wine, 
ardent spirits, fruit, and salt ; a small quantity 
of oil and cork may be included also in the list. 
From Brazil the principal articles of export are 
cotton, coffee, cocoa, hides, rice, sugar, taUow, 
and dye-stu£&. Madeira and the western islands 
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export nearly the same products as the mother a. d.isi^. 
country. 

The Table, No. I. shews the quantity of wine 
exported from Oporto during the last eighteen 
years, mkd the reader will observe how great a 
proportion of that quantity cam6 to Great Britain. 
The Table No. II. shews the real amount of the 
wine and ardent spirits exported to this country 
for ten years, viz. from 1800 to 1809, and ialso 
the value of our exports to Portugal ; from which 
it appears, that the balance was against Great 
j&ritain. The Table, No. III. shews the amount 
of the duties paid upon dried salt fish imported 
from Newfoundland for die ten years ending 3 1st 
December 1809; and as this article is paid for 
chiefly in specie, the balance is greatly against 
Portugal. In the Table, No. IV. I have given a 
return of the different articles of provision im- 
ported into Lisbon for the year ending the 31st 
January 1812, and which were sold on board ship 
in the Tagus, with the sums paid for each article,, 
clear of the duties and other expences. I have 
also added the total sum paid at the out-ports for 
the same peripd. A great proportion of the 
grain imported into Lisbon has been on account 
of the British army : and as that importation has 
been chiefly from America, with whom for some 
time p^ast we have had no corresponding trade. 
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A«D.i9i2. the bdance has been very great against this coun^ 
try ; and the cash which it has been neces^iy to 
9^d to Portugal, to pay for American prodace^ 
has been one cause of the commercial distress 
lately ielt in this country. For the last three 
years the expenditure hds been constant and very 
considerable, without any return whatever, as the 
moufsy carried to America, as weU as the greatest 
part of that spent in Portugal, has been with* 
drawn comjdetely from circulation, at least in 
this country. 

The importation and sale of tobacco and soap 
belongs^ to the crown, as also several of the pro* 
ducts of the Brazils and the Cape Verd Islands* 
And the exportation of wine from Optirto, as I 
have dbserved in another part of this Chapter, is 
vested in the Company of the Upper Douro. 
- There are very few manufactures of any extent 
in Portugal, and even these few were almost sdl 
carried on by strangers. A Frenchmadt erected a 
pretty extensive cotton mill at Thomar, which waa 
a very profitable concern for many years, and is'still 
carried on to a small extent* The chinning ma- 
chinery was made by an Englishman, who is now 
employed at Lisdbon in constructing machinery of 
tile same kind, to be sent to Brazils. At Marinha, 
iKar Leiria^ x gentleman from Dievonshire has a 
very extensive glass manufactory, whidi sup ^xetf 
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the whole of Portugal and the colonies. Hats are a. 1. 1 si.^. 
manufactured at Braga, and broad cloth, in con- 
siderable quantity, at Portalegre. Thread lace is 
made at Vianna, in the province of Minho, and 
a kind of silk shawls are manufactured In great 
perfection in Lisbon. Broad cloth used formerly 
to be manufactured at Covelham, and other towns 
in the Lower Beira, but I believe very little, if any, 
is made there at present. There is a small manu- 
iactory o£ coarse pottery at Coimbra, and the 
Government has established considerable iron- 
works at Foz d'Alge- 

At on? period of Pombal*s ministry, every en- 
couragement was given to the silk manufactures, 
and the silk-worm was cultivated with great care 
and attention. At present the greater part of the 
silk manufactured in the country is imported from 
Italy, as the propagation of the silk-worm is en- 
tirely neglected. 

A considerable quantity of linen cloth is still 
brought to the Lamego market, but it is extreme- 
ly coarse, and by no means well bleached. For- 
merly there was an establishment for bleaching 
with the oxymuriatic at Leiria, but it is now i» 
ruins. 
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No. L 



S,.D.1812. 



A general Return of the total quantity of Wine in 
Pipes, shipped atOporto.from Ut January 1795, 
to Slst December 181 1. 



Years. 



o 5 



1793. 

1794^. 

1795. 

1796. 

1797. 

1798. 

1799. 

1800. 

1801. 

1802. 

1803. 

1804. 

1805. 

1806. 

1807. 

1308. 

1810. 

1811. 



25,089f 

40,683| 

41,726| 

24,968i 

16,672^ 

39,931i 

S6,219i 

43,825-" 

50,787 

^8,635 

44,332 

19,565i 

28,231- 

31,260 



40,763 
18,536 



> o 






O o 

5 a** 



4,41 4| 

8,3801 

8,254| 

10,795i 

2,588f 

ll,490i 

12,411 1 

8,456| 

7>S29l 

6,591i 

8,076 

7,486i 

4,518i 

6,862 



O o «o "^ 



531,220|;107,655 



1 

43| 
2 
6 
7 
1 
S 

336 

25|^ 
271i 
303| 
142 
533^ 



<U N 3 

;2;-s s 



1,289 

2,994i 

2,871i 

2,082i 

5,978 

6,524 

4,748 

2,004^ 

5,358 

2,149 

334 
1,709 
2,440 

370^ 



5,90Sf 



,l,673i[41,392i 



a, J, 



267i 
401f 
488| 
702^ 
3,477| 
6,437i 
3,296i 
1,285| 
1,532| 
l,113i 
773i 
708 
850 
844 



li 



■e Si u 



i 



31,118i 

52,655| 

53,392 

38,584 

28,7571 

64,401f 

56Mi 

55,8961 

66,628| 

38,6S2| 

54,350 

29,851 

36,3204 

39,984 

48,743 

35,962 

41,S53| 

18,538 



3,0l6i|22179,i|79M68 
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sis^ 



No. II. 

A General Return of the antount of Wine imported from Portu- A.D.I812; 
gal, and of British Mam^ititurei exported to that Kingdom, ^"^^f^^, 
for the ten year* ending Sltt December 1809< 



Amount of wine and ar- 




Amount of British ma- 


dent spirits imported from 




nufactures exported to 


Portugal, specifying the 


Years. 


Portugal, specifying the 


sum for each year. 




sum for each year. 


£. 748,822 15 6 


1800. 


£.1,094,326 7 


1,582,584 11 


1801. 


612,713 5 


993,380 


1802. 


851,905 4 


1,611,538 17 


1803. 


604,764 11 


825,047 10 


1804. 


436,598 14 


1,051,314 16 


1805. 


566,252 1 


1,185,908 17 


1806. 


505,863 15 


1,498,138 1 


1807. 


59S,55S 14 


28,748 11 


1808. 


133,271 12 


1,334,209 13 


I8O9. 


325,599 7 


£.10,059,793 11 6 


£.5,819,955 8 



Balance in favour of Portugal, £. 5flS9,95S 8 



No. III. 

A Return of the Amount of the Duties paid on Salt Fish imported 
into Lisbon from Newfoundland, for the ten years ending ZXst 
December I8O9, being 23 per cent, on the SelUng Price. 





Amount of the duty 


Total amotmt for the * 




Years. 


in each year. 


ten years. 




1800. 


£.42,497 3 6 






1801. 


25,286 12 






1802. 


52,460 4 






1803. 


42,725 2 € 




- 


1804. 


37,435 I 


£.361,093 S 6 




1805. 


44,618 13 6 


^ 




1806. 


38,877 8 6 






I8O7. 


29,399 11 6 




1 


1808. 


20,583 9 ' 


^ 




1809. 


S7,«09 17 
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A. D. 1812. 



No. IV- 

A Return of the Quantity of Grain and other Ar- 
ticks of Provision sgld on hoard Ship in the Ta- 
gus^ with the Sums paid for each Article^ clear 
of the Duties and other Ewpences^ between ist 
February 1811 and 31st January 1812. 

Wheat, 58,115MoiosM6Alqueirs>fe 1,016,747 15 



Indian Corn, 70,542 


do. 


4 


do. 


940,560 18 


a 


Barley, S2,023 


do. 


23 


do. 


373,593 12 





Bye, . 5,580 


do« 


SO 


do. 


55,S05 





Oats, 25,316 


do. 


28 


do. 


173,426 10 





French Beans, 2,628 


do. 


16 


do. 


50,330 9 





Pease, l64 


do. 


45 


do. 


3,295 





Potatoes, , S,450 


do. 






20,696 18 





Kidney Beans, 210 


do. 






4,211 14 





Commdn do, 2,064 


do. 






24,087 15 





Monks do. 93 


do. 
i paid for grain. 


1,395 





Totfi 


iE. 2,672,150 11 












♦ A Moio contains 60 Alqueirs. 
An Alqueir is equal to a Wiachcftftr fiushel. 
A Quintal is about 10$ lbs. 
An Aixoba i$ 32 lbs. 
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OF FOR'- 


ru 


GAL 


S25 


Dried Salt Fish, 


185,302 Quintals, 






£.246,410 


Oa.D.1812. 


Ditto Pork, 


859 do. 






7,053 


OV^/^i-^ 


Bacon Hams, 


6,048 do. 


1 Arroba, 


55,149 





Cheese, 


3,4125 do. 


3 


do. 


29,942 6 





Biscuit, 


22,136 do. 


2 


do. 


64,657 





Rice, 


226,544 do. 






402,744 10 





Figs, 


3 do. 


3 


do. 


41 13 





Tiinny Fish, 


1,210 do. 






2,690 





Pare do. 


600 do. 






3,200 





Small do. 


20 do. 






21 S 





Floui-, 


605,948 Barrels, 






2,051,780 





Butter, 


89,616 do. 






350,928 





Salt Beef, 


17,073 do. 






67,107 ' 


0^ 


Salmon, 


305 do. 






610 





Herrings, 


1,349 do. 






2,700 








Total pai 
34,438 


d for sundries, 
Pipes> 


£.3,285,033 12 





Wme, 


£.784,002 





Vinegar, 


163 


do. 


2,300 





OHve Oil, 


7,3791 


do. 


201,300 


Q 


Ardent Spirit! 


5, 17,075 


do. 


691,470 11 





Porter, 


972 


do. 


19,443 





Gin, 


12'7 


do. 483 Barrels, 14,700 





Fish Oil, 


81 


do. 


2,430 





Bullocks, 


1,647 




18,300 





JEEaisins, 


3,667 Chests, 


225,450 


e 


Fowls, 


270 




45 





^ggs. 


5,200 Dozens, 
Total for Wine, Spirits, &c. 


346 14 







£.1,959,787 5 


Q 



Grand Total of Money paid for Grain and 
Provisions imported during the year, in- 
cluding £. 2,423,696 paid at the outports^ £.10,34^0,665 8 
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State ofLiteratiire and Literary Societies. 

A. D. 1812. Literature was at a much lower ebb in Portu- 
^gal some years ago than at present, and the 
sciences certainly owe a great deal to the Marquis 
of Pombal. Previous to his time, an author had 
to submit his works, both before and after they 
were printed, to the examination and censure of 
a great number of tribunals j and, what was still 
worse, these tribunals were almost all connected 
with the Inquisition, and composed of clergymen, 
Pombal conferred the office of censor upon a 
iBoard, which included some of the lay members 
of the government, and which was called ** The 
Royal Board for the general examination and 
censure of Books,'* and every work, when prints 
ed, bore on the title-page, that it was published 
with the permission of that Board. This Board, 
however, has been set aside, and the office of 
censor is now performed by the Board of Pri». 
vy Council, " Meza de disembargo do Pa^o;'* 
and the only real difficulty in publishing books is 
the want of purchasers, that is, if they relate to 
the arts and sciences, or history ; politics, of 
course, are out of the question* 

For many years pdst, the governmeot has giv^i) 
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every possible encouragement to scientific pur-A.D.i8ii?. 
suits, and the principal works of philosophy, na- ^^-"^^'^^^ 
tural history, chemistry, rural economy, &c. which 
have been published during the last century, have 
been translated into Portuguese at the expense of 
' the state ; and young men have been sent to the 
different Universities on the Continent, and in 
Great Britain, to acquire a knowledge of the 
sciences taught at these schools. 

Only two newspapers are puUished in Lisbon 
at present, the " Ga?ette,'* a daily paper, and 
the " Telegraph,'* which is published three times 
a-week. The Gazette contains very few observa^ 
tions beyond the dry detail of passing events ; 
but the Telegraph is written with great spirit. A 
weekly paper, called the " Minerva Lusitana,** 
was published for some time at Coimbra, but it is 
now discontinued. When I left Lisbon in May 
last, the first Number of the Coimbra Review, a 
monthly publication, had just come\)ut. One of 
the French papers publi^ed in London, the 
*' Courier de Londres,'' was translated into Por- 
tuguese, and re-published at Lisbon j but as it 
was found to interfere with the profits of the Ga- 
zette, it has been prohibited. 

There are several very extensive bookseller.^* 
rshops in Lisbon, where most of the continental 
jsvorks may be met with, up to 1807 j and at the 
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A.D.1812. University-Press of Coimbra, some works have 
^"^^^^"^ been printed in a very superior manner* The 
Royal Academy of Sciences has a very good 
printing-office, and there are two or three private 
printing-offices in Lisbon by no means bad. The 
paper used in works of any consequence is chiefly 
foreign, and principally from England or Holland, 
as the little which is manufactured, in the country 
is extremely bad-coloured and coarse. Atpre^ 
sent, paper is a considerable article of export 
from this country to Portugal, and in the best 
printing-offices, the types are English. A great 
number of pamphlets are daily issuing from the 
press in Lisbon, chiefly invectives against the 
French, and respecting Sebastianism ^ j some 
beautiful detached poems make their appear*- 
jmce occasionally j but no work of any import- 
ance, if we except Gama, or, the Discovery ci 
India, an epic poem, and the History of the 
French Invasion, have been published since the 
commencement of the present war. Within the 
last twenty years, several very valuable papers 
have been published by the Academy of Sciences, 
and many of the Classics, and ancient works, con- 
nected with the history and antiquities of Portu- 
gal, have been re-printed at the University-Press 
in Coimbra. At present, a very splendid edition 
ftf tjhe ^ Flora Lusitana/' with coloured plates, 



Digitized 



by Google 



CuAP. VIL] OF PORTUGAL. S29 

is publishing in that tity. The collection of un-A.D.i8ii?r 
published books rekting ta the history of Portu- 
gal, published by the Royal Academy, contains 
many valuable documents of great importance to 
the historian ; and the Vestiges of the Arabic Lan- 
^age in Portugal, by Friar John de Souza, is a 
work of great interest to those who are fond of 
Oriental literature* Eveiy work of true merit is 
sure to meet with a powerful patron in his Royal 
Highness the Prince Regent; and from the 
catalogue of books published at Rio de Janei- 
ro, both original and translations, which I have 
seeti, it is evident that literary pursuits are not 
ncjglected in the New World. The most va^ 
luable of the English medical works have been 
translated into Portuguese, particularly the works 
of Darwin, Cullen, Brown, &c. ; and Hamilton on 
Purgatives, and Duncan's Dispensary, are now, ' 
I believe, in the press. CuDen's Nosology forms 
the text-book in the University of Coimbra. 

Among literary establishments, the ancient U- 
niversity of Coimbra certainly holds the first raink. 
It was established by King Dennis at Lisbon in 
1291, but transferred to Goimlrfa in 1^)8, where 
it has remained, with an exception of fifty-six . 
years th^t it was removed to Lisbon, in the reigns 
of Don Ferdinand and John I. and where it 
flourished under the auspices of the great Prince 
Henry. John IH. who enlarged and regulated 
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A.D.i8i2.tures on algebra, the application of algebra to 
geometry, integral and differential fluxions, and 
general and particular physics. In the third year, 
he is obliged to attend chemistry, botany, and 
agriculture j and if approved at the public exa- 
minations, he is permitted to commence the study 
of medicine. In the &st year of his mediod 
studies, and fourth of his University course, he 
attends the lectures on anatomy, surgery, and 
midwifery. In the second year, he studies phy- 
siology and pathology ; in "die third, materia me- 
dica and pharmacy ; in the fourth, nosology and 
the theory of physic ; and in the fifth of his me- 

N 

dical course, and eighth of attendance at the U- 
niversity, he attends the lectures on the practice 
of physic } for the last three years, he is also 
obliged to attend the hospital and clinical lec- 
tures ; but this long course is only necessary for 
the student to take a Doctor's degree, which is 
very expensive. The greater part of the physi- 
cians in Portugal, therefore, are only Bachelors^ 
who are licensed to practice by the University 
and Board of Health. 

The Royal Academy of Sciences of Lisbon de- 
. -serves next to be mentioned. It was founded by 
her present Majesty, and has done much for the 
advancement of science. The memoirs publish- 
ed by tliis Society are many of them interesting 
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and well written, and many of the prize essays a. D.1812. 
deserve to be more generally known. Lord Wel- 
lington was lately made an honorary member, and 
the Society have offered a sum of money for the 
best essay on his Lordship*s campaigns in that 
country. The acting members are divided into 
three classes, viz. natural history, mathematics, 
and literature; but the Academy consists of 
honorary and foreign members, veteran mem- 
bers, and corresponding members, as well as of 
the acting members. 

The College of the Nobles, founded in 1761^ 
was, previous to the war, a most excellent institu- 
tion, as in it the young nobility were brought up 
and educated under prefer masters j but its halls^ 
are now deserted, and the building is made a bar- 
rack for a regiment of militia. There is an aca- 
demy for the instruction of the youths destined for 
the sea-service, and another for the artillery and en- 
gineer corps J and public teachers are maintained 
by the government in every part of the kingdom, 
for the instruction of youth ; but, as is well ob- 
served by a German traveller in that country, 
*^ there is no want of means ; the defect is in the 
choice of them, the requisite taste for knowledge 
not having yet been found, and nobody knowing 
how to impart it.'* 
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CHAP. VIII. 



A Sfcetch of the Campaign in Portugal in 1810^ 
1811, and 1812. 



In the following slight sketch of the operations 
', of the allied army during the last three years, the 
movements and conduct of the Portuguese troops 
are principally attended to. 

In the history of that army, I have brought 
down the campaign to the latter end of 1809, 
when the troops were recalled from the northern 
frontier, and cantoned in the interior of the king- 
dom, for the purpose of being organized and dis- 
ciplined. In the'latter end of March and begin- 
ning of April 1810, Marshal Beresford collected 
the different brigades of the army, and kept thenr 
together in and near Cpimbra for ten days. He 
reviewed and minutely inspected the whole in this 
collected form, and then marched them offta 
join the British army, which was now on the 



Digitized 



by Google 



Chap. VIII.] OF PORTUGAL. 33J 

frontiers, and they were incorporated with the se-A.D.i8icr. 
veral divisions of that army. The divisions of ^'■^V'"*^ 
Militia and Ordenanza of the northern provinces 
were allowed to remain in detached bodies, the 
whole being commanded by the Portuguese Lieu- 
tenant-general Bacellar, but the individual divi- 
sions by Brigadier-generals Silveira and Millar, 
and Colonels Trant and Wilson *. No movement 
of any consequence took place, till the fall of 
Cidade Rodrigo allowed the French to advance 
upon Portugal. Early in June, however, the di- 
vision of Militia under the command of General 
Silveira, and the light troops of the Line, which 
were in advance, began to skirmish with the ene- 
my. And on the morning of the 24th of July, 
the First and*Third Battalions of Portuguese Ca- 
9adores had an opportunity of distinguishing 
themselves. These two corps had been attached 
to the light division of the British army under the 
late Major-general Robert Crawford, and had 
often been engaged in out-post skirmishes, in 
which they had behaved well, but they had pever 
seen any thing like a general action. 

On the morning of the above-mentioned day, 24th Juk. 
Marshal Ney advanced upon the position opcu- 

* Coloiiel Trant and Colonel, Wilson have both been promot- 
ed to the raak of Brigadier-generals. 



Digitized 



by Google 



836 PRESENT STATE IChap. Vitt 

A.D.1810. pied by our light troops, with the whole of the 
Sixth Corps d* Armee, consisting^ of not less than 
twenty-four thousand men. The centre of the 
line of piquets, which occupied tlie road leading 
•from Almeida to Val de la Mula, was first attack- 
ed ; but these piquets were withdrawn, as the 
head of a strong column soon presented itself 
with artillery, and began to form on the oppo^te 
side of a rivulet. General Crawford, being" con- 
vinced of the impossibility of preventing the in- 
vestment of Almeida, from the numbers opposed 
to him, determined on crossing the Coa ; and in 
the face of this immense force, the General 
brought off his troops with, comparatively speak* 
ing, very little loss. Some companies of the For- 
ty-third Regiment, as also part of the Ninety-fifth, 
with the Third Battalion of Portuguese Ca^adores, 
were placed on a height in front of the bridge 
over the Coa, which they kept possession of till 
the whole of the division had passed over, and 
till one of the horse-artillery ammunition wag- 
gons which had been overturned in a very bad si- 
tuation, was got up, and dragged by the men to 
the other side of the river. In the general orders 
of the French army. Marshal Ney and General 
Loison pay their troops some very flattering com-^ 
pliments on the success of this attack, which 
proves that it must have been nobly contested by 
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the small division of the allied army: the gallant a, d.isio. 
conduct of the Third Battalion of Portuguese 
Ca9adores, commanded by lieutenant-colonel 
Elder, is particularly mentioned by General Craw- 
ford. 

After the fall of Almeida, Lord Wellington re- 
tired upon the Ponte de Murcella, and the French 
advanced by way of Celorica and Trancoso upon 
Viieu. In these movements the advanced posts 
of the allied army nevet gave way but when the 
enemy advanced in force^ so that he was kept 
continually in check in his front, while the divi-* 
sions of MiUtia and Ordenanza were employed 
on his flanks and rear* Colonel Trant, with his 
division, attacked the escort of the military chest 
and reserve of artillery near Tojal, on the 20th 
of September, and made two officers and one 
hundred men prisoners. The divisions of Gene- 
ral Millar and Colonel Wilson got between the 
French army and Almeida, and cut off its com- 
munication with that garrison for some time. On 
tiie 21st of September, the advanced guard of the 
French army pushed on to St Cambadad, which 
obliged Brigadier^general Pack to retire with his 
brigade, (the First and Sixteenth Regiments of 
the Line, and Fourth Ca9adores), across the river 
Criz, and join Major-general Crawford's at Mor- 
tagoa. The bridges over the rivers Criz and Dao 

• Y f 
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A.D. 1810. were destroyed by General Pack, but the enemy 
^"^^^'^^^ having repaired the bridge over the Criz, the 
whole of Marshal Ney's corps was x:ollected oh 
the opposite side of that river, and his advanced 
guard crossed it on the evening of the 23d. On 
the 25th of September, the whole of the Sixth, 
and also the Second Corps of the French army 
crossed the Criz, and General Crawford's division, 
and Brigadier-general Pack's brigade, retired to 
the position which had been fixed upon by the 
Commander-in-chief, on the Sierra de Busaca 
The retreat of these two bodies was one of the 
finest sights ever witnessed, and though closely 
pursued by the whole of the two corps of Ney 
and Regnier, it was conducted by General Craw- 
ford in so able a manner, that the troops took 
their position in the line without suffering any 
great loss. The steadiness of the Portuguese 
troops in this movement was very conspicuous, 
and the gallantry and steadiness of the Fourth 
Battalion of Ca9adores, which was engaged with 
the advance of Regnier's corps in the afternoon 
of the 25th, is particularly mentioned by^ the 
Commander-in-chief, in his Lordship's dispatch ta 
the Earl of Liverpool. 

Massena, deceived by a Portuguese officer, 
in whose opinion he placed the greatest cou-* 
fidence, as to the quality of the Portuguese 



Digitized 



by Google 



GiiAP. VIIL] CAMPAIGNS. 339 

froops, and ignorant of the extent of the fOTCeA.D.isie. 
which had been collected upon the summit of the ^^^^'^'"^^ 
Sierra de Busaco^ ordered, on the morning of the 
27th, an attack to be made upon the allied army 
in that impenetrable position, at two different 
pointsi ; the one on the right, the other on the 
left of the highest part of the Sierra. The at- 
tack upon the right was made by two divisions of 
Regnier's corps, and upon that part of the Sier^ 
ra which was occupied by General Picton's divi* 
sion of the allied army. One of these divisions 
gained the summit of the mountain, when it was 
repulsed in a most gallant manner by the Forty- 
fifth and Eighty-eighth British Regime^nts, and by 
the Eighth Portuguese Reginient, under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant-colonel Douglas. This young 
corps joined the British troops in the charge, and 
assisted in driving the enemy from the advan- 
tageous ground which he had gained. The other 
division deployed more to the right, by the road 
leading to St Antonio de Cantaro, but was re-- 
pulsed before it could reach the top of the Sierra 
by his Mjgesty's Seventy-fourth Regiment, and 
the Ninth and Twenty-first Regiments of Portu- 
guese Infantry, under the command of Colonel 
Champalimaud. General Picton made a most - 
flattering report of the conduct of these two coi'ps, 
as also of the Portuguese Artillery, under the 

Y2 
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A. D. 1810. command of Major Arinchild; and Lord Wel- 
^"^^^^'^^ lington was pleased to declare in his public dis- 
patch, that he had never witnessed a more gallant 
attack than that made by his Majesty's Eighty- 
eighth and Forty-fifth Regiments, and the Eighth 
Portuguese Infantry. 

The attack upon the left was made by three di- 
visions of infantry of the sixth corps of the French 
army, and upon that part of the Sierra which was 
occupied by General Crawford's division, and 
Brigadiet-General Pack's brigade^ The steadi- 
ness with which one of these divisions ascended 
the mountain was really astonishing ; but, upon 
, General Crawford charging them with his Majes- 
ty's Forty-third, Fifty-second, and Ninety-fifth 
Regiments, and the Third Battalion of Portu- 
guese Ca9adores, they were soon routed, and 
driven down with immense loss. Brigadier-gene- 
ral Coleman's brigade of Portuguese Infantry,^ 
which was in reserve, was moved up to support 
General Crawford, and a battalion of the Nine* 
teenth Portuguese, under the command o£ Lieu* 
\ tenant-colonel M^Bean, made a most gallant and 
successful charge upon another division of the 
enemy. Lieutenant-cplonel M*Bean had his horse 
shot in this charge, and though it was uncertain 
for a moment whether it was the horse or the rider 
that was wounded, yet the ardour of the brave 
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Portuguese was not in the least damped byseeingA.D.i8io. 
their leader fall — they cheered for revenge j but 
renewed the cheer with more joy for victory, 
when they saw their Lieutenant-colonel again at 
their head. Besides these attacks, the light troops 
of • the two armies were engaged throughout the^ 
whole of the 27th; and the Fourth Battalion of 
Portuguese Ca9adores, and First and . Sixteenth 
Regiments of Infantry of the Line, directed by 
Brigadier-general Pack, and commanded by Lieu- 
tenant-colpnel de Rego, Lieutenant-colonel Hill, 
and Major Armstrong, shewed great steadiness 
and gallantry. 

I shall conclude the transactions of this day, 
so glorious to the allied arms, with the words of 
Lord Wellington in his dispatch to the Earl of 
Liverpool, and which were truly gratifying to the 
Portuguese nation : *^ Although," says his Lord- 
ship, *' from the unfortunate circumstance of the 
delay of Colonel Trant's arrival at Sardad, I am 
apprehensive that I shall not succeed in effecting 
the object which I had m view^ in passing tlie 
Mondego, and in occupying the Sierra de Busa- 
co, I do not regret my having done so.* This* 
movement has afforded pae a favourable oppor- ^ 
tunity of shewing the enemy the description of 
troops of which this army js composed ; it has 
brought the Portuguese levi^ into action with the 
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A.D.1810. enemy^r thejirst time, in an advantageous situa- 
tion ; and they have proved that the trouble which 
has been taken with them has not been thrown a» 
way ; and that they are worthy of contending in the 
same ranks wi$h British troops in this interesting 
cause, which they o^xyrd the best hopes of saucing.** 

In the action of the 27th of September, the 
Portuguese had one Captain, two Subalterns, one 
Serjeant, one Drummer, and eighty-two rank and 
file, killed; and one Colonel, one Major, five 
Captions, eighteen Subalterns, nine Serjeants, and 
four hundred and seyenty-eight rank ajid file, 
wounded. 

J^ord Wellington, in pursuance of the plan 
which he had long fixed upon, retired from Bu* 
saco, and crossed the Mondego near Coimbra, on 
the 29th and 30th of September, with the whole 
of the allied army. About mid-day, on the 1st 
of October, the advanced guard of the French 
army entered Coimbra. The left of the allied 
army continued to march by Leiria and Alcoba9a, 
upon the lines of Torres Vedras, while General 
HilPs division, and the right wing, passed on by 
Thomar and Santarem, and ,came into the line at 
Villa Fratica. 

Massena remained quietly at Coimbra till the 
evening of the 4th, when, about midnight, tiie 
^phole army moved forward, leaving only the sick 
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and wounded, and a few gens d'armes, to keep a. d.i sic. 
order in the city. No action of any consequence ^^^'^^^'^^ 
took place from the time our army left Bu^co, 
till it got into the lines. But Colonel Trant, 
having been informed of the state in which Coim- 
bra had been left, determined, if possible, in con- 
junction with Brigadier-general Millar and Colo- 
nel Wilson, to retake it. With this view, he 
moved the division under his order to Mealhada, 
where he expected General Millar and Colonel 
Wilson would join him with the troops under their 
command; but in this he was disappointed, as 
these officers could not get on for want of sup- 
plies. Under these circumstances. Colonel Trant 
determined to move on with his own division, and 
endeavour to surprise the troops in Coimbra, be- 
fore his arrival at Mealhada could be known, or 
any means used for the defence of the city. He 
therefore marched about mid-day on the 7th, hav- 
ing a squadron of Cavalry in his front, command- 
ed by a very distinguished young officer. Lieute- 
nant Dutel, and two hundred light troops. The 
Regiment of Militiar of Coimbra headed the co- 
lumn of Infantry, having that station allotted 
them as the post of honour. Colonel Trant de- 
termined to enter the city by two different gates, 
but this was not found to be necessary. Near 
Fornas Jie succeeded in cutting off a detachment 
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.A.D.i8io.of the enemy, which prevented any infonnation 
being given to the troops in Coimbra ; so that, 
when his cavalry were heard galloping along the 
streets, it was for some time uncertiain whether 
they were French or Portuguese. 

By the judicious manoeuvre of crossing the 
Mondego, and penetrating into the Lisbon road^ 
they equally cut off ^11 communication with the 
main army. 

Colonel Trant entered the city with his co- 
lumns of infantry very soon after the cavalry had 
crossed the Mondego, and having dispatched dij* 
visions to the principal streets and squares, the 
whole were very soon subdued; the enemy's troops 
surrendered at discretion, and the prisoners ex- 
ceeded five thousand, among whom were upwards 
of eighty officers; three thousand five hundred fire- 
locks were found, and almo3t the whole of them 
loaded. 

If the action of Busaco was honourable to the 
regular forces of Portugal, this brilliant afiair was 
equally so to Colonel Trant, and the Militia un?. 
der his command ; yet the joy of the poor fellows 
on recovering! their native city, was much dampr 
ed by the misery in which they found it. ** The 
enemy," says Colonel Trent, " not content with 
sacking it to the utmost extent, and stripping th^ 
feT¥ housekeepers who remained of eyep theif 
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personal cloathing, had wantonly set fire to some aid. isio. 
houses, and had heaped into the streets, in one ^^^^^^^^^ 
general mass of disorder, all the furniture which 
they could not take with the army/* Besides the 
prisoners taken in Coimbra by Colonel Trant, be- 
tween three and four hundred were collected by 
Brigadier-general Millar, in the neighbourhood of 
that city. 

While these operations were carrying on in 
the north, an equally destructive warfare was 
kept up by Brigadier-general Blunt, from the' 
garrison of Peniche. No sooner had the ene- 
my got possession of Sobral, than General 
Blunt began to annoy his right flank and rear. 
This active officer kept continually sending out 
small detachments from his garrison, which prov^ 
ed very destructive to the enemy's foraging par- 
ties, and obliged him, even on the most trivial oc- 
casions, to move in force. In this service Briga^ 
dier-general Blunt was most ably seconded by the 
brave Captain Fenwick, who, after taking and 
destroying not less than between two and three 
hundred of the enemy, and after being engaged 
more than twenty timeSji fell a sacrifice to his own 
bravery, in 2^n attack upon a party of eighty gre- 
nadiers, at Evora, near Alcoba9a, on ' the 8th of 
December. On the 14th of October, the enemy 
attacked a detachment of the Seventy-first British 
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A.z>.i8io.Regiment9 us also ^ piquet of the Eleventh and 
Twenty-third Portuguese Regiments: but the 
former, led on by the Honourable Lieutenant-co- 
lonel Cadogan and Lieutenant-colonel Reynell^ 
and the latter, with Colonel Harvey at their 
head, soon put his columns to the rout. In this 
charge Colonel Harvey received a musket-bali 
through his left shoulder, which deprived the 
army of his services for a time. 

On the 14th of November, Massena commen- 
ced his retreat from the position in front of the 
British lines. The allied army began to advance 
on the morning of the 15th, and followed the 
route of the enemy. The advanced guard and 
cavalry reached Alenquer on the 15th, Azambuja 
and Alcoentre on the 16th, and.Cartaxo on the 
17th, and were followed in their line of march, 
and supported, by Sir Brent Spencer's Division, 
and the Fifth Division^ uader the coii^mand of 
Migor-general Leith. ^ 

In these movements they took about four hun- 
dred prisoners. Major-general Fane, who had 
occupied the left bank of the Tagus for some 
time with the Thirteenth Light Dragoons, and 
Fourth and Tenth Regiments of Portuguese Ca- 
valry, was joined on the 1 8th by the Second Di^ 
vision of the allied army, under the command of 
Lieutenant-general Hill: and while the ^and 
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army^ under the Commander-in-chief, took up aA.D.i8io. 
strong position on the river Maior, Lieutenant- ' 
general Hill watched the positions of the enemy 
from Mugeih, Almorim, and Chamusca. During 
these movements, the enemy made several at- 
tempts to cross the Zezere at Punhete, but the 
fords of this river were most gallantly defended 
by Lieutenant-colonel Watling of the Twenty- 
second Portuguese Regiment, who had been de- 
tached by Governor Lobo, with a small force, 
from the garrison of Abrantes, for the purposie of 
defending that position as long as possible. The 
whole of Loison's division, however, being brought 
against this small detachment, Lieutenant-colonel 
Watling was obliged to retire to the garrison. In 
several skirmishes which took place previous to 
Lieutenant-colonel Watling's retreat, the men of 
his detachment belonging to the Thirteenth and 
Twenty-second Regiments of the Line, shewed 
the gieatest steadiness and gallantry ; and such 
was the resistance made by the armed peasants, 
and Ordenanza at this period, in every part of the 
country, that when ^ General Foy was sent to 
France with dispatches for his government, he 
was obli^d to take with him a guarid of two thou*- 
sand men. 

About the middle of December a strong rein- 
fprcement for Massena's army entered Portugal, 

Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



348 WELLINGTON'S [Chap. VIU, 

A.D.1810. It arrived upon the Alva at the Ponte de Mur- 
cella ^on the 24th of that month, and continued 
its mardi to join the army. Colonel Wilson, who 
had been for some time with his division of Mili- 
tia at Espinhal, crossed the Mondego on the ad« 
vance of these troops j but by repassing that river 
on the 25th, he came up with theT enemy's rear 
on his march froip the Alva to Espinhal, and took 
several prisoners, and cut off some of their small 
detachments. 

General Cl^arede, who commanded a division 
of thQ French army on the frontiers, having got 
information of the numbers and position of the 
troops under General Silveira, attacked him at 
the Ponte d'Albade near Trancoso, on the 30di 
of December, apd obliged him to retire witii 
some loss. In this action the brave Twenty-fourth 
Regiment distinguished itself. General Silveira's 
division had been so annoying to tlie French army, 
that Claparede appeared determined to extirpate 
k. He kept up a harassing pursuit for several 
days ; and besides Lieutenant-colonel M'Bean, 
who was severely wounded, the Twenty-fourth Re* 
giment had to lament the loss of Major Cocksey, 
who was killed at Villa de Ponte on the 14th of 
January. Lieutenant-general Ba9ellar brought 
the divisions of Brig^ier-genferal Millar and. of 
Colonel Wilson to bear upon the flanks and rear 
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of Claparede's army, which checked his pursuit a. D.isn. 
of General Silveira ; Imt before this was accom- 
plished, he had driven him from Lamego, and 
across the Douro. 

About this period diflerent corps of the Orde*-^ 
nanza began to unite their forces, and to assume 
the character of Guerillas. These corps becom- 
ing somewhat respectable in the Lower Beira, 
Lieutenant-colonel Grant, of the Loyal Lusita* 
nian Legion, was sent to take the command of 
them. This oflScer was particularly active, and 
carried on a most destnictive warfare against tlie 
«nemy^s escorts in that part of the country. On 
the 1st of February, he attacked the escort of 
General Foy, who was returning from France, 
and by placing about eighty of his Ordenanza oa 
a height near the village of Alpedrinha, they kept 
up a well-directed fire upon the enemy, and oc- 
casioned a loss to him of one colonel, one quar- 
ter-master, and two hundred and seven rank and 
file killed, and eighteen prisoners, besides the 
greater part of his baggage and cattle. In this 
afi&ir four Englishmen were taken, who, after 
being for five years in a French prison, entered 
the Irish Legion, and who, although they had 
been for nearly two years with the army in Spain, 
had not been able to eflfect their escape. Colonel 
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A. D.I 81 J. Grant had also a severe engagement with the d^ 
Vision of General Claparede, near Covilao, on 
the 12th of February. His Ordenanza behaved 
so well, that the enemy could not force him to 
retire till the 18th, and not till they had brought 
up a strong column with several pieces of artillery. 
The brigade of cavalry under General Maddan 
had al30 frequent skirmishes with the enemy in 
the neighbourhood of Badajos. 

Early iir January, Marshal Mortier left Seville ; 
on the 3d he arrived at Ronquillo, and, continu- 
ing to advance into Estremadura, he formed a 
junction with the division under General Girard, 
at Guadalcanal, and obtained possession of Me* 
rida, and the bridge over the Guadiana at that 
place, on the 9th. Soon afterwards, he com- 
menced the blockade of Oliven^a, which, con- 
taining but a small garrison, and being badly sup- 
plied with provisions and stores, was taken pos- 
session of on the 22d or 23d. 

As soon as it became apparent that an attack 
upon Badajos was meditated by the French army, 
the Marquis Romana ordered the Spanish troops 
under his command, and which had joined the 
allied British and Portuguese army, to marcli to 
the frontier ; but the death of that virtuous no- 
bleman at Cartaxp, on the 23d of January, re- 
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tarded the advance of the troops, as General a. d.isik 
Mendizabel, who succeeded to the command, im- 
mediately halted thpm. Upon the recommenda- 
tion, however, of Lord Wellington, Mendizabel 
again ordered this army to advance, and joined it 
at Elvas <m the morning of the 6th of February. 
Mortier, nevertheless, continued his position in 
the neighbourhood of Badajos, and began to 
break ground before that place on the left of the 
Guadiana. 

As the Spanish army advanced upon Badajos, 
the enemy's cavalry, who had been pushed to- 
wards Elvas, were withdrawn. While passing the 
Evora, the French cavalry were attacked by the 
Spanish troops and Brigadier-general Maddan's 
brigade of Portuguese cavalry, and lost some 
cattle and baggage. In this affair the Portuguese 
behaved most gallantly, but not being supported 
by the Spaniards, the enemy rallied, and obliged 
them to recross the Evora with considerable 
Joss. 

On the 19th of February, the French attacked 
General Mendizabel in his position on the heights 
of St Christoval, and totally defeated him. In 
this affair General Maddan's brigade suffered se- 
verely. The Eighth Regiment, led on by Colonel 
Browi>, cut its way through the French ranks, 
and retired upon Elvas, Colonel Brown was se- 
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A.D.1811. verely ivoimded, and lost several of his officers 
and men. 

After this defeat, of the Sp2(nish axmy, the most 
active operations commenced against Badajos^ 
^hich^ though it contained a garrison almost 
equal to the besieging army, and though there 
was no practicable breach in the walls, nor any 
want of provisions in the town, surrendered to the 
French army on the 10th of March, at the very 
moment that Lord Wellington had detached ^ 
large force under Marshal Beresford for its sup- 
port. 

To make up, howevefr, for these disasters, the 
French continued to suffer most severely in their 
position at Santarem, and on the north of the 
Tagus. General Blunt still kept sending out 
detachments from his garrison. Parties were 
taken almost every day by tne allied army on the ^ 
out-posts J and Brigadier-general Lobo, the go- 
vernor of Abrantes, was most active in organizing 
Guerillas. The small parties from his garrison 
killed and took prisoners not less than three 
hundred of the enemy in the months of January 
and February. 

A peasant, from the neighbourhood of Thomar, 
of amazing muscular strength, became so annoy- 
ing to the enemy on the banks of the Zezere, 
that they offered a very high reward for his head. 
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This man was accustomed to penetrate their very a.d.i8ii. 
encampment at Thomar j he ^tilled upwards of 
thirty men with hi»own hand in the month pf 
February, and took about fifty horses and mules. 
He lived generally in a cave in the mountains, 
but brought his booty to Abrantes to be sold. 
He was a most determine, brave-looking fellow, 
;ind continued this predatory warfare as long" as 
the enemy remained in the country. All the poor 
inhabitants of that part of the country flocked to 
his habitation, and found themselves perfectly 
secure under his protection. 

A young gentleman of the name of Gama, an 
ensign of the Twenty-second Regiment, from the 
garrison of Abrantes, was also very active in pro- 
curing information of the enemy's position and 
movements; and a party from that garrison, 
> which was stationed at the Ponte de Cabril, not 
only kept the communication with the north 
open, hut was also a severe check upon the ma- 
rauders from the enemy's army ; so much so, in- 
deed, that Loison found it necessary to send a 
detachment of 2000 men, to dislodge that small 
party. The party effected its retc^at by Castello 
Branco and Nisa, and joined its corps at Abrantes. 
But the Guerillas which had been organized in 
thjat part of the country by Captain Ray, of the 
Second Portuguese Regiment, proved so annoy- 
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A.Diisu.ing to this advanced detachment of the enemy, 
that it was very soon withdrawn. 

When Ney's corps took possession of the banks 
of the Zezere, a strong division was stationed 
under Loison at Punhete and Montalvo, the ad- 
vanced piquets of which were pushed near to A- 
moreira. Governor Lobo very frequently drove 
in these advanced piquets, which made it a most 
severe duty for the enemy, and occasioned him 
immense loss. In all these sallies from Abrantes, 
the Portuguese troops, both regulars and militia, 
behaved with great steadiness, and shewed the 
greatest anxiety to engage more closely with the 
enemy; and I am convinced, that had Loison 
ever attempted to take Abrantes by storm, he 
would have found it a most difficult matter, and 
would have suflFered severely ; for the garrison, 
although very weak, and for the most part com- 
posed of militia regiments, had such confidence 
in Governor Lobo, that they certainly would have 
defended the place to the last extremity. Of this, 
I believe, Massena was pretty well convinced. 

On the evening of the 1st of March, a Portu- 
guese boy was taken in Abrantes, with a consider- 
ablo. quantity of hams, tea, sugar, &c. which he 
had purchased, but for whom he felt some diffi- 
culty in declaring. On being carried before the 
Governor, and minutely interrogated, he confess- 
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^d, that te Was servant to the commanding officer a. D.isn* 
of the French Sixty-sixth Regiment, and that he ^^^"^^^^^ 
had been sent to purchase these articles, in con-i 
sequence of the army being about to retire to the 
north of PortugaL He also stated, that Massena 
was id review the troops on the south of the Ze- 
zere at Montalvo, next day, (the 2d of March), 
and that the retreat would^ commence on the 
evening of the 5th^ The troops were certainly 
reviewed on the 2d, and Massena was on the 
ground from twelve to four o^clock, and the re- 
treat also commenced, as be had stated, on the 
5th of March, 

Early oh the morning of the 6th, Major-gene- 
ral the Honourable William Stewart arrived at A-'* 
brantes^ with General Houghton's brigade of Bri-* 
tish infantry, two squadrons of the Thirteenth 
Light Dragoon^, and the Second Portuguese Regi- 
ment of the Line, arid Fifth Ca§adores -^ for 
though Massena had commenced his retreat from 
Santarem^ Ney's corps still kept its position. At 
two o'clock on the morning of the Yth, these 
troops, reinforced by a detstchment from the gar- 
rison, marched out to attack the enemy's position 
at Montalvo, with a view of cutting them off, or 
of forcing them across the Zezere. Loison, how- 
ever, retreated about one o^clock, and blew up the 
bridge on the Zezere# 
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A. D. 1811. By bringing boats down the Tagus, in a paral- 
^'^^'^'''^^ lei direction with the troops, Qenexal Stewart 
was enabled to pass his division over the Zezere 
as soon as it arrived at Punhete, When the 
troops had crossed the Zezere, Marshal Bercs- 
ford, who had joined General Stewart with part 
of Lieutenant-colonel Colborne's brigade, order-^ 
ed the Thirteenth Dragoons and Portuguese light 
troops to follow in the direction of Thomar* 
They came up with the enemy's rear-guard, and 
had some skirmishing ; but being again recalled, 
the whole division occupied the heights above 
Punhete for that night. On the 8th, this force 
inarched upon Thomar, supported by the fourth 
and sixth divisions of the army, as dso by part 
of the first division, and two brigades of cavalry. 
Massena, however, did riot halt at Thomar, but 
pushed on, for the banks of the Mondego. He 
was closely pursued by the light division of the 
army, and part of the cavalry, and between Tho- 
mar and Pombal he lost about 200 prisoners. On 
the 9th, the enemy had coUected'a strcmg force 
in front of Pombal ; their advance was gallantly 
charged and driven in by the cavalry and light 
division. They kept their position till the 11th, 
when, observing that a sufficient force had been 
brought up to cope with them, they began to re- 
treat. They were again closely pursued by the 
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light division and Brigadier-general Pack's bri-A.D.i8ii. 
gade, under Major-general Sir William Erskine, 
and the cavalry under Major-general Slade. In 
this pursuit, our light troops stormed the old 
Moorish Castle of Pombal, which stands tipon a 
most commanding situation, and drove the ene- 
my's sharpshooters from it in a most superior 
style. Lord Wellington is pleased to say, that, 
upon this occasion. Lieutenant-colonel Elder's 
(the Third) Battalion of Portuguese Ca9adores 
distinguished themselves. On the 1 2th, the ene- 
my was found in a strong position at the end of a 
defile between Pombal and Redinha, with theii* 
right in. a wood upon the Soure river, and their 
left extending towards the high ground above the 
river of jRedinha, with that village in their rear. 
Lord Wellington did not hesitate to attack them 
in this position, from which they were soon driven 
by our gallant troops. Colonel Elder's Ca9adores 
again distinguished themselves in the attack made 
upon the right of the enemy in the wood ; and 
their conduct was particularly mentioned by Ma- 
jor-general Sir William Erskine. The third divi- 
;«ion of the allied army under General Picton, 
having been moved upon the enemy's left, cross- 
ed the Redinha river, and getting into the rising 
ground, obliged him to fall back towards his main 
body at Condeixa, with great loss. This flank 
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A. D. 1811. movement compelled him also to draw off his ar^ 
tillery from the ppsitiop which commanded the 
bridge and ford of the riyer, so that our troops 
were allowed to pass over. The first Battaliou 
of Ca9adores particularly distinguished themselves 
during this day, as also the flank C|Ompanie& of 
the Eleventh Regiment of the Line. 

On the ISth, Lord Wellington again came up 
with the enemy at lCondeix;a, where he had taken 
up a very strong position, and was observed to be 
moving off his baggage towards the fonte de 
Murcella. General Picton was moved througl^ 
the mountains on his left flank^ i^vhich obliged 
him to commence his retreat from that position 
ratlier suddenly, and to encamp for the nighp 
in the mountains liear Ca?aJ Nova, about a league 
from Condeixa, p,nd where the sixth and eighth 
corps were found on the morning of the 14jth. 
The light diyision attacked and drove in the out- 
posts ; but, in order to dislodge him from this po? 
sition, Lord Wellington again haji recourse to his 
flank movements. General Cole, with the fourth 
division, was prdered to move upon Panella, and 
to communicate w;th IVTajor-general Nightingale, 
who had moved upon Espinhal pn the 10th, fop 
the purpose of watching Regnier's corps. Gene- 
ral Picton, with the third division, was sent more 
^mm.ediately rpund the enemy's left, while Majpr-r 
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general Sir William Erskine, with the light divi-A.D.isii. 
sion atid Brigadier-general Pack's Portqguese bri- ^^^"^"^^^^ 
gade, turned his right. 

During these movements. Major-general Alex- 
^der Campbell, with the sixth division, support- 
ed the attack which had been made by the light 
troops in front These combined movements ob- 
liged the enemy to quit the strong position which 
he occupied, and to retreat upon the Ponte de 
Murcella. The Fourth and Sixth Battalions of 
Portuguese Ca9adores particularly distinguished 
themselves on the 14th. 

On the 15th, the enemy'« whole army was 
found in a most formidable position upon the 
Ciera river, having one corps as an advanced 
guard in front of Fos de Aronce. By again mov- 
ing his divisions upon their right and left, and at- 
tacking them briskly in front. Lord Wellington 
compelled the enemy to abandon this position . 
with great loss in killed, wounded, and prisoners. 
The troops being prevented from moving early, 
in consequence of a thick fog, did not get to the 
ground occupied by the enemy's advanced guard 
till it was nearly dark, when a small party of the 
Ninety-fifth got unperceived into a cover between 
two of the French columns, which were moving 
in a parallel direction, but unknown to each 
^ther. The British riflemen began to fire froiri 
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A.D4eii, the different sides of the cov^r upon these two 
^•"^^^"^^ columns, which was inunediately returned ; our 
brave fellows then retired; md as the French 
columns kept advancing, they soon cleared the 
cover, and opened a heavy fire i:qpon each other, 
and were ip the greatest confusion, which the 
darkness of the night tended to keep up* Many 
hundreds were lost in crossing the Ciera river in 
this confusion ; and I have heard it asserted, that 
the one column actually blew up the bridge while 
the other was upon it. 

During these operations on the right bank of 
the Mondego, Colonels Trant and Wilson moved 
with their divisions of militia from Coimfera, and 
took up a position on the left of that river. Mas-, 
sena, finding himself thus hemmed in on every 
side, retreated with great celerity towards the 
frontier. For a few hours he seemed to court an 
attack at Moita^ but was d>liged to retire from 
this position on the ey^jning of the 18th y and oa 
the 21 St he reached Celorico. On the 22d, Co* 
lonel Wilson's diviirion of militia engaged A party 
of the enemy near that place, killed se%^en, wounds 
ed several, and took fifteen prisoners. The mi* 
litia under General Silveira also took some prison^- 
ers on the 25th. 

Lord Wellington having collected his forces in 
front of Celorico on the 28tb;, with the view pf 
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^iislodging Massena from the position which heA.D.i8ii. 
occupied at Guarda, the columns destined for 
tiiis service were 'moved forward on the morning 
of the ^9th ; but the enemy retired without firing 
a shot, and took up a position at Sabugal, on the 
Coa. In this retreat he was followed by our ca*- 
valry, who took several prisoners. 

In these difierent skirmishes, the Portuguese 
tfO<^s proved themselves worthy of contencKng;. 
in the same ranks with the British, and they sup- 
ported hunger and fetigue itfthis advance beyond 
what is credible. 

The position which the eneifty took up upon 
the Coa was very strong, as that river is difecult 
of access throughout its whole course j atid in- 
deed, that position oouM only be approached by 
the left, above Sabugal. This Lord Wellington * 
determined on turning, and accordingly the army 
was put in motion on the morning of the Sd of 
April. The sixth division remained stationary 
opposite to the sixth corps of the enemy^s army, 
which was at Rovina, The s^ond, or Regnier's 
corps, formed the left of that army, and occu- 
pied a strong position^ with its right upon a rising 
ground, immediately above the bridge and town 
of Sabugal ; its left extended along the road lead- 
ing to Alfyates, to another eminence, which com- 
manded all the approaches to Sabugal, from thfe 
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xDasii.ford of the river above the town. Major-genenJ 
Sir William Erskine and Major-general Slade were 
ordered to cross die Coa, at two sejmrate fords, 
upon their right, and the cavalry to keep to the 
lught of the light division. The third division, 
under Major-general Picton, was ordered to cross 
at another ford, on the left, about a mile above 
$abqgal; and Major-general Dunlop, with the 
fifth division and artillery, iat the bridge of Sabu- 
gal 

^Colonel Beckwith*s brigade of light infantry, 
with two squadrons of cavalry, were the first that 
crossed the Coa, and four companies of the Nine- 
<y-fifth and three of Colonel Elder's Portuguese 
Ca9adores drove in the enemy's piquets. At the 
moment our troops began to engage with the 
enemy, a severe storm of rain came on, which 
rendered it almost iloipossible to see any thing ; 
our troops, therefore, pushing on in pursuit of the 
enemy's piquets, came upon the left of their 
main body, and were driven back upon the Forty^ 
third Regiment, which had beep sent to support 
tJiem. The atmosphere clearing up, the enemy 
perceived the smallness of the body that was op^ 
posed to them, and moved on in column, sup- 
ported by cavalry and artillery, to the attack; 
our brave fellows repulsed this attack, and drove 
the cpluipn back upon their main body. In adr 
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vancing, however, upon the enemy's position, a. n.i en. 
they were attacked by a fresh column upon their ^^y^^ 
left, and at the sajnie moment, charged hy the 
First French Hussars ijpon their right, which 
obliged them tO retire and t§ike post behind a. 
•jvall. From this position jtbey again repulsed the 
enemy, and advaijcing in pursuit, took from them. 
^ howitzer* Being attacked ja third time with; 
fresh cplumns of infantry and cavalry, they were 
a third time obliged to retire tq their post behind 
the wall ; where they were jojned by the other 
brigade of the Light Division, consisting of the. 
two battalions of the Fifty^second Regiment, and 
First Portxiguese Ca9adories, They now repulsed, 
the enemy with great vigour, jand though attack- 
ed by fresh columns, supported by cavalry, which 
^barged their right, they were able to take post 
upon a rising ground, ^nd to protect the howitzer 
which had been taken by the Forty-third Regi- 
ment in the former pursuit The enemy was a- 
bout to m^ke a dei^perate effort to drive them^ 
from this position, when the light infantry of 
General Picton's division, under the command 
of Lieutenant-colonel Williams, supported by 
jMajor-general Colville's brigade, opened their fire 
upon 'them ; at the same moment the head of 
Major-general Dunlop's column crossed the bridge 
of the Cpa, and ascended the heights on the 
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A.D.isii.ri^t, and the cavalry appeared on the high 
ground, in the rear of their lefl. This obliged 
the enemy to retire precipitately across the hills, 
towards Rindo; and, as Lord Wellington ob- 
serves, ^ leaving the howitzer in the possession of 
those who had so gallantly gained and preserved 
it, and about two hundred killed on the field, 
and six officers and three hundred prisoners in 
our hands.'* After this glorious action, in which 
the Light Division distinguished itself so nobly, 
and in which the First and Third Ca^adores bore 
a conspicuous part, the enemy quitted the king- 
dom of Portugal entirely, and retired behind the 
Agueda. The joy which prevailed throughout 
the nation on that occasion was sincere and uni- 
versal J and the gratitude which the country felt 
is most elegantly expressed by tfie Governors of 
Portugal, in their letter to the victorious Welling- 
ton. 

" Your Excellency's dispatch, (say the Gover- 
nors of Portugal), dated the 9th instant, having 
been laid before us, and your glorious aaid tran- 
Pendent services in the course of the present 
campaign having been duly considered, we have 
high satisfaction in testifying our just admiration 
<rf the exalted atchievements which have immor- 
talized your Excellency's name, sustained the 
honour of the combined armies, and delivered 
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this kingdom, a third time, from the oppression a. D.1811. 
of our enemies* The conduct of the army hav- 
ing justified the confidence of their Chief, and 
fulfiMed the expectation3 of the allied nations, 
we are desirous that you do make known to the 
whole army, that the Government and the coun« 
try are amply repaid for their exertions and sa* 
crifices, by the wisdom, valour, and discipline 
displa3^d by the Generals, officers, and privates, 
of which that army is composed. We will lay 
before his Royal Highness the Prince Regent of 
Portugal, in the most distinct manner, the events 
which have taken place, recommending to his 
Royal notice the services of an Army which has 
covered itself with glory under your Excellenc3r*s 
command. 

" Your Excellency cannot fail to derive high 
gratification frdm the result of your plans and la- 
bours; which, crowned with the most eminent 
success and public opinion, leave nothing want- 
ing to satisfy the heart of the illustrious warrior 
by whom they were conceived and accomplished.'* 

After the action of Sabugal, the allied army 
took up a position on the river Duas Casas j and 
Lord Wellington, giving up the command to Sir 
Brent Spencer, set ofpfor the army of the south *. 

* The Army of the South consisted of BjrJg«dier-|ener4 
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A. D. 1811. This army, commanded, by Marshal Sir Williant 
Carr Beresford, moved from its cantonments near 
Abrantes^ on the 18th of March. At Portalegre 
and Aronches, it was joined by Major-general 
Cole's division, and after halting to refresh those 
troops which had had a Icmg and fatiguing msurch^ 
the whole moved forward on th^ 25th, in the di- 
rection of Campo Maior* Upon approaching 
this town, they found the enemy, consisting. of 
four regiments of cavalry, three battalions of in* 
fantry, and some horse artillery^ drawn up in 
front of the place. The cavalry were formed in 
line, and the infantry in close column of divisions 
yci their rear. The Thirteenth Dragoons, consisti- 
ing of not more than 200, coming almost in coh-^ 
tact with the enemy's line, were ordered to 
charge, which they did in ^ very gallant style. 
The enemy's cavalry were completely routed, and 
Colonel Head, being supported by two squadrcms^ 
of the Seventh Portuguese Dragoons, pursued 
them to the very gates of Badajos* In this action 
the Portuguese Dragoons behaved remarkably 
well, and Colonel Otway found some difficulty in 
restraining their ardour.. 

Long's brigade of cavalry ; the First and Seventh Regiments of 
Portuguese Cavalry, under Colonel Otway ; the second division 
of British infantry ; and Major-general Hamilton's diyisioB of 
Portuguese iufantiy. ' ' 
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This brilliant affair was not performied without a. D.isir- 
a severe loss to the allied cavalry ; for, having to 
pass the front of the column of infantry, they 
were fired upon with considerable effect. Com- 
pared with the loss of the enemy, however, that 
of the allies was a mere trifle. 

Marshal Beresford, with the army of the South, 
crossed the Guadiana on the 4th of April, and 
took up a position to invest Badajos and 01iven9a. 
The investment of this latter place was entrusted 
to General Cole's division, and the Portuguese 
Artillery, under Major Nixon. It surrendered 
on the 15th of April, and the Franciscan Gate 
was taken possession of by the grenadier com- 
pany of the Eleventh Portuguese Regiment. 

In the account given by Major-general Cole of 
this investment, he states, that he felt great sa- 
tisfaction in saying, that " the conduct of the 
Portuguese Artillery, employed in the breaching 
battery, was highly creditable," and that it was 
owing to the fire kept up by the " British light 
companies, and the rifle companies of the Sixtieth, 
and Brunswick Regiments, under Majors Pearson 
and Birmingham, and thejlank companies of Colo^ 
nel Harvey^ s Portuguese brigade^'^ that so trifling 
a loss had been sustained. 

Marshal Beresford, judging it expedient to 
drive the enemy from the frontiers previous to the 
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A. 0.18X1. investment of Bftd^os, proceeded on the 14th of 
April to Albuera, on the 15th to St Martha, and 
on the I6tb to Los Santos. Here the British and 
Portuguese cavalry fell in with a body of tte ene^ 
my, and took 160 prisoners, and killed suad 
wounded a great many. As the enemy had re- 
tired completely from the province of Estrema- 
dura, Marshal Beresford did not think proper to 
advance further than Los Santos, and the troops 
returned to the investment of Badajos. 

Lord Wellington, having arrived with the army 
of the South on the 21st, proceeded next day to 
reconnoitre Badajos with Marshal Beresford. 
They were escorted by the two light battalions of 
the King's (jerman Legion, and two squadrotis 
of Portuguese cavalry. This escort was attacked 
by three regiments from the garrison, cmd some" 
skirmishing took place, in which the Portuguese 
shewed great steadiness. It was said, however, 
that Lord Wellington had a very narrow escape, 
as at one time he wa& almost surrounded with the 
enemy's troops. 

The garrison of Elvas (Portuguese) had, with 
great labour, constructed a bridge of boats across 
the Guadiana, and the siege of Badajos was a- 
bout to commence, when, mifortunately, on the 
night of the 23d, this bridge was carried away by 
a sudden rise of the river, in consequence of the 



Digitized 



by Google 



Chap^ VIIL] CAMPAIGNS- S69 

heavy fains; Lord Wellington therefore direct-A.D.i8ii* 
ed, that the operations of the siege should be de- '"•''^^''^^ 
Jayed until this bridge was re-established, but 
that, in the mean time, the city should be closely 
blockaded. 

Having received information that Massena was 
again collecting his forces in the neighbourhood 
of Cidade Rodrigo, Lord Wellington proceeded 
to join the army in the north, and arrived at Villa. 
Formosa on the 29th of April. On the 2d of 
May, the whole of the enemy's army, consisting 
of the remains of the Second, Sixth, and Eighth 
Corps, with aH the cavalry that could be collected 
in Castile and Leon, crossed the Agueda. The 
batt0.1ions which composed the Ninth Corps, were 
Uiiited to their respective reginjents in the above 
corps } but such of those battalions as belonged 
to the regiments doing duty in Andalusia, were 
formed into a separate division. The object of ' 

the enemy in making this movement, was to re- 
lieve Almeida, in which a small French garrison, 
under General Brenier, had beeti shut up, by the 
very rapid advance of our army, and which was 
known to be in the greatest distress. Lord Wei-' 
lington having taken a position, and having no 
object in view but the blockade of Almeida, did 
not oppose the enemy's advance, and accordingly 
he appeared upon the river Duas Casas, on the 
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A..D. 1811. morning of the Sdy in three columns. Two of 
the columns, consisting of the second and eighth 
corps^ took the direction of Fort Conception and 
Almeida, while the third,* composed of the sixth 
corps, the cavalry, and division of the ninth 
corps, moved in the direction of Fuentes de O- 
noro. The allied army was cantoned along the 
river Duas Casas, and on the Source of the 
Azeva. The light division, with the cavalry, was 
^t Galegos, but was ordered to fall back upon 
Fuentes de Onoro, where the first, third, and 
seventh divisions were collected, as the enemy 
advanced. The sixth division observed the bridge 
ef Almeida, and Major-general Sir William Er- 
skine, with the fifth division, guarded the passa- 
ges of the river Duas Casas, at Fort Conception 
and Aldea do Bispo j^ while General Pack, with 
the First and Sixteenth Portuguese Regiments, 
and his Majesty'^ Second Regiment, or Queen's, 
kept up the blockade of Almeida, and Don Ju- 
lian Sanchez, who was with the British army, was 
prevailed upon to take post with his Guerillas at 
Nave da Aver. On the afternoon of the 3d, the 
enemy attacked the village of Fuentes de Onoro 
with a very strong force, and were gallantly re- 
pulsed by the light infantry battalions of Major- 
general Picton's division, under the command of 
Lieutenant-colonel Williams, of the Sixtieth^ ^uid 
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by the light infantry of Major-general Nightin-A.D.ii3ii., 
gale's and Major-general Howard's brigades, un- ^^^^^"^^"^^ 
der the command of Majors Dick, of the Forty- 
second, and McDonnell, of the Ninety-second. 
The light infantry battalion of the King's Ger- 
man Legion, under Major Alley, and the Second 
Battalion of the Eighty-third Regiment, under 
Major Carr, supported these corps. As repeated 
efforts were made by the enemy to gain posses- 
sion of the village, the Seventy-first Regiment, 
under Colonel Cadogan, and the Seventy-ninth, 
under Lieutenant-colonel Cameron, were also mo- 
ved up to support the troops engaged, and Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Williams having been wounded, the 
command of the whole devolved upon Lieutenant- 
colonel Cameron, of the Seventy-ninth. The ene- 
my kept up the contest till it was dark, but our 
troops remained in possession of the whole of the 
village for the night, during which, however, our 
light troops were withdrawn ; so that the Seventy- 
first and Seventy-ninth Regiments only remained 
in the place, with the Twenty^fourth in reserve. 
On the 4th, the enemy contented himseif with 
reconnoitring our position. His intentions were 
very soon penetrated by Lord Wellington, and 
though Junot's ccM'ps was moved in the night to-- 
the left of the position occupied by the sixth 
eorps, this movement was perfeqtly anticipated 
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A. D. 1811. by the Commander of the forces; for as soon as 
it was dark, his Lordship moved the seventh divi- 
sion, under Major-general Houston, to the Poya 
Velho, the only ford by which the enemy could 
cross the river at that part. On the morning of 
iJie 5th, the eighth corps appeared opposite Ma.- 
jor-general Houston's division, while the sixth 
corps, and the division of the ninth also, made a 
movement to their left. The light division of the 
British army was sent to support General Hous* 
ton, while the first and third made a movement 
to their right, on a rising ground between the 
Turon and Duas Casas rivers, so as to keep op- 
posite to the sixth and ninth corps of the enem3r'8 
army. The eighth corps attacked the advanced 
guard of Major-general Houston's division, and 
was warmly received by the Eighty-fifth Regi- 
ment, under Major Macintosh, and the Second 
Portuguese Ca^adores, under Lieutenant-colonel 
Nixon. The enemy, however, pushing on in 
force, obliged these corps to retire, which they 
did in the best order, though exposed to a galling 
and destructive fire. Having gained tlie Poya 
Velho, the enemy's cavalry were able to turn the 
right of the seventh division, between that place 
and Nave da Aver, (from which post Don Julian 
Sanchez had previously been obliged to retire), 
and in this position they made a furicms charge 
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«pon our troc^s. This charge was gallantly mctA.D;i8in 
by a few squadrons of British Dragoons, with ^'*^'*'*' 
Major-general the Honourable Charles Stewart at 
their head, which completely repulsed their ad- 
vanced guard ; and Colonel La Motte, of the 
Thirteenth French Chasseurs, was taken prisoner 
by General Stewart. The Chasseurs Britan- 
tiiques, under Lieutenant-colonel Eustace^ and a 
detachment of the Duke of Brunswick's Light 
Infantry, shewed great steadiness on this occa- 
sion. Being on the enemy's flank, and somewhat 
concealed by a rising ground, they allowed the 
main body of the cavalry to come in a line with 
their front, when, rising up, they threw in a vol- 
ley, so well directed, that it completely checked, 
and indeed obliged them to retire. Lord Wel- 
lington, who had perceived the enemy's object, 
and who was well aware of the importance of the 
position of Fuentes de Onoro, immediately moved 
the seventh and light divisions to that point. 
TTie light division was placed on the left of the 
first as a reserve, and the seventh on some com- 
manding ground beyond the Turon, which not 
only protected the right flank and rear of the first 
division, but kept open the communication witb 
the Coa, and prevented the enemy from ^pproach^ 
ing Almeida by any of the roads between the 
Turon and that river. The different movements, 
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A. D. 1811. on this occasion, were well conducted by the of- 
^''*^^^*'^ fice'rs who commanded, and a most commanding 
position was taken up, extending from the Turon 
to the Duas Casas. 

The enemy had suffered so much in his attempts 
upon the right, that he declined making any at- 
., tack upon it in this position : a cannonade, how- 
ever, was kept up throughout the whole of the 
day, and his cavalry occasionally charged our ad- 
vanced posts. In all these charges they were re- 
pulsed ; but, unfortunately, a piquet of the first 
division, under Lieutenant-colonel Hill, of the 
Third Guards, which was returning after having 
repulsed a charge, was surprised by a body of 
cavalry before it had time to form, and Lieute^ 
nant-colonel Hill and some men were taken pri- 
soners. 

Fuentes de Onoro again became the object of 
contest, and the whole of the sixth corps was 
brought up at different periods of the day to aU 
tack it ; but it was so well defended by our brave 
troops, that they never gained more than a very 
temporary possession of it. The Seventh and 
Nineteenth Portuguese Regiments of the Line, 
the Sixth Ca^adores, and the light companies of 
ithe Sixth, Eighteenth, Ninth, and Twenty-first 
Regiments, particularly distinguished themselves 
|ij tl^e defence of Fuentes. While this contpsjt 
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was going on, which lasted till dark, a part of a.d.i8ii. 
Hegnier's corps at one time shewed some inten- ^^^^^^^'^^ 
tion of attacking Sir William Erskine's post at 
Aldea do Bispo, but the Second Battalion of the 
Liusitanian Xegion, having crossed the jiver Duas 
Casas at tlie ford, obliged them to retire. The 
enemy drew off his troops as soon as night came 
on, and left our brave fellows in possession of the • 
village of Fuentes ; and although they kept a po- 
sition in front of the army on the 5th, they began 
to retreat on the 7th, continued it on the 8th and 
9th, and on the 10th they were once more beyond 
the Agueda. In this action the enemy lost nearly 
four thousand iii killed and wounded, and we took 
about six hundred prisoners. 

Though Massena failed in his attempt te relieve 
the garrison of Almeida, he got a letter cenveyed 
to General Brenier, which informed him of his 
bad success, and which, I believe, determined 
this officer to attempt what fortunately for him 
succeeded. General Brenier saw he was left to 
his fat?; if he remained in the garrison, his 
troops must starve, or become prisoners of war; 
if he quitted the garrison in a dark night,, they 
could only be taken, but some might escape :— 
in the one case there was a chance of his escap- 
ing, in the other there was none ; he therefore 
iJetermined on quitting Almeida with his troops. 
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AD.isii.aiid accordingly left it about one o'clock on the 
morning of the 12th of May. For several nights 
previous to the 11th, Btenier had employed hi«f 
troops in the destruction of the ordnance, wbicbr 
he did by firing one piece into the mouth of an» 
other ; so that our piquets being accustomed to 
the reports of artillery, did not pay so much at- 
tention to the blowing -up of the mines as they 
might otherwise have done. On leaving the gate, 
he moved forward in two columns, which, how- 
ever, kept close together, and coming in contact 
with a piquet of the Sixteenth Portuguese Regi- 
ment, it was immediately overpowered and bayo- 
netted on the spot. 

The sixth division, which, after the retreat of 
Massena, was ordered to resume its station before 
Almeida, had only come into its position that 
afternoon j and General Pack's brigade, which 
bad continued the blockade during the absence 
of the sixth division, had been moved to its for- 
mer quarters late that evening, which circum- 
stances were much in Brenier's favour. Briga- 
dierrgeneral Pack, who was at Malpartida, being 
immediately informed of what had happened,, 
collected about one hundred of his brigade, luad 
lattacked the rear of the column, and threw them 
into considerable confusion. By throwing away 
ihm baggage;, and casting loose their horses and - 
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xnules, the French distracted the attention of the^-^*®^*- 
pursuers, so that General Pack's xmrty, engaged 
in securing the plunder, was soon diminished^ 
Major-general Campbell, and a part of the Thir- 
ly-sixth, also joined in the pursuit. The loss of 
the enemy was< immense; but the Fourth Regi- 
ment unfortunately missing its road, did not ar- 
rive at Barba del Puerco as soon a? was expected, 
fio that General Brenier and a few did escape ; 
but tliat number was very small. When it is con- 
sidered, that for the whole of the way from Al- _ 
meida to the bridge over the Agueda, he was 
fired upon by the party which accompanied Ge- 
neral Pack, as also by the Thirty-sixth R^ment, 
and that he was engaged with the Fourth at Bar- 
ba del Puerco, it is evident that his loss must 
have been very great Independent of the killed 
and wounded, I saw 490 prisoners, who were 
taken on that occasion. About this period, Mas- 
aena himself set out for France, and his army re- 
tired towards Salamanca. Junot, Lois(^, and 
others of the general oflScei^, also quitted the 
army of Portugal, as it was called, and- the com- 
mand devolved upon Marshal Marmont. 

In consequence of letters from Marshal Beres- 
ibrd. Lord Wellingtpn quitted the army of the 
North on the 15th of May, and proceeded to 
Elvas, 
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A.D.i8ti. The weather having contmued fine for some 
time, the waters of the Guadiana subsided ; and 
on the 3d of May, Marshal Sir William Carr Be- 
resford was able to invest Badajos closely, on both 
sides of that river. On the 8th, a sortie was 
made from the garrison upon the Seventeenth 
Portuguese Regiment, the grenadiers of which 
particularly distinguished themselves by charging 
the enemy, with Colonel Turner at their head. 
On the 10th, another sortie was made from Fort 
St Christoval, in which we suffered some loss. 
The enemy, however, though 1200 strong, was 
immediately repulsed, and the Seventeenth Regi- 
ment again distinguished itself, as did also the 
First Battalion of the Loyal Lusitanian Legion. 

Soult, perceiving that Badajos was in danger of 
billing, collected together from allquarters as many 
troops as he possibly could, and left Seville on 
the 10th of May, with a corps estimated at 15,OOa 
or 16,000 men, with the avowed intention of rais- 
ing the siege of that place ; and on descending 
into Estremadura, he was joined by 5000 more 
under General Latour Maubourg. On the 12thy 
Marshal Beresford suspended his operations be- 
fore Badajos, and, removing the heavy guns and 
stores to Elvas, he proceeded with the army un^ 
der his command to oppose Soult's advance. 

On the 15th, he took up a position on the 
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banks of a small stream near the village of A1.a.d.i8ii. 
buera, and in the pourse of that night was joined 
by the. corps of General Blake, and a brigade un- 
der Don Carlos de Espagne. On the morning of 
the 16th, every disposition was made for receiving 
the enemy, w:ho had appeared on his front the 
day before. The allied forces were formed in 
two lines on a ridge, which had a gradual ascent 
from the small river in their front, and so as to 
cover the road to Badajos and Villa Verde. The 
Spanish troops were on the right, the British in 
the centre, and the Portuguese on the left. 

Soult commenced his attack about nine o'clock 
on the morning of the 16th, upon the right of 
the line, at the same time threatening the left 
with two heavy columns of infantry. Bearing, 
however, with his whole torce upon the Spaniards 
on the right, they, with Lieutenant-colonel Col- 
home's brigade, were driven from their position, 
which for a moment was taken possession of by 
the enemy. Colonel Colborne's brigade, perceiv- 
ing that the enemy's columns could not be broken 
hy their fire, rushed on to the charge, with Ma-r 
jorrgeneral the Honourable William Stewart at 
their h^ad, and drove them from the height which 
they had gained, in a most gallant style. In this 
jcharge they were unfortunately outflanked by a 
^corps of Polish lancers (cavalry), and suffered sgr 
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A.i>.i8ii.verely. Major-general Houghton's brigade, and 
Major-general Cole's division, were moved up to 
the support of the Spaniards, and of Colonel 
Colbome's brigade. The gaUant Houghton was 
killed in leading on his men to a desperate charge, 
which, however, together with a well-directed fire 
and charge from the fusileer brigade, obliged the 
«nemy to abandon his situation, and retire preci- 
pitately, under cover of his reserve. Major-gene- 
ral Baron Alten, with the light infantry brigade of 
the KingV German Legion, defended the village 
and bridge of Albuera in a very gallant manner; 
and tbie enemy, being completely repulsed on 
every point, retired from the contest about two 
o'clock in the afternoon. 

This was a bloody but a glorious day for the 
allied armies, and, as Marshal Beresford observes, 
^* Never did troops maintain more valiantly, or 
more gloriously, the honour of their respective 
. <!Ountries.*' The Portuguese division of M^^or- 
general Hamilton evinced the utmost steadiness 
and courage, and manoeuvred equally well wiA 
the British. Brigadier-general Harvey's brigade, 
(the Eleventh and Twenty-third Portuguese), had 
an opportunity of distinguishing itself wfeefi 
marching in line across the plain, by gall^mtly 
repulsing a charge made upon it by the enem/« 
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cavalry, l^e brigade commanded by Colonel a. d.i si i. 
Coilins also behaved nobly. 

Soult retired, after the battle, to the ground 
which he had previously occupied ; and on the 
night of th« 17th, commenced his retreat towards 
Seville. He was closely pursued by our cavalry ,> 
and suffered considerably. In this action, Soult 
brought inta the field about 21,000 infantry and 
4000 cavalry. Marshal Beresford had about 600O 
British infantry, and 1200 cavalry j 12,000 Por- 
tuguese infantry, and 1000 cavalry ; and General 
Blake had under his command about 9000 men. 
Marshal Beresford lost, in killed and wounded, 
about 4500. Marshal Soult lost upwards of 
9000. 

On the 1 8th of May, General Hamilton's divi- 
sion of Portuguese infantry, and Brigadier-gene- 
ral Maddan's brigade of cavalry, returned to the 
investment of Badajos ; and on the I9th, Lord 
Wellington reached Elvas. On the 25th, our ca- , 
valry, under Major-general Lumley, came up 
with Soult's army at Usagre, and, after a very 
gallant affair with the Cavalry, which formed the 
rear-guard of that army, obliged them to retire 
with a loss of twenty-nine killed, and seventy 
prisoners. 

On quitting Villa Formosa, Lord Wellington 
directed the third and seventh divisions to follow 
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A. D. 1811. him to the Alentejo, and the remainder of the 
^*^V^^army, under Sir Brent Spencer, to watch the mo* 
tions of Marmont. The troops arrived before 
Badajos about the 29th, and the operations of the 
siege, under the immediate direction of the Com- 
mander-in-chief, commenced with great activity. 
On the 2d of June, we began to fire upon the 
fort of St Christoval, from four batteries on the 
right of the Guadiana, as also upon the enemy's 
batteries on the castle, which had been construct- 
ed to support that fort. Two batteries were also 
opened on the left of the Guadiana, and their 
fire directed against the eastern facq of the 
castle. 

Lord Welhngton had proved the courage of the 
Portuguese troops in almost every way in the field, 
but they had never as yet been tried in any thing 
' like an assault upon a fortified place. The fire 
from the fort of St Christoval being likely to oc- 
casion the loss of a number of lives during, the 
operations which it was necessary to carry on 
against Badajos on the left of the Guadiana, it 
became necessary to attempt to take it by storm ; 
a favourable opportunity was thus offered of trying 
the courage of the Portuguese troops. The 
breach having been reported practicable, on the 
6th a party of British and Portuguese, under 
Major M'Intosh of the Eighty-fifth, was directed 
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to make an attempt upon it that night. 'Hie men a.d.isiu 
advanced under a heavy fire of musketry and 
hand-grenades from the out-works, and of shot 
and shells from the town, with the utmost intre- 
pidity, to the bottom of the breach ; but the ene- 
my having cleared away the rubbish from the bot- 
tom of the escarp, their ladders were too short j 
and after suffering severely, they were obliged to 
retire without being able to mount it. Our fire 
being continued upon the place during the 7th 
and 8th, the breach again appeared practicable. 
On the night of the 9th, another party was formed, 
chiefly from the Seventh, Seventeenth, and Nine- 
teenth Portuguese Regiments, and the command 
given to Major M'Geachy of the Seventeenth, 
whose fall I have already mentioned. These 
brave fellows again reached the bottom of the 
breach, and Captain Budd and about thirty of 
the grenadiers of the Nineteenth Regiment ac- 
tually mounted, and for a short time gained pos- 
session of it. As in the former case, the ladders 
were by far too short, for the enemy had cleared 
away every thing from the escarp. Captain Budd 
was wounded, and taken prisoner with his brave 
companions ; and Major-general Houston, seeing 
those heroes suffer so much, gave orders that they 
should retire, which they did in good order, but 
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A.D.1811. with the loss of their brave leader, and several 
other officers. 

No troops could behave with greatet heroism 
than th^ Portuguese, in both these attacks ; and 
the service of the batteries on the right bank of 
the Guadiana, which was conducted by detach* 
aients from the First, Second, and Third Regi- 
ments of Portuguese Artillery, was carried od 
with great success. Major-general Hamilton, and 
the division under his orders, are also particularly 
mentioned. 

During these operations, Soult, who had retired 
to Seville after the action of the 16th of May, 
was busied in collecting, in the Estremadpra, the 
whole French force in the centre and south of 
Spain. Druet's corps was brought from Toledo } 
Marmont was moved down from Castile ; and se- 
veral battalions drawn off from the blockade of 
Cadiz. Lord Wellington, therefore, turned the 
siege of Badajos into a blockade, and took post 
with the greater part of his army at Albuera, on 
the 13th of June. On the same day, the enemy's 
advanced guard, consisting of about 10,00O, ar- 
rived at Los Santos. On the 17th, Lord Wfel- 
lington quitted Albuera, crossed the Guadiana, 
(raising the blockade of Badajos), and took up a 
strong posilfion between Elvas, Campo Maior, and 
Aronches. 
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As Marmont ihoVed off towards EstremaduraiA-D.iBn. 
Sir Brent Spencer also altered his position, and ^"^^^^^"^^ 
kept in a parallel direction with the French co- 
lumns; and whep the enemy croi^ed the T^us 
iEit Almaraz, Sir Brent crossed with his army at 
Vili^^ Velha, and joined Lord Wellington upon 
the Cayesi, iiear Aronches. On the 22d, the ene- 
my reconnoitred the position of the allied army 
with a large body of cavalry^ This force, how- 
ever, wa$ attacked n^ar Campo Maior, by Major- 
genei^al De Grey^s brigade of British, and Briga»- 
di^r^eneral Maddan's brigade of Portuguese ca- 
valry, and repulsed^ without his being able to see 
that position. It had been arranged by hard 
Wellington, that, as Soult advanced with this im- 
mense force upon the allied army, Blake, with 
his corps, should endeavour to get round his 
flanks, and proceed towards Seville and Madrid^ 
from which places almost ' every description of 
troops had been drawn off; and so well did Lord 
Wellington occupy Soult's attention by his ma- 
noeuvres, that I believe Blake was at Castellegos 
before the Marshal was aware of his being in his 
rear. Had Blake moved on, as had been ar- 
ranged, it might have been of great moment ; 
but as Soult immediately detached a force in pur*- 
suit of him, the Spaniards began to think more 
> Bb 
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A.D.18U of their own safety^ than of the arrangements 
agreed upon. 

As Marshal Soult found that Lord Wellingtcm 
was too well prepared for him, he immediatdiy 
drew off his troops from the neighbourhood of 
Badajos, and retired towards the centre of Spdn, 
takii^ with him the greater part of the heavy 
ordnance from the garriscm. 

Lord Wellington kept his army in the fielii tiU 
the 18th of July, when the enemy having retired 
to some distance from the frontier, the troops 
were allowed to go into cantonments upon the 
hanka of the Tagus for a few weeks i but, as 
Marmont again moved towards the Douro, it be^ 
came necessary for Lord Wellingtcm also to move 
in that direction, and to cantoo the troi^s in tl» 
Lower Beira, instead of letting them remain ia 
the province of Alentejo, which at that season of 
the year was most unhealthy. The head-quarters 
were moved from the Quinta de St Jo&o, in the 
neighbomhood of Elvas, to Castello Branco, on 
;the 1st of August ; and although the army under 
Marmont remained in the neighbourhood of Pla- 
. cenifia for nearly a month, the allied army conti- 
nued to move to the left. The head-quarters 
were fixed at the town of Fuentes de Guinaldo> 
while the army approached Cidade Rodrigo, and 
took up a position on the Agueda. 



Digitized 



by Google 



Chap. VIIL] CAMPAIGNS. S87 

lliis rnovement of Lord Wellington appears to a,d.i8i^ 
have been closely watched by the General who 
commanded the French army in the north, as, on 
the 16th and 17th of August, a considerable corps 
arrived at Valladolid^ and,^on the 1st September, 
a division reached Salamanca* Marmont's army 
was concentrated, and began to move towards 
Castile, but nothing of any moment occurred till 
the 21st of September, when the enemy, having 
united his forces, advanced from Salamanca with 
a convoy of provisions for the garrison of Cidade 
Kodrigo. On the 22d the Commander-in-chief 
collected the allied army, and took up a position 
from which he could either advance or retire, but 
which would oblige the enemy to shew his force, 
before it was necessary to do either. On the 2Sd 
the enemy appeared on the plain near Cidade 
Rodrigo, but soon retired. On the 24th he ad- 
vanced in considerable force, entering the plain' 
by the roads of St Spirito and Tenebrpn, and be- 
fore night the whole of his cavalry, amounting to 
6000 meii, and four divisions of infantry, were ' 
united in the neighbourhood of that city, while 
the remainder of his army was encamped at Gua- 
dapero, immediately behind the mountains yrhich 
surround the plain. On the morning of the 25th 
a detachment of eleven squadrons of the Impe- 
rial Guard drove in our out-posts on the tower 
B b^2 
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A.D.18U. Azava; but, on crossing thatoriver, the Lancers 
of Berg weire attacked by^ two squadrons of the 
Sixteenth, and a squadron of the Fourteenth 
Light Dragoons, and driven back across the river ; 
and on attempting to rally^ they were fired upon 
by the light company of the Sixty*first Raiment, 
which Lieutenant^eneral Sir Thomas Gx^iam 
had placed upon his flank. M^on-general Anson, 
with his brigade, drove them for a considerable 
way on the other side of the Azava, and was able 
to take up his former positioii on the right of that 
river. 

During these operations, Marmont moved a 
strong column of thirty or forty squadrons of ca- 
valry, and fourteen battalions of infantry, from 
Cidade Rodrigo* This column, which was- ac- 
companied by twelve pieces of cannon, advanced 

' in such a direction, that for some time it was 

doubtful whether it would attempt to gain the 
heights by Encina and EUBodai^ or take the di- 
rect road for Fuentes de Guinaldo^ Lord Wel- 
lington, however, soon became certain of their 
intention, and the second battalion of the Fifth 
' Regiment,. which was posted on the beights over 
which jthe road passes to Guinaldo, was reinforced 
by the Seventy-seveiith Regiment and Twenty- 
first Portuguese infantry, and three squadrons of 
General Alten*s brigade of cavalry, while the 
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-troops were brought from El-Bodett, md tlieA.D.idii. 
fourth division from Fuentes de Guinaldo; for the 
purpose of supporting that post. 

Before these troops could arrive, a regiment of 
the enemy's cavalry pushed on and took posses- 
sion of two pieces of cannon on the right of the 
army; but being charged by the Fifth Regi- 
ment, it was repulsed, and the two guns re- 
taken. Another of the enemy's regiments at- 
tacked the Seventy-seventh in front, but was also 
repulsed ; and the German Light Dragoons, by 
frequent and vigorous charges, prevented their 
gaining the heights on the left of the two British 
regiments. 

As the enemy's column of infantry advanced 
rapidly, and there was a probability of its reach- 
ing the post occupied by the Fifth and Seventy^ 
seventh, before the troops from El-Boden or Gui- 
naldo could come to their support. Lord Welling- 
ton determined to withdraw them from that posi- 
ftion. The Fifth and Seventy-seventh were form- 
^ed into a square, and the Twenty-first Portuguese 
into another, and supported by the small body of 
<5eneral AJten's cavalry, and the Portuguese ar- 
tillery, they retired in the face of the whole of 
:the enemy's cavalry, which, notwithstanding 9.U 
their efforts, were never able to make any impres- 
sion up on the two squares; and, though three sides 
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A.D.1811, of the square were attacked at the same moment, 
^"^"^^^"^^^ the enemy was repulsed with, great vigour and 
bravery. In retiring, these squares were joined 
by the remainder df the third division, formed 
also in squares, which had been withdrawn from 
El-Boden, and the whole retired upon Fuentes de 
Guinaldo in the greatest order, as the enemy 
contented himself with keeping up a cannonade, 
and did not attempt any further attacks. 

On the evening of the 25th, the Commander of 
the forces collected the third and fourth divisions 
of infantry at Guinaldo, and alto the Portuguese 
brigade under General Pack, and the British ca- 
valry under Generals Alten, de Grey, and Slade. 
General Crawford was directed to retire from the 
Agueda witli the light division ; and the seventh 
division, under General Houston, was formed in 
Albergaria. Sir Thomas" Graham, with the troops 
under his command, was ordered to take post at 
Nave d'Aver, while he kept his advanced guard 
on the Azava. The allied army was thus formed 
in echelon^ with its right on the pass of Perales, 
its centre in Fuentes de Guinaldo, and its left at 
Nave d'Aver. The Spanish Generals Don Carlos 
d'Hispanha and Don Julian Sanchez,- were in the 
jear of the enemy with their Guerillas. In the 
course of the night another column of infantry 
w;as brought from Cidade Rodrigo^ and on the 
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26th the -^hole of the enemy's force was united a. D.isn. 
in front of our position at Fueiites de Guinaldo. ^^''^^^^'^^ 
Lrord Wellington did not choose to fight, in that 
position^ and as soon as it was dark he retired a-* 
bout three leagues. ^ The enemy pursued with his 
cavalry, but was frequently repulsed. During 
the night of the 27th Lord Wellingto retired, 
and took up a position upon the Coa, about a 
league in the rear of that which he had left. The 
enemy now ceased to advance, and began to col- 
lect his advanced posts at Albergaria. 

In his dispatch to the Earl of Liverpool, Lord 
Wellington is pleased to say. That the gallant 
conduct of the Twenty-first Portuguese infantry, 
under ,Golonel Ba9ellar, was very conspicuous.; 
and although it never was actually charged,' it 
was often threatened, and it shewed the utmost 
firmness and discipline, not only in >the manner 
in which it prepared to receive the enemy, but 
also in all its movements during a retreat of six 
levies over a plain, and in the face of a superior 
force of cavalry and artillery. The Portuguese 
artillerymen, belonging to the guns which the 
enemy obtained possession of for a moment, were 
out down in defending them. The enemy retired 
into Spain on the 29th, and on the 30th the army 
of the north proceeded to Salamanca and Valla* 
dplidd and that of Portugal, under Marmont^ to 
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A.i>.i8ii.Banhois and Placen^ia, and the allied army once 

-^^^^^^"^ more went into cantonments. 

On the 15th of October, General Reynault^ the 
governor of Cidade Rodrigo, was takjen by Don 
Julian Sanchez's Guerillas ; andpn the 32d General 
Hill advanced from Pprtalegre, with the divi^on 
under his orders, for the purpose of compelling 
General Girard to retire from Ca9eres, as in that 
position he threatened to annoy the troops under 
the Count of Penne Villamur and General' Mou 
rillo. On the 23d the head df the coliman reached 
Albuquerque, where the General learnt that Gi- 
rard had retired from Aliseda to Arroyo del Puer? 
CO, and that the Spaniards were again in posses- 
sion of Aliseda. On the 24th, a brigade of Bri.- 
tish infantry, half a brigade of Portuguese artilr 
l^y^ (six-pounders), and some cavalry, reached 
that place, \f hile the remainder of the cavalry, a 
brigade of British infantry, and half a brigade of 
Portuguese artillery, (^ix-pounders), were at Casa 
de Cantiliana, about a league distant. On the 
.25th the Count de Villamur made a reconnoisf 
^nce with his cavalry, and drove the enemy from 
Arroyo del Puerco. The enemy retired upon 
Malpartida, which he held as an advanced post, 
.while the main body of his* army was at Ca9eres. 
f)n the 26th the troops under General Hill arrived 
at Malpartida, and found that it was abandoned 
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•also, 2^nd that the^nenly was retiring upori Ca^ercs. a.i>. i^ii. 
He was pursued by a small party of the Second 
German Hussars^ which had some dkirminhing 
with his rear-guard. 

While General Hill was at Malpartida, he re- 
ceived information that the enemy had quitted 
Ca^eres with his main body ; and as the weather ' 
was bad, and be was uncertain as to the direc- 
tion which he had taken, the General halted his 
troops for that night. On the 27th, he advanced 
by the road leading to Merida by Casa del Cano 
and Casa de Don Antonio, as he had received 
certain information that the enemy had retired 
upon '' Torre Mocha;** but during this day's 
march, he received information, that the enemy 
had left Torre Mocha that morning, and was halt- 
ed with his main body at Arroyo del Molino, 
while his rear-guard was at Albala. 

General Hill, finding that the enemy were in 
total ignorance of his motions, made a forced 
march to Alcuesca, which was within a league of 
Arroyo del Molino, and there made the necessary 
dispositions for surprising or bringing him to ac- 
tion, before he should march in the morning. 
No fires were allowed to be made when the troops 
hsilted, and they rested upon their arms till about 
two o'clock in the morning of the 28th, when 

they left their bivouack, and proceeded in one 

/ 
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A.ixi0ti. column, (the right in front), direct upon Arroyo 
^ del Molino, They moved in this order till within 
half a mile of the town^ when they were separated 
into three columns. Major-general Howard's 
brigade, with three six-pounders, under Lieute- 
nant-colonel Stewart, supported by Brigadier-ge- 
neral Morillo's Spanish infantry, formed the lefl; 
Colonel Wilson's brigade, the Porti^uese infantry 
under Colonel Ashworth, two six-pounders and si 
howitzer under General How^td, the right ; and 
the cavalry the centre. 

The left column marched direct upon the town. 
The right broke off so as to turn the enemas lefl, 
while the cavalry, under Sir William Erskina, 
moved between the two columns of infi^ntry, 
ready to act in front, or move round either of 
them, as occasion might req^ire^ The enemy, 
who was filing out of the town by the Merida 
road, did not perceive the advance of our co- 
lumns until they were very near ; and the Seven<- 
ty-first and Ninety-second Regiments, charging 
into the town, which was still occupied by the 
rear of the enemy's column, and the whole erf 
his baggage, drove them every where at the 
point of the bayonet. 

By the time these two regiments got to the end 
of the town, the enemy^s infantry was formed in 
two squares, with the cavalry on his left, and bp 
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had taken a position between the Merida and Me-^^-isn, 
dillin roads, fronting Alcuesca. The Seventy-first 
Regiment immediately lined the garden-walls, 
-which were within half-musket shot of the ene-. 
iny*s right square, while the Ninety-second filed 
out, and formed in line on the right of the Seventy- 
first, and perpendicular to the enemy's right flank. 
One wing of the Fiftieth Regiment occupied the 
town, and secured the prisoners, while the other 
wing of that regiment, with the three six-pound- 
ers, skirted the outsides of it. 

While the enemy was thus engaged on his right. 
General Howard was moving round his left, and 
our cavalry advancing, cut off his cavalry from 
his infantry, and put the former to the rout, and 
the Thirteenth Light Dragoons took possession 
of the enemy's artillery. He began now to re- 
treat in great confusion ; but General Howard's 
column having gained its point, and the left co- 
lumn at the same time pressing hard upon him, 
he had no resource but to surrender, or disperse 
and ascend the mountains. He preferred the 
latter, and ascending near the eastern extremity, 
which was almost inaccessible, he was followed 
by the Twenty-eighth and Thirty-fourth Regi- 
ments, while the Thirty-ninth, and Colonel Ash- 
worth's Portuguese brigade, proceeded round the 
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A. D. 1811. mountain by the Truxillo jroad, so as to take him 

"-^"^ in flank. 

Girard escaped with about !20D of his troops, 
leaving in the possession of the allies one Gene- 
ral of cavalry, one Colonel, ' three Lieutenant- 
colonels, one of his Aides-de-camp, nearly forty 
Captains and inferior oflScers, dnd between ISOO 
and 1400 men, besides the whole ^f his artillery, 
baggage, commissariat, and other stores, and the 
contribution of money which he had levied at 
Cageres. The loss of the allies was very trifling, 
and after this glorious atchievement, they return- 
ed to their former cantonments in the neighbour- 
hood of Portalegre. 

Early in the season, a battering train of fifty 
pieces of heavy ord^iance had been landed at O- 
porto, and was conveyed by water to Lamego. 
From this place it was transported by land to Al^ 
meida, and not less than 4000 bullocks were em- 
ployed in this senace for several months. Yet 
the whole of the train and ordnance stores did 
tiof. arrive at Almeida till about the beginning of 
January; the troops, therefore, remained quietly 
in . their cantonments in the Upper Beira tiH 
that period, with the exception of the light divi- 
sion, which was in the front, observing the ene- 
my's movements, and the army 'of the South, 
which made occasional excursions into Spain, and 
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kept the corps, of Dmet snd Dombroiito upon a. d. is w. 
the alert. ; . :: . M'^^'^^ 

On the 8th of Jami«fyrl812, every thing being 
in readineiJs for the siege. Lord Wellington in- 
vested Cidade .*Bodrigo;j but before the place 
could be approached, it was^ necessary td take or 
4^sfcroy a palisadoed redbnbt, which had been 
«rected on the hill c^f St Fj^ndsco, as also three 
fortified ccmvents; ccmnecl^ ;wtth. th«t work. 
-This operation was entrusted to Major<rgen^al 
Crawford, wba, as soon as it was dark, sent Co- 
lonel Cdborne of the Fifty-second, witli a detach- 
jaient of the light division, to take the fort. The 
attack waa ably conducted by Colonel Colborne ; 
our brave fellows stormed it in a gallant style, 
jqjsiking two Captains and forty-seven men prison- 
Qrs. Captain Mein, of the Fifty-second, who led 
th^. storming party, was severely wounded, but 
Qur loss was trifling. 

In consequence of this success, the army broke 
ground that night within 600 yards of the city, 
notwithstanding that the enemy held the fortified 
copvents. On the 14th, our fire was opened from 
twenty-two pieces of ordnance, which formed 
three batteries. in >the first parallel; and that 
same night the approach was opened with the se- 
CjQnd parallel, and the besiegers established in it,, 
and within 150 yards of the walls of the phice. 
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A.D.i8is.Thi8 operation was rendered secure on the right 
^•"■V^^^by General Sir Thomas Graham, having surprised 
the enem3r's detachment in the convent of S^mta 
Cruz on the lOth, and General Cdville attacked 
and got possession of the convent of St Francisco 
on the 14th, which secured the left. 

The 15th, 16th, and 17th, were spent in com- 
pleting the second parallel, and the aj^roacfaes 
to it, and in erecting a battery in the neighbour- 
hood of the convent of St Francisco, which open- 
ed on the 18th* On the I9th, the breaches iB 
the Fausse Braye wall, and in the body of the 
place, effected by the batteries in the first paral- 
lel, were considered practicable, as also a breach 
in the suburbs of St Francisco, which had been 
made by the battery opened on the 18th ; and as 
Marmont appeared to be advancing with a power- 
ful force from Salamanca, for the purpose of rais- 
ing the siege. Lord Wellington determined t6 
take the city by storm. 

The third and light divisions were fixed upon 
for this important business, as they happened to 
be the troops on duty that day *. They were 
formed into five columns. The two right, con- 
ducted by Lieutenant-colonel O'Toole, of the 



* The' army took the duties of the trenches by divisions 4ur^ 
ing the siege. 
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Second Portuguese Ca9adores9 and Major Ridge, a. ir.isiir. 
of the Fifth Raiment, were destined to protect ^*"nr^ 
the advance of the third column, which was com- 
pipsed of General M^Kinnon's brigade, to the top 
of the breach in the Fausse Braye wall. The 
fourth column, which was composed of the Forty- 
tbird and FifVy-second Regiments, and part of 
the Ninety-fifth Regiment, and directed by Ge* 
neral Crawford, was destined to attack the 
breaches on the left in the suburbs of St Francis- 
co, and to cover the left of the attack at the 
principal breach, by the troops of the third divi- 
sion under General Picton j and General Pack's 
Portuguese brigade, which formed the fifth co- 
lumn, was directed to make a false attack upon 
the sfHith &ce of the fort. 

Besides these columns, the Ninety-fourth Re- 
giment, under the command of Lieutenant-colo- 
nel Campbell, descended into the ditch on the 
right of General M^Kinnon's brigade, for the 
purpose of protecting that column against the 
obstacle^ which it was supposed the enemy would 
construct, to oppose its progress to the principal 
breach in the Fausse Braye wall. 

Major Ridge, with his column, escaladed the 
Fausse Braye wall, and stormed the principal 
breach in the main body of the place, along with 
the Ninety-fourth Regiment, which had movi^d 
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A.D.1618. along the ditch^ and had sfarmed the breach in 
the Fausse Braye wall in front of General M^Kin- 
non's brigade, so that it not only covered the ad- 
vance of that brigade, but even preceded it in 
the attack. Generals Crawford and Vandeleur, 
with the troops on the left, were equally forward 
in their movements ; and in less than half an 
hour from the commencement of the attack, the 
city was in our possession. General Pack con* 
verted his false attack into a real one. The brave 
Portuguese troops scaled the* wall in every direc* 
tion, and the advanced guard, under Major Lynch, 
followed the enemy's troops from the advanced 
works into the Fausse Braye, where they made 
prisoners all who opposed them. 

Major-general M'Kinnon was blown up by the 
explosion of one of the eneniy's mines n«ir the 
breach. General Crawford was mortally wounded 
in leading on his division, and M^or Napier, of 
the Fifty-second, who led the advance, lost an 
arm ; so that this important city was not gained 
without a severe loss. Nothing could exceed the 
uniform good conduct of the troops, and their pa^ 
tience and perseverance during this siege ; and 
the impetuosity with which they, attacked the 
breaches on the night of the storm, bore down 
every opposition. 

The First Portuguese Infantry, under Colonel 
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HiH, and Sixteenth under Colonel Camj^beU, andA.i>.i«i2. 
Third Ca9adores under Lieutenant-colonel Elder, 
were particularly distinguished duribg the slomiy 
and are mentioned in the highest terms of praise 
b^ Lord Wellington. And the rapid execution 
produced by the well-directed fire from our bat- 
teries, attests sufficiently the merits of the officers 
and men of the Royal Artillery, and of the Por- 
tuguese Artillery, employed on that occasion. 

The whole of the ordnance and heavy train be^ 
longing to the French army were fcmnd in Cidade 
Hodrigo, and great quantities of provisions and 
stores of every description j. and the Governor^ 
and what remained of the garrison, became pri- 
soners of war. In this assaults British humanity 
was as conqncieous as British valour; for, not- 
withstanding th*t the lives of all were forfeited, 
rvery few of the gai^ison w^ere killed after we got 
possession of the place. 

Marshal Marmont collected his forces at Sal&- 
manca, but finding he was too late, he retired to 
iiis former position. Lord WeUington employed 
;the fifth division for some time in repairing the 
walls and works of Cidade Rodrigp, while the 
rest of the army began to ^e off to tl>e south ; 
and the greater part pf the month of February 
vrsfi spent in collecting the troops in the Alentejo* 
Aliout the middle of March, ^Badsgos was invest* 
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A.D.18U. ed. On the 31st, we b^an to fire upon the face 
of the bastion, to the south-west of the angle of 
the Fort Trinidad^ and upon the flank of the 
bastion Santa Maria, widi twenty^six pieces of ar* 
tillery formed in two batteries, in the second 
parallel. 

On the 29th of March, previous to the open* 
ing of the breaching batteries, the enemy made 
a sortie upon the Portuguese troops under Grene* 
ral Hamilton,. who invested the place on the right 
of the Guadiana ; but they were immediately re«- 
pulsed with some loss. The fire from our batte- 
ries was constant and most tremendous, and for 
a great part of the 1st, 2d, 3d, and 4th of April, 
not less than sixty-four shot were thrown per mi- 
nute. On the morning o£ the 4th, a third bat* 
tery of six pieces was opened upon the ravelin of 
St Roquej and on the evening of the 5th, the 
breaches were considered practicable. But, as 
tibe en^ny aj^eared to be making most formidable 
preparations to repel any assault. Lord WelHng* 
ton determined to wait until the third breach was 
also practicable. This was effected on the afler^ 
noon of IhS 6th, and his Lordship determined to 
storm the place that evening. 

The third division, under General Picton, was^ 
directed to attack the castle by escalade, while, 
the guards in the trenches, which were furnished 
Itihat day by the fourth division^ should atjtack ih^ 
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lavelin of St Roque on the left of the castle, a. D.1812. 
ITie fourth division, under Major-general CoU ^"^^'^'^^ 
ville, and the light divisiiMi, under Colonel Bar« 
imrd, "Were ordered to attack the breaches in the 
bastions of Tnnidad and Santa Maria. M^jor* 
general Walker, with his brigade, was to make a 
&lse attack upon the fort of Pardeleras, and other 
isirorks on the banks of the Guadiana ; and Gene- 
ral Power, with the Portuguese troops under hm 
^command, had orders to attack the tete-du*pont 
and fort of St Christoval on the right of that 
idver. 

The attack commenced exactly at ten o*<?lock 
at night. The breaches w^e attacked in the 
most galktnt ^manner by the fou^h and -light divi- 
sions, vdio^got almost to theicovered way before 
they fwere perceived by the enemy. But PhiUp- 
pon had brought the bravest of his troops to that 
point, and every obstacle that the shortness of 
f he time would admit of was opposed to their ad- 
vance.; and notwithstanding the most determined^ 
and almost desperate efforts which were made by 
our brave 'fellows to overcome those obstacles, 
they were three times repulsed, and unable to^ef* 
feet an entry by the breaches. Many ^ noble 
iellow fell a sacrifice to his bravery, and success 
Jbad almojst become hopeless, whefi^e Commaid* 
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A. D. 1812. er of the forces was informed that General Picton 

y^^'^y^J ^^g jjj possession of the castle. 

The cheering information soon spread througli 
the ranks, and our troops returned to the charge 
vnth an impetuosity that nothing could oppose^ 
and in ten minutes more they were in possession 
of the place. General Walker succeeded in his 
attack upon the Pardeleras, which was taken po&i 
(Session of by the Fifteenth Portuguese Infantry, 
under Colonel De Regoa, and the Eighth Ca^a.* 
dores, under Major HilL General Walker also 
forced the barrier on the 01iven9a road, and, en^ 
tering the covered way on the left of the bastion 
of St Vincent, he deiy^ended into the ditch, and 
scaled the face of that bastion. Philippon fled 
with a few ttoops to the fort of St Christoval ; 
but, at the break of day, he surrendered, toge- 
ther with General Veilande aud the garrison of 
that fort. 

It was a bloody but glorious night for the allied 
army, and the intrepidity and bravery of the Por- 
tuguese was most conspicuous throughout the 
whole of the siege, and principally in the assault j 
and the Eighth Ca9adorcs, under Major Hill, are 
particularly distinguished by the Commander of 
the forces. 

Marshal Soult, when he heard of the invest- 
pient of Pada^os, coUfected the whole of the 
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troops in the south of Spain, in the same manner A.D.1812- 
as last year, and left Seville on the 1st of ApriL 
He was joined by the troc^s under Druet on the 
8d, and on the 4th he reached Llerena. 

Sir Thomas Graham and General Hill, who 
^ere in the advance with the troops not engage^ 
in the i^ege, were directed to fall back gradually 
us Soult advflinced^ This they did) but Soult 
never came farther than Villa Franfca, as he judg« 
ed it proper to retire to his former position ia 
Andalusia, as soon as he heard of the fall of Ba« 
dajos^ Our cavalry, however, attacked the rear 
of Soult's army at Villa Garcia, on the morning of 
the llth^f April, and took one Lieutenant^colo- 
nel, two Captains, one Lieutenant, three Sergeants, 
ten Corporals, ill privates, and 123 horses. 

On this occasion Marshal Beresford, in trani^^ 
mitting to the Secretary at War, Don Miguet 
Pereira Fogaz, the return of the killed and 
wounded of the army under his command, was 
pleased to observe, " That the conduct of the 
Portuguese troops did honour to the nation; 
and whether he considered their zeal during 
the siege, or their valour in «the assault, he 
had equal reason to feel proud of commanding 
them. The artillery (continues the Marshal, in 
the letter which I am attempting to translate) 
was well conducted during the siege } and in the 
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A. D.1S12. assault the Eleventhi Fifteenth, and Twenty- 
third Regiments of the Line, and the First, 
Thirds and Eighth Caigadores, were those who, 
by their positions, had the greatest oppottxadty 
^f distinguishing themselves. I congratulate (adds 
bis^ Excellency) the Governors of Portugal ba 
this happy event, so important to that kingdom, 
and to the common cause ; and I participate with 
the nation in the glorious part which the Portu- 
guese troops have acted, and in the satisfactioft 
and feelings which this additional proof of their 
being worthy ta conteaid in the same ranks with 
the best soldiers in the worlds must ever induce.*' 

Marmont did not join Sonlt, as on the former 
occasion ; and, with a view of diverting Lord 
Wellington's attention from the siege, he invested 
Cidade Rodrigo and Almeida, and even pushed hisr 
advanced guard to Castello Branco. But, as the 
capture of Badajos was so quickly accomplished, 
he had not time to do much mischief, and as isoon 
as the place was^ in our possession, the army <^ 
the north proceeded to its former position. 

As Lord Wellington advanced upon Almeidai 
Maimont retreated, and crossed the Agueda with 
his whole force on the 2dd ; and though he suc- 
ceeded in burning some villages and towns, he 
suffered considerably from the militia under Oe« 
neral Ba^eUaf , as the brigades of Generals Trattt 
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andWilscm were coptinoally hanging upon hisA«D.i8ii2. 
flanks and rear* And, as Lord Wellington ob- 
serves in his dispatch to Lord Liverpod, <' a 
partial success over the Portuguese Militia on 
their retreat from Guarda, and the murder and 
plunder of the inhabitants of a fe^ villages vbl 
the Lower Beira, were the ovly fruits of Marshal 
, .Marmont's expedition into Portugal/' 

Lord Wellington established, his head-quarters 
once more at Fuentes de Guinaldo, while the 
enemy continued to retreat from the frontier* 

About the banning of May, Sir Rowland 
Hill was directed to destroy the enemjr's posts 
and establishments at the passage pf the T^us 
^t Almaraz ; but, owing to the necessary pr^ pa* 
rations, he was not able to set out on this expedi* 
tion before the 12th. On that day he march- 
ed from Almendralijo, on the 16th the troops 
^eachfisd Jaraicejo, and on the morning of the 
19th the First Battalion of the Fiftieth, and one 
wing of the Seventy-first Regiment, stormed and 
took the Fort Napoleon, which contained nine 
pieces of cannon, and a garrison of between four 
and five hundred men. This garrison they drove, 
at the point of the bayonet, through the several 
entrenchments of the fort, and across the bridge j 
and the impression which the assault made upon 
the enemy was such, that he abandoned Fort 
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A.D.i8i2.RBguM, on the other side of the river, and fled 
^"^^"^^^^^ in great confasion towards Naval, Moral ; so that 
both these forts, and the apparatus of the bridge, 
vf^re completely destioyed, together with the 
work-shops, ftiagarines, and every piece of timber 
that could 1^ fband. 

On the 15th of June the British army crossed 
the Agueda, and marched fiwward in three co- 
lumns, arid on the 16th it arriv^ on the Valmu- 
8a, a small rivulet about six miles from Sala- 
manca, whichy after some shew <rf resistance, fihe 
<nemy evacuated that evening, leaving a garrison 
of about 800 men in the forts which had beeft 
erected upon the ruins ci some c<^eges and con- 
vents which they had dem^sfaedt On the 17th 
the army crossed the Tormes by two fbrdis in the 
neighbourhood of Salamanca, and the forts were 
invested by the sixth division, which,, after a 
siege of nine days, wei*e taken by storm: an die 
evening of the 27th of June. Marshal Marmont 
had collected his army on the Douro on the 16di 
and 17th, from which he made a forward move*- 
ment on the 20th, for the purpose of communi- 
cating with the forts in Salamanca ; but being at- 
tacked in his position on our right flank on the 
fi2d, he retired, and established himself with his^ 
right on the heights near Cabesa^ Yillosa,^ and his 
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left on the Tormes at Huerta, and his ceotxe atA.ixma; 
Aldea Rubiar 

On the 24tfa the enemy crossed the Tormes at 
Huerta, and was followed in this movement by 
the first and seventh divisions, under Sir Thomas 
Graham, and General Le Merchant^a brigade of 
cavalry, which obliged him to re-cross the river, 
and take up his former position*. 

As soon as Mannoat heard of th^ &11 (rif his ^ 
f(Hrts in Salamanca, he withdrew his adi^mced 
guard from All»t de Tomes, and retired with his 
army in three columi^ towards the river Douro^ 
Tbt allied army advsmced on the 28th frwn itii ^ 
position in front of Salamanca, and encamped at 
Guwena on the aoth« 

The enemy remained quietly in his strong posi- 
tion, on the Bortb of the Douro, till the 15th and 
I6ih of J«dy, whai he began to concentrate his 
army between Toro and St Roman, on tbe right 
of that position. On the evening of the 16th a 
considerable body of troops passed the Douro at 
Toro, which obliged Lord Wellington to move 
tbe allied army to the left, with an intention of 
ccHicentrating it on the Guarena. As Marmont 
was in possession erf all the bridges over the 
Douro^ and of many of the fords, Lord Welling^ 
ton could not prevent his crossing at any point he 
j^leased^ and^ durii^ the night of the ICtfa, the 



Digitized 



d by Google 



410 WELLmGTXM^S [Chap.VUI. 

A.m liifi. troops duit had crossed at Toro were reealledi 
and the whole French army moved Ux Totdisd* 
las^ where it crossed on the morning of the 17th^ 
and by a rapid marchof ten leagues in the course 
€i, that day, was assemUed at La Nava del Rey. 
The fourth, and light divisions of in&ntry^ and 
Greneral Anson's brigade of cavalry, had marched 
to Castrejon cm the n%ht of the 16th, in come* 
quence of the arrangements which Lord WeHiog* 
ton had made for the assembling o£ the army on 
the Guarena ; and as there was not time to recall 
these troops, after intelligence was received of 
the enemy being at Nava del Rey, they were at> 
tacked by the dawn of day on the I8th. Lieu- 
tenant-genexdi Sir Stapleton Cotton, who com« 
manded this advanced post of the allied amrf, 
maintained his position until the cavalry brigades 
of Generals Le Merchant,, Alten, and Bock, 
joined him. But the left flank of his positioa 
being turned, the troops retired to Tordisellas de 
la Orden, and from thence to the Guarena^ which 
they crossed in the face of the enemy's whole 
force, and effected their junction with the army 
in good order. 

The Guarena river is fcutned by four small 
stream!^ which unite below Canizal ; and as tk^ 
enemy appeared to be taking up a strong position 
on tlie heights on the right of that riv^r. Lord 
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WdUngton placed the fourth^ fifth, and light di-^^^i^^- 
visions on the opposite heights, and directed the 
remainder of the army to cross the river at Valle8% 
as Marmcmt appeared desirous (^turning his right 
at th&t point Shortly after his arrival, however, 
the enemy crossed at Cartillo, and pressmg upon 
the left of the allied army, endeavoured to enter 
the valley of Canizal. General Alten's brigade of 
cavalry, supported hy the Third Dragoons, charge 
.ed the enemjr's cavalry at that point, and took 
^General Carrier and a number of prisoners ; and 
being reinforced by General William Anson's 
brigade of British, and General Harvey's brigade 
of Portuguese infentry, the enemy's infantry, 
which was su{^orting his. cavalry, were also de- 
feated, and driven back at the point of the bayo- 
net* 

In this affair Lieutenant-general Cole, Major- 
^^nersd Alten, Major-general William Anson> 
lieutenant-colonel Arentchild of the First Hus- 
sars, Lieutenant-colonels Harvey of the Four- 
teenth Dragoons, McLean of the Twenty-seventh 
Foot, and Anderson of the Eleventh Portuguese 
infantry, and Majors Archdall of the Fortieth 
Foot, and Azevedo of the Twenty-third Portu*^ 
goese infantry, distinguished themselves.. 

On the I9th the enemy withdrew all their 
troops £rrai the right, and msu^ched by Tarragona^ 
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A.D. 1812. apparently with an intention of timung our right 
^""^^^^"^^ Lord Wellington crossed tiie Giutfena at Vallesa 
and El-Olmo, in the course of that ni^t, ex- 
pecting to be able to bring Marmpnt to action on 
the ^ain <^ Vallesa on the 30thr But diortly 
after day -light, it was discovered tfiat several co- 
lumns were moving to the left along the heights 
of the Guarena, which river he crossed below 
Canta la Fiedra, and encamped at Biblafiiente 
and Villamela. The dlied army fmde a corre^ 
sponding movement to its right by Canta^no, 
and encamped at Cabessa Villosa, having the sixth 
division and General Alt^s cavalry on the Tor^ 
mes, at Aldea Lingua. 

On the 21st Lord Wellington concentrated his 
army on the Tormes, and the enemy also moved 
towards that river, which he crossed in the course 
of the afternoon, at the fords between Huerta 
and Alba de Tormes, and advanced on the road 
leading to Cidade Rodrigo. 

The allied army crossed in the evening *by the 
bridge of Salamanca and fords in that neighbour- 
hood, and took up a position with its right upon 
one of the two heights called Dos Arapiles, and 
its left on the Tormes, below the ford of Santa 
Martha. The third division, and General D'Ur- 
ban's Portuguese cavalry, were left at Cabririzos, 
on the right of the Tonnes, as Lord Wellington 
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<;biiceived it probable, that when Marmont foundA-D^iaii?. 
the allies prepared to meet him, he might alter 
his plitns, and manoeuvre by the other bank, as he 
45till kept a force on the heights above Biblafuente. 
In the course of the night of the 21st, the ene- 
my got possession of the village of Calvarasa 
4* Ariba, and of thjB height near it called Nues- 
tra SenSra de la ^Pena, arid shortly after day- 
light on the 22d, he succeeded in gaining the 
more distant of the heights, Dos Arapiles, in con- 
sequence of having his troops concealed in the 
"woods nearer that height than any part of the al- 
lied army. 

In the course of the morning, the light troops 
iof the seventh division and Fourth Battalion of 
iCa^adores engaged the enemy on the height of 
Kuestra SenSra de la Pena, and maintained 
themselves on. that height throughout the whole 
x)f the day. As the enemy, however, was in the 
possession of the more distant of the Arapiles, and 
had it in his power to annoy the position of the al- 
lies, Lord Wellington extended his right in po^ 
ience to the heights beyond the village of Ara* 
piles, and occupied that village with his light in* 
fantfy. The fourth division was placed upon 
these heights,, and as it was evident the move^ 
ments of the enemy would be confined to the left 
^f the Torn^es, the thijrd division was repalle4 
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A. 0.1812.^-010 the right of that river, and placed befaii^ Al> 
"^■^^^dea Tgada. General Bradford's brigade of PSor- 
tugnese infantry, and the Guerillas of Don Carlos 
d'Espagne, were moved to the neighbourhood of 
Las Tarres between the third and fourth dividon. 
After a variety of evolutions and movements^ 
the enemy fixed upon his plans about two o^elQck in 
the afternoon, and under cover lof a heavy can- 
nonade he extended his left, and moved forward 
his troops for the purpose of embracing our posi- 
tion on the two Arapiles which we possessed, and 
from which he might be able to break our line, ot 
render difficult any movement to our right. This 
extension of his line, and its advance upon our 
right, gave Lord Wellington an opportunity o£ 
attacking him with advantage ; and notwithstand- 
ing his troops occupied very strong ground, and 
their position was well defended by cannon, his 
Lordship did not lose jthat opportunity. 

The right of the British position was reinforced 
with the fifth division under Lieutenant-general 
Leith, which was placed behitid the village i^ 
Arapiles on the right of the fourth division, and 
also with the sixth and seventh divisions, which 
were placed in the reserve. As soon as these 
troops had got to their stations. Major-general 
Pakenham was ordered to inove forward wi^ 
the third division and General D'Urban's cavalry, 
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and twa jsquadfons af the Fourteenth Dragoons a. d.isis. 
under Lieutenant-colonel Harvey , in four co- 
lumns, to turn the enem)r's left, while the cavalry, 
the fourth and fiftli divisions, and General Brad^ 
ford's Portuguese brigade^ supported by the sixth 
^id ses^enth divisions, attacked him in front. Ge- 
neral Pack's brigade and Don Carlos D'Espagne's 
troops supported the lel^ of the fourth division, 
and attacked the height of Arapiles, which the 
enemy had possession of; the first and light divi- 
sions occupied flie ground on the left, and were in 
reserve. Major-general Pakenham formed the 
third division acioss the enemy's fiank, and being 
supported in a most gallant style by the Portu* 
guese cavalry under General D'Urban, and Co- 
lonel Harvey's squadrons of the Fourteenth, he 
Qv^came every thing opposed to him, and de- 
feated the enemy in every attempt which they 
made ^pon his flanks. 

The fourth and fifth divisions, withr the cavalry, 
^a^ttacked so briskly in front, that they drove the 
e;i^my from one height to another in the greatest 
ocwftision ; and by bringing forward their rights 
they gained strength upon his flank in proportion 
as they advanced. Brigadier-general Pack made 
agalknt attack upon the Arapile occupied by 
the enemy, and succeeded in drawing their ^ 
Mention from General Cole, who was advancing 
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A.D.1812. with the fourth division to dislodge them from 
^^^"^■^ that position. The crest of the height was cau- 
ried by the fourth divi^on ; but Genera^ Cde be- 
ing wounded, and the enemy having bro^ht f&t* 
ward a stro% column, and gained some advan- 
tage over General P^ck, it was obliged to give 
way } but being relieved by the sixth division, 
and Marshal Beresford having brought General 
Sprye's Portuguese brigade to b^ur upon the ene- 
my^s flank, the position was carried. 

In the mean time, the enemy's ri^t havii^ 
been reinforced by the trocq^s which had fled from 
his left, and by those which hadvetir^ from the 
Arapiles, continued to make some re^tance* 
But the first and light dwisions, withGenerri 
William Anson's and Colonel Stubbs* brigades of 
the fourth division, which liad been re-formed^ 
having been ordered to turn their right, while the 
third, fifth, and sixth divisions attacked in, front, 
the whole gave way, and fled through tl|e ^woods 
towards the Tormes. The first and light divisions, 
and General Anson's brigade of the fourth divisiM, 
with some squadrons of cavalry, pursued them as 
^ long as any body of them could be found together;^ 
but the darkness of the night was highly favourable 
to the retreat of the enemy, as Lord Wellfngtcm wa$ 
obliged to halt his troops till day-light appeared 
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cin ^tf mftrniof of the »sd* when the imrsi^tA,^^ 
tecommenced. v-^nrN^ 

<h» cat^, und«r Generds Anscm and Bock, 
cddie tip with the rear-guard fiear La Sema, 
which th€y Jmnwrffet^ly chdtged* Tihe Freoch 
dm^QftNds scMS^pered 9% and left the infantry to 
their fkta, m that the whole oi timt body, coq- 
«stii^ cf thtee b^tdions, wbs made potiaouers by 
the heavy br^de 0f the King's Germtin Legioq^ 
under General Bock. The pursuit waa eontinued 
fts far as Peneranda bathe a8d> and r^&ewed with 
the dawd on the i4th. 

Thb wss the mostdeckiive victory that had ever 
been gained in the penitt^ula. The fiiemy conti* 
Diied to retreat upon VaU^ddtd, but he left in 
possession of the aUitt about twettty pieces o£ ar« 
tillery, .and ten thousand prisoners ; two of the 
Imperild Ea^es, aiid six stand of colours^ besides 
several ammunitkui^waggons, aiod a great part c( 
Jhis, baggage. ^ I Imve/' says Loi^ Wellington, 
in his letter to JEarl Bathurst> ^^ ^eat jdeasure in 
reporti&g, that throughout the whole of this try-* 
iBg day, (sad July), of which I have related the 
events, I had evwy reason to be satiit^ed with the 
conduct of the general officers and troo{m. The 
Illation which I bave written of its events, will 
give a gettend idea of the diare which each indi^ 
Vidual bad in ifaeiii ^ and I cannot say too much 
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A.»i8i2.in praise of the conduct of every individual in 
' his station." 

Brigadier-generals D'Urban, Pack, Spryc, 
Power, and Bradford, and Colonels Stubbs, 
Douglas, and the Count de Eezende, &e, of the 
Portuguese service, with the troops under their 
command, are particularly mentioned by the 
Commander of the forces, as aUo Lieutenant-co- 
lonel the Count de FicaUw, of the Eighth Portu- 
guese Infantry. 

- Such a victory could not be gained without a 
severe loss on the part of the allies, and the Pop- 
tugueselost not less than 80* killed, 1552 wound- 
led, and 182 missing j the British loss was 888 
killed, 2714 wounded, and 74 missing ; and the 
Danish 2 killed, and 4 wounded. . 

On the 28th Lord Wellington, was at Ohneda, 
within thirty-two miles of Valladolid ; and on tKe 
30th thearmy crossed the Douro, and marched upon 
that city, which had been abandoned by the ene- 
my on the 29th ; and seventeen pieces of canncw, a 
•large quantity of ammunition and stores, and about 
ei^ht hundred sick and \<founded, were found in 
that city. Lord Wellhigton was received by the in- 
habitants of Valladdid with the same enthusiastic 
ioy that had welc<Mned him in every other part rf 
the nati«m. The advanced guard and left of the 
allied army continued to pursue the flykigrem- 
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Hants of Marrabnt's force, while the right moved a.d.iwbv. 
along the Cega river to Cuellar, where it arrived ^"^^^^ 
on the 1st of August, for the piirpose of prevent- 
ing a juhction between these dispersed columns 
and the army of the centre, . 

. Joseph Bonaparte qutttfed Madrid on the 21st 
of July, with a considerable force, for the pur- ' 
pose of joining Marmor^t ; and, advancing rapid- 
ly, lie reached Blascho Sancho, between Avila 
and Arivala, on the 35th- At this place he re- 
ceived intelligence of Marmont's defeat, which 
obliged him to retreat with even more rapidity thau 
he had advanced. On the Ist of August he left 
S^ovia, and marched through the Guadarrama, 
closely pursued by General D'Urbah's cavalry. 

„ Lord 'Wellington remained at Cuellar till the 
morning of the 6th, when, finding that Marmont's 
army continued to retreat upon Burgos, he moved 
forward in the direction of Madrid* 

During this busy period, the army of the south 
had remained in a great measure inactive in 
Spanish Estr^nQadura, yet the advanced posts had 
frequent skirmishes with the enemy in that quar- 
^r, and as frequently distinguished themselves* 
On thiB 24th July, the cavalry under Sir William 
Hr^kine attacked three regiments at Ribeira, and 
kiBed and wounds thirty men and a great many 
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A«D.i8i3.horse65 and took eleven men and ^irty horses 

^'^^Y'^ prisoners. '^^ 

On the Vlh of Augast Lord Wellmgton reached 
Segovia, and on the 8th St Ildefonso, where be 
halted for a day, to allow the right of the army 
to come up. On the 9th General lyUrban^s ca- 
valry, and First Light Battalion of the King's 
German Legion, with Captain M^Donald^s troop 
cit horse artillery, passed through the Guadarra- 
ma mountains without ^po^ition. On the 1 ith 
General D'Urban moved forward from Gals^pagas, 
and supported by the Heavy Cavalry of the King^^ 
German Legion, who had joined from Torr^odd^ 
nas, he drove in about 2000 of .die French cavti* 
ry, and placed himself at Msgalohenda with Gi^ 
t^in M'Donald^ troop, while the cavaliy and 
li^t infantry o£ the German Legion were at Los 
lloyas, about three quarters of a mile distimt. 
In the course of the afternoon tlie enem)r's caval^ 
ry, which had retired towards Naval Camdro, 
returned upon Majalahenda; and General lyUr- 
Ban, having drawn up his brigade in front of the 
village, ordered them td charge tike enemy's lead- 
ing squadrons, which appeared too far a4vftnci^ 
tb be supported by bis main body. iTie Fditu- 
guese feavairy advanced ta tfte charge^ but unfer- 
tuhately turned about before tftey breached Ae 
«iiemy, and fled throu^ th6 village, leaving Cap- 
by Google 
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4ain McDonald's guns totally unprotecteiJ. Bixt^Ai&isi^. 
by the activity of Captain M*Ponaki aitd his men, 
«nly three cdf them fell int^ the enemy's hands^ 
and these only in consequence of heing overturm 
i^j and their carriages brc^en. The Pbrtuguese 
Dragoons were rallied and re-formed upon the 
Oerman cavalry, which were formed between the 
village of Majalahenda and Los Royas. The 
Germans cliarged the enemy'^ column, and stop- 
ped its farther progress ; and Colonel Ponsonby's 
brigade of cavaliy, and a brigade of infantry from 
the sevepth division, having been moved up to 
their support, the enemy retired upon Alcor^on, 
and left the three guns which they had taken at 
J^alahenda. 

Tile Portuguese cavalry, on this occasion, ap^ 
peartohwe been panic-strucjc, yet Lord Wel- 
lington bears testimony to the brwwry erf* their 
.officers; andy what is somewhitt singular, they 
lost QK>re men and rofficers than theOermanS) who 
actually charged the enemy. .On the 1 2th of 
August the left of the army moved forward* and 
took possession of the capital of Spain, whiph Jo- 
seph Bonaparte had left on the preceding even- 
ing, taking the roads a£ Toledp and Aranjuef. 
A strong garrison was ' left in the Retiro, but it 
was deemed of little moment, and the joy of the 
inhabitants exceeded all bounds when the allied. 
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A.i>.isia.army entered Madrid. Itie Retiro was invested 
on the 13th) and on the 14th the garrison surren* 
dered by capitulation^ and was marched out pri- 
sotiers of war : 1 89 pieces of brass ordnance were 
found in that place, besides 20,000 stand of arms, 
900 barrels of powder, and considerable quanti- 
• tie^of clothing, provisions, and ammunition* The 
Eagles of the Thirteenth and Fifty-first French 
Regiments were forwarded to England. 

On the 10th of August, General Maitland, with 
an army from Sicily, landed at Alicant. On the 
night of the 24th the si^e of Cadiz was raised, 
and on the 27th Seville was taken possession <£ 
by4;he British and Spanish forces. 

While Lord Wellington remained at Mad|)(^ 
the remains of Marmont's army recovered some- 
what from their panic, and ventured to advance 
in the direction of Valladolid. His Lordship 
therefore returned to the north, and drove them 
beyond the Ebro. For the last month the British 
army has been employed in besieging the Castle 
of Burgos,— -where line after line has been taken 
at the point of the bayonet, but, as yet, the news 
of the surrender of that place have not reached 
^18 distant part of the kingdom, 
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NOTES TO CHAP, h 

Note l.r^r ok a numher of years past, the sea has been eii# 
poaching upon the neck of land which runs between the Atlantk; 
.and the riv^rjSad^^ opposite the town of St Ubeg^ and timing 
^f a dtjr of considerable extent are very visible. These ivim ara> 
now called ITroia, and are said to be the remains of the ancif n|, 
x;ity of Cetobrioa^ which was destroyed by an earthquake 
about seventy years before Christ. Fable says, that this was 
the city which Tubal fo«inded ; that it was named Set-Tuba], 
^' the gathering of T^bal ;*' and tbat^ when it was destroyed, 
the surviving inhabitants fled to the opposite side of the river, 
and founded the prekent town It is evident, that whatever 
;nay have been the origin of t^his city, it has been buried under, 
the earth for many centuries, as the sand has accumulated jn 
many places some hiondred feet above the tops of the houses ; 
and in general, it is about thirty feet under the surface. At 
low water, regular and extensiye streets can be traced, and many 
of the houses are of a large size. When I visited these ruins in 
1 8 10, 1 picked up two or three brass coins evidently Roman, but ixi 
too mutilated a state to distinguish accurately the reign in which" 
they had been struck. Several vessels of silver and gold hav^ 
been found, and some of them are in the possession of the go- 
vernor of St Ubes, Don Bodrigo de Lancastre. I recommend 
fhe ruins of Troia as well deserving fit a visit from the Anti» 
quarian. 
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NoTK 2.-^Cadiz was founded by Hercules, it is 8aid> and 
was long the principal colony of the Phoenicians. Lisbon was evi« 
dently founded by the same people, although the origin of that 
city is more involved in obscurity tha^i^lin^t .any other in the 
Peninsula. 

No'^E 3, — The Lusitanians complained that the barren moon- 
tains which they were comfMtA to inhabit, were incapable oi 
furnishing them with the necessaries of hfe. Galba, therefore^ 
to entice them from these mountains, promised to. settle them 
in the fertile plains of Andalusia j and it was while on their jour- 
ney to that country, which had been assigned to them, that the 
Praetor caused them to be way-laid by his army, and basdy 
murdered. 

"Note 4.— *In many places, die remains of the temples and 
statues dedicated to Augustus are still to be seen, particularly 
«t Braga, Evora, and Viseu. ' 



NOTES TO CHAP. 11. 

Note 1.— tVhen Affonso Henry was on his way from Coim- 
\>TSL on this expedition, he m^de a vow, if victorious, to dedicate 
a temple to God, and to consecrate for that purpose, his part of 
the spoils^ and all the land where he then had encamped.— •This 
was the origin of the convent of Alcoba^^, which rose to be one of 
the richest in Europe. But this noble edifiqe was reduced to 
ashes by the French army in 1811^ in obedience to an (urder 
from Marshal Massena. 

Note 2. — The original constitution of Portugal is as follows. 
, " Prima Gongregatio Regis Alfonsi, Henrici Comitis filii, in 
qua agitur de Regni negotiis, et multis aliis rebus magni pon- 
deris et momenti. 
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* •* In nomiAe'Sanet® et iadlvfdafie Trinitatis, Patris, ct FiHi, 
et iSpiritus SaiKcti ; Trinitas ihtepstr^ilis^ quae nunc[tiam sep»« 
ran potest, 'Ego Alfonsus Comitis Heniiti^ et Regin« Thanaue 
/Hius> TAagni quoque AHbiisi -Impemtons Hispanianim nepoB, 
nc pietate divina ad Regium solium nuper sublimatus. Qutminoi 
DOS concessit Deus quietari, et dedit victoriam de Maoris nos* 
tris inimieis^ et propterea hfli)eilius aliquantam respirationeniy 
ne forte nos tempus non habeamus poi^ea^ convocavimus omnea 
ifitos^ • Archiepiscopum ft^carensem^ Episcopum Visen. £pisco^ 
pum Portoens. £pcsc6pum Colimbriensem, Epi^tcopiuQ Lames« 
oes ; viros etiam nostras curite infra^positos^ et procuratores bo* 
nam prolem per suas civttates^ per Colimbnam^ per Vimaranes^ 
per Lamecum, per Viseum^ per Barcellos^ per Portum, per 
Trancosum, per Chaves^ per Castrum ftegis^ per Bouzelas^ per 
Parietes vetufas^ per Senam^ per Covilham^ per Montein Maio- 
rem, per Isgueiram, per Villam Regis^ et per parte Domini Re* 
gis Laurentius Vanegas^ et multitudo M erat de Monacfais^ ei 
de Ciericis^ et eongregati sumus Lamecum in Eoclesia Sanctis 
Mariae de Almacave. Seditque Rek in solio Regni> sine insig» 
niis regiis, et surrexit Laurentius Vanegas procurator Ri^s, ct 
dixit : Congregavit vos Rex Alfonsus quern vos fecistis in cam* 
po Auriquio, ut videatis literas Domini Pap», et dicatis si vul- 
tis, quod sit ille Rex. Dixenint omnes, Nos yolumus quod sit 
Rex. Et dixit procurator : quomodo erit Rex, ipse, aut filH 
«gus, aut ipse solus ? Et dixerunt omnes : Ipse in quantum ▼!«• 
vet, et filii ejus posteaquam non vixerit. Et dixit' 'phnmrator: 
iSi ita vultis, date illi insigne. Et dixerunt omnes : Demus in 
Dei nomine. Et surrexit Archiepiscopus Bracarensis, ct tuHt 
de manibus Abbatis de Laurbanio coronam auream magnam cum 
multis margaritis, qu» fuerat de Regibus Gothorum, et dede^ 
rant M onasterio, et posuerunt illaih Regi. Et Dominus Rex, 
cum spata nuda in manu suS, cum quft ivit in bello, dixit : Be- 
^ nedictus Deus, qui me adjuvavit, cum ista spata liberavi vos, 
et vici inimicos nostros, et vos me fecistis Regem, ct sociuin 
vestrum. Siquidem me fecistis, constituamus leges per quae 
terra nostra (Sit in pace* Dixerunt omnes; Volumus, Domml 
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Bex« el placet nobis .conatituere I^gts, <ptftt vobis bene vinm 
fuerit> et nos sumus omnes cum filiis, et filiabus, ^ neptibu% 
•t nepotibui ad vestrum numdaro, Vo^yit ^ius DonniBus fi^ 
Spi«cop«8j vires ncbiles, el |irocumloiie9j et din^nmt mt^ ae, 
WmatmMB in prindpio l^ges de b#r«ditate ftegoi^ et feermm is« 
Us sequeotes, 

. '' Vivat Dominus Rex Alfonsiub et habeat R^§n\uB. Si ba« 
|>uerit filio3 varones vivapt, el habeant Regaum^ Ua ut nqn sit 
neeessitas fi^cere illos de novo Bf^gea. Ibmil de ii^to modo. Pa- 
ter 91 babverit mortuuflu Glims habeat> postea nepos> poatea filing 
xiepotit, et postea filios filionim in secula a^culomm per semper. 
-Si fuerit mortuus primus filius viyente patre^ secundus erit Bex; 
«i secundus tertius, si tertius quartus^ etdeiudliomnes per istuia 
jnodum. Si mortuus fuerit Rex sine fiUiSj si habeat fratrem, 
«it Bex in iHta ej|i6y et cum fuerit mortuus, non erit ReK filius v 
«jU8j si non fecerint eum Episcopi^ et procuratores, ei nobiles 
Curiae Begia, «i fecerint eum R^em erit Bex> si non feoerint 
non erit Rex. Dixit postea Laurentius Vanegas procuratc^ Do^ 
Afiini Re^ ad procuratores : Dicit Rex : si yuUis ^od intreot 
filias ejus in haneditatibns r^nandi^ et si vultis faoere leges de 
illis? Et .posteaquam altercaverunt per mullaa boras dixeruBt>* 
£tiam fiUae Pomini Regis sunt de lumbis ejus, et volumus eas 
intrare in Regno> et quodfiant l^s super istud* £t Episc^^ 
et nobiles fecerunt leges de isto modou Si Rex Portugalise non 
habuerit masculum, et babuerit filiam, ista erit Rcgina, postesp 
4)uam Rex fuerit mortuus de isto modo. 'Non accipiet virusi 
nisi de Portugal^ nobili^ et tabs non vocabitur Rex^ nisi pos|^ 
^uam babuerit de Re^a filium varonem, et quando fuerit in Con- 
^gregatione maritus Regino ibit in ipanu manca, et maritus non 
ponet ii^ capite coronam R^ni. Sit ista lex in s^mpitemum^ quod 
prima fili^ Regis accipiat maritum de Portugale^ ut non veniat 
"Begnum ad extraneod^ et si casaverit cum Principe extraneoj 
non erit Regina, quia nunquam volumus Regnum nostrum ire 
tor de Pqrtugalensibus^ qui nps sua fortitudine R^ges fecerupt 
sine adjutorio alieno^ per suam fortitudinem, et cum sanguine 
.suo. |st« sunt leges .4e iiapr^rfitirtp Regni npstri, ^ j^ eas 
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AXberim CancelWiu^ Domini Re^ ltd tHiSni^, ^| iliit6nifit> bcw 
ifs sunt^ jostas ^xmty volumus'€&d f^t ti6$, H per semen tios« 
trtim post nos» 

^ £t dixit procurator Domini fi^s ; D&it Dominitt Rex> 
YuHis facere leges d6 nobilitate et mtitia? £t respMdemtit 
omnes, Pkcet nobis^ nit itft in Dei non^e: et fecemnt istfiB.^-^ 
Omnes de sonine Begis^ et de getierat^OnibuB filiommy et ne« 
potiun^ sint nobHi^hni virL ^Qui non dttiit de-Mftmis^ et dein-* 
fidelibus Jvdaeis^ sed Piorti^ensei^ qm 19b«mverint perso^Mmi 
Segi^ au^ejiiis penddnem) autejusffiittm, autgimeram^ inbdlo^ 
sint nobiles. Si aliiqvis comprdie^ittiui de infidelibus mortnus^ 
erit^ propter quod non vnH esse infideliiB^ sed stat per legein 
Christie filii ejufr smt nobiles. Qui in belio matarerit Regem 
inimkum^ rel ejus filiutn^ et gttneayerit ejus pendcmem, sit no-<^ 
BiHs. Omnes qui sunt de nostra enria^ et fiierun$ de autiquo 
ndbiles, sint per semper nobiles. Omnes ilti qui fuerunt in lide 
shagna de Campo Dauriqaio sint tanquam nobiles^ et nominen-r 
tur mei vassalli per totas suas generationes. Nobiles st ft^erint 
de lide, si percusserint cum spata, aut lancea mulierem, si non 
Itbertfverint Regem^ aut filium ejus, aut pendonem pro suo posse 
in lide, si juraterint falsum testimonium, si non dixerint veri* 
tatem Regibus, si male fidaverint de R^na, et filiabuis ^us, si 
Ibertnt ad Mauros^ si furtaverint de alienis, si Ua8fema[verint ad 
JeslHn Christum, si voluerint matare Regem, non sint nobiles,, 
iieque illi, aeque filii eorum per sempet*. f stse sunt l^es de 
Hdbilitate. £t legit eas Cancellarius Regis Albertus, et dixe* 
funt : Bonss sunt, justse sunt, volumus eas per nos, et per se- 
men nostrum post nos. 

^ Omnes de Regno Port^galiae obediant Regi, et Alva^ilibut 
Loeorum, qui fuerint ibi per nomine Regum, et isti judicabunt 
per istas leges jus^^tiee. Homo si furtaverit per prima vice, et 
secunda, ponant eum medium vestitum in loco ubi omnes va,^ 
dunt ; si magis foitavertt, ^nant in testa latronis signum cum fer^- 
. liocildo; si magis^Htaverit moriatur, et non matabunt eutn sine 
jttSiu Domini Re^». Mulier si fecerit malfario viro suo cum 
liottiiiie iaitero, et vit ejus lu^eusaverit earn ad Alvazil, et si sunt 
Hni testes^ cremetur cum igne^ cum di^^erunt totum ad Doni|^ 
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num B^psm, et creixifdiur vir de mftlfiuio cum ilk. Si maritof 
non vult quod cremetur mulier de maUurio, ikhi cremetur vir 
qui fecit malfario^ sed vadat liber, quia non est lex vivere illam, 
et niatare ilium. Si aliquis ccdderit bomioem, sit quis est, mo- 
riatur pro iUo. Siquifl sfoirsiaverit v^ginem nobilem, moriatur^ 
et totum suum avere sit de vil'gioe sforsiata. Si non est nobilis, 
maritentur ambo, siye homo nobills sit> sive non sit. Quando 
aliquis per vim . gancaverit avere alienum, vadi^ quserelosus ad 
Alvazil, et ponat qus^relam, et Alvazil reatituet illi suum avere. 
Homo qui feeerit roxum cum ferro moludo> vd sine illo^ vel 
dederit cum lapide» vd ligno trOncudo, faciat ilium Alvazil com^ 
ponere damnum, let pechare decern mord)itino!t« Homo qui fe« 
eerit if^uriam Alvasile, Alciiide, homini misso a Domino Rege, 
vel etiam saione, si percusserit assignetur cum ferro cald6^ si 
ncm peche 50 morabitinos, et componet damnum. H»c sunt 
leges justitiae, et legit eas Cascellarius Regis Albertus ad omnes^ 
«t dixerunt : BoniBe sunt, justae sunt, volumus eas per nos, et 
per semen nostrum post nos. 

^' £t dixit procurator Regis Laurentius Vdnegas : Vultis quod 
Dominus Rex vadat ad Cortes Regis de Leone, vel det tributum 
iUi, aut alicui personae for Domini Papae, qui ilium Regem crea- 
Tit ? £t omnes surrexerunt, et spatis nudis in altum dixerunt : 
Nos liberi sumus. Rex noster liber est, manus nostras nos libe- 
raverunt, et Dominus Rex qui talia consenserat moriatur, et si 
Jtex fuerit non regnet super nos* £t Dominus Rex cum corona 
iterum surrexit, et similiter cum spata nuda dixit ad omnes 2 
Vos scitis quantas lides fecerim per vestram )ibertatem ; testesr 
estis, testis brachium meum, et ista spata, siquis talia conspn* 
serit, moriatur ; et si filius, aut nepos mens fuerit, non regnet. 
Et dixerunt omnes: Bonum verbum. Morientur, et Rex st 
fuerit talis quod consentiat Dominium alie^um, non regnet £t 
iterum Rex : Ita fiat. 

. '* Jam me, et omnia Beato Pfetro> et ejus succe^oribus vec- 
tigalem constitlii, cupiens et nunc ^Beatam Dei genitricem apud 
Deum Advocatara habere, de consensu vassalorum meorum* 
qui absque externq adjutorio me in Begiim solium constit«e<« 
♦*•'- • , :, , . , . .-i 
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runt> me ipsum, Bf^pntm meum^ gei^em' tjdeBxap et'sucd^iRSres 
xneos sub Beatse Maifue €. l^iteUmj protecti^em^ dcfenaiaB^m, 
et patrocinium constituo. 

^' In Lamecensi Eccksia, 4. Calend. Man, A. 2>. 1145." 

I have preferred giving this document, i^ich is signed by Af- 
fonso and seven of the Nobles and Bishops^ in the original La- 
tin, though it is isom^trhat barbarous, as smy transkition would 
certainly have lessened its value. 

Note 3.-*When Affcmso first met his council, he began to 
entertain them with a long account of his field sports, which so 
irritated one of his nobles, that rising up, he boldly tcdd the 
King, that they had tnet there to consult on the affiiirs of the 
nation, not to listen to what could only amuse fools : That he 
could assure his Majesty, that if he continued to occupy his 
time as he had hitherto done, the nation would— -What ? angrily 
interrupted the King.— Elect a more worthy Prince for their 
King, calmly answered the nobleman. 

The King left the council in great wrath; but, upon reflection, 
he was pleased to alter his conduct, and to thank the nobleman 
for his sincerity and candour. 

Note 4.— Speech ofNuno to the assembled Generals, 

*^ The council summoned, some with prudent mein. 
And words of grave advice their terrors screen. 
By sloth debas'd, no more the ancient fire 
Of patriot loyalty can now inspire ; . 
And each pale lip seem'd opening to declare 
For tame submission, and to shun the war ; 
When glorious Nunio, starting from his seat, 
Claim'd every eye, and closed the cold debate : 
Singling his brstbei^ from the dastard train, 
bis rowling looks, that fiash'd with stern disdain. 
On them he fixt, then snatch'd his hilt in ire,. 
While his bold speech bewray'd the soldier's fire^ 
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BdM ma m)|M&k'd ; >Miife bit banmig^iyfe 
Smft'd as he 4lMd the *cMBj flMtb^ atti lUe^ 

HtflMcnif ! 'febatt tte Lilian neblai tamd j yield ! 
Oh shame ! and yield untry'd the martial field ! 
Thtt land wkote genius, as the Crod of war« 
Was own'd Wherever appmach'd her thimderipg car | 
Shall no# her^sons their fi^th^ their Ipye deny^ 
And^ while their country sink^ ignobly fly ! 
Ye timorous herd ! are you the genuine line 
Of th68€ illustrious sbades« whose rage divioe. 
Beneath' great Iteilr/a siandturds awed the (o^, 
For whom you tremble and would stoop so low ! 
That €oe, vrho, boastful now^ then basdy .fled> 
When your undaunted sires the hero ledj 
Whan seven bold Earls ia diains the qx>il adom'df 
And proud Casted through all her Idndreds monmi'd^ 
Casteeli your awful dread«f?o^^ conscious, say. 
When Diniz reign'd^ when his b^ld son bore sway^ 
By whom were trodd^i down the faiavest bafids 
That ever miU^'d from proud Castilia's lands ? 
"Twas your brave sires^-and ha^ one languid reign 
Fix'd in your tainted souls so deep a stain^ 
That now degenerate from your noble sires^ 
The last dim spaiic of LUsian flame es^res ? 
Though weak Fernando reign'd^ in war uni^I'dy 
A godlike king n6w caHs you to ihe fiekk 
Oh ! could like his your mounting valour glow^ 
Vain were the ihreatenings of the vauntint foe. 
Not proud Casteel, oft by your sires overthrown. 
But every land your dauntless rage should own* 
Still if your hands, benumb'd by female fear. 
Shun the bold war, baric t tm my sword 1 swear^ 
Myself alone the dreadful war shall wage. 
Mine be the fight— and trcmWing wit|i ihe T9g& 
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Of vftlorous fire^ his hand hdf-drawn displayed 

The awful terror of his Alining blade ■ ■ 

I and my vassals dare the dreadful shock ; 

My shoulders never to a foreign yoke 

BhsAl bend ; and by my Sovereign's wrath I vpw> 

And by that loyal faith renounc'd by you. 

My native land unconquer'd shall remain^ 

And all my Monarch's foes shall heap th^ plain/' 

Fid. MeikUs Lusiad, p. 150. 

Note ^-^ohn I. of Portugal was the mediator between 
England, France, and Spain^ and effected a peace between these 
nations at this period. 

NoTK 6.— When John III. enlarged the University of Co- 
^mbra, he employed Andrew de Govea, a celebrated Portuguese^ 
|;o engage the first classical scholars of the age that were to be 
^3und at Pvis. Among these George Buchanan and his brother 
Pfeter were induced, by the liberal offers of Govea, to proceed 
to Coimbra. George taught the first Greek class for some 
time, 9ud bis brother the fourth. But tlie Inquisition soon be- 
pune more powerful than the King, and all forei^ teachers 
were banished from that school. 

Note 7.— The ruined state of both kingdoms made peace very 
desirable ; it was therefore a most popular act of the new Re-* 
gent, and tended to confirm his power, which n^any were in- 
clined in the first instance to dispute. 



NOTES TO CHAP. VII. 

Note 1.— The Kings of Portugal, (convinced of the impo* 
licy of the measure), were long averse to the introduction of 
the Court pf Inquisition into that kingdom, and they resisted 
the importunities of the Heads of the Church and Kings of 
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Spain for more than a century and a half; at last, however, 
stratagem effected what could not be detained by fiur means, 
and a bold adventurer had the address to constitute himself a 
Cardinal, and to fix the holy office in Po^ugal. This took 
place in the reign of John III; and its dominion has continued 
unintenipted since that period. 

Note 2.— For many years after the battle of Alca^er, where 
the young King Sebastian fell, it was believed in Portugal, that 
he had escaped and was alive. The appearance of several im-< 
postors tended to confirm this belief, as well as to keep the at« 
tention of the people, who were groaning under the t3nranny of 
the Philips, fbced upon his return; and the anxious wishes 
which every one had for that return, laid the foundation of a 
sect who are called Sebastianists, and who even at this mo- 
ment believe that Don Sebastian is to return. The way and 
manner of his return have been revealed to those believers, and 
they have no hesitation in saying, that he is to arrive during a 
fog, and will be seen galloping upon the waves of the sea on 
a white horse, &c. &c. 

Note S.— Portugal has produced many celebrated poets 
both in ancient and modem times. Among the most esteemed 
Epic poems, may be reckoned, 

1. A Poem entitled, Henriqueida; or, the foundation of the 
Portuguese Monarchy,— author not stated. 

2. A Poem entitled Affonso Libius ; or. Conquests in Africa, 
author not stated. 

3. As Lusiadas; or Discovery of India, by the celebrated 
Camoens. 

4. Ulyssea, or Lisbon Edificada, by P. de Castro. 

5. Malacca tlonquistada, by Menezes. 

6. The Siege of Diu, and Shipwreck of Sepulveda, who boast 
of royal authors. 

7. Nunc Alves Pereira^ Constable of the Kingdom, a poem, 
by If R. Lopez. 

In Lyric Poetry, the poems of Bemardez, Sa, and Miranda, 
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and of Ferreira, are the most celebrated ; and in the Drama, 
the Comedies of Gil Vicente, the Shakespeare of Portugal, and 
the Tragedy of Innes de Castro, by Ferreira, ai^e certainly the 
best. These authors may be considered as ancient, as their 
works were published before the crown of Portugal was seized 
by the Kings of Spain. From that unfortunate period to the 
reign of Joseph I. little attention was paid either to literature 
or the muses ; yet, even in that age of superstition and intrigue, 
a Macedo is distinguished by the elegance of his Latin composi- 
tion ; and an excellent poem was published in Spanish, entitled 
Demophoonte and Phille. The most celebrated modem poet 
are, Gar9on, Denis, Francisco Manuel, and Boccage, while those 
of less importance are very numerous. 

There have been some very excellent historians in Portugal, 
and Barros and Castro are names well known in £urope. In- 
deedy if there, was a well-regulated liberty of the press in Portu- 
gal, that nation would not long remain in the back-ground, for 
as I have already observed, there is no want of talent in that 
country, and the people in general are fond of literaiy pursuits. 
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GENERAL STAFF 



OP THE 



PORTUGUESE ARMY. 



LlEUTENANT-OENERAL SiR WiLLIAM CarR BeRESFORD^ K. B. 

Marshal and Commander-in-Chief. 
AideS'Je'Camp to Di^to.— Lieut.-col. Warfe, Marquis of Angeja, 
Don Jose L.^de Souza^ Count of Alva, Major the Count of ' 
Lumiares, Captain Sewel, Captain Molloy. 

Lieutenant-general John Hamilton, Inspector-general of In- 
fantry and Ca^adores. 
Aid-de-Camp io D««o.— Captain Watson. 

Marechal de Campo The Count de SampaYo, Inspector-gene- 
ral of Cavalry. 

Aides-de-camp io 2)«7to.— Colonel Cayola, Captain Sampayo, 
Captain Manuel Jose de Moraes, Lieutenant Don Manuel de 
Noronha, Comet Antonio Lacerda. 

Marechal de Campo Jose Antonio da Rosa, Commandant- 
general of Artillery. 
Aid-de-Camp to DtVto.— Captain J. A. da Costa. 

Marechal de C^npo ^attias Jose Dias Azeda, Commandant- 
general of the Royal Engineers. 

Aides^ Camp to 2>i^.— -Captain Azedo, Second Lieutenant 
Mosquito. 
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Military Secretary^ Marechal de Campo Lemo^. • 

British Ditto, Colonel Robert Arbuthnot. 

Assistant Ditto, Captain James Robinson. 

Adjutant General/ Brigadier-general Mo2ihho. 

Deputy Adjutant-general, Colonel Silveira. 

Assistant Adjutant-generals, Major SerrSo, Majo^ Sepulveda, 
Captain Savedra, Ci4)tain Valdes, Captain da Costa. 

Quartermaster-general, Brigadkr-g^eral D' Urban. 

Deputy Quartermaster-generals, Colonel Silveira Pinto, Colo- 
nel H. Hardinge, Colonel Hervey. 

Assistant Quartermaster-generals, Major Cordeiro, Captain Cha-c 
puzet. Captain the Viscount da Lappa, Captain Pinheiro, 
Captain Fusquini, Lieutenant Flangini, Lieutenant Gorjao* 

Ditto Supernumerary, Ensign Cordeiro. 

The Deligado of the Physician-general, Dr Barreto. 

Inspector-general of Military Hospitals, William Fergusson, Esq. 

Surgeon-general, M. A. C. Barreto. 

Chaplain-general, Senhor SAntos e Par. 



British Staff Surgeons serving with the Portuguese Army as 
Assistant or Field Inspectors of Hospitals. 

Augustus West, John Callander, Edward Keating, Frederick 
Jebb, George Morse, John Clarke, William Wynn, C. John 
Laisne, William Robson, E. F. Coates, D. M^Lagan, Patrick 
Hughes, A. Kendall, William Maiben, Joseph Taylor, Jphn 
Barr, Alex. Schetky, Philip Walter. 
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Generals commanding Prwinces^ mth their respec- 
tive Stqff^ Officers. 

EsTRCMADURA— oHead-quarters Lisbon. 

Governor and Commander-in-Chief, His Excellency Lieutenant- 
General Don Antonio Soabeb e Noronha. 

Aides de Camp. — Colonel the Marquis of Tancos, Major Gon. 
Jose d'Ai-aujo, Major Mieuri. B. de Chaby, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Count of Louz^o, M^or Domingos d' Albuquerque, Captain 
Marquis of Lauri9al, Captain \. Vasconcelles e Soiuku 

Secretary, Bento Xavier de Velasco. 

ALENTBJo-^Head-quarters Elvas. 

Governor, His Excellency Lieutenant-general Leite. 

AideS'de^Camp* — Lieutenant-colonel Caneva, Captain Leite de 

Souza, Captain Cardozo Moniz, Ensign Pimentel. 
Secretary , Antonio Pereira da Silva. 

BstRA— Head-quarters Lamego. - ^ 

Governor and Commander-in-Chief, His Excellency Lieutenant- 

General Manuel Pinto Bj^ellar, Viscount of Montealegre. 
Aides-de-Camp, — ^Major Azeveda, Major Viera, Captain Lemos, 

Captain Pinto Guedes, Captain Povoas e Brito, Major Abreu 

e Lima. 
Secretary, Antonio de Fonseca. 

Tras-os-Montes — Head-qusu'ters Braganza. 

Governor, His Excellency Lieutenant-general Silveira, Count 

of Amarantc. 
Aides-de^Camp. — ^Major Pimentel, Cap^n Correa, Captain Ma- 

galaes. Ensign Pinto. 
Secretary, D. J. Pimentel 
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District of Oporto— Head-quarters Oporto* 

Governor, Brigadier-general Sir Nicolas Trant, Knt. 
Aid-de-Camp, Captain Linstow.— -Secretory, J. A. Gourlay. 

MiNHo — Head-quarters Vianna. 

Governor, Brigaidier-general Sir John Wilson, Knt, 
^M^ef-i^e-Camp.— Lieutenant-colcmel Da Silva, Captain Castro^ 
Lieutenant Quartin, Captain Da Cunha, Captain Murpby* 

Algarve— Head-quarters Taviro. 

Commandant, Colonel John Austin. 

Aides-de-camp. — Lieutenant-colonel Andrade, Major Lopez, 

Ensign Guedes, 
Secretary, Jose B. Apes Alva. 



Recruiting Service. 

General Dep6t for Infantry and Ca^adores at Mafra» 

Mi^or-general Blunt, Inspector-general of Recruits. 
Lieutenant-colonel Watlino, Sub-inspector, 

Ensign Joaquim das Neves, Aid-de-Camp. Disembargador 

Monteiro, Auditor. — Father Paixao, Chaplain.— Lieutenant 
Lobo, Secretary. 

General Depot for Cavalry at Salvatbrra. 

Colonel John Brown, Commandant. 

Major Carey, Major. — Captain Hawkins, Lieutenants LeacK 
and Nowlan, Instructors. 

FINIS. 
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ERRATA. 

]*»ge S.' Line 13. far Veriatus read Viriatus, 
25. no. /or ?Jascia r^iiiNasica. 

_ 9^ -I — 4^ /or Aniia, r<wi< Aran^a. 

.^^^^ 122. -— • 21^ fir Efdii^ r<ai Equity. 

•.... 126. — 1^ for Junbt r^oi Loison. 

...» 221 12. y^ Lieutoiant 48tli read Cifttin AStk* 

In the Table of Population, for 1811. read 1«01. 

..«»— 5. , /or 1810. rMfi 1800. 

Page 392. Lie 19. for ** tikis long course is only necessary,** 8cc. r«ii **thif 
long course is necessary for all who form in medicine^ 
and another year is requisite lor those who take a Doc- 
tor's degree, Ti4iich, besides being very expensive, ob- 
liges the candidate to submit to a private examination, 
and to keep several public acts." 
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